May 2021
A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
My Dear friends,
It is true that April showers bring May flowers. My flower beds are in bloom and
it is such a pleasure to look out and see something other than brown grass or
snow. I hope that each of you are also enjoying this great spring weather.
The most exciting thing, however, is that we are going to begin in-person Sunday
services for those who feel comfortable coming back into the church. Please be
assured that we will continue our face-book live and sending out the printed
services for those who wish to continue to worship in that manner.
Change is inevitable, and we all have just lived through some of the biggest
changes that many of us have ever encountered in how we go about living our
daily life: masks, hand-gel, and shortage of toilet paper, and on and on. As far as
the corona virus is concerned, the world is not yet out of the woods, but many are
now vaccinated which should help cut down on the number of transmissions of
the disease. I ask that everyone bear with me as we return to in-house worship.
For everyone’s safety, we will continue to follow the guidelines set forth by our
state and federal government. We will wear our masks, social distance, and
unfortunately, at this point we cannot sing as a group. Yet, we can sing along in
our hearts and despite all of this, nothing can take away our joy of worshipping
our God.
One thing we can always be certain of is that we serve a living Savior who is with
us every minute of every day. Isaiah 30:21 tells us, “Whether we turn to the right
or to the left, our ears will hear a voice behind us saying, ‘This is the way; walk in

it.” We know that God is in charge and that He will guide us through this period
of change, and in the end, everything works for the good of our Lord.
Many blessings to each of you,
Pastor Linda

CHRIST LUTHERAN TO BEGIN IN-PERSON SERVICES THE FIRST SUNDAY IN MAY
Christ Lutheran Church is very happy to announce that we will be re-opening for
in-person worship on May 2nd, 2021!
We will continue streaming the services on Facebook, also, so you can feel free to
choose the style of worship that makes you feel most comfortable.
Since the capacity for indoor gatherings has been increased, we will not need a
reservation line at this time.
The rules for the reopening are as follows:
 Masks will be required everywhere inside the building at all times.
 Social Distancing will be enforced in the building. In the sanctuary, please
heed the markings on the pews and only sit closely with people from your
household.
 Hand sanitizer will be provided at the entrances to the sanctuary and there
will be anti-bacterial wipes in the pews.
 A signed COVID-19 release form must be signed by each person in
attendance the first time that you attend worship. (If you have already
signed the form, you do not need to sign it again.)
 At this time, there will be spoken responses but no singing. Music will still
be played, but we ask our congregants to sing in their minds and hearts,
rather than out loud.

 We know that we’re all incredibly excited to see one another and to share
fellowship. However, we ask that all pre and post-worship socializing take
place outside rather than in the building.
 Holy Communion will be celebrated on the first Sunday of each month. The
elements will be available to pick up at the back of the sanctuary when you
enter. We will all take it together at the appropriate time in the service.
 We ask that you stay home if you are feeling unwell or have been in close
contact with anyone diagnosed with COVID in the past two weeks.
We look forward to worshiping with you on May 2nd, whether in-person or
through our Facebook streaming.

COMMUNION DURING THE TRANSITION STAGE
As we transition back to in-person worship, we will be serving communion only on
the first Sunday of each month. Those attending service will pick up the elements
placed in the back of the church and take them with them to their seat. We ask
that as you leave the service you place the empty cups and paper in the trash cans
provided.
Please be assured that this is only temporary and that we will return to serving
communion weekly as we have in the past once some of the restrictions have
been lifted by our state government.
Note: The Pastor would be happy to bring home communion to anyone who
would like her to do so. (She has been vaccinated and will wear a mask) Anyone
wishing a home visit should call the Pastor directly at 717-386-8762.
Once the church reopens, we will continue to
simultaneously broadcast each week’s services on
Facebook indefinitely. This will give our members who
feel safer worshiping at home to continue doing so. It
will also have another awesome benefit.
During this time of uncertainty and physical disconnection, Christ Lutheran has
found a wonderful and expansive online audience through our Facebook Live
posts.

Our weekly services are viewed an average of 100 times per week, which is
wonderful! We have viewers in other states and even have seen some familiar
faces that have since moved away from the area.
We are thrilled to be able to minister to a new audience online as well as our
physical congregation, and so we will continue to do so for as long as we can.
Thank you all for continuing to support us in this hybrid mission!

“MORNING GLORIES” MITTENS AND CAP PROJECT FOR
THE LUTHERAN MISSION

The Morning Glories are making caps and mittens that will be blessed at the
beginning of September, and sending them to the Navajo Evangelical Lutheran
Mission in Arizona. The hat and mittens can be for infants through adult sizes. If
you knit or crochet, please join us.
The mission has Chapel Services, a small school, and a Café where the elderly
came come for free lunch and a place to fellowship. They also serve the Navajo
by providing many needed items. If you don’t knit or crochet, we will also
accept hats and mittens purchased from the store. Let’s ban together and make
sure the people of this community are warm next winter. Many areas of
Arizona, like this one, do get as cold as it does here in PA.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE PART OF OUR PRAYER CHAIN?
Often we get requests for prayer, not only from our
congregation members but from those in our community. We
are attempting to establish a group of people
are attempting to establish a group of people who will be “prayer warriors.” If
you would like to be part of the prayer chain, please let a message on the church
phone line, or let Gay or Pastor Linda know. This is an easy way for everyone in
our congregation to participate in God’s great ministry!

