April 2021
A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
My Dear friends,
Oh happy day it’s spring! The sun is out, the flowers are in bloom, and we’re
shedding the gray of winter. I can’t help smiling and humming the song to
myself, “Oh Happy Day When the Lord Took My Sins Away.” This April, it is
very appropriate as we celebrate Easter the first Sunday in the month. Easter

always brings hope to all of us. For the Christian, the Cross tells us that God
understands our human suffering, for Jesus took upon Himself all of our sins at
the Cross, all of our failures, and all of our sufferings. What a joy to celebrate the
sacrifice and victory of Jesus our Lord and Savior! Spring is an invitation to
take in the sunshine and embrace all the promise of the season, and there is no
greater promise than that we can have eternal life because of what Christ did
for each one of us on the cross.
I don’t know about you, but I am enjoying the feeling of an extra burst of
energy that spring sunshine seems to give me. This past winter seemed
especially long as most of us stayed shut up in our homes to help prevent the
spread of the Covid virus. April is also a time of planting seeds as the spring
showers come, and we certainly have had the seeds of hoped planted in our
lives as more and more people get vaccinated against this terrible illness. In the
meantime, let us continue to do what we need to keep ourselves and others
safe. James 1: 12 tells us that “God blesses those who patiently endure testing
and temptation.” So, let us hang on just a little while longer.

Let our hearts sing with joy as we celebrate the resurrection of our Lord Jesus
Christ and the hope it brings to each of us. May God bless each one of you and I
hope we can be together soon,
Pastor Linda

UPDATE FROM COUNCIL – “IN-PERSON CHURCH SERVICES”
Now that vaccination for the virus is becoming more available, the council will
continue to closely follow the numbers in our community to guide us in deciding
when it will be safer for us to begin in-person services in the church. We hope
that opening our doors will happen soon, possibly as soon as May. At this point
we will still need to wear masks, social distance, and abide by the
recommendation that we not sing when we return. However, we can sing the
songs in our hearts until it is safe to resume our normal activities. It will be such a
pleasure to see each other when we return, and at least chat from a safe distance.
When we do re-open our doors, we will continue to broadcast the services via
“Facebook Live” for those who want to continue worshipping from home.
Broadcasting our services has made it possible for many who cannot attend
church in person to enjoy the services and grow spiritually, and we want to
continue providing for their needs. For those who do not use technology and
cannot physically come to church, printed Sunday services will also continue being
sent to them.
We ask for your prayers as we continue the work of the Church and move toward
making this important decision. May God bless each one of you and keep you
safe and healthy.
Church Council will meet April 13, 2021 at 7 p.m.
in the Parish House. Social distancing and masks
will be used.

HEY KIDS AND THOSE WHO ARE YOUNG AT HEART!
DO YOU KNOW THE ANSWERS?? (Find answers at
the end of newsletter)
1. Why was 6 afraid of 7?

2. What do you call a duck that gets all A’s?

3. Why did the cookie go to the hospital?
to get his ears pierced?

4. How much does it cost a pirate

“MORNING GLORIES” MITTENS AND CAP PROJECT FOR
THE LUTHERAN MISSION

The Morning Glories are making caps and mittens that will be blessed at the
beginning of September, and sending them to the Navajo Evangelical Lutheran
Mission in Arizona. The hat and mittens can be for infants through adult sizes. If
you knit or crochet, please join us.
The mission has Chapel Services, a small school, and a Café where the elderly
came come for free lunch and a place to fellowship. They also serve the Navajo
by providing many needed items. If you don’t knit or crochet, we will also
accept hats and mittens purchased from the store. Let’s ban together and make
sure the people of this community are warm next winter. Many areas of
Arizona, like this one, do get as cold as it does here in PA.

Lenten Ingathering – 40 days of giving
Well done good and faithful servants. Thank you so much for your continued
support of our congregation and our social ministry projects!
Our Lenten mission this year was to collect the following items for Join Hands
Ministries to share on our behalf to those in need. And your response was great!!
Twenty one containers of laundry detergent, 23 bottles of dish washing detergent,
13 bottles of body wash, 11 shampoo, 10 cream rinse, 24 boxes of band aids and
12 tubes of ointment were delivered to Join Hands
Thank you for your help with this project!

New phone numbers:

Rena Adams 717-275-5256

Room # change: Joann Reed is now in Room # 208 at the Manor at Perry Village
Glenna Nulton

4837 E. Trindle Road
Building #4, Apartment 212
Mechanicsburg, PA 17050

phone number remains the
same - 717-275-3232

A PRAYER FOR THE MONTH OF APRIL
Lord God, We see signs of new life all around us as the days continue to grow
longer, Thank you for the buds and the blossoms; the grass and the warmth of
sunshine. May we remember that you have created us and love us, and even if it
doesn’t feel like spring sometimes – outside or in our hearts – we can find
newness of life through your presence. Please help us to notice the beauty
around us; A child’s smile, a work of art, and insect, a friend’s embrace. May we
also share beauty and life with those whom we meet. Help us to glorify you as we
promote peace, love and grace. May we speak truth in love, and forgive those
who wrong us, by your strength. We love you Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen
Written by Amy Pye

SAVE THE DATES FOR “HOLY WEEK” EVENTS
DRIVE THROUGH COMMUNION April 1st

10am – noon and 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.

MAUDY THURSDAY

April 1st

7:00 p.m.

GOOD FRIDAY

April 2nd

7:00 p.m.

EASTER SUNDAY SUNRISE SERVICE

April 4th

6:30 a.m.

EASTER SERVICE

April 4th

9:00 a.m.

MAUNDY THURSDAY - APRIL 1 - “DRIVE THROUGH COMMUNION”
A “Drive Through” opportunity to receive communion will be offered on April 1st,
from 10 a.m. to noon, and from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. in the Church’s parking lot.
Please be assured that every effort will be made to keep you safe. If you have any
questions, please contact Pastor Linda at 717-386-8762 or
Lindashank@centurylink.net.

OUR RESPONSIBILITY AS CHRISTIANS
The weather, plants, and animals are all part of the environment God created on
the Earth, and God asks each one of us to take care of His creation. In the Bible,
God commands man to be a steward of the environment. Isaiah and Jeremiah
both prophesy about the dire consequences that occur when man disobeys God
and fails to take care of the Earth. Here is what Isaiah 24:4-6 tells us. "The earth
dries up and withers, the world languishes and withers, the exalted of the earth
languish. The earth is defiled by its people; they have disobeyed the laws, violated
the statutes and broken the everlasting covenant. Therefore a curse consumes
the earth; its people must bear their guilt. Therefore earth's inhabitants are
burned up, and very few are left."
These are strong words and we can certainly see that our earth is being defiled all
around us. Here are a few simple things that each of us can do to help. First, we
can purchase and commit to carrying and using a reusable bag. Think of all the
plastic that pollutes our environment because we go to the store and get our
purchases put into plastic bags which we dispose of. Did you know that it takes
500 years for a plastic bag to decompose? Secondly, if we have any leaky faucets,
fixing them can save a lot of water over time, and third, why not go for a nice walk
around the area where you live and pick up and discard any trash you might find.

These are all little things, but in the long run, they can have a big impact. Let’s all
do our part to keep God’s world as He intended.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE PART OF OUR PRAYER CHAIN?
Often we get requests for prayer, not only from our congregation members but
from those in our community. We are attempting to establish a group of people
who will be “prayer warriors.” If you would like to be part of the prayer chain,
please let a message on the church phone line, or let Gay or Pastor Linda know. If
you use a phone that has an option to receive messages, you will receive your
notification that way. If you do not have access to receiving phone messages, you
will receive a phone call. This is an easy way for everyone in our congregation to
participate in God’s great ministry!

Health Care Facilities: George & Dot Berrier, Ruth Dunkelberger, Marhtea Keck,
Glenn Nulton, and Joann Reed.
At home: Jim & Joan Carroll, Marilyn & Phil Eckert, and Pat Swenson.
Friends & Neighbors: Jean & bob Anstine, Vivian Beaston, Rev. Bob and Sharron
Blezard, Louise Clouser, Mary Hafer, and Ruth Shepherd.
Everyone affected by the COVID-19 virus in an way.

