
                                                                                      January 2021 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR                                                          

Dear Friends, 

Happy New Year to each one of you! This past year with the Pandemic and unrest 

across our country has been one that none of us will soon forget.  As a church we 

have dealt with how to continue to be Church under these new conditions, how 

to keep everyone safe yet maintain our church community.  Who would have 

thought that hand sanitizer and toilet paper would be such highly prized items?  

Yet, we have much to look forward to in this new year ahead.  We all know that 

this pandemic will eventually be behind us and we need to continually look 

forward to what God has in store for us! 

My guess is that many of the things we have done in the past will seem even 

better and more enjoyable to us.  I know that attending a carnival or stopping at a 

yard sale will feel like a luxury to me, and you can be sure that when we can again 

come together to worship, it will be very special.   

I think of each of you daily and pray for you.  We at Christ Lutheran are a resilient 

group of people, and we have been able to find alternate ways to worship 

together through this crazy time.  We are indeed children of God and members of 

His family.  Let us praise Him with thanks as He continues to guide us. 

I will close with this lovely Irish blessing.  May God always bless me with your 

presence and your friendship, and may I also be a blessing to you. Thank you so 

much for staying by my side and sticking with me during the bad times. May God 

always be with you. 

Much Christian Love to Each of You,                                      Pastor Linda 



Toys for Perry County Drive thru drop off 

                    

 

                         
 
 

Thank you for helping to make our toy and cookie collection a success! 
Over 520 toys were collected for Join Hands to distribute and 210 bags of 

cookies were taken to the Truck Stop Ministry! 
Workers assembled and got busy as givers drove through, handed off their toys 
and cookies. Our elves placed the toys in our special collection vehicle and the 
ladies in the parish house packaged the cookies for transport to the Truck Stop. 

Music was provided for every ones enjoyment and added to our festive 
atmosphere. 

 

 

We received an address change for: 
Ruth Dunkelberger 
River Woods Memory Care 
15 Ridge Crest Circle 
Lewisburg, PA 17837 



A PRAYER FOR WEARING A MASK 

Creator God, as I prepare to go into the world, help me to see the sacramental 

nature of wearing this cloth.  Let it be a tangible and visible way of living love for 

my neighbors, as I love myself. 

Christ Jesus, since my lips will be covered, uncover my heart, that people would 

see my smile in the crinkles around my eyes.  Since my voice may be muffled, help 

me to speak clearly, not only with my words, but with my actions. 

Holy Spirit, as the elastic touches my ears, remind me to listen carefully and 

caringly to all those I meet, may this simple piece of cloth be shield and banner, 

and may every breath that it holds, be filled with Your love.  In Your name and 

that love, I pray.  Amen 

By Reverend Richard Bott, Moderator, Presbyterian Church of Canada 

 
 

 
 

   

      

As a way to include ALL, you received an 

ornament in November to be put 

together. Look what a beautiful tree we 

have thanks to all of you! 

A special thank you to the elves who set 

up and decorated the tree with the 

ornaments you made. 

Continuing to work together, we 

accomplish so much! 

 

GOOD GIFTS PROJECT – FILL A “PIGGY” 

Just a reminder to drop your piggy off at the church or Gay’s house.  We will also 

be happy to pick up your piggy in a Pandemic safe manner if you give us a call.  

To date we have received $358.83. The Youth Group will decide in January what 

animals to purchase. Watch for your February newsletter with the details. 



    A WINTER BLESSING 

Blessed are you, winter, dark season of waiting, you affirm the dark seasons of 

our lives, forecasting the weather of waiting in hope.  

Blessed are you, winter, you faithfully guard a life unseen, calling those who listen 

deeply to discover winter rest. 

Blessed are you, winter, frozen and cold on the outside, within your silent, 

nurturing womb, you warmly welcome all that longs for renewal. 

Blessed are you, winter, your bleak, barren trees preach wordless sermons about 

emptiness and solitude.   

Blessed are you, winter, you teach us valuable lessons about waiting in darkness 

with hope and trust.   

Blessed are you, winter, season of blood red sunsets and star-filled, long, dark 

nights, faithfully you pour out your beauty.   

Blessed are you, winter, when your tiny snowflakes flurry through the air, you 

awaken our sleeping soul. 

Blessed are you, winter, with your wild and varied moods, so intent on being 

yourself, you refuse to be a people-pleaser.   

Blessed are you, winter, when ice storms crush our hearts and homes, you call 

forth the good in us as we rush to help one another.   

Blessed are you, winter, your inconsistent moods often herald spring’s arrival, yet 

how gracefully you step aside when her time has come. 

Written by Joyce Rupp and Macrina Wiederkehr  

 

            The Greeting Card Ministry is looking for more cards, especially cards for 

Men. If you have any extra around and would like to donate them just drop 

them off at Gay Weller’s house anytime. Thank you for helping us continue this 

Ministry. 



 
Thank you again for supporting Christ Lutheran Church and our Social 

Ministry projects! Hope you enjoyed your soup! 

                                                                         

 

     

 



WOW! 
Despite the pandemic and the fact that we have not been able to meet together 

since March of 2020, we have continued to fulfil our mission of helping others in 

any way we can. We thank each and every one of you for your generosity in 

supporting these efforts.   Below are a few of the highlights of the past year. 

 WE began the year collecting 160 pounds of food and $255. Cash for the 

Food Bank. 

 OUR Lenten collection of snacks and personal care items for the “Pantry” at 

West Perry High School. 

 During the summer months we collected and delivered “Bingo Prizes” for 

the residents of Perry Village. 

 September brought together another food drive for the Food Bank with 

Our “Fill the Truck” campaign and 327 pounds of food was collected. 

 October WE put together 7 more boxes of personal care items for the 

“Pantry” at West Perry High School. 

 Toys for Perry County were collected next. With our Drive Through Safe 

Collection we provide over 520 toys for Join Hands to distribute to families 

in need. 

 210 bags of cookies were backed, packed and delivered to the Truck Stop 

Ministry for distribution to truckers and travelers. 

 You put together ornaments for our church Christmas tree so we could 

celebrate together while still apart. 

 Our noisey offerings “Pigs” netted over $300. For the Youth to use to 

purchase animals for those in need around the world through the ELCA 

Good Gifts program. 