Health Care Facilities: George & Dot Berrier, Ruth Dunkelberger, Marhtea Keck,
Glenn Nulton, Joann Reed and Barb Sill.
At home: Jim & Joan Carroll, Marilyn & Phil Eckert, and Pat Swenson.
Friends & Neighbors: Jean & bob Anstine, Rev. Bob and Sharron Blezard, Louise
Clouser, Mary Hafer, Ted Russ, and Ruth Shepherd.
Everyone affected by the COVID-19 virus in any way.
Please contact the office (717-582-4356) with additions, corrections or deletions.

PLEASE CONSIDER BEING PART OF OUR” PASTORAL CARE TEAM”
Our list of congregation members who are no longer able to attend in-person
church services is growing. I would like to form a team that would be willing to visit
with some of our older members. We want to give our home bound members the
best care that we can give. I am sure they would be delighted to see you. If you
can spare an hour or two each month, please think about joining the team. Please
let Pastor Linda know if you would like to be part of this effort.
Lindashank@centurylink.net or 717-386-8762

HONORING MOTHERS AND WOMEN WHO MENTOR CHILDREN EVERYWHERE!
Most of us growing up have had a number of important people in our lives that
have helped us mature as we grew. Our mothers are usually the first people we
think about. However, Mother’s Day is also a time to remember Grandmothers,
Aunts, and other women who have loved us and help guide our lives. Let us wish

each of them a very happy Mother’s Day and ask that God’s continue to bless
them.
Did you know that the earliest Mother's Day celebrations can be traced back to
the spring celebrations of ancient Greece in honor of Rhea, the Mother of the
Gods. In the 1600's Christians in England celebrated a day to honor Mary, the
mother of Christ. This holiday was later expanded to include all mothers and
became known as Mothering Sunday.
M is for moments together.
O is for your optimism.
T is for your tenderness.
H is for the happiness you bring.
E is for your everlasting love.
R is for the respect I have for you.
Happy Mother’s Day to all!
Ladies attending worship on May 9th
please remember to pick up your flower
from the table in the Sunday school
room. If one of our members is missing
that day or you plan to visit a shut-in,
please take one along for them.

Please take the time this Memorial
Day to remember those who have
served and those men and women
who are currently serving in our
Armed Forces. May God bless them
and keep them!
1 Timothy 2: 1-2 asks us to keep them in the fore- front of our hearts and minds.
“I urge you, first of all, to pray for all people. Ask God to help them; intercede on
their behalf, and give thanks for them. Pray this way for kings and all who are in
authority so that we can live peaceful and quiet lives marked by godliness and
dignity.”

A MEMORIAL DAY PRAYER
Dear Heavenly Father,
On this day of remembrance for those who have made the ultimate sacrifice for
the freedoms we enjoy every day, we consider how they have followed in the
footsteps of your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ. Please hold our servicemen and
women in your strong arms. Cover them with your sheltering grace and your
presence as they stand in the gap for our protection. We also remember the
families of our troops. We ask for your unique blessings to fill their homes, and
we pray for your peace, provision, hope, and strength to fill their lives. May the
members of our armed forces be supplied with the courage to face each day and
may they trust in the Lord's mighty power to accomplish each task. Let our
military brothers and sisters feel our love and support. We ask that you would
grant wisdom to the leaders of our armed forces. Guide and direct them in their
decisions. May they be led by your will and your heart as they pursue our nation's
freedom. We continue to pray for peace in our world. Lord, let your
kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven. In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray.
Amen.
We are all part of the puzzle of Social Ministry in this
community. Your Social Ministry Team wishes to
thank you again for your help in providing Christmas
and Easter meals to three families in our community.
With summer coming up the Team would like to provide a box of food per month
for the summer months (June, July & August) to help these families out. We will
collect cereal and easy items for the teens to prepare for themselves when they
are not in school. Canned pasta, microwave dinners and other nonperishable
items to help out that are easy for the teens to get for themselves when parents
are at work.
We have applied for a grant to help carry out this project we are calling it the
“Guardian Angel” Project.
Description of the Project:

Hunger lurks in many corners of our community, and is not always as visible to
others as we think it might be. West Perry High School has a small food pantry
where students can discretely pick up easy to prepare food and personal hygiene
products during the school year. School lunches are also available at no cost to
those who qualify. There is a big gap, however, over school holidays and the
summer months when these resources are not available. This project is an
attempt to help close that gap and make sure that these at risk children and teens
in our community have adequate food for meals and snacks during the breaks.
With your help and any grant money received, we would be able to expand the
program to several more families in our community. Sadly, there were quite a
few families in need and the school nurse had to pick and choose between them
when we said we had the resources to help three families this past year. Besides
expanding the program, the dollars will be used to help provide not only holiday
meals and food for the school breaks, but to expand the program to include
monthly boxes of easy to fix food for the summer months when other resources
are not available to these families.
We thank you for your continued prayers and support as we try to piece this
puzzle together here in our community. Donations can be placed on the table in
the Sunday school room or dropped off at Gay Weller’s home. God’s blessings to
all of you for your support.