Please contact the office (717-582-4356) with additions, corrections or deleations.

GOD’S WORK OUR HANDS DAY – SEPTEMBER 12th, 2021
The churches in the Perry Conference have decided that we will collect items for
Personal Care Kits and assemble them on Sunday, September 12. Christ Lutheran
will be responsible for collecting 500 nail clippers and 100 towels. Bath towels
should be lightweight bath size, and can be given to Gay or put in the designated
spot in the Sunday School Room. We can purchase the nail clippers in bulk through
Amazon, so we will be taking monetary donations to help cover their cost.

Our April Worship
MAUNDY THURSDAY, APRIL 1, 2021
OPENING PRAYER
Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his betrayal, Jesus gave us a new
commandment, to love one another as he loves us. Write this commandment in
our hearts, and give us the will to serve others as he was the servant of all, your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

HYMN # 1

Where Charity and Love Prevail

# 126

CONFESSION OF OUR SINS
Friends in Christ, in this Lenten season we have heard our Lord's call to intensify
our struggle against sin, death, and the devil—all that keeps us from loving God
and each other. This is the struggle to which we were called at baptism. Within
the community of the church, God never wearies of forgiving sin and giving the
peace of reconciliation. On this night let us confess our sins against God and our
neighbor, and enter the paschal celebration reconciled with God and with one
another.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.
Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us
and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of
the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of
the Holy Spirit.
Amen

READINGS FOR THE EVENING
Exodus 12: 1-4 (5-10), 11-14

Psalm 116: 1-2, 12-19

1 Corinthians 11: 23-26

THE WASHING OF FEET
John 13: 1-17, 31b-35
The MESSAGE
Tonight, Maundy Thursday, is one of the most dramatic nights of the Church year:
the last supper, the food washing, the stripping of the altar in preparation for
Good Friday. After tonight, nothing about Jesus journey makes good sense. Jesus
is betrayed, tried and condemned, and hung on the cross to die.
The Last Supper was more than just the last meal that Jesus ate with His disciples,
it was also the Passover meal. The Last Supper brought the Old Testament
observance of the Passover feast to its fulfillment. Passover was an especially
holy event for the Jewish people, and remember Jesus was Jewish. It
commemorated the time when God spared the Jewish people from the plague
and brought them out of slavery in Egypt. (Exodus 11:1-13:16) Importantly, the
Last Supper was a significant event that proclaimed a turning point in God’s plan
for the world. In comparing the crucifixion of Jesus to the feast of Passover, we
can readily see the redemptive nature of Christ’s death. As symbolized by the
original Passover sacrifice in the Old Testament, Christ’s death atones for the sins
of His people; His blood rescues us from death and saves us from slavery. Today,
the Lord’s Supper is when believers reflect upon Christ’s perfect sacrifice and
know that, through our faith in receiving Him, we will be with Him forever.
John’s account of the Last Supper in not the only account as each of the Gospels
contain a parallel description. Each contain the words we are all familiar with,
“This is my body,” and “This is my blood.” Jesus’ words during the Last Supper
about the unleavened bread and the cup echo what He had said after He fed the
5,000: “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never go hungry, and
whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.”
In Jesus day, foot washing was a common custom. The roads of Palestine were
dirt and they were shared with the animals, so you never knew what you might
step in. In dry weather, the roads were inches deep in dust and when it rained,
they were nothing but mud. For that reason, there were always great waterpots
at the door of a house; and a servant was there with a pitcher and a towel to

wash the soiled feet of the guests as they came in. Jesus’ little company of friends
had no servants. Thus, the duties which servants would carry out in wealthier
circles must have been shared among the disciples, all except this night. For some
reason, no one had stepped forward to take on the task.
In fact, right before the supper that had been arguing among themselves as to
which of them was the greatest. Perhaps that is what distracted them from
washing their own feet or the feet of the others. In contrast to that of the
disciples that night, Jesus gets up and does something unusual. He gets a basin of
water and a towel and begins to wash their feet. Jesus’ attitude of servanthood
was an example for all of us. It demonstrates that there is no task too menial for
any of us to perform, and do so humbly.
I don’t know about you, but I have always wondered why none of the other
disciples said anything when Jesus began to wash their feet. Only Peter spoke up,
and to his credit, Peter was profoundly uncomfortable with the Lord washing his
feet, and, never being at a loss for words, Peter protested, “You shall never wash
my feet!” Then in John 13:8, Jesus says something that must have further
shocked Peter: “Unless I wash you, you have no part with me,” prompting Peter,
whose love for the Savior was genuine, to request a complete washing. Then
Jesus explained the true meaning of being washed by Him. Peter had experienced
the cleansing of salvation and did not need to be washed again in the spiritual
sense.
Many of us try to rationalize various things that occur in our lives. That was what
Peter was trying to do. “You will never wash my feet,” he tells Jesus. He doesn’t
understand how or why Jesus could or would wash his feet. To Peter it makes no
sense. That not how it’s supposed to be, but yes, that is exactly how it should be.
It has to be this way. Otherwise, we “have no share” with Jesus. “You do not know
what I am doing,” Jesus tells Peter, “but later you will understand.” To give
ourselves to this night is to give ourselves to Jesus.
As we end the service this evening, I think the question for all of us is whether or
not we will allow Jesus to wash our feet. When Jesus washes our feet, all the things
we are trying to keep hidden from the world are washed away, all our secrets, our
hurts, our deep- down wounds, things that Jesus already knows about each one of
us will be gone. Only this cleansing can bring us the peace of heart that we all seek
and, we can feel free because we have acknowledged all things before our God.
Let us humble ourselves this night before our God. Amen
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CLOSING PRAYER
Lord Jesus Christ, on the night before you suffered, you showed your disciples the
extent of your love, you gave them this sacrament of forgiveness and
remembrance, and you promised them that you would drink it again with them in
your Father’s kingdom. As we have partaken of this sacrament, show us your love
in your words of invitation, restore our joy in the forgiveness you have won by
your death and resurrection, and give us hope in the promise you have given of a
feast to come. In this sacrament, live and rule in us, even as you live and rule with
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
The Stripping of the Altar:

GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE
APRIL 2, 2021
At the heart of the Good Friday liturgy is the passion according to John, which
proclaims Jesus as a triumphant king who reigns from the cross. The ancient title for this day—
the triumph of the cross—reminds us that the church gathers not to mourn this day but to
celebrate Christ’s life-giving passion and to find strength and hope in the tree of life. In the
ancient bidding prayer, we offer petitions for all the world for whom Christ died.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, look with loving mercy on your family, for whom our Lord Jesus
Christ was willing to be betrayed, to be given over to the hands of sinners, and to
suffer death on the cross; who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, forever and ever. Amen.
READING:

Isaiah 52:13—53:12

The fourth servant poem promises ultimate vindication for the servant, who made his life an
offering for sin. The early church saw in the servant’s pouring himself out to death and being
numbered with the transgressors important keys for understanding the death of Jesus.
13

See, my servant shall prosper; he shall be exalted and lifted up, and shall be
very high. 14Just as there were many who were astonished at him —so marred
was his appearance, beyond human semblance, and his form beyond that of
mortals—15so he shall startle many nations; kings shall shut their mouths because
of him; for that which had not been told them they shall see, and that which they
had not heard they shall contemplate.
53:1
Who has believed what we have heard? And to whom has the arm of
the LORD been revealed? 2For he grew up before him like a young plant,
and
like a root out of dry ground; he had no form or majesty that we should look at
him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 3He was despised and
rejected by others; a man of suffering and acquainted with infirmity; and as one
from whom others hide their faces he was despised, and we held him of no
account.
4
Surely he has borne our infirmities and carried our diseases; yet we accounted
him stricken, struck down by God, and afflicted.5But he was wounded for our
transgressions, crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the punishment that
made us whole, and by his bruises we are healed.
6
All we like sheep have gone astray; we have all turned to our own way,
and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.
7
He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth;
like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is
silent, so he did not open his mouth. 8By a perversion of justice he was taken
away. Who could have imagined his future? For he was cut off from the land of
the living, stricken for the transgression of my people. 9They made his grave with
the wicked and his tomb with the rich, although he had done no violence, and
there was no deceit in his mouth.
10
Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him with pain. When you make his life

an offering for sin, he shall see his offspring, and shall prolong his days; through
him the will of the LORD shall prosper. 11Out of his anguish he shall see light; he
shall find satisfaction through his knowledge. The righteous one, my servant, shall
make many righteous, and he shall bear their iniquities. 12Therefore I will allot him
a portion with the great,
and he shall divide the spoil with the strong;
because he poured out himself to death, and was numbered with the
transgressors; yet he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the
transgressors.
HYMN:
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THE PASSION ACCORDING TO ST. JOHN
PART ONE: John 18:1–11
After Jesus had spoken these words, he went out with his disciples across the
Kidron valley to a place where there was a garden, which he and his disciples
entered. 2Now Judas, who betrayed him, also knew the place, because Jesus
often met there with his disciples. 3So Judas brought a detachment of soldiers
together with police from the chief priests and the Pharisees, and they came
there with lanterns and torches and weapons. 4Then Jesus, knowing all that was
to happen to him, came forward and
asked them, "Whom are you looking for?" 5They answered, "Jesus of Nazareth."