 Christmas Dinner and food boxes for 3 Families suggested to us from the 

West Perry High School Nurse, were purchased using our grant money from 

the synod. They were distributed Christmas week and very greatly 

appreciated. 

 Our Greeting Card Ministry has remained active and several members have 

picked up the idea and sent encouraging notes and cards to members of 

our Church Family and Community. 



 Our Soup and Cookies distribution to members of our Church Family was a 

great success and a good way to keep in touch with you. 

 We have continued to worship together through the wonder of Facebook 

and our dedicated video crew of Jayne, Ashley and Erin Eckert. They along 

with Pastor Linda have worked hard to keep us worshipping together and 

spreading the “Good News” to others as well. 

 And EACH OF YOU! You know the ways you have reached out to others 

during the pandemic with cards, phone calls, snow shoveling and other acts 

of kindness.  

And WOW what a wonderful lift all of YOUR prayers have been to our ministry 

here in this place in our little corner of this crazy world. Keep up the great work! 

 

 

 

 

 

Donations continue to come to the church from your Reverse Advent Calendar 
collections.  These will be part of our “Souper Bowl of Caring “ collection and 

delivered to the Food Bank the end of January 2021. This food drive continues 
until January 31st.  



 

DID YOU KNOW NEW YEAR’S DAY HAS NOT ALWAYS BEEN ON JANUARY 1? 

For some reason, New Year’s Day is among the most popular public celebrations 

around the world.  However, New Year’s Day has not always been celebrated on 

January 1st of each new year.  Way back in the year 2000 BC, the Mesopotamians 

started to celebrate the new year.  However, it was celebrated during the time of 

the vernal equinox that takes place in mid-March.  As late as 1751, the United 

States celebrated the New Year on March 25th.  

The celebration of the New Year came from pagan origins.  When it started in 

2000 BC, it was a great religious festival where the Babylonians would parade 

statues of their gods and perform various rites over 11 days.  These rituals were 

believed to symbolically clean and recreate the world by their gods. 

Akitu was also the time when Babylonians celebrated the victory of Marduk, the 
sky god, over Tiamat, the evil sea goddess. Thousands of years after, the New 
Year Celebration survived and found its way to Rome. The first month of the year 
is dedicated to Janus (where we got the name, January), the god of beginnings 
and transitions in Roman mythology. 

 

 NEW SMALL GROUP BIBLE STUDY TO BEGIN IN JANUARY 

Due to the rising number of virus cases in our county and state, the Bible Study will 
be postponed to such time when we can gather safely.  I will be in touch with those 
who has signed up when we are ready to begin.   



 

 

 WHY NOT TRY THESE NEW YEARS RESOLUTIONS? 

1. Exercise Daily 

2. Walk with God 

3. Run from sin 

 

CHRIST LUTHERAN’S YOUTH GROUP 

Christ Lutheran’s youth group O.M.G. (Obeying My God) helped out at the 
Toy Drive by making and displaying festive signs and helping to count and 
collect toys! What a great way for us to serve while also being safe and 
socially distant!  
 
Starting in January, we will be doing bi-weekly zoom meetings with a book 
dedicated to seeing God in science including biology, meteorology, and 
many other disciplines. We can’t wait to start learning together! 

 

 

 



      “MORNING GLORIES” MITTENS AND CAP PROJECT FOR THE    

                                                              LUTHERAN MISSION 

The Morning Glories are making caps and mittens that will be blessed at the 

beginning of September, and sending them to the Navajo Evangelical Lutheran 

Mission in Arizona.  The hat and mittens can be for infants through adult sizes. If 

you knit or crochet, please join us.   

The mission has Chapel Services, a small school, and a Café where the elderly 

came come for free lunch and a place to fellowship.  They also serve the Navajo 

by providing many needed items. If you don’t knit or crochet, we will also 

accept hats and mittens purchased from the store.  Let’s ban together and make 

sure the people of this community are warm next winter.  Many areas of 

Arizona, like this one, do get as cold as it does here in PA.     

 

 

Our January Worship 

FOR JANUARY 3, 2021 

OPENING PRAYER 

Gracious God, you make all things new.  You bring hope alive in our hearts and 

cause our Spirits to be born again. Thank you for this new year and for all the 

potential it holds. Come and kindle in us a mighty flame so that in our time, many 

will see your wonders and live forever to praise Your glorious name. Amen 

HYMN # 1                                                                          Hark the Herald Angels Sing 

1 Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the new-born king; Peace on earth, and 

mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled." Joyful, all you nations, rise; Join the 

triumph of the skies; With the angelic hosts proclaim "Christ is born in 

Bethlehem!" 



Refrain:    Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the new-born king!" 

2 Christ, by highest heav'n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord, Late in time  

behold him come, Offspring of a virgin's womb. Veiled in flesh the Godhead see! 

Hail, incarnate deity! Pleased as man with us to dwell, Jesus, our Immanuel! 

[Refrain] 

3 Hail, the heav'n-born Prince of Peace! Hail the sun of righteousness! Light and 

life to all he brings, Ris'n with healing in his wings. Mild He lays his glory by, Born 

that we no more may die, Born to raise each child of earth, Born to give us second 

birth. [Refrain]                                    

CONFESSION OF SINS 

L:  God has given us the ministry of reconciliation.  Therefore, let us be reconciled 

to God and to one another.  As you reflect and examine your week, ask God to 

have compassion on you and forgive your sins, both known and unknown. 

Silence for reflection and examination of our sins. 

L:  By the mercy and Grace of our Lord, we are granted pardon, forgiveness, and 

remission of all our sins.   

READINGS FOR THE DAY 

Jeremiah 31: 7-14              Psalm 147: 12-20 

Ephesians 1:3-14               John 1: 1-18 

MESSAGE 

SERMON FOR JANUARY 3, 2021 

JOHN 1-18 

This morning, let me take the opportunity to wish each of you a Happy New Year!  
I wish each of you good health, and a sense of peace knowing that God is always 
with us.  This past year has been a difficult one for all of us due to the Pandemic, 
yet we have much to look forward to in 2021, including a vaccine for this 
devastating virus  



This morning’s Gospel lesson was written by John, the Beloved disciple.  John is 
my favorite Gospel, and is unique among the four Gospels.  It contains accounts of 
miracles, encounters with individuals, and sayings of Jesus that are not found in 
any of the other three Gospels.  John is the last of the Gospels to be written, and 
the first thing we notice about John’s Gospel is that John does not immediately 
begin with Jesus’s earthly family line as Matthew does, or rush past details to the 
deeds of Jesus as Mark does. He does not concern himself with the historical 
circumstances of Jesus' life, and ministry as Luke does. The portrait of Jesus that 
John paints is one that looks back to the beginning of time and declares that 
before anything was, Jesus was also.   

