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A WORD FROM THE PASTOR

THE MEANING OF EPIPHANY

Dear Friends,

Epiphany, or Three Kings' Day, is the 12th
day of Christmas, when Christians celebrate
the Epiphany in the 4th Century associating
it with the visit of the Magi (the three kings)
to Bethlehem. In fact, up until the 19th
century, the Epiphany was considered more
important than Christmas Day, and it was
used to celebrate both the three kings' (or
three wise men's) visit to Jesus shortly after
his birth and also Jesus' baptism by John the
Baptist.

It is hard to believe that we are about to start
a new year, and even harder to believe that I
have been with all of you for two years now!
It has been a wonderful two years as I have
gotten to know each one of you personally.
I feel very blessed to be your Pastor, and
appreciate all your hard work in helping
Christ Lutheran in its renewal efforts. So
many good things have happened this past
year, and as a congregation we have made a
difference in our community. I know the
Holy Spirit will continue to guide us as we
continue working together to fulfil Jesus
commandment in Matthew 22, to love our
neighbors as ourselves.
As we move into the new year, let us
remember these words from Isaiah 43:19.
“Behold, I am doing a new thing; now it
springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will
make a way in the wilderness and rivers in
the desert.” As we continue to move forward
with our renewal process, I can perceive
many small changes, and I know that our
vitality as a church is increasing. This
would not be so if it were not for all of you,
so thank you for all of your efforts this past
year.
As we begin the new year, I wish each of
you a Happy New Year, and may it be filled
with good health, joy, and happiness.
Many Blessings,
Pastor Linda

According to the Gospel of Matthew, the
three wise men - named Melchior, Caspar
and Balthazar - followed the star of
Bethlehem across the desert to meet the
baby Jesus, offering gifts of gold,
frankincense and myrrh.
The gifts were symbolic of the importance
of Jesus' birth, the gold representing his
royal standing; frankincense his divine birth;
and myrrh his mortality.

“FIRST WEDNESDAY”
Due to the closing of our meeting
place, “First Wednesday” is on hold
for the month of January. As soon
as the new coffee shop down town
opens, we will resume our meetings.
Stay tuned for further information.

“ SUNDAY SWEETS”
Will be January 13th this month.
Join us for some fellowship and food.

“MORNING GLORIES”
The “Morning Glories” will meet on
Monday morning, January 14th at 9:00
a.m. at the Church. All are welcome.

MARTIN LUTHER SAYS:
“Glory to God in highest heaven,
who unto man His Son hath given;
while angels sing with tender
mirth, a glad new year to all the
earth.”

“BAD WOMEN OF THE BIBLE”
STUDY TO CONTINUE IN THE
NEW YEAR
The “Bad Women of the Bible” series will
continue this spring. Please mark your
calendars.
January 9, 2019
The Woman at The Well
February 13, 2019
Delilah

NEW COLLABORATIVE
ADVENTURE:
The music enrichment program for
children called “Young Voices,” is off
and running with 16 children enrolled.
Children meet once a month and have
a snack, do a craft, and then spend
time singing with the music director.
CONFIRMATION CLASS
BEGINS:
This spring Emma and Molly Eicher will
begin confirmation classes on Sunday
evenings. As they move toward being
confirmed in our Church, we ask that you
keep them in your prayers. This is an
important and formative time in their lives,
and I know your encouragement will be
greatly appreciated. Visitors to class are
always welcome, so feel free to join us at
any of the classes.

SUNDAY ADULT BIBLE STUDY:
The Adult Bible Study class that
meets on Sundays after the Worship
Service will resume the third week of
February, Sunday, February the 17th.
The group will continue to study the
Apostle Paul. The study will focus on
the Study of the Prison Epistles
written by Paul; Ephesians,
Philippians, Colossians, and
Philemon.

As Christ Lutheran moves
forward into the new year, there are
several missions that need a team
leader and team members. Many of
these can be done by someone from
home. Each is important to building
the type of community that we want
Christ Lutheran to be. If you can
volunteer to head or be on a small
team that takes care of any of the
following, please let Pastor Linda
know or sign up on the sign-up sheet
in the narthex.
Prayer Chain Ministry
Greeting Card ministry
Someone to take pictures on a regular
basis of our activities for Facebook &
our website.
CHRIST LUTHERAN’S MISSION
STATEMENT:
A few months ago, many of you filled out a
short questionnaire to help the Renewal
team identify and clarify our Church’s
values. As a result of your answers the
following we determined that as a
congregation we especially value kindness,
relationships, compassion, faithfulness, and
generosity.
As a result, it is now time to update our
mission statement to reflect our values. In
the upcoming months, several opportunities
will be available for you to join in

discussions of what our new mission
statement should say.
As we celebrate Epiphany, when the wise
men were led to the Christ child by the
bright star in the sky, a mission statement
serves as our guiding star that keeps
everyone clear on the direction our church is
taking to fulfill God’s mission for Christ
Lutheran. Our mission statement will be a
short statement of our purpose, and what
values we adhere to.
We hope that many of you will chose to
participate in this project. More information
will be coming soon.

“BOOKS AND BEYOND” BOOK
GROUP
The Book Club will begin meeting
again in January, and will meets on
the third Wednesday of each month at
10 a.m. at the Library. All are
welcome to come and enjoy the
fellowship even if you have not read
the book selected for the month.
Selections for the Spring Are:
January 16
Ordinary Grace by
William Kent Krueger
February 20
The Sweetness of
Forgetting by Kristen Harmel
March 20

The Chilbury Ladies
Choir by Jennifer Ryan

April 17

A Piece of the World
by Christina Baker Kline

May 15

Little Fires Everywhere
by Celeste Ng

DATES TO SAVE ON YOUR
CALENDAR FOR UPCOMING
EVENTS:
January 1, 2019 – Church Office closed.
January 2 - No “First Wednesday” this
month
January 9 - “Bad Women of the Bible,” 1
P.M.
January 13 - Sunday Service at
Perry Village, 2 P.M.
Confirmation Class, 5:30 P.M.

February 3

Souper Bowl Sunday

The New Year is fast approaching and with
it our collections of soup and other nonperishable food items for the Perry County
Food Bank. The grocery cart is in the
Sunday school room to collect our “Souper
Bowl” of Caring items and the loose
offering in January is designated for the
Food Bank Collections run through
February 3, 2019.

January 14 - “Morning Glories,” 9 A.M.
January 20 - Confirmation Class, 5:30
P.M.
January 23 - Books and Beyond Book
Club, 10 A.M.
January 27 - Confirmation Class, 5:30 P.M.
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Join us February 3, 2019 for soup and
sandwiches following worship to celebrate
our Souper Bowl of Caring collections.
Two soups will be provided. Bring
sandwiches or dessert to share and your
place settings. Let’s see if we can top last
years donations of $236 and 265 pounds of
food.