Jesus replied, "I am he." Judas, who betrayed him, was standing with them.
6
When Jesus said to them, "I am he," they stepped back and fell to the ground.
7
Again he asked them, "Whom are you looking for?" And they said, "Jesus of
Nazareth." 8Jesus answered, "I told you that I am he. So, if you are looking for me,
let these men go." 9This was to fulfill the word that he had spoken, "I did not lose
a single one of those whom you gave me." 10Then Simon Peter, who had a sword,
drew it, struck the high priest's slave, and cut off his right ear. The slave's name
was Malchus. 11Jesus said to Peter, "Put your sword back into its sheath. Am I not
to drink the cup that the Father has given me?"
First candle is extinguished.
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THE PASSION ACCORDING TO ST. JOHN
PART TWO: John 18:12–27
12
So the soldiers, their officer, and the Jewish police arrested Jesus and bound
him. 13First they took him to Annas, who was the father-in- law of Caiaphas, the
high priest that year. 14Caiaphas was the one who had advised the Jews that it
was better to have one person die for the people.
15
Simon Peter and another disciple followed Jesus. Since that disciple was known
to the high priest, he went with Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest, 16but
Peter was standing outside at the gate. So, the other disciple, who was known to
the high priest, went out, spoke to the woman who guarded the gate, and
brought Peter in. 17The woman said to Peter, "You are not also one of this man's
disciples, are you?" He said, "I am not." 18Now the slaves and the police had

made a charcoal fire because it was cold, and they were standing around it and
warming themselves. Peter also was standing with them and warming himself.
19
Then the high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and about his
teaching. 20Jesus answered, "I have spoken openly to the world; I have always
taught in synagogues and in the temple, where all the Jews come together. I have
said nothing in secret. 21Why do you ask me? Ask those who heard what I said to
them; they know what I said." 22When he had said this, one of the police standing
nearby struck Jesus on the face, saying, "Is that how you answer the high priest?"
23
Jesus answered, "If I
have spoken wrongly, testify to the wrong. But if I have spoken rightly, why do
you strike me?" 24Then Annas sent him bound to Caiaphas the high priest.
25
Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. They asked him,
"You are not also one of his disciples, are you?" He denied it and said, "I am not."
26
One of the slaves of the high priest, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had
cut off, asked, "Did I not see you in the garden with him?" 27Again Peter denied it,
and at that moment the cock crowed.
Second candle is extinguished.
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THE PASSION ACCORDING TO ST. JOHN
PART THREE: John 18:28–40
28

Then they took Jesus from Caiaphas to Pilate's headquarters. It was early in the morning. They
themselves did not enter the headquarters, so as to avoid ritual defilement and to be able to eat
the Passover. 29So Pilate went out to them and said, "What accusation do you bring against this
man?" 30They answered, "If this man were not a criminal, we would not have handed him over
to you." 31Pilate said to them, "Take him yourselves and judge him according to your law." The
Jews replied, "We are not permitted to put anyone to death." 32(This was to fulfill what Jesus

had said when he indicated the kind of death he was to die.)
33
Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, "Are you
the King of the Jews?" 34Jesus answered, "Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell you
about me?" 35Pilate replied, "I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief priests have
handed you over to me. What have you done?" 36Jesus answered, "My kingdom is not from this
world. If my kingdom were from this world, my followers would be fighting to keep me from
being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here." 37Pilate asked him,
"So you are a king?" Jesus answered, "You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this
I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my
voice." 38Pilate asked him, "What is truth?"
After he had said this, he went out to the Jews again and told them, "I find no case against
him. 39But you have a custom that I release someone for you at the Passover. Do you want me to
release for you the King of the Jews?" 40They shouted in reply, "Not this man, but Barabbas!"
Now Barabbas was a bandit.
Third candle is extinguished.
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THE PASSION ACCORDING TO ST. JOHN
PART FOUR: John 19:1–7

Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. 2And the soldiers wove a crown of
thorns and put it on his head, and they dressed him in a purple robe. 3They kept
coming up to him, saying, "Hail, King of the Jews!" and striking him on the face.
4
Pilate went out again and said to them, "Look, I am bringing him out to you to let
you know that I find no case against him." 5So Jesus came out, wearing the crown
of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to them, "Here is the man!" 6When the
chief priests and the police saw him, they shouted, "Crucify him! Crucify him!"
Pilate said to them, "Take him yourselves and crucify him; I find no case against

him." 7The Jews answered him, "We have a law, and according to that law he
ought to die because he has claimed to be the Son of God."
Fourth candle is extinguished.
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THE PASSION ACCORDING TO ST. JOHN
PART FIVE: John 19:8–16a
8

Now when Pilate heard this, he was more afraid than ever. 9He entered his
headquarters again and asked Jesus, "Where are you from?" But Jesus gave him
no answer. 10Pilate therefore said to him, "Do you refuse to speak to me? Do you
not know that I have power to release you, and power to crucify you?" 11Jesus
answered him, "You would have no power over me unless it had been given you
from above; therefore, the one who handed me over to you is guilty of a greater
sin." 12From then on Pilate tried to release him, but the Jews cried out, "If you
release this man, you are no friend of the emperor. Everyone who claims to be a
king sets himself against the emperor."
13
When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus outside and sat on the
judge's bench at a place called The Stone Pavement, or in Hebrew Gabbatha.
14
Now it was the day of Preparation for the Passover; and it was about noon. He
said to the Jews, "Here is your King!" 15They cried out, "Away with him! Away
with him! Crucify him!" Pilate asked them, "Shall I
crucify your King?" The chief priests answered, "We have no king but the
emperor." 16Then he handed him over to them to be crucified.
Fifth candle is extinguished.
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THE PASSION ACCORDING TO ST. JOHN
PART SIX: John 19:16b–22
16b

So they took Jesus; 17and carrying the cross by himself, he went out to what is
called The Place of the Skull, which in Hebrew is called Golgotha. 18There they
crucified him, and with him two others, one on either side, with Jesus between
them. 19Pilate also had an inscription written and put on the cross. It read, "Jesus
of Nazareth, the King of the Jews." 20Many of the Jews read this inscription,
because the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city; and it was written
in Hebrew, in Latin, and in Greek. 21Then the chief priests of the Jews said to
Pilate, "Do not write, 'The King of the Jews,' but, 'This man said, I am King of the
Jews.'" 22Pilate answered, "What I have written I have written."
Sixth candle is extinguished.
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THE PASSION ACCORDING TO ST. JOHN
PART SEVEN: John 19:23–30
23

When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and divided them into four parts,
one for each soldier. They also took his tunic; now the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece
from the top. 24So they said to one another, "Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to see who will
get it." This was to fulfill what the scripture says, "They divided my clothes among
themselves, and for my clothing they cast lots." 25And that is what the soldiers did.
Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother's sister,
Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple
whom he loved standing beside her, he said to his mother, "Woman, here is your son." 27Then he
said to the disciple, "Here is your mother." And from that hour the disciple took her into his own
home.
28
After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to fulfill the
scripture), "I am thirsty." 29A jar full of sour wine was standing there. So, they put a sponge full
of the wine on a branch of hyssop and held it to his mouth. 30When Jesus had received the wine,
he said, "It is finished." Then he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.
Seventh candle is extinguished.