Do you remember our “GOOD GIFTS PROJECT – FILL A “PIGGY”
Due to the Pandemic, it was not possible to do our “noisy” offering in December.
However, the youth of the church found this unique way for everyone to still
participate in this great project. Your “Piggy Bank” contributions totaled $833.71.
The Youth group has been meeting virtually and have decided to purchase the
following items with the monies donated. Classroom supplies, 2 solar lanterns, a
community fish farm, honeybees and a community vegetable garden and the
balance going to the global barnyard where it will be used along with other
donated monies where it is most needed to support livestock, agriculture and

other sustainable development projects, which help farmers and families with the
resources they need to thrive.
Thank you again for supporting our Youth in this special project! It is evident
that we are helping nurture some very “special plants” here in our little Christ
Lutheran garden and they are spreading seeds to help others in need.

GOD’S WORK OUR HANDS DAY – SEPTEMBER 12th, 2021
The churches in the Perry Conference have decided that we will collect items for
Personal Care Kits and assemble them on Sunday, September 12. Christ Lutheran
will be responsible for collecting 500 nail clippers and 100 towels. Bath towels
should be lightweight bath size, and can be given to Gay or put in the designated
spot in the Sunday School Room. We can purchase the nail clippers in bulk through
Amazon, so we will be taking monetary donations to help cover their cost.
Donations have already begun to come in 15 towels and 96 nail clippers have been
dropped off and two money donations were received. We may be a small
congregation but you show that our hearts are big and working together, WE CAN
MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

NOT JUST FOR KIDS!
(Answers at end of the newsletter)

1. What musical instrument do you find in the bathroom?
2. How does a cucumber become a pickle?
3. What did the skeleton order for dinner?
4. What makes music on your hair?

If you or anyone you know wants to receive the COVID
vaccine, Newport Pharmacy is holding at clinic in
Christ Lutheran Parish House, 38 West High Street,
New Bloomfield, PA
May 1 or 2 , 2021
Call the Pharmacy at 717-204-7676 to schedule
a date and time.

Please share this information.

Our May Worship
SERVICE FOR MAY 2nd
ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE
OPENING PRAYER –
O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from
whom we cannot live. Nourish our life in his resurrection, that we may bear the
fruit of love and know the fullness of your joy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
C: Amen.

OPENING HYMN

( 2 verses, music only at this time)

Christ the Lord is Ris’n Today

#130

1 "Christ the Lord is ris'n today!" All on earth with angels say; Raise your joys and
triumphs high; Sing, ye heav'ns; and earth, reply.
2 Love's redeeming work is done,Fought the fight, the battle won; Lo! The sun's eclipse
is o'er. Lo! He sets in blood no more.

CONFESSION OF OUR SINS
L: God has given us the ministry of reconciliation. Therefore, let us be reconciled
to God and to one another. As you reflect and examine your week, ask God to
have compassion on you and forgive your sins, both known and unknown.
Silence for reflection and examination of our sins.
L: By the mercy and Grace of our Lord, we are granted pardon, forgiveness, and
remission of all our sins.

READINGS FOR THE DAY –
Acts 8: 26-40

Psalm 22: 25-31

1John 4: 7-21

John 15: 1-8

THE MESSAGE
John 15: 1-8
This morning’s Gospel lesson is one that I am sure all of us are familiar with. For
me it brings back wonderful memories of my Uncle Bill out pruning the grape
vines in his vineyard. They were almost like children to him, and he patiently
trained them in the way they should go. He did produce some homemade wine
each year; although I can say it wasn’t all that tasty. For him, though, the joy was
in caring for the vines. Most importantly, the vineyard brought him much
happiness and joy in his retirement years.
My guess is that all of us have at one time or another been pruned and bent back
into shape, especially in those teen years when we were pushing for
independence. I don’t know about you, but during those years I came to realize
that I could not be a branch all by myself, that I needed to be part of the entire
vine to thrive and grow. No one can truly stand on their own, we need each
other to survive the ups and downs of human life, and most of all we need God in
our lives. A hard lesson to learn at times, but one that is vitally important to
surviving in today’s world.
My pruning as a teen involved things such as being grounded from outside
activities, loss of my allowance, and being assigned extra chores. Man! I sure
hated cleaning out the canned goods in the basement that for some reason or
other went bad over the winter months. However, most of us know why our
parents were pruning us as we grew into adulthood, but we might wonder why
God also prunes us throughout our life. Psalm 66:10 tells us, “For you, God,
tested us; you refined us like silver.” We can see that God prunes us to help us
grow in our spirituality.
The same concept is true in our relationship with Christ. Perhaps it is our egos,
but often we do not even think about turning to the Holy Spirit for guidance. We
just jump in head first, believing that we can rely on ourselves. Yet, a branch by
itself cannot bear fruit; it needs to be part of the whole vine. In the same
manner, we the branches cannot bear fruit unless we remain in Christ.
You may be wondering just what “remaining in Christ” means for us as His
disciples. First of all, it means having an intimate, on-going, day to day
relationship with Him. That relationship can start with reading and meditating on
the Word. This involves being actively involved with what you read. Not just a