The story of Jesus is not just the story of a man. The story of Jesus is not just the 
story of a family, or even a baby in the manger. The story of Jesus is the story of 
God, of God’s loving acts of creation.   John as a writer uses a lot of symbolism and 
seems to particularity like the symbolism of light versus darkness.  It is not hard to 
see that the birth of Jesus gives the human race a new beginning, a chance to 
change the darkness of their souls to that of light; for Jesus would eventually die 
on the cross for the sins of mankind, giving those who repent and believe a shining 
light on the path to eternal life. 
 
In a world that seems dark, a world that brings many of us anxiety on a daily basis, 
Jesus is with us every minute of our lives to bring us light and hope.  Among 
people who are destined to die, and all of us are destined to die, Jesus promises 
us Life. In a world where the past often haunts us, Jesus chooses to forgive the 
past and presents us with a future that is filled with blessing and grace.  
 
Every year many people vow to change a variety of things in their lives in the 
upcoming new year.   Perhaps some of you, like me, have started an annual new 
year diet.  Unfortunately, I work on the premise that even though I need to start 
eating more healthy food, I need to first eat all the junk food in the house so it is 
not there to tempt me anymore.  Most likely, by the time February rolls around, I 
am struggling to stay on track and not drift back toward my old habits.  So much 
for my will power when a Hershey Bar comes into sight.  Perhaps New Year’s 
Resolutions should be defined as a “to do” list for the month of January.   

Usually, the things that go on our list of New Year resolutions have to do with 
things in our physical lives, earthly things.  I often wonder how many people have 
vowed to pursue a more spiritual life in the new year by praying more, reading 



God’s word more, contemplating God’s Word, and listening for the guidance that 
comes from the Holy Spirit.  All of these practices help develop our spiritual 
resources so that when a bump in the road comes along, we can deal with it from 
a position of spiritual and mental strength knowing that God is with us.  
Interestingly, it has been proven that these activities actually improve our health, 
and prayer, for example, can elicit the relaxation response in many people.   

Building our spiritual resources and our relationship with God helps us to have 
more empathy and compassion for others.  Empathy is the ability and willingness 
to fully understand another person’s experience and connect it to your own. For 
example, rather than seeing an irritable neighbor or friend as a nuisance, you may 
recognize that they are reacting to stress in their life.  Compassion is the practice 
of responding to this realization with kindness, because you understand why the 
neighbor or friend is in a bad mood, and you respond with extra patience and 
listen deeply when they complain, rather than snapping back and being irritated 
yourself.   

As we search for a new beginning, a fresh start in this new year, when we face 
what we see as mountains in our lives, when we regret our past, when we long 
for a clean slate, we can be assured that Jesus is the only true way to a new 
beginning each day.  As we begin our new week and new year, let us remember 
that Christ truly is the light in our world, the light that can lead us to peace no 
matter what is happening in the world around us.  I Corinthians 5:17 tells us, “If 
anyone is in Christ, they are a new creation; the old is gone, the new has come.” 
This is the promise that Jesus wants to give to each of us, it’s his promise to forget 
all of our sins and all our failures if we turn to Him and truly repent of our sins.  
It’s a second chance for each of us, a new, fresh beginning. According to John, all 
we have to do is receive it as a gift, and it is ours. A new beginning from God who 
loves us so much He sent His only Son to die on the cross for our sins.  So Happy 
New Year, for each day with Christ can be fresh and new.       Amen 

 

HYMN # 2                                                                                Good Christian Friends Rejoice 

1 Good Christian friends, rejoice With heart and soul and voice; Give ye heed to 

what we say: Jesus Christ is born today; Ox and ass before him bow, And he is in 

the manger now. Christ is born today! Christ is born today! 



2 Good Christian friends, rejoice With heart and soul and voice; Now ye hear of 

endless bliss: Jesus Christ was born for this! He has opened heaven's door, And 

we are blest forevermore. Christ was born for this! Christ was born for this! 

3. Good Christian friends rejoice With heart and soul and voice; Now ye need not 

fear the grave; Jesus Christ was born to save! Calls you one and calls you all To 

gain his everlasting hall Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save!  

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

CLOSING PRAYER 

O God, your days are without beginning and without end. We dedicate 

this coming year to you.  Give us such prosperity as you know is good 

for us, and make us abound in doing whatever is pleasing to you; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
  Source: Mozarabic Collect for New Year 

 

HYMN # 3                                                                                            Go Tell it On the Mountain 

Refrain:     Go tell it on the mountain, Over the hills and ev'rywhere; Go tell it on 

the mountain  That Jesus Christ is born! 

1 While shepherds kept their watching O'er silent flocks by night, Behold,  

through out the heavens  There shone a holy light. [Refrain] 

2 The shepherds feared and trembled  When lo, above the earth Rang out the  

angel chorus That hailed our Savior's birth. [Refrain] 

3 Down in a lonely manger The humble Christ was born; And God set us salvation 

That blessed Christmas morn. [Refrain] 

THE BLESSING 

May God grant you the blessings of health and happiness, Of wealth and wisdom, 
peace and prosperity, And may you always have lots of love and laughter. 
 
DISMISSAL                                            Go in Peace and Serve the Lord! 



FOR JANUARY 10TH 

OPENING PRAYER 

Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over the 
waters. Immerse us in your grace, and transform us by your Spirit, that we may 
follow after your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
HYMN # 1 Brightest and Best of the Stars of the Morning 

1 Brightest and best of the stars of the morning, Dawn on our darkness and lend 

us your aid. Star of the East, the horizon adorning, Guide where our infant 

Redeemer is laid. 

2 Cold on his cradle the dew-drops are shining; Low lies his head with the beasts 

of the stall; Angels adore him in slumber reclining, Maker and Monarch and Savior 

of all. 

3 Shall we not yield him, in costly devotion, Fragrance of Edom and off'rings 

divine, Gems of the mountain and pearls of the ocean, Myrrh from the forest or 

gold from the mine? 