THE PASSION ACCORDING TO ST. JOHN
PART EIGHT: John 19:31–42
31

Since it was the day of Preparation, the Jews did not want the bodies left on the cross during
the sabbath, especially because that sabbath was a day of great solemnity. So, they asked Pilate
to have the legs of the crucified men broken and the bodies removed. 32Then the soldiers came
and broke the legs of the first and of the other who had been crucified with him. 33But when they
came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. 34Instead, one of the
soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at once blood and water came out. 35(He who saw this
has testified so that you also may believe. His testimony is true, and he knows that he tells the
truth.) 36These things occurred so that the scripture might be fulfilled, "None of his bones shall
be broken." 37And again another passage of scripture says, "They will look on the one whom
they have pierced."
38
After these things, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, though a secret
one because of his fear of the Jews, asked Pilate to let him take away the body of Jesus. Pilate
gave him permission; so, he came and removed his body. 39Nicodemus, who had at first come to
Jesus by night, also came, bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, weighing about a hundred
pounds. 40They took the body of Jesus and wrapped it with the spices in linen cloths, according
to the burial custom of the Jews. 41Now there was a garden in the place where he was crucified,
and in the garden, there was a new tomb in which no one had ever been laid. 42And so, because
it was the Jewish day of Preparation, and the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there.
The Paschal Candle is extinguished.

BIDDING PRAYER
P: Let us pray, brothers and sisters, for the holy church throughout the world.
Silent prayer.
P: Almighty and eternal God, you have shown your glory to all nations in Jesus Christ. By your
Holy Spirit guide the church and gather it throughout the world. Help it to persevere in faith,
proclaim your name, and bring the good news of salvation in Christ to all people. We ask this
through Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.

ADDORATION OF THE CROSS
P: Behold, the life-giving cross, on which was hung the Savior of the whole world.
C: Oh, come, let us worship him.
P: Behold, the life-giving cross, on which was hung the Savior of the whole world.
C: Oh, come, let us worship him.
P: Behold, the life-giving cross, on which was hung the Savior of the whole world.
C: Oh, come, let us worship him.
After a brief silence, the minister continues.
P: We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you.
C: By your holy cross you have redeemed the world.
All depart in silence

THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD
EASTER DAWN, APRIL 4, 2021
GREETING
Grace and peace to you from Jesus Christ our Lord. My brothers and sisters
in Christ: On this most holy morning in which Jesus Christ passed over from
death to life, we gather to pray and to watch for the dawning of his triumph
and resurrection. We join with the whole company of God’s people in
heaven and on earth in recalling and celebrating His victory over death, and
our deliverance from the bondage of sin and darkness to everlasting light.
Hear the Word of God: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was

with God, and the Word was God… In Him was life, and the life was the
light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has
not overcome it. (John 1:1,4-5)
OPENING PRAYER
Let us pray: Eternal Lord of life, through your Son you have bestowed the
light of life upon all the world. Sanctify this new fire and grant that our
hearts and minds also be kindled with holy desire to shine forth with the
brightness of Christ’s rising, and to feast at the heavenly banquet; through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
AMEN

LIGHTING OF THE PASCAL CANDLE
The light of Christ rises in glory, overcoming the darkness of sin and death.
HYMN # 1

Thine is the Glory (LBW 145)

1 Thine is the glory, Risen, conqu'ring Son; Endless is the vict'ry Thou o’er death hast
won! Angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away, Kept the folded grave-clothes
where thy body lay.
Refrain:
Thine is the glory, Risen, conqu'ring Son; Endless is the vict'ry Thou o’er death hast
won!

2 Lo, Jesus meets thee, Risen from the tomb! Lovingly he greets thee, Scatters fear and
gloom; Let his Church with gladness, Hymns of triumph sing, For the Lord now liveth;
Death hath lost its sting! [Refrain]
3 No more we doubt thee, Glorious Prince of life; Life is nought without thee; Aid us in
our strife; Make us more than conqu'rors, Through thy deathless love; Bring us safe
through Jordan To thy home above. [Refrain]

EASTER PROCLAMATION
P: Rejoice, heavenly powers! Sing, choirs of angels! Exalt, all creation around
God’s throne!
C: JESUS CHRIST, OUR KING IS RISEN! SOUND THE TRUMPET OF

SALVATION!
P: Rejoice, O earth, in shining splendor, radiant in the brightness of our King!
C: CHRIST HAS CONQUERED! GLORY FILLS YOU! DARKNESS VANISHES
FOREVER.
P: Rejoice, O Holy Church! Exalt in glory! The Risen Savior shines upon you.
C: LET THIS PLACE RESOUND WITH JOY, ECHOING THE MIGHTY SONG
OF ALL GOD’S PEOPLE.

P: Rejoice, heavenly choirs of angels,
C: REJOICE, ALL CREATION AROUND GOD’S THRONE.
P: Jesus Christ, our King, is risen!
C: SOUND THE TRUMPET OF SALVATION.
P: Rejoice, O earth, in shining splendor,
C: RADIANT IN THE BRIGHTNESS OF YOUR KING.
P: Christ has conquered! Glory fills you!
C: DARKNESS VANISHES FOREVER.

HYMN #2

Now the Green Blade Rises (LBW 148)

1. Now the green blade rises from the buried grain, wheat that in the dark
earth many days has lain; Love lives again, that with the dead has been;
REFRAIN: Love is come again like wheat arising green.

2. In the grave they laid him, love by hatred slain, Thinking that he would
never wake again, Laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen; REFRAIN
3. Forth he came at Easter, like the risen grain, He that for three days in the
grave had lain; Raised from the dead, my living Lord is seen; REFRAIN
4. When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain, Your touch can call us
back to life again, Fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been;
REFRAIN

GOSPEL READING

Mark 16: 1-8

MEDITATION
Often, I am up and out of bed to see the sunrise out my back window. Slowly the
light becomes brighter and brighter often with colors of yellow and rose
spreading across the sky. Easter Sunday sunrises, however, are the best of all!
Even if the day is rainy, and the sun is hidden behind the clouds when it rises, the
light shines brightly in my heart, for this is the day we celebrate the resurrection
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the light of the world.
This morning we read Mark's account of Easter morning. It is very brief but Mark
provides us with the first narrative of Easter, as Mark is thought to be the first
gospel written. He does not report any appearance of the risen Jesus and the
story ends very abruptly. His story starts with the women who saw Jesus' death
and burial going to the tomb to anoint his body, concerned as to who will roll
away the stone covering the entrance to the tomb. As they arrive, their question
becomes irrelevant for the stone, which was very large, had been rolled back.
They enter the tomb, somewhat tentatively we might guess, to discover a young
man dressed sitting on the right side, dressed in a white robe, and they were
amazed and awestricken.
Once again, we are drawn into the drama of the young man’s assurance: “But he
said to them, ‘Do not be amazed and awestricken; you are looking for Jesus of
Nazareth, who was crucified.'” The message we hear is the heart of the Easter
proclamation then and now: “He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is
the place they laid him” (16:6).
These words are the most important words ever spoken here on earth. “He has
been raised; He is not here!” Without these words, there would be no hope and
life would long and dark. There would be no light to guide us and no Jesus to
accompany us through thick and thin.
Recently, I was reading a book on Celtic Christian tradition. Interestingly, the
symbol in the Celtic Tradition for the Holy Spirit is a wild goose. When I lived in
Virginia, there was a lake right below where I lived, and I loved the sound of the
geese honking and seeing them flying in a big V shape high up in the sky. They
would then drop as a group into the lake making a big splash. One thing I found,
however, is that you can never creep up behind a wild goose and try to catch it.
My grandchildren tried this many times, but the goose always flew away from
them. You just can’t catch them and tame them. Today, we realize that we are

not on a wild goose chase when we are looking for forgiveness of our sins, a
promise of eternal life, and the peace that it brings. What Christ did for us on the
cross for each of us can never be repaid. Yet, we can follow Him, flying behind
Him as the geese fly behind their leader. So, as the light begins to dawn this joyful
Easter morning, let us all shout “Alleluia” not because the story has ended, but
because the story continues on. Will you help Jesus’ tell story, or will you let fear
keep you from sharing the Good News.? It’s up to you! Amen
SUNRISE PROCLAMATION!
Today, Christ is risen from the dead: trampling down death by death; and upon
those in tombs giving life. Shine, shine you new Jerusalem: for the glory of the
Lord has risen upon you! Rejoice in the dance and exult, o Zion! And delight you
men and women of God in the rising of his Son!
Our star, the Sun, which gives light and warmth to the earth and all creation, rises
this morning as it has every morning. But this is not like other mornings. Today we
celebrate the rising of the one Son, who is above all creation and who’s rising
truly warms our hearts and gives light to the world.