rushed reading or a passage of Scripture to check your daily devotions off the list,
but reading the passage several times and thinking about what it means for you
personally and for others. If we listen with our hearts, we see that Jesus is
speaking directly to us and providing just the words we need to hear that day.
With this practice it is important to listen for the voice of the Holy Spirit which will
provide us guidance throughout our day.
Of course, prayer is an especially important part of building and maintaining a
relationship with Jesus, to abiding in Him. Remember that prayer need not be
formal, just talking to Jesus throughout the day is also prayer. Perhaps you see
someone on the sidewalk as you pass by and they are limping. Prayer is as simple
as thinking in your mind, “Heavenly Father, please bless this person today.” You
do not even need to know who the person is, or what happened to them, for God
already knows. How often do you stop to thank God throughout the day for the
beauty of a spring flower, for the fact that you have a car to get you where you
need to go, for the fact that you have a home to live- in. All it takes is a few
simple words. This practice helps you walk “hand in hand” with Jesus throughout
your day, sharing the good and the bad.
Confessing our sins and striving to be obedient to God’s round out the actions
that help us remain in Christ. First John one, verse 16 tells us that if we claim to
have fellowship with Jesus yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live by the
truth. Walking in the darkness of unconfessed sin damages our intimate
relationship with Christ. We can’t hide our sins from Him and although it may
pain us to admit them and ask forgiveness, it is necessary to us to move forward
in our relationship with Christ and bear the good fruit that we have been called to
bear.
Jesus clearly states that none of us can bear fruit unless we remain in Him. The
question is whether we are willing to set aside our ego, our propensity to rely only
on ourselves, and realize that we cannot stand alone. We are the branches and
we need to be part of the vine, our Lord Jesus Christ. Let me leave you with these
words from 1 John 4:7. “Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God;
and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. Amen

HYMN # 2

( 2 verses, music only at this time)
Hallelujah! Jesus Lives!

#147

1 Hallelujah! Jesus lives! He is now the Living One; From the gloomy halls of death
Christ, the Conqueror, has gone, Bright forerunner to the skies Of his people, yet to rise.
2 Jesus lives! Why do you weep? Why that sad and frequent sigh? He who died our
brother here Lives our brother still on high. Lives forever to bestow Blessings on his
Church below.

APOSTLE’S CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day
he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE - Congregational response is, Your mercy is
great.
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers
before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love.
A brief silence.
God of all fruitfulness, you abide in your church and your church abides in you.
Cleanse us by your word and give yourself to the whole church on earth so that it
bears fruit and witnesses to your love. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
You have created the heavens and the earth. As we wonder at the beauty of
creation, may we seek vital connections among all that depends on the earth for
life. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
You rule the nations with justice and love. Give the leaders of the earth assurance
of your abiding presence, that they lead not by fear but with love for those they are
called to serve. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
You have loved us so that we can love others. We pray for all in need of your love:
those who are poor, lowly, outcast, weak, or fearful. Provide for the needs of all
(especially). Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

You gather us with all the saints by the power of your Spirit. With them, may our
hearts live forever in your keeping. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your
never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

THE COMMUNION SERVICE
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (spoken)
P: The Lord be with you. C: And Also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts. C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks and praise to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise.
PREFACE
It is indeed right and salutary….we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:
SANCTUS
Holy holy holy Lord, Lord ?God of power and might:
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest, Blessed is he
who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
THANKSGIVING Holy, living, and loving God, we praise you for creating
the heavens and the earth. We bless you for bringing Noah and his family through
the waters of the flood, for freeing your people Israel from the bonds of slavery,
and for sending your Son to be our Redeemer. We give you thanks for Jesus who,
living among us, healed the sick, fed the hungry, and with a love stronger than
death, gave his life for others.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup,
gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in
my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me. Remembering, therefore, his life-giving death and glorious
resurrection, we await your promised life for all this dying world. Breathe your
Spirit on us and on this bread and cup: carry us in your arms from death to life, that
we may live as your chosen ones, clothed in the righteousness of Christ. Through

him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your
holy Church, both now and forever. C: Amen
THE LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The risen Christ invites us to this table. Come, eat and be satisfied.
THE COMMUNION BLESSING:
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.
C: Amen.