4 Vainly we offer each ample oblation, Vainly with gifts would his favor secure; 

Richer by far is the heart's adoration,  Dearer to God are the prayers of the poor. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

L:  God has given us the ministry of reconciliation.  Therefore, let us be reconciled 

to God and to one another.  As you reflect and examine your week, ask God to 

have compassion on you and forgive your sins, both known and unknown. 

Silence for reflection and examination of our sins. 

L:  By the mercy and Grace of our Lord, we are granted pardon, forgiveness, and 

remission of all our sins.   

 



READINGS FOR THE DAY 

Isaiah 60:1-6                             Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 

Ephesians 3: 1-12                    Matthew 2:1-12 

MESSAGE 

SERMON FOR JANUARY 10, 2021 

EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 

MATTHEW 2:1-12 

Welcome to Epiphany.  The season of illumination where we announce God’s light 
as revealed and radiated throughout all of creation.  Epiphany was the first and 
only holiday of the early Christian Church, other than Easter.  It was the first 
Christmas, and the Baptism of Jesus, and the visit by the Magi, and His first 
miracle, and much more all rolled into one.  The word “Epiphany” means 
“manifestation” or “shining forth.” The season of Epiphany in the church today 
deals with the first revealing of Jesus in His glory in the world, and still looks at His 
circumcision, His Baptism, and the visit of the Magi.  In Epiphany we celebrate the 
fulfillment of “Immanuel,” meaning “God with us.”  

Today, our Gospel lesson from Matthew tells us the story of the Magi.  A few 
Sundays ago, I shared with you that as a young girl, I was enamored with the Magi 
and their camels.  I talked about the fact that God can call on us at any time, and 
that if he can lead the Magi a great distance to see the Christ Child, then we can 
be sure that He can lead us to bring the good news of Christ to others. 

Today, however, we will be looking at other messages that the story of the Magi 
brings to each one of us.  When we think of the Magi, perhaps we think of them 
as having attributes that we ourselves do not have.  However, the Magi were not 
any different from us here is the year 2021, nor did they have anything we do not.  
They knew the Word of God, and by knowing it, they believed.  They heard the 
Word, they followed the Word, they believed the Word.  And, as a result, they 
met the Savior.  And they were Gentiles, a sure sign that Jesus’ message would be 
for all people.  In fact, Epiphany was long known as the Christmas of the Gentiles.   

In the time Matthew wrote his gospel, it was not readily believed that Jesus had 
been sent for both Jews and Gentiles.  The story of the Magi emphasizes that 
Jesus came to give redemption to everyone!  In fact, this message is repeated 



throughout the New Testament. That is, God has always intended the Gentiles to 
be part of His Church.  For example, in Romans, chapter 15, Paul spoke to the 
Roman church that was split between Jews and Gentiles, and where the Jews 
needed to be reminded that Gentiles were part of God’s original plan.  And Isaiah 
11:10 is very specific about this fact.  “The root of Jesse (Jesus) will come, even he 
who arises to rule the Gentiles; in him will be their hope"  

The Magi’s journey was also one of faith.   It takes a lot of faith to pick up and 
follow a star without question.   Even though they were gentiles, however, they 
would have had some knowledge of the Jewish messianic expectation, and it was 
a common belief in the ancient world that a ruler was to emerge from Judea at 
this time.  As watchers of the heavens, it was also thought that some unusual 
movement or stellar event of great magnitude heralded the birth of a King or 
someone of great personage. 

When they arrived and saw a little child wrapped in poor swaddling clothes, they 
never questioned whether He was the long, awaited Messiah, but fell down on 
their knees and worshipped Him.  What a demonstration of the kind of faith that 
we should all strive for in our own lives. 

Like the Magi, we too are on a journey of faith.  The light of the living Jesus is the 
star that we, as Christians, now follow. All that we know about Jesus, all that we 
believe about salvation, we have learned from the Word of God.  We believe by 
the same power of the Holy Spirit working through the Word of God as did the 
Magi of old.   

No matter who you are, Jew, Gentile, white, black, young, old, and so forth, you 
are a child of God.  You are part of God’s creation, and you were created in the 
image of God, and declared good by God.  Faith is a gift from God, and it is there 
for the taking.  The big question is, will you accept it and help spread God’s light 
throughout the world? 

The Pandemic has changed how we do just about everything daily, and many 
often feel that their lives are in disarray.  It is our faith in God that helps us to 
weather the storm, knowing that God’s hand will eventually untangle everything 
and set it right again.  Keeping our eyes trained on the guiding light of God’s will 
prevents us from focusing too narrowly on the chaos in our world right now.  We 
must continue to travel in the world by faith.  The Magi overcame many obstacles 
to find and worship the Christ Child.  They traveled for hundreds of miles which 



were fraught with danger, and they brought rare and precious gifts.  More 
importantly, they worshipped the infant Jesus and rejoiced that He had come into 
the world.  Can we do any less? 

As we begin our new week in this brand- new year, may we have the faith and 
diligence of the Magi, and may they inspire us to greater service to our Lord! The 
wise men confessed that the baby was the Messiah, the long- awaited Christ Child, 
by giving Him gifts, and we can now confess Him with our words and deeds. The 
question is, are we willing to make the effort to find, worship, and serve Christ?  
Let us heed the words on this popular bumper sticker, "Wise men still seek Him!” 
Amen 
 

HYMN # 2                                                           We Three Kings 

1 We three kings of Orient are; Bearing gifts we traverse afar, Field and fountain, 

moor and mountain, Following yonder star. 

Refrain:         O star of wonder, star of night! Star with royal beauty bright; West 

ward leading, still proceeding, Guide us to thy perfect light! 