HYMN # 3

Now All the Vault of Heav’n Resounds

(LBW 143)

1. Now all the vault of heav’n resounds in praise of love that still abounds:
“Christ has triumphed! He is living!” Sing, choirs of angels, loud and clear!
Repeat their song of glory here: “Christ has triumphed! Christ has
triumphed!”
REFRAIN: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
2. Eternal is the gift he brings, therefore our heart with rapture sings:
“Christ has triumphed! He is living!” Now still he comes to give us life and
by his presence stills all strife. Christ has triumphed! He is living!
REFRAIN
3. Oh, fill us, Lord, with dauntless love; Set heart and will on things above
That we conquer through your triumph; Grant life sufficient for life’s day
That by our lives we truly say: Christ has triumphed! He is living!
REFRAIN

4. Adoring praises now we bring and with the heav’nly blessed sing:
“Christ has triumphed ! Alleluia!” Be to the Father, and our Lord,
To Spirit blest, most holy God, All the glory, never ending! REFRAIN

CLOSING PRAYER
O Lord, Risen, alive and full of grace. You paid such a price that we may live in
freedom today. We worship your holy name and give thanks for your redeeming
grace.
Heavenly Father, May we drink in your tender love so that we can pour this love
out to others. Come reign in our hearts, minds and spirits.
Holy Spirit, We welcome you to blow through our every word, action and thought.
Come transform us on the inside so that each day we become more like our risen
Lord.
Amen.
THE BLESSING
May the celebration of resurrected life bring new hope to your being.
May the victory over earthly death turn your eyes to the promises of heaven.
May the empty tomb help you to leave your sorrows at the foot of the cross.
So that God's hope, promises and forgiveness reign in your life forever.
Go in Peace and Share the Good News!

FOR EASTER SUNDAY
Hallelujah, Christ Has Risen!
OPENING PRAYER
O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption,
and by his glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power of death. Make

us die every day to sin, that we may live with him forever in the joy of the
resurrection, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
HYMN # 1

Jesus Christ is Ris’n Today

LBW 151

1 Jesus Christ is ris'n today, Alleluia! Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! Who did
once upon the cross, Alleluia! Suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia!
2 Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! Unto Christ, our heav'nly king,
Alleluia! Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! Sinners to redeem and save.
Alleluia!
3 But the pains which he endured, Alleluia! Our salvation have procured; Alleluia!
Now above the sky he’s king, Alleluia! Where the angels ever sing. Alleluia!
4 Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! Praise eternal as his love; Alleluia! Praise
him, all ye heav'nly host, Alleluia! Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia!

CONFESSION OF SINS
L: God has given us the ministry of reconciliation. Therefore, let us be reconciled
to God and to one another. As you reflect and examine your week, ask God to
have compassion on you and forgive your sins, both known and unknown.
Silence for reflection and examination of our sins.
L: By the mercy and Grace of our Lord, we are granted pardon, forgiveness, and
remission of all our sins.

READINGS FOR THE DAY
Acts 10:34-43

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24

1 Corinthians 15:1-11

John 20: 1-18

THE MESSAGE
JOHN 20:1-18
Hallelujah, Christ has risen indeed! This is the day that we celebrate the greatest
day in the history of the world. It is the day we celebrate the one thing that sets
Christianity apart from other systems of beliefs. We, as Disciples of Christ, serve a
risen savior. We celebrate the great truth that Jesus was crucified on the cross,
died, and arose from the dead three days later! All other religious leaders such as
Buddha have died, and Jesus is the only one that has risen from the dead. It is
true that because He lives we can all face tomorrow with hope in our hearts.
As we celebrate the truth that Jesus lives this morning, I would like for us to take
a few minutes to look into these verses and catch a fresh glimpse of the
resurrection and what it means to every one of us today. Because we serve a
resurrected Redeemer, we have hope in this life and even beyond this life and on
into eternity. Let's look together today at Jesus, our resurrected savior!
First of all, let us take a look at a very interesting woman who was prominent in
the ministry of Jesus, Mary Magdalene. We do not have an overabundance of
information about her, but we do know that the first mention of her is in Luke 8:2
where we are told that Jesus had cast seven demons from her. Then we also see
that she may have been a woman of means because, in verse 3 of Luke 8, it is
implied that she was one of many who were supporting the ministry of Jesus with
their possessions. It is also clear that she was present at the crucifixion, and we
can be sure it was her great love for Christ that kept her standing at the foot of
the cross, weeping and grief stricken, until her Savior died. The crucifixion of
Jesus was a trying time to say the least for the followers of Jesus. I cannot imagine
the emotional roller coaster people like Mary Magdalene must have experienced
while watching Jesus die.
Three of the four gospels indicate that she was a witness to the burial of Jesus.
So, she would have known just where Jesus had been buried. John tells us that
Mary Magdalene came to the tomb a good while before daylight. Most likely, it
was the heartbreaking loss that spurred her to His tomb so early in the morning.
When she arrives, she finds the stone rolled away and the tomb empty.
Immediately, she runs to find the Peter and the other disciple and she tells them
that the body of their Lord is missing from the tomb. The two disciples took off
running for Jesus’ tomb when they heard her words. The other disciple, who is

unnamed, got there first and bent over and looked in at the “strips of linen lying
there, but he did not go in.” Simon Peter caught up with him and went straight
into the tomb. “He saw the strips of linen lying there, as well as the cloth that had
been wrapped around Jesus’ head.
I have always pictured the cloth lying there like a garment we had removed and
laid aside. Yet, a literal translation of the Greek indicates that it was still in its
folds. This means that the linen looked exactly like they were still around the
body of Jesus. The burial spices that were put on Jesus’ body when He was laid in
the grave on the night of Good Friday, would have hardened and made the linen
molt to Jesus’s body. Most of you have probably seen a locust shell, which is the
same concept that I am talking about. Therefore, they would have immediately
known that Jesus’ body had not been taken by grave robbers or others because
they would have taken His body, linen and all.
The fact that Jesus was not there; that He had risen from the dead is definitely the
greatest event in human history. This one event that happened over two
thousand years ago right outside the city of Jerusalem, determined the future of
the world and of each one of our lives. That Easter Sunday when Jesus rose from
the dead and left the tomb, marked the day that salvation and eternal life was
opened for all mankind.
On this most joyful of days, we know that there are things that will always remain
true for us. Jesus has commanded all of us to come and see, and then go and tell
the good news. This is a constant in our lives as disciples of the risen Christ. How
can we not help others to see that all who have faith in our Lord Jesus Christ will
be forgiven of their sins, just for the asking, and most importantly, have eternal
life. For Hallelujah, Christ rose from the grave! In the over 6,000 years of
recorded history of man here on earth, the most important message that has ever
been heard is this, “He is not here, for He is rise!”
Let me end with some of the words of my favorite hymn.
Because He lives, I can face tomorrow,
Because He lives, all fear is gone
Because I know he holds the future, that life is worth the living,
Just because He lives!