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE
Thank the Lord and sing his praise; tell everyone what he has done. Let everyone
who seeks the Lord rejoice and proudly bear his name. He reveals his promises and
leads his people forth in joy with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia. Alleluia.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. Satisfy
the hunger still around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may
bring joy to the hearts of all people, through Jesus Christ our Lord. C: Amen.
BLESSING
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen
Lord Jesus. The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and
forever. C: Amen.

SENDING HYMN

( 2 verses, music only at this time)
Jesus Christ is Ris’n Today

#151

1 Jesus Christ is ris'n today, Alleluia! Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! Who did once
upon the cross, Alleluia! Suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia!
2 Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! Unto Christ, our heav'nly king, Alleluia!
Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! Sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia!

DISMISSAL
Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! Go in
peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
SERVICE FOR May 9th
OPENING PRAYER
O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond understanding.
Pour into our hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may
obtain your promises, which exceed all we can desire; through Jesus Christ, your
Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
Amen.
.

HYMN # 1

Thine is the Glory (LBW 145)

( 2 verses, music only at this time)
1 Thine is the glory, Risen, conqu'ring Son; Endless is the vict'ry Thou o’er death hast
won! Angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away, Kept the folded grave-clothes
where thy body lay.
Refrain: Thine is the glory, Risen, conqu'ring Son; Endless is the vict'ry Thou o’er death
hast won!
2 Lo, Jesus meets thee, Risen from the tomb! Lovingly he greets thee, Scatters fear and
gloom; Let his Church with gladness, Hymns of triumph sing, For the Lord now liveth;
Death hath lost its sting! [Refrain]

CONFESSION OF SINS
L: God has given us the ministry of reconciliation. Therefore, let us be reconciled
to God and to one another. As you reflect and examine your week, ask God to
have compassion on you and forgive your sins, both known and unknown.
Silence for reflection and examination of our sins.
L: By the mercy and Grace of our Lord, we are granted pardon, forgiveness, and
remission of all our sins.
READINGS FOR THE DAY
Acts 10: 44-48

Psalm 98

1 John 5:1-6

John 15: 9-17

THE MESSAGE

JOHN 15:9-17

Today’s Gospel lesson is part of Jesus’ Farewell Discourse, and a continuation of
the abiding relationship of the vine and branches from last Sunday’s lesson. The
bearing of much fruit is now put forth in terms of love. Our lesson today is a clear
reminder of the importance of love, for love is the fruit of the abiding relationship
of Father and Son, just as it is of the Son and those who follow Him. Love is that
which can also bring us joy!
For most of this, the concept of love has many different connotations. There is the
type of love we have for family and friends, and yes, then there is romantic
L O V E! Even romantic love is seen in many ways! Just listen to a few of the
answers that children gave when asked about love! Johnny, age 9, said that “love
is like an avalanche where you have to run for your life” Then there was Jill, age 8,
whose concept of love when like this, “I think you’re supposed to get shot with an
arrow or something, but the rest of it isn’t supposed to hurt as much.”
And this teeny-bopper wrote this love poem for the love of his life.
Love is like my asthma – it takes my breath away.
Love is like dandruff – I can’t get it off my head.
Love is like my car – it drives me crazy.
Love is like dentures – I can’t smile without it.
Jesus’ love, however, far surpasses any of the romantic love we may feel for
someone, as well as other types of love. Love is, in fact, a precious gift from God.

John 3:16 expresses that love well. “For God so loved the world, that He gave His
one and only son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal
life.”
Jesus also said, “As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my
love.” To abide in Jesus’ love, however, Jesus commands us to “love one another,
as I have loved you.” Notice that Jesus doesn’t give us an option. He does not
recommend or suggest that we keep His commandment, but commands us to do
so.
At first it may seem easy, we say to ourselves, “we’re good people, of course we
love others. Yet, even though we are good people, if we look deep down, we
discover that we have drawn a line in the sand when it comes to loving certain
people. We’ll love others up to this point, but not beyond. It is human to put up
barriers, for it is frightening at times to even think about loving those who are
very different from us; those, for example, who have committed crimes, are drugusers, drug-dealers, gang members and on and on. Yet, Jesus command us as
followers who dwell in Him, is to step over the line and to love everyone as He
loves us. For this is how we bear the fruit of the vine!
The big question is, how do we love others as Jesus has loved us. Perhaps the
path is like the story my Grandfather Deiter used to talk about the man who had
carved a bear out of a piece of log. Someone asked him how he had carved it,
and he replied, “I just chipped away anything that did not look like a bear.” There
are many stories in the Bible that illustrates Jesus’ great love for others and we
can use them as models for our own behavior as we chip away at our thoughts
and behaviors that don’t much look like Jesus’ love.
Let’s start with an easy one, that of the Good Samaritan. Who can tell me the
story? My guess is that there isn’t anyone here this morning who would not help
someone in need if the opportunity presented itself. Yet, it is a lesson to all of us,
for not only should we be willing to help, but we need to be willing to help
without passing judgement on the person, their background, or the situation
itself.
Who remembers the story of Jesus walking on the water and calling Peter to
come to him? Jesus love for Peter never wavered even though He knew Peter’s
faith was wavering at bit at that moment. Thus, we are called to support one
another in love, even when they are question their faith, and to plant the seed of