2 Born a King on Bethlehem’s plain Gold I bring to crown Him again, King forever, 

ceasing never, Over us all to reign. (Refrain) 

3 Frankincense to offer have I; Incense owns a Deity nigh; Prayer and praising, 

gladly raising, Worshipping God Most High. (Refrain) 

4 Myrrh is mine, its bitter perfume Breathes a life of gathering gloom; Sorrowing, 

sighing, bleeding, dying, Sealed in the stone-cold tomb. (Refrain) 

5 Glorious now behold Him arise; King and God and Sacrifice; Heav'n sing 

alleluia:Alleluia the earth replies. (Refrain) 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Gracious God, we pray for confidence to share your Word with others and for the 
opportunity to proclaim it.  Forgive our reluctance, our timidity.  We pray for 
wisdom to know what should be said and the moment in which to say it. Forgive 
our reticence, our anxiety. We pray for knowledge of the fullness of your Grace 



and the willingness to live it. Forgive our ignorance, our self-reliance. Be the 
center of all we are; The Light by which we walk; The blessing we bring to others 
Through Jesus Christ alone we ask.      Amen 
 
HYMN # 3                                                                    As With Gladness Men of Old 

1 As with gladness men of old Did the guiding star behold; As with joy they hailed 

its light, Leading onward, beaming bright; So, most gracious Lord, may we 

Evermore be led by thee. 

2 As with joyful steps they sped, Savior, to thy lowly bed, There to bend the knee 

before Thee, whom heav'n and earth adore; So may we with willing feet Ever seek 

thy mercy seat. 

3 As they offered gifts most rare At thy cradle, rude and bare, So may we with 

holy joy, Pure and free from sin's alloy, All our costliest treasures bring, Christ, to 

thee, our heav'nly king. 

4 Holy Jesus, ev'ry day Keep us in the narrow way; And when earthly things are 

past, Bring our ransomed souls at last Where they need no star to guide, Where 

no clouds thy glory hide. 

 

5 In the heav'nly country bright Need they no created light; Thou its light, its joy, 

its crown, Thou its sun which goes not down; There forever may we sing Alleluias 

to our King. 

THE BLESSING 

Now may the strength of God sustain you, 
May the power of God preserve you, 
May the hands of God protect you,   
May the strength of God sustain you, 
May the way of God direct you,  
And, may the love of God go with you this day and forever more. 
Amen 
 
 



FOR JANUARY 17, 2021 

OPENING PRAYER   

Most wonderful God, foolish and flawed though we are, we too delight in your 
beloved Son.  As in his name we gather in the house of many praises, may the 
heavens be opened for us, that we may catch a glimpse of that Light and Love  
that transforms our common days with a beauty not of our making.  
Through Christ Jesus our Lord.  Amen! 
 
HYMN # 1                                                               God Himself is Present 

1 God Himself is present: Let us now adore Him And with awe appear before Him. 
God is in His temple; All within keep silence; Humbly kneel in deepest rev'rence. 
He alone On His throne Is our God and Savior; Praise His Name forever! 

2 God himself is present: Hear the harps resounding; See the hosts the throne  
surrounding. "Holy, Holy, Holy!" Hear the hymn ascending, Songs of saints and 
angels blending. Bow Your ear To us here: Hear, O Christ, the praises That Your 
church now raises. 

3 Fount of every blessing, Purify my spirit, Trusting only in Your merit. Like the 
holy angels, Worshiping before You, May I ceaselessly adore You. Let Your will 
Ever still Rule Your Church terrestrial As the hosts celestial. 

 

READINGS FOR THE DAY 

Genesis 1:1-5                 Psalm 29 

Acts 19:1-7                    Mark 1:4-11 

THE MESSAGE 

SERMON FOR JANUARY 17, 2021 

MARK 1:4-11 

Today we remember the baptism of Jesus. We rejoice in those baptized today and 
we remember and renew our own baptisms. Jesus baptism is included in all four 
of the Gospels.  Interestingly, Mark’s Gospel gives us only the briefest details of 
the event.  The historian Luke doesn’t give us much more, but Matthew fills out 



the story a little bit more.  All, however, narrate the story as Jesus’ inauguration  
into ministry.  In effect, it launched Jesus on the path that would end with His 
crucifixion and resurrection.   

Most of the Pastors that I know remember each and every person they have had 
the honor of baptizing.  Here is one that I am sure this Pastor will remember 
forever. It happened down south on a hot summer day.  The Pastor was in the 
river baptizing people when a drunk stumbled upon the baptismal service.  He 
walked right down into the water and stood next to the Pastor.  So, the Pastor ask 
him if he was ready to find Jesus?  The drunk looked back and said, "Yes, Pastor, 

I sure am." The Pastor then dunked the fellow under the water and pulled him 

right back up. "Have you found Jesus?" The Pastor asked. "No, I haven't!" said 
the drunk. The pastor then dunked him under for a bit longer, brought him up and 
said, "Now, brother, have you found Jesus?" "No, I haven't Pastor." The pastor in 
disgust held the man under for at least 30 seconds this time, brought him out of 
the water and said in a harsh tone, "Friend, are you sure you haven't found Jesus 
yet?" The old drunk wiped his eyes gasping for breath and said to the preacher, 
"Naw, pastor, are you sure this is where he fell in?" 

We all know that whether we are sprinkled with the baptismal water or dunked in 
the river, baptism itself is not where you find Jesus. We find Jesus in our hearts 
calling to us through the Holy Spirit, for faith is a gift from God.  Baptism is an act 
of commitment and identification.  When we are baptized people ‘s expectations 
of us go way up.  People will expect you to walk the talk. You're identified with 

Christ, and just like He was baptized to identify with us, we're baptized to 

identify with Him. 

According to the Lutheran tradition, baptism is a holy sacrament that welcomes 
the person being baptized into God’s family.  It is God's promise to His followers, 
not the follower's promise to God.  It is symbolic of God's love for all and provides 
a sense of comfort and assurance that all are saved from sin in the name of Jesus 
Christ.  According to Luther's Small Catechism, baptism is a sign that "the old 
person in us with all sins and evil desires is to be drowned through daily sorrow 
for sin and repentance, and that daily a new person is to come forth and rise up." 

This being said, you may be wondering why Jesus, who was without sin, would be 
baptized by John the Baptist.  And Mark sure does not help us out in anyway.  In 
his account there is no reason given why Jesus should go to the Jordan River to be 



baptized by John and very little explanation of the encounter between the 
prophet and forerunner, John, and Jesus the Messiah. 

Let’s step back for a minute and stand by the River Jordan.  You are standing 
there waiting your turn to be baptized by John for forgiveness.     In those days, 
there was a movement of the people back towards God, and you have come for 
that reason.  You have heard of the Jesus that people are starting to say is the 
long-awaited Messiah.  All of a sudden, a man appears, and people begin to 
whisper to each other that it is Jesus.  Then we hear John the Baptist say to the 
man, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” You see Jesus being 
baptized and you feel kinship with Him.  Jesus has identified himself with you and 
all of humankind.     