Amen

HYMN # 2

The Strife is O’er

LBW 135

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
1 The strife is o'er, the battle done; Now is the victor's triumph won! Now be the
song of praise begun. Alleluia!
2 The pow'rs of death have done their worst, But Christ their legions hath
dispersed. Let shouts of holy joy outburst. Alleluia!
3 The three sad days have quickly sped, He rises glorious from the dead. All glory
to our risen head! Alleluia!
4 He broke the age-bound chains of hell; The bars from heav'n's high portals fell.
Let hymns of praise his triumph tell. Alleluia!
5 Lord, by the stripes which wounded you, From death's sting free your servants
too, That we may live and sing to you, Alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

THE LORD’S PRAYER
CLOSING PRAYER
Lord of life We pray for all who bring your word of life As a light to those in
darkness For those who bring your word of peace To those enslaved by fear
For those who bring your word of love To those in need of comfort Lord of love
and Lord of peace Lord of resurrection life Be known Through our lives and
through your power. Amen

HYMN # 3

Christ is Risen, Alleluia

LBW 131

1 Jesus Christ is ris'n today, Alleluia! Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! Who did
once upon the cross, Alleluia! Suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia!

2 Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! Unto Christ, our heav'nly king,
Alleluia! Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! Sinners to redeem and save.
Alleluia!
3 But the pains which he endured, Alleluia! Our salvation have procured; Alleluia!
Now above the sky he’s king, Alleluia! Where the angels ever sing. Alleluia!
4 Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! Praise eternal as his love; Alleluia! Praise
him, all ye heav'nly host, Alleluia! Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia!

THE BLESSING
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen
Lord Jesus. The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and
forever. Go in Peace, and Spread the News that Jesus Lives! Hallelujah, Christ has
risen indeed!

FOR SUNDAY, APRIL 11TH

THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER EASTER

OPENING PRAYER
Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection. By the
grace of Christ among us, enable us to show the power of the resurrection in all
that we say and do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
HYMN # 1:

Christ Is Risen, Alleluia

(131 LBW)

1 Christ is risen! Alleluia! Risen our victorious head! Sing his praises! Alleluia! Christ is
risen from the dead! Gratefully our hearts adore him As his light once more appears;
Bowing down in joy before him, Rising up from griefs and tears.
Refrain:
Christ is risen! Alleluia! Risen our victorious head! Sing his praises! Alleluia! Christ is
risen from the dead!

2 Christ is risen! All the sadness Of our Lenten fast is o’er; Through the open gates of
gladness He returns to life once more; Death and hell before him bending See him rise,
the victor now, Angels on his steps attending, Glory round his wounded brow. [Refrain]
3 Christ is risen! All the sorrow That last evening round him lay Now has found a
glorious morrow In the rising of today. See the grave its first-fruits giving, Springing up
from holy ground; He was dead, but now is living; He was lost, but he is found. [Refrain]
4 Christ is risen! Henceforth never Death or hell shall us enthrall; Be we Christ’s, in him
forever We have triumphed over all. All the doubting and dejection Of our trembling
hearts have ceased; Hail the day of resurrection! Let us rise and keep the feast. [Refrain]

CONFESSION OF SINS
L: God has given us the ministry of reconciliation. Therefore, let us be reconciled
to God and to one another. As you reflect and examine your week, ask God to
have compassion on you and forgive your sins, both known and unknown.
Silence for reflection and examination of our sins.
L: By the mercy and Grace of our Lord, we are granted pardon, forgiveness, and
remission of all our sins.
READINGS FOR THE DAY
Acts 4:32-35

Psalm 133

1 John 1:1--2:2

John 20:19-31

THE MESSAGE
JOHN 20: 19-31
In the Gospel of John, “seeing is believing” is a prominent theme. In John 1:39,
when Jesus meets the first disciples who have been followers of John the Baptist,
and they ask Him where He is staying, Jesus replies, “Come and See!” Another
example is John 11:34 where Jesus arrives late in Bethany, and He asks Mary and
Martha where they have buried Lazarus, and they tell Jesus, “Come and See.” So,
it is not surprising that Jesus is not concerned about the doubt that Thomas has,
and invites him to come and see, put his fingers into the holes in His hands, and to
believe.
We all know that Thomas, because of his doubts, has been dubbed “Doubting
Thomas.” However, I would like to propose this morning that we change that not

so flattering image to seeing Thomas as “Confessing Thomas.” After all, when he
recognizes that it is really Jesus, Thomas cries, “My Lord and my God.” With
those words Thomas shows that he recognized and then named a new
relationship, a new worldview, a new way of being. It shows us that Thomas’s
doubts at the beginning where nothing more than his starting point. It can’t be
thought of as either good or bad, it was just his starting point, and each of us have
a starting point in our spiritual growth also.
When we look at this morning’s Gospel lesson, we should realize that the other
disciples were not any less doubting than Thomas was because after Jesus’ death,
they were in hiding behind locked doors. Although they had hid while Jesus was
on the cross, they had good reason to. They knew that Jesus had been hung on
the cross, and as His followers they might be too. It was only after Jesus
appeared to them that they finally believed. So, what is the difference if Thomas
did not believe what they told him until he, himself, saw Jesus too!
I also want to point out Thomas’s devotion to Jesus. When Lazarus died, the
disciples did not want Jesus to go because the Jews were seeking to stone Him. In
John 11:8-9, Jesus answers them with these words, “Are there not twelve hours in
the day? If anyone walks in the day, he does not stumble, because he sees the
light of the world.” Thomas then bravely spoke up saying, “Let us also go, that we
may die with him.” So, I think we should give Thomas some credit as he was
apparently ready to die for the Lord.
Church tradition and history tells us that Thomas traveled outside of the Roman
Empire as a missionary, possibly as far away as India to preach the gospel, which is
yet another indication of Thomas’ boldness. Church tradition says that while he was
establishing a church there, he was stabbed with a spear, dying from the wound.
The irony here is that Jesus told Thomas to touch his side and his hands where the
wounds from the cross were still visible (John 10:27)
Why talk about Thomas so much this morning? I propose that Thomas is a great
role model for each of us as Disciples of Christ. After all, if we are honest with
ourselves, we all have doubts from time to time. Even Martin Luther had periods
of doubt throughout his life. Yet, he saw much benefit to experiencing times of
doubt as a means of grace, “where God strips you of all certainty and forces you to
cling to God’s Word. Although doubt can be perplexing when it happens to us, it
can also lead us into a stronger relationship with God.

Luther also warns us of the necessity to have a friend that we can voice our doubts
to. The worst thing we can do is try to go it alone. When we have doubt, we really
need to hear the words of truth from another believer. So like Thomas, when you
have doubts, do not be afraid to tell others.
“Confessing Thomas” acknowledged Jesus as his Lord and Savior. Not only that,
Thomas traveled a great length to bring the “good news” to those in India. I am
not suggesting that you leave everything and go to the edge of the world, unless
you feel called to do so, for there are many right here in our own midst that need
to hear the “good news” too! The question is, are we ready to stand up and
acknowledge our faith to others, are we ready to unlock the door and step out of
our comfort zone, and are we brave like Thomas who was willing to even be stoned
for Jesus?
As we begin our new week, let us realize that Jesus is speaking directly to us at the
end of this encounter. “Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come
to believe.” That is you. That is me. Jesus steps out of this story we are reading
directly into our lives. His story is our story. Our story is his story. He comes to us in
our fearfulness, knowing our deepest sins and says to each of us, “peace be with
you”. As the Father has sent me, so I send you. (John 20:21). Amen
HYMN # 2

Hallelujah! Jesus Lives

(LBW 147)

1 Hallelujah! Jesus lives! He is now the Living One; From the gloomy halls of death
Christ, the Conqueror, has gone, right forerunner to the skies Of his people, yet to rise.
2 Jesus lives! Why do you weep? Why that sad and frequent sigh? He who died our
brother here Lives our brother still on high. Lives forever to bestow Blessings on his
Church below.
3 Jesus lives! And thus, my soul, Life eternal waits for you; Joined to him, your living
head, Where he is, you shall be too; With the Lord, at his right hand, As a victor you
shall stand.
4 Jesus lives! Let all rejoice. Praise him, ransomed of the earth. Praise him in a nobler
song, Cherubim of heav'nly birth. Praise the victor king, whose sway Sin and death and
hell obey.
5 Hallelujah! Angels, sing! Join with us in hymns of praise. Let your chorus swell the
strain Which our feebler voices raise: Glory to our God above And on earth his peace
and love!