faith in those. Even those who may be the most unlikely recipients of Jesus’
message of love.
Then there is the story of Jesus feeding the 5000. Who can tell us the story? It is
a story of Jesus feeding the hungry in love. Matthew tells us that the people had
been without food for three days. Jesus knew this and had great compassion for
them. Through us, Jesus is still feeding the hungry, and we are called to feed
those who say they are hungry and in need, without questioning whether they are
really in need and just using the system so they can spend their money on other
things.
And who can forget the Woman at the Well who was living with a man who was
not her husband, and the woman brought to Jesus because she had committed
adultery. Jesus treated them with love while teaching them how they should
continue on in their life. He loved them regardless of what they had done in the
past.
Jesus preached the kingdom of God in love throughout His ministry here on earth.
Mark 6 tells us the story of Jesus landing where a great crowd had gathered. We
are told Jesus had compassion on them because they were like sheep without a
shepherd, and He began to teach them. Jesus continues to teach all of us through
the Word, and through us.
Jesus set the example for us, and love is an action. An action that Jesus
commands us each to do. Yet, we need not be afraid because Jesus is always here
with each one of us as we good forth to do His command.
As we leave here today, my hope for you, for me, and for this congregation is that
today we can love each other and those around us as God has loved us. Let us all
let others see the love of Jesus shining through each of us!
Amen
HYMN # 2

The Strife is O’er (LBW 135)

( 2 verses, music only at this time)
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
1 The strife is o'er, the battle done; Now is the victor's triumph won! Now be the song of
praise begun. Alleluia!

2 The pow'rs of death have done their worst, But Christ their legions hath dispersed. Let
shouts of holy joy outburst. Alleluia!

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

CLOSING PRAYER
Gracious God, bless all of us who were brought together
this morning in worship from wherever we may be. Make all things whole and
provide us with chances to please you. Thank you for all of the blessings that you
have given us in our lives. As we go out into the world, we pray that you help us
to love and serve you better in everything that we do. May we always be guided
closer to you and live by your example.
Amen.
Chris is Risen, Alleluia! (LBW 131)

HYMN # 3

( 2 verses, music only at this time)
1 Christ is risen! Alleluia! Risen our victorious head! Sing his praises! Alleluia! Christ is
risen from the dead! Gratefully our hearts adore him As his light once more appears;
Bowing down in joy before him, Rising up from griefs and tears.
Refrain:

Christ is risen! Alleluia! Risen our victorious head! Sing his praises!
Alleluia! Christ is risen from the dead!

2 Christ is risen! All the sadness Of our Lenten fast is o’er; Through the open gates of
gladness He returns to life once more; Death and hell before him bending See him rise,
the victor now, Angels on his steps attending, Glory round his wounded brow. [Refrain]

THE BLESSING
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to
know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy
Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen.

THE SENDING

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

SERVICE FOR MAY 16TH
OPENING PRAYER
Gracious and glorious God, you have chosen us as your own, and by the powerful
name of Christ you protect us from evil. By your Spirit transform us and your
beloved world, that we may find our joy in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
Amen.
Alleluia! Sing to Jesus (LBW 158)

HYMN # 1

( 2 verses, music only at this time)
1 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus; His the scepter, his the throne; Alleluia! His the triumph, His
the victory alone. Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion Thunder like a mighty flood: "Jesus
out of ev'ry nation Has redeemed us by his blood."
2 Alleluia! Not as orphans Are we left in sorrow now; Alleluia! He is near us; Faith
believes, nor questions how. Though the cloud from sight received him When the forty
days were o'er, Shall our hearts forget his promise: "I am with you evermore"?