Jesus baptism also announced the beginning of His ministry.  Most importantly, it 
showed His great love for the Father, and that He would obey whatever the 
Father had in store for Him.  A clear message to us that we too as baptized 
Christians should be willing to obey what God has in store for us.  If we pray for 
guidance and listen for the Holy Spirit, God will lead us on the path He would like 
us to go.  It may not always be what we want to do, but God’s guidance is always 
there.   

Do you remember what happened when Jesus came out of the water? Matthew 
3:16-18 give us those details.   “After Jesus was baptized, He went up immediately 
from the water. The heavens suddenly opened for Him, and He saw the Spirit of 
God descending like a dove and coming down on Him. And there came a voice 
from heaven: This is My beloved Son, whom I love; with Him I am well pleased.”  
For us this morning, the message is that we too would do well to live so that the 
Father is well pleased.  When God is pleased with us, nothing else matters.  
Humble obedience and commitment to God and identification with God always 
lead to His affirmation. 

As we begin our new week let remember our own Baptisms and that we belong to 
God.  Let us also be remined that God gives each of us unreserved acceptance, 
limitless love, grace, and forgiveness of all our sins.     AMEN 

 

 



HYMN # 2    I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry 

1 "I was there to hear your borning cry, I'll be there when you are old. I rejoiced 

the day you were baptized to see your life unfold. I was there when you were but 

a child, with a faith to suit you well; in a blaze of light you wandered off to find 

where demons dwell." 

 2 "When you heard the wonder of the Word I was there to cheer you on; you 

were raised to praise the living Lord, to whom you now belong. If you find 

someone to share your time and you join your hearts as one, I'll be there to make 

your verses rhyme from dusk till rising sun."  

3 "In the middle ages of your life, not too old, no longer young, I'll be there to 

guide you through the night, complete what I've begun. When the evening gently 

closes in and you shut your weary eyes, I'll be there as I have always been, with 

just one more surprise."  

4 "I was there to hear your borning cry, I'll be there when you are old. I rejoiced 

the day you were baptized to see your life unfold." 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

CLOSING PRAYER 

Gracious God, we thank you for the precious gift of baptism, that we can publicly 
declare our love and passion for you.  We ask for you goodness and blessings to 
be poured out on us, your faithful servants.  We pray that you would work deeply 
within our heart and soul to renew and refresh them each day.  Come guide our 
footsteps, give us a hope and vision for the future.     AMEN 

HYMN # 3                                                   Praise, My Soul, The King of Heaven 

1 Praise, my soul, the King of heaven; To his feet your tribute bring. Ransomed, 
healed, restored, forgiven, Evermore his praises sing. Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise the 
everlasting King!  

2 Praise him for his grace and favor To our forebears in distress. Praise him, still 
the same forever, Slow to chide and swift to bless. Alleluia! Alleluia! Glorious in 
his faithfulness! 



3 Tenderly he shields and spares us; Well our feeble frame he knows. In his hands 
he gently bears us, Rescues us from all our foes. Alleluia! Alleluia! Widely as his 
mercy flows. 

4 Angels help us to adore him, Who behold him face to face. Sun and moon bow 
down before him; All who dwell in time and space. Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise with 
us the God of grace. 

THE BLESSING 

May the Lord bless you and keep you.  May the Lord make his face to shine upon 
you, and be gracious to you.   May the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and 
give you peace. Go in peace and serve the Lord! 

 

FOR SUNDAY, JANUARY 24TH 

OPENING PRAYER 

Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your service. Strengthen 
us by your Spirit, and make us worthy of your call, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord.  Amen. 
 
HYMN # 1                                                         This is My Father’s World 

1 This is my Father's world, And to my list'ning ears All nature sings, and round me 

rings The music of the spheres. This is my Father's world; I rest me in the thought 

Of rocks and trees, of skies and seas; His hand the wonders wrought. 

 

2 This is my Father's world; The birds their carols raise; The morning light, the lily  

white, Declare their maker's praise. This is my Father's world; He shines in all 

that's fair. In the rustling grass I hear him pass; He speaks to me ev'rywhere. 

3 This is my Father's world; Oh, let me ne'er forget That, though the wrong seems 

oft so strong, God is the ruler yet. This is my Father's world; Why should my heart 

be sad? The Lord is king, let the heavens ring; God reigns, let the earth be glad! 

 



CONFESSION OF SINS 

L:  God has given us the ministry of reconciliation.  Therefore, let us be reconciled 

to God and to one another.  As you reflect and examine your week, ask God to 

have compassion on you and forgive your sins, both known and unknown. 

Silence for reflection and examination of our sins. 

L:  By the mercy and Grace of our Lord, we are granted pardon, forgiveness, and 

remission of all our sins.   

 

READINGS FOR THE DAY 

1 Samuel 3: 1-20                        Psalm 139: 1-6, 13-18 

1 Corinthians 6: 12-20              John 1: 43-51 

 

THE MESSAGE 

SERMON FOR JANAUARY 24, 2021 

PSALM 139: 1-6, 13-18 

This morning our message is based on our reading from Psalm 139.  I personally 
have come to love the Psalms.  I often pray one of the Psalms in the morning and 
have found that they cover just about every human condition that exists.  In fact, 
the ancient writer Athanasius, said, “The Psalms become like a mirror to the 
person singing them.”  That is, we see ourselves and our life situations in the 
Psalms. 

Psalm 139 is one of my personal favorites.  The entire Psalm itself is one that is 
full of great meaning.  In general, the psalmist is talking about a God that is ever 
present in our lives and who is omniscience.  When we examine the text, we are 
immediately confronted by a God who knows everything.  For some the Psalm 
may be frightening.  Listen again to these words, “You have searched me LORD, 
and you know me.  You know when I sit and when I rise; you perceive my thoughts 
from afar.  You discern my going out and my lying down; you are familiar with all 
my ways. Before a word is on my tongue you, LORD, know it completely.”  When 
you aren’t living the life you should,  it can be frightening to hear that God’s eye is 



all seeing and that He is aware of all we do and think.  Just a month ago the 
Christmas song, “He   sees you when you’re sleeping, he knows when you’re 
awake, he knows if you’ve been bad or good, so be good for heaven’s sake,” was 
being played on the radio. I don’t know if Santa Claus can really do that, but I do 
know from the Scripture that God can. 