THE LORD’S PRAYER
CLOSING PRAYER
Loving and merciful God, may the Easter fires of this season set my heart aflame
and be the fire that starts other fires in this world. Hold my heart close and sing
your love to me so my doubts don't fill my head and make me afraid. May I
recognize your face in those around me and enter into their wounds. Give me the
gift of your compassion to love them as you love me.

HYMN # 3

I Know that My Redeemer Lives

(LBW 352)

1 I know that my Redeemer lives! What comfort this sweet sentence gives! He lives, he
lives, who once was dead; He lives, my ever-living head!
2 He lives triumphant from the grave; He lives eternally to save; He lives exalted,
throned above; He lives to rule his Church in love.
3 He lives to grant me rich supply; He lives to guide me with his eye; He lives to comfort
me when faint; He lives to hear my soul's complaint.
4 He lives to silence all my fears; He lives to wipe away my tears; He lives to calm my
troubled heart; He lives all blessings to impart.
5 8 He lives, all glory to his name! He lives, my Savior, still the same; What joy this blest
assurance gives: I know that my Redeemer lives!

THE BLESSING AND SENDING
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen
Lord Jesus. The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and
forever.
Go in Peace and Share the Good News!

SERVICE FOR APRIL 18, THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER
OPENING PRAYER
Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us to be your
children. Fill us with your words of life, that we may live as witnesses to the
resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
The Strife is O’er

HYMN # 1

(LBW 135)

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
1 The strife is o'er, the battle done; Now is the victor's triumph won! Now be the song of
praise begun. Alleluia!
2 The pow'rs of death have done their worst, But Christ their legions hath dispersed. Let
shouts of holy joy outburst. Alleluia!
3 The three sad days have quickly sped, He rises glorious from the dead. All glory to our
risen head! Alleluia!
4 He broke the age-bound chains of hell; The bars from heav'n's high portals fell. Let
hymns of praise his triumph tell. Alleluia!
5 Lord, by the stripes which wounded you, From death's sting free your servants too,
That we may live and sing to you, Alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

CONFESSION OF SINS
L: God has given us the ministry of reconciliation. Therefore, let us be reconciled
to God and to one another. As you reflect and examine your week, ask God to
have compassion on you and forgive your sins, both known and unknown.
Silence for reflection and examination of our sins.
L: By the mercy and Grace of our Lord, we are granted pardon, forgiveness, and
remission of all our sins.
READINGS FOR THE DAY
Acts 3:12-19

Psalm 4

1 John 3:1-7

Luke 24:36b-48

THE MESSAGE
LUKE 24: 36-48
Welcome to the third Sunday of Easter. Perhaps the question that we should
start with this morning is, “Do you believe in ghosts?” I know as a child, I believed
in ghosts. Growing up in a Pennsylvania Dutch family, my grandmother on my
mother’s side, told a story about a ghost she had seen. We were instructed that if
we ever encountered a ghost, we needed to ask them, “What in God’s name do
you want.” The thought was that if a ghost appeared to us, there was some
reason it could not rest, and could not rest until it told someone. I have to say I
am eternally grateful that no apparition has ever appeared to me.
It is at this point that we need to remember that Jesus and the disciples were
Jewish, and Jewish folklore holds that the spirits of the dead appear to mortals
only to engage in evil activities. When Jesus suddenly appeared to the small group
of disciples, it was a frightening supernatural event. We know for certain that the
disciples believed in ghosts. I am sure all of you know the story of Jesus walking
on the water when a big storm came up and threatened to sink the boat the
disciples were using to sail across the Sea of Galilee. Let’s stop and listen for just
a minute to the words from Matthew 14:26 which says, “When the disciples saw
Him walking on the sea, they were terrified, and said, “It is a ghost!” And they
cried out in fear.” Luke 24:37’s account says, “But they were startled and
frightened and thought they were seeing a spirit.” And I have to admit that if I
had been present that day, I too would have been frightened.
So, it is no wonder that the disciples would think that Jesus was a ghost when He
suddenly appeared out of thin air in the room where they were gathered, a room
where the door was locked. Luke tells us in 24:37,“ They were startled and
frightened, thinking they saw a ghost.” Perhaps we might look at it this way, the
tomb was open, the stone had been rolled away and Jesus had risen from the
dead, but their minds were still closed and struggling to accept that it was so.
Jesus bids them peace and then offers his hands and feet as proof that he was the
one that had just been nailed to the Roman cross. Jesus goes on to say, “Touch
me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see I have.” Luke goes
on to tell us that “While they still did not believe it because of the joy and
amazement, Jesus asked them, Do you have anything here to eat?” The disciples
gave Him a piece of broiled fish, and He took it and ate it in their presence.

At first, Jesus’ request for food might seem bazaar under the circumstances until we
realize that it was meant to drive home the fact that He had really risen from the
dead for a ghost would not eat broiled fish or anything else for that matter. Jesus
was clearly demonstrating that He was alive again, as alive as each one of them
were. Today, Jesus continues to be alive just as we too are! In fact, this passage
emphasizes the reality of Jesus’ resurrected body and the need for Jesus’ death and
resurrection to fulfill God’s plan for salvation.

What do you think would have happened if Jesus had not made his presence
known when he did? Perhaps the disciples would have gone back to whatever
their lives were before Jesus called them. Jesus stood among them. He reminded
them that his coming was for peace. He invited them to see for themselves that it
was him in the flesh and not a ghost. He told them to stay put and wait for the
power that was to come. What was to come for the disciples was the receiving of
the Holy Spirit, the same Holy Spirit that resides in each of us this morning. The
spirit that guided the disciples through the mission that Jesus had planned for
them, the planting and growth of the early church. The same spirit that is there
to guide each one of us today.
As we begin our new week let us rejoice and be secure in the knowledge that Jesus
Christ is alive and that He lives inside our hearts and souls! Jesus lives and thus,
there is hope for all humanity. As modern disciples of Christ, we are an extension of
Jesus’ ministry, and therefore, we have the power to touch lives and affect eternity.
The “good news, is that we serve a God who is living and with us each every day and
every minute of our lives. Let me leave you this morning with the words of this
beautiful hymn that emphasizes the importance of Easter morn.

I serve a risen Savior, He's in the world today; I know that He is living, whatever
men may say; I see His hand of mercy, I hear His voice of cheer; And just the time
I need Him He's always near May you be at peace, and serve the risen Lord!
Amen
HYMN # 2

Thine is the Glory

(LBW 145)

1 Thine is the glory, Risen, conqu'ring Son; Endless is the vict'ry Thou o’er death hast
won! Angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away, Kept the folded grave-clothes
where thy body lay.
Refrain: Thine is the glory, Risen, conqu'ring Son; Endless is the vict'ry Thou o’er
death hast won!

2 Lo, Jesus meets thee, Risen from the tomb! Lovingly he greets thee, Scatters fear and
gloom; Let his Church with gladness, Hymns of triumph sing, For the Lord now liveth;
Death hath lost its sting! [Refrain]
3 No more we doubt thee, Glorious Prince of life; Life is nought without thee; Aid us in
our strife; Make us more than conqu'rors, Through thy deathless love; Bring us safe
through Jordan To thy home above. [Refrain]

THE LORD’S PRAYER
THE CLOSING PRAYER
Loving God, We rejoice now in the glory of your resurrection, celebrating your life
with Easter joy. We are filled with confident hope and feel our spirits renewed
within us. Our hearts burn with a new depth of love as we see your light shine in
the darkness. Lead us, Lord. We are your people.
May we spend this day praising your glory and being filled with confident hope
as you hold out your wounded hands to us with joy. Grant your blessings upon us,
protect us from all evil, and bring us to everlasting life.
Amen

HYMN # 3

This Joyful Eastertide

(WOV 676)

1 This joyful Eastertide, away with sin and sadness! My love, the crucified, has sprung to
life this morrow.
Refrain: Had Christ, who once was slain, not burst his three-day prison, our faith
would be in vain. But now has Christ arisen, arisen, arisen, but now Christ has arisen.
2 My flesh in hope shall rest and for a season slumber till trump from east to west shall
wake the dead in number. (Refrain)
3 Death's flood has lost its chill since Jesus crossed the river. Lover of souls, from ill my
passing soul deliver. (Refrain)

THE BLESSING & SENDING
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen
Lord Jesus. The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and
forever.
Go In Peace, and Serve the Risen Lord!