CONFESSION OF SINS
L: God has given us the ministry of reconciliation. Therefore, let us be reconciled
to God and to one another. As you reflect and examine your week, ask God to
have compassion on you and forgive your sins, both known and unknown.
Silence for reflection and examination of our sins.
L: By the mercy and Grace of our Lord, we are granted pardon, forgiveness, and
remission of all our sins.
READINGS FOR THE DAY
Acts 1:15-17, 21-26

Psalm 1

1 John 17: 6-19

John 17: 6-19

THE MESSAGE
JOHN 17:6-19
Today, our Gospel lesson in John comes from what is known as the “High Priestly
Prayer.” It is always helpful to put things in context, and Jesus’ prayer for us takes

place right after the last supper. Jesus had shared the bread and wine and has
lovingly washed the feet of the disciples. As the evening falls into darkness, and
the disciples drift away for the night, Jesus knows that the end is coming near.
The one who will betray him as left and will go to the authorities. Darkness has
surrounded Jesus, but He does not run for His life, but instead turns to prayer.
If we look closely, we will notice that there are two groups of people that are
mentioned in Jesus’ prayer. There are those who have been given to Jesus out of
the world, and therefore belong to Him. Then there are those who belong to the
world. That is, those who have rejected Jesus in favor of the pleasures of the
world. All though Jesus is praying for those disciples who were with Him at the
time, He is also including and interceding for all of us who would believe in Him
through the words of the disciples.
Perhaps, however, verse 15 is the one that our brain likes to skip over. “My
prayer is not that you take them out of the world, but that you protect them from
the evil one.” For Jesus knows that we as humans are in great danger from the
one who lurks about hoping to overtake our hearts with darkness. We may not
like to think that there is an evil one, you know the one that we picture as red and
holding a pitchfork. The one who resides over the pit of fire.
All through the centuries however, people have known that there is a devil, and
they have feared him. Many today, however, dismiss the idea of a devil or an evil
force as a superstition from early primitive societies. The Word of God, however,
tells us differently. Jesus believed there was a real devil. Not only does today’s
scripture refer to the evil one, but Luke 10:18 tells us, He (Jesus) replied, “I saw
Satan fall like lightning from heaven.” There are many other examples such as 1
Peter 5:8, “Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like
a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.”
When I lived in the south, people talked about the evil one and the devil, but
since I moved back north, I have heard little talk about him. Perhaps it is due to
the culture of the two different areas. Have you ever taken a good look at a can
of Underwood Deviled Ham? Do you remember their logo? Yep, a red devil,
indicating the devil has been reduced to an advertising gimmick. Who could
possibly be afraid of him!
Yet, whether we acknowledge him or not, the evil one exists! He is there
watching our every more, hoping to step in and attack us with temptation, or to
erode our faith when life’s misfortunes occur.

The evil one, also known as Lucifer, the Fallen Angel, and Satin, will do anything to
separate God’s faithful children from Him.
Some of the ways he works in our lives is to tempt us and then validate our
thoughts and actions that oppose what God might have us do. I am sure most of
you have heard the phrase used, “The devil made me do it!”
The devil works hard to get you to lie, not only to others, but to yourself. He can
subtly convince you that you really don’t need to go to church this Sunday. After
all, summer is a short season, and so you can take off Sundays because it is
vacation season for everyone. He can convince you that everyone else is doing it,
and summer is the slow season at church. However, the reason summer is slow is
because so many feel they don’t need to worship God when it is warm and sunny
out. After all, God will still be there in the fall.
The devil also works hard to convince you that you do not have the time or
energy to serve the church and your community. After all, you have served many
times in the past, so, not it is time for you to sit back and let others do the work.
What the devil really wants you to believe is that being an active disciple of God if
for the young. Yet, God has given us each spiritual gifts and talents, and they can
be used in various ways no matter what our age. We are all needed to help fulfil
God’s mission for us here on earth.
And the devil especially loves money and works very hard to get you to feel
feelings of scarcity. There are so many worldly things that you NEED, you can’t
possibly give more money to community projects or the church. You really need
those extra dollars for yourself. Money is scarce and you can never have enough
of it, the devil whispers in your ear.
Perhaps the days of “hell and brimstone” preaching that I knew in my youth are
gone. Yet, what still exists is the fact that the devil is real and the ruler of Hell.
Matthew, chapter 25, talks about the second coming of our Lord, where He shall
separate His sheep to his right hand, from the goats that will go to his left. Verse
41 says, “Then he will say to those on his left (the goats), ‘Depart from me, you
who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.”
As we leave here today, we need to be aware of the devil’s activity and the depts
of hell. We are called to resist the temptations of the devil, to hold tight to our
faith and to follow Jesus’ command to love one another as He has loved us. To
carry on as His disciples, sharing the Gospel with those around us and
encouraging each other. Let us never forget the precious message of the cross.

In the end God will handle the devil and God’s righteous kingdom will prevail. Let
us not forget that today, Jesus continues to pray for us. May we all be protected
from evil, and may we truly love one another and have true joy! Amen
HYMN # 2

When Morning Gilds the Skies (LBW 546)

( 2 verses, music only at this time)
1 When morning gilds the skies, My heart awaking cries: May Jesus Christ be praised!
when evening shadows fall, This rings my curfew call: May Jesus Christ be praised!
2 When mirth for music longs, This is my song of songs: May Jesus Christ be praised!
God's holy house of prayer Has none that can compare With "Jesus Christ be praised!"