Even for those who believe and try to live the Christian life, the omnipresence of 
God, His knowing even to the minutest detail of our lives can be troubling.  It can 
be frightening to think about God knowing all our sin and hidden thoughts as well. 
Our natural tendency is to run from God. We try to hide ourselves even as Adam 
and Eve tried to hide themselves from the presence of God. But hiding is futile, 
for God is a living God who is with us every minute of our days.    

On the other hand, for those who believe, it is comforting at the same time, for 
we all at times feel like God is far away, yet this psalm assures us that He is ever 
present and aware of what is happening in our lives. 

Let me share this story with you.  A couple had two little boys, ages 8 and 10, who 
were excessively mischievous. The two were always getting into trouble and their 
parents could be assured that if any mischief occurred in their town their two 
young sons were in some way involved. The parents were at their wits end as to 
what to do about their sons' behavior. The mother had heard that a clergyman in 
town had been successful in disciplining children in the past, so she asked her 
husband if he thought they should send the boys to speak with the clergyman. 
The husband said, 'We might as well. We need to do something before I really 
lose my temper!' The clergyman agreed to speak with the boys, but asked to see 
them individually. The 8-year-old went to meet with him first. The clergyman sat 
the boy down and asked him sternly, 'Where is God?' 

The boy made no response, so the clergyman repeated the question in an even 
sterner tone, 'Where is God?' Again, the boy made no attempt to answer. So, the 
clergyman raised his voice even more and shook his finger in the boy's face, 
'WHERE IS GOD?'  At that the boy bolted from the room and ran directly home, 
slamming himself in the closet. His older brother followed him into the closet and 
asked what had happened. The younger brother replied, 'We are in BIG trouble 
this time. God is missing and they think we did it.”  

 Let me, like the Psalm assure you that God is never missing. Through thick and 
thin, He is with us.  Although God knows everything about us, we also matter 



greatly to God, who is a God of grace and love.  The fact that the light exposes our 
sin is not meant that anyone should perish and be judged for their sin. This is not 
to say that many will unfortunately suffer from eternal judgment. But God’s 
motivation is to save and not to destroy. The real answer involves coming to the 
Light and not running from it. The reins God places on us are meant to steer us 
away from our evil inclinations and to lead us in the right path. We realize that 
even in the darkness, we are still in God’s light. No matter what happens to us, 
God means this for good. 

As we leave here and begin our new week, let us remember that God has made us 
fearfully and wonderfully, and that He made us to do the work that He has 
planned for us.  We each have a place in God’s mission here on earth to bring the 
message of the miracle of Christ and what He did for each of us on the cross to 
others.   Each one of us is unique and truly special in God’s eyes, and each of us 
has been given a special talent.  God is with us so who could be against us?  Let us 
resolve to go forth and do the work of God where ever we can!  Amen 

HYMN # 2                                                                               O God Beyond All Praising 

1. O God beyond all praising, we worship you today and sing the loving amazing 

that songs cannot repay; for we can only wonder at every gift you send, at 

blessings without number and mercies without end: we lift our hearts before you 

and wait upon your Word, we honor and adore you, our great and mighty Lord. 

2. Then hear, O gracious Savior, accept the love we bring, that we who know your 

favor may serve you as our King; and whether our tomorrows be filled with good 

or ill, we’ll triumph through our sorrows and rise to bless you still: to marvel at 

your beauty and glory in your ways, and make a joyful duty our sacrifice of praise. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

CLOSING PRAYER 

Gracious God, we thank you for all the blessings that you have given us in our lives.   
We pray Lord that the peace of your presence will never depart from us. As we go 
out into the world, we pray that you help us to love and serve you better in 
everything that we do.  Bless us as we go and let your love be our joy. 
Amen. 



HYMN # 3                                                                     It Is Well With My Soul 

1 When peace, like a river, attendeth my way; When sorrows, like sea billows, 

roll; Whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say, It is well, it is well with my soul. 

2 Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come, Let this blest assurance 

control, That Christ hath regarded my helpless estate And hath shed his own 

blood for my soul. 

3 He lives - oh, the bliss of this glorious thought; My sin, not in part, but the 

whole, Is nailed to his cross, and I bear it no more, Praise the Lord, praise the 

Lord, O my soul!  

4 And, Lord, haste the day when our faith shall be sight, The clouds be rolled back 

as a scroll, The trumpet shall sound, and the Lord shall descend; Even so it is well 

with my soul. 

THE BLESSING 

May God the creator strengthen you;  May Jesus the beloved fill you;  and may 
the Holy Spirit, the comforter, keep you in peace.    Go in Peace, be the Light of 
Christ! 

 

FOR JANUARY 31, 2021 

OPENING PRAYER 

Gracious God, we want the hands of a true fisher of men. Lord, help us to not be 

afraid to go wherever the fish are. Let us not be afraid to get our hands dirty.  

Give us courage and strength as we go about your work.   In Jesus name we pray, 

Amen. 

HYMN # 1                                                       Love Divine All Loves Excelling, LBW 315 

1 Love divine, all loves excelling, Joy of heav'n, to earth come down! Fix in us thy 
humble dwelling, All thy faithful mercies crown. Jesus, thou art all compassion, 
Pure, unbounded love thou art; Visit us with thy salvation, Enter ev'ry trembling 
heart. 



2 Breathe, oh, breathe thy loving Spirit Into ev'ry troubled breast; Let us all in 
thee inherit; Let us find thy promised rest. Take away the love of sinning; Alpha 
and Omega be; End of faith, as its beginning, Set our hearts at liberty. 

3 Come, Almighty, to deliver; Let us all thy life receive; Suddenly return, and 
never, Nevermore thy temples leave. Thee we would be always blessing, Serve 
thee as thy hosts above, Pray, and praise thee without ceasing, Glory in thy 
perfect love. 

4 Finish then thy new creation, Pure and spotless let us be; Let us see thy great 
salvation Perfectly restored in thee! Changed from glory into glory, Till in heav'n 
we take our place, Till we cast our crowns before thee, Lost in wonder, love, and 
praise! 
 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

L:  God has given us the ministry of reconciliation.  Therefore, let us be reconciled 

to God and to one another.  As you reflect and examine your week, ask God to 

have compassion on you and forgive your sins, both known and unknown. 