FOR APRIL 25TH
OPENING PRAYER
Gracious Father, this morning I thank you for being my Good Shepherd. Thank
you for walking with me in the valley, in the tough places in life. Thank you for
restoring my soul and leading me to a place of victory and blessing in Jesus name.
Amen

Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks

HYMN # 1

(WOV 671)

REFRAIN: Alleluia, alleluia, give thanks to the risen Lord; alleluia, alleluia, give praise
to his name.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Jesus is Lord of all the earth; He is the king of creation. REFRAIN
Spread the good news o’er all the earth; Jesus has died and has risen. REFRAIN
We have been crucified with Christ; Now we shall live forever. REFRAIN
God has proclaimed the just reward; life for all people alleluia. REFRAIN
Come, let us praise the living God, joyfully sing to our Savior. REFRAIN

CONFESSION OF SINS
L: God has given us the ministry of reconciliation. Therefore, let us be reconciled
to God and to one another. As you reflect and examine your week, ask God to
have compassion on you and forgive your sins, both known and unknown.
Silence for reflection and examination of our sins.
L: By the mercy and Grace of our Lord, we are granted pardon, forgiveness, and
remission of all our sins.

READINGS FOR THE DAY
Acts 4:5-12

THE MESSAGE

Psalm 23

1 John 3: 16-24

John 10:11-18

JOHN 10: 11-18
A shepherd is one who watches his sheep and protects his sheep from the danger
of wild animals. A shepherd is one who guides his sheep into the right pastures to
eat the plants that will nourish their bodies, and guides his sheep to water to
drink to quench their thirst. Did you know that sheep can actually die of thirst
with a pond right in front of their face, if they are not guided to the water in the
pond by their shepherd? It takes great patience to be a shepherd for a flock of
sheep, for the sheep are not the smartest of animals. Sheep can easily go astray
from their flock if they are not tended to carefully by their shepherd. I don’t
know about you, but I see many similarities for human sheep. Often we too don’t
see what it right before our face, and we need a shepherd to help us step back
and see the truth.
We know that Jesus used the image of a shepherd frequently. Shepherds were a
part of Jesus’ heritage and the culture of the time. Even those who had only a
couple of animals would shepherd them out to the hillsides so they could graze.
So, it was an image that all could relate to. It is important also, to look back to the
Old Testament. The great patriarch Abraham, the father of the nation, was a
shepherd of a large flock, and when God called Moses to go write the Ten
Commandments, he was tending his father-in-law’s sheep. These are just a few
examples, but they point to the importance of shepherding. Most of us also know
the 23rd Psalm by heart, and we certainly can’t miss the imagery of sheep and
shepherding that exists there; images that are calming and serene. Images that
make us feel that we are cared for.
Let me share a little story with you this morning. A policeman in the big city stops
a guy called Jack in a car with a sheep in the front seat. “What are you doing with
that sheep?” He exclaimed, “You should take it to the zoo.”
The following week, the same policeman sees Jack again with the sheep in the
front seat, and this time they are both wearing sunglasses. So, once again the
policeman pulls him over. “I thought you were going to take that sheep to the
zoo!” Jack replied, “I did. We had such a good time we are going to the beach
this weekend.”
Although this story is humorous, it is clear that Jack sees the sheep as more than
just an animal, and has a bond with the sheep. Many of us probably have such a
bond with our own pets. Our Gospel lesson today emphasizes that same concept,

the extraordinary bond and compassion that Jesus has for each one of us. There
are many places in the Bible that demonstrate Jesus’s compassion. For example,
Matthew 9:36 tells us, “But when Jesus saw the multitudes, He was moved
with compassion for them, because they were weary and scattered, like
sheep having no shepherd.”

Jesus knows each one of us as sheep in His flock. Psalms 139:14 tells us, “For you
formed my inward parts; you knitted me together in my mother’s womb. I praise
you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are your works; my soul
knows it well. Jesus knows what we sound like, He knows our every thought, He
knows what we do and He guides us along the way. That is, if we take the time to
listen for His voice.
Listening is the operative word this morning, for it is only through listening to the
voice of Holy Spirit and the Word of God that we can come to know the voice of
the shepherd, our Lord Jesus Christ. Our Gospel lesson today tells us, a thief, a
robber, or a stranger may call the sheep by name and try to imitate their
Shepherd's voice, but through long usage and intimacy, the sheep can discern a
strange voice and become alarmed. We know the Shepherd's voice because the
Holy Spirit gives us discernment; the result is that we turn and flee from any
unfamiliar, misleading voice.
In today’s world, there are more and more false voices calling to us to forsake the
way of the Lord, and to follow them instead. These voices take many forms. For
example, perhaps it is the siren call of our materialistic culture, calling to us to
only think of ourselves and our wants, not our needs and the needs of those
around us. Perhaps it is the voice of politicians wooing us to accept decisions that
are not in the interests of the people; for greed and the quest for power is
everywhere. These voices call us to be sheep that accept whatever comes along,
rather than sheep that follow the voice of the true shepherd. The shepherd that
would have us stand up for and speak out against social issues that are harmful to
our environment and to groups of people in our society. In the end, these false
shepherds will stand before our God. Listen to what Jeremiah 23:1 says. “Woe to
the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture!” says the Lord.
As we begin our new week, let us remember that our Lord Jesus Christ, our
shepherd, gives us unlimited love despite our human waywardness. We don't
need to earn it. It is unlimited love. The bottom line is that Jesus is always near,
walking with us and leading us to green pastures if we just take the time to listen

for His voice. Let me leave you with these words for Isaiah 28:23. “Give ear and
hear my voice. Listen and hear my words.”
Amen

HYMN # 2

Christ the Lord is Ris’n Today

(LBW 128)

1 Christ the Lord is ris'n today; Alleluia! Christians, hasten on your way; Alleluia! Offer
praise with love replete, Alleluia! At the paschal victim's feet. Alleluia!
2 For the sheep the Lamb has bled, Alleluia! Sinless in the sinner's stead. Alleluia! Christ
the Lord is ris'n on high; Alleluia! Now he lives, no more to die. Alleluia!
3 Hail, the victim undefiled, Alleluia! God and sinners reconciled, Alleluia! When
contending death and life, Alleluia! Met in strange and awesome strife. Alleluia!
4 Christians, on this holy day, Alleluia! All your grateful homage pay; Alleluia! Christ the
Lord is ris'n on high; Alleluia! Now he lives, no more to die. Alleluia!

THE LORD’S PRAYER
CLOSING PRAYER
Gracious Father, I thank you for being the door of your sheep. Lord, I adore
you because you hear me, and through you I am saved! The thief comes to
steal, kill and destroy, but Lord you have come so that I may have life and
have it more abundantly! Thank You for being the good shepherd who laid
down His life for the sheep! You are not a hireling who sees His sheep as a
job, but you are the good shepherd who sees His sheep as His children. I
thank you because; you know your sheep and are known by your own. Help
me to listen faithfully for your voice and guidance. Amen

HYMN # 3

Now the Green Blade Rises

(LBW 148)

1. Now the green blade rises from the buried grain, wheat that in the
dark earth many days has lain; Love lives again, that with the dead
has been;
REFRAIN: Love is come again like wheat arising green.

2. In the grave they laid him, love by hatred slain, Thinking that he
would never wake again, Laid in the earth like grain that sleeps
unseen;
REFRAIN
3. Forth he came at Easter, like the risen grain, He that for three days
in the grave had lain; Raised from the dead, my living Lord is seen;
REFRAIN
4. When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain, Your touch can call
us back to life again, Fields of our hearts that dead and bare have
been;
REFRAIN.

THE BLESSINGS
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen
Lord Jesus. The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and
forever.
Go In Peace, and Serve the Risen Lord!

ANSWERS
1.
2.
3.
4.

Because 7,8.9
A wise quacker!
Because he felt crummy.
About a buck an ear.