Silence for reflection and examination of our sins. 

L:  By the mercy and Grace of our Lord, we are granted pardon, forgiveness, and 

remission of all our sins.   

 

READINGS FOR THE DAY 

Jonah 3:1-5, 10                            Psalm 62: 5-12 

I Corinthians 7: 29-31                 Mark 1:14-20 

THE MESSAGE 

SERMON FOR JANUARY 31, 2021 

MARK 1: 14-20 

Today’ readings contain two of my favorite memories from my Sunday school 
days in the pre-school room.  I remember the awe of Jonah in the belly of the 
whale, and loved singing, “He will make you fishers of men.”  I am sure at that age 



I did not understand much of the underlying meanings of these stories, but the 
ideas were planted so that they could come to fruition later in my life.   

In the case of Jonah, the Lord told him, “Go to the great city of Nineveh and 
preach against it, because its wickedness has come up before me.”  Now we all 
know that Jonah instead of doing what the Lord ask him to do, ran away and got 
on a ship to Tarshish to flee from the Lord, and ultimately the winds came up and 
Jonah went overboard into the belly of the whale until he finally was ready to 
obey.  

Jesus’ call of the disciples has a different result.  As Jesus walks beside the Sea of 
Galilee, he sees Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the lake. They 
were circular nets up to twenty feet in diameter with stone weights attached all 
around the circumference of the net. They would cast the net out on the water, 
the weights would sink, and then they would pull the net back in with an attached 
rope that would draw the net together catching any fish in its path. Mark tells us 
that Simon and Andrew were both fishermen, and so I am sure they were quite 
expert at this.  And as Jesus walks up and sees them casting their net into the 
lake, he issues his call to them: “Come, follow me and I will make you fishers of 
men.” (Mark 1:17)  

At once they left their nets and followed Him.  There was no delay, they just 
dropped their nets and left their father to bring in the boat alone.  The difference 
in the two stories is obvious.  Simon and Andrew did not run and try to hide, they 
immediately left all behind and followed Jesus. Like each of us, they were part of 
a community, part of a family, had friends and a job, but they were willing to say 
goodbye to their past, and walk away.   

This is even more extraordinary when we realize that they were being called to 
follow a person, not a set type of religion or even a set way of life.  Of course, 
they may have heard that Jesus was the long- awaited Messiah, but how did they 
know for sure?  Jesus was well known at this point, but He was most likely 
considered to be just another rabbi.  Yet, there must have been something very 
special about His call, just is there is something special about His call to each one 
of us to follow Him. 

It helps to understand the culture of the people of Galilee at that time.  They were 
as a whole some of the most religious Jews in the world. They would have had 
more interactions with the outside world because they lived on the sea and were 
on the trade route of that day, and were probably more educated in the scripture.  

https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mark%201.17


Children were brought up in this community with a strong educational system. 
Beginning at age 5 they begin to learn the Scriptures and continued until their late 
teens where they then began to learn a trade or in the case of woman, were 
married. A rabbi was responsible for the education of the students in each 
community and they were highly revered. To study further would have been a 
great honor.  When the rabbi accepted the students request to follow them, it 
indicated that the rabbi felt the student had the ability and commitment to 
become like him. It showed that the rabbi had great confidence in the student. 
So, in the verses above when Jesus asked Simon and Peter to “follow him”, it was 
a statement that Jesus had confidence that they could be like him.  His call 
instilled faith that this was the right thing for them to do.  Jesus calls to each of us 
too today to follow Him, as He has the confidence that we too can become more 
and more like Him.  That in itself is something that should fill us with awe.  Jesus, 
Himself, believes in us and our ability to change.   

Like the disciples that day, we too are called to be “fishers of men.”  In other 
words, when Jesus calls us, He not only wants our loyalty and trust, but He wants 
to change us. He wants to make us into something we were not before. He wants 
to make us into fishers of men.  That is, the call to follow Jesus includes the call to 
bring other people to God.   Jesus came to seek and to save that which was lost, 
and so if you are following Him, you will join Him in this all- important task. 

For most of us, the “follow me” moments of life are less about where we are 
going or what we are doing, and more about who we are becoming. The disciples 
left everything behind in order to follow Jesus. Following Jesus is actually a whole 
series of leaving things behind. When we first begin to follow Jesus, we leave our 
old way of life behind, but as we continue to follow, we will have to leave other 
things behind along the way. What might God be asking you to leave behind? 
What is standing in the way of you building a stronger relationship with Jesus 
today? The call to follow Jesus is the call to discipleship. Christ is calling you to 
help forward His mission. How will you respond?  Amen 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

CLOSING PRAYER 

Gracious God, it is during times of discouragement, bewilderment, or delay that 

we find ourselves more attentive to godly instruction.  It seems our hearts are 



more yielded and our minds more absorbing of the truths You want to convey 

when we’re no longer trying to take charge.  Like the disciples who were fishing in 

the usual way expecting the usual results we also relate to such efforts.  But You 

are extraordinary and You do extraordinary work in our lives as we yield our will 

to Yours and heed Your instruction. Shape us into the most useful and enduring 

vessel that brings glory to You while we cast our nets for the great catch of men 

and women, boys and girls for the kingdom.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 

HYMN # 3                                                                                  Battle Hymn of the Republic 

1 Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord; He is trampling out the 

vintage where the grapes of wrath are stored; He has loosed the fateful lightning 

of his terrible swift sword: His truth is marching on. 

Refrain:     Glory, glory! Hallelujah!   Glory, glory! Hallelujah!    Glory, glory!   

                  Hallelujah!   His truth is marching on. 

2 He has sounded forth the trumpet that shall never call retreat; He is sifting out 

the hearts of men before his judgment seat. Oh, be swift, my soul, to answer him; 

be jubilant, my feet!  Our God is marching on.                        [Refrain] 

3 In the beauty of the lilies Christ was born across the sea, With a glory in his 

bosom that transfigures you and me. As he died to make men holy, let us live to 

make men free,  While God is marching on.                           [Refrain] 

 

THE BLESSING 

May God the creator strengthen you;  May Jesus the beloved fill you; and may the 

Holy Spirit the comforter ☩ keep you in peace. Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. 
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