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen
CLOSING PRAYER
Almighty God, Restorer, Creator, Savior and Redeemer, we
thank you for all that you have done for us. As we leave worship today, help us to
remember this moment and connection with you. No matter what struggles we
face within the week ahead, help us to remember you in everything that we do.
May we carry your kingdom and your love in our hearts throughout every
moment of the day. As we leave here today, we pray that we may become
examples of your love to the rest of the world. Amen.

HYMN # 3

A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing! (LBW 157)

( 2 verses, music only at this time)
1 A hymn of glory let us sing! New hymns throughout the world shall ring: Alleluia!
Alleluia! Christ, by a road before untrod. Ascends unto the throne of God. Alleluia!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
2 The holy apostolic band Upon the Mount of Olives stand. Alleluia! Alleluia! And with
his faithful foll'wers they see Their Lord ascend in majesty. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
Alleluia! Alleluia!

THE BLESSING AND SENDING
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen
Lord Jesus. The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and
forever.
Amen.
DISMISSAL

Go in Peace and Serve the Risen Lord

SERVICE FOR MAY 23RD

Pentecost Sunday

OPENING PRAYER
Mighty God, you breathe life into our bones, and your Spirit brings truth to the
world. Send us this Spirit, transform us by your truth, and give us language to
proclaim your gospel, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing

HYMN # 1

( 2 verses, music only at this time)
1 Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing My great Redeemer's praise, The glories of my God
and King, The triumphs of his grace!
2 My gracious Master and my God, Assist me to proclaim, To spread through all the
earth abroad The honors of your name.

CONFESSION OF SINS
L: God has given us the ministry of reconciliation. Therefore, let us be reconciled
to God and to one another. As you reflect and examine your week, ask God to
have compassion on you and forgive your sins, both known and unknown.
Silence for reflection and examination of our sins.

L: By the mercy and Grace of our Lord, we are granted pardon, forgiveness, and
remission of all our sins.
READINGS FOR THE DAY
Acts 2:1-21

Psalm 104:24-35

Romans 8:22-27

John 15:26-27, 16: 4-15

THE MESSAGE
JOHN 15:26-27, 16: 4B -15
Today is Pentecost Sunday, one of the 4 major festivals of the church year. This is
the last big Sunday, a feast day in the medieval church, before we enter ordinary
or normal time. So, we’re wearing red today because red is the liturgical color of
the Holy Spirit. Red is the color of fire and symbolizes the presence of God. Just
as Moses saw the burning bush as a symbol of God’s presence, so we wear red
today as a symbol of God’s presence with us. It also reminds us of the coming of
the Spirit on that Pentecost so long ago after the Jesus’ resurrection and
ascension to sit at the right hand of God the Father.
For many people getting a handle on God sending the Holy Spirit is hard to grasp.
Perhaps we don’t quite understand what exactly happened on this day, and just
maybe, talk about the Spirit is not as sweet as talk about a baby born in a manger,
angels singing in the heavens, gifts being passed about and shepherds tending
their sheep. At Christmas time, God comes to us in the form of a baby. At Easter,
we see the empty tomb. Both of these are amazing events, but not really very
threatening to our human existence. The image, however, of the Holy Spirit can
be unsettling and even a little scary. Yet, Pentecost Sunday is just as important
as Christmas. On Christmas God sends a baby that will walk this earth as a human
and eventually die on the cross for our sin. At Pentecost, God sends us the Holy
Spirit, in a rush of wind and tongues of fire.
It is good to remind ourselves that the Holy Spirit is a gift given to us by God. In
fact, it can be considered Jesus’ farewell gift to us. Without the living Spirit, we
would cling to outside authorities to tell us what is right or wrong. Listen to what
John 14:26 tells us. “But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in
my name, he will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I
have said to you.” That is, the Holy Spirit makes the Word of God come alive to us

in our own situations, and helps us pull out for ourselves how God’s Word relates
to us in today’s world.
The Holy Spirit is God’s gift for each of us to comfort and guide us, to empower
us in our everyday lives. It is a gift, like GPS, to help us find our way in this world.
A gift that helps us transform our lives to be more like that of Christ. To do this,
however, we need to be able to hear the voice of the Holy Spirit. We live in a
world of noise, distractions, and busyness. Even living in what I call the
“boomies” doesn’t always get you away from outside noise. Cars go by on the
nearest road, farm equipment buzzes in the distance, and on and on. For quiet
we often have to rely on what I call inner silence.
One of the verses that I have always resonated to is Psalms 46:10. “Be still and
know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the
earth.” “Be still and know that I am God.” Advice that encourages us to spend
some time each day just sitting quietly, slowing down the busy thoughts that
seem to run through our mind constantly, and just sit quietly with God, listening
for the quiet voice of the Holy Spirit. It sound really easy, doesn’t it? Yet when
we actually sit down and try to quiet our thoughts it can be like wrestling with a
greased pig. Often, each time we think we have quieted our thoughts and can
just rest in quiet with God, the quiet slips away just like grabbing a greased piglet
at the fair. Actually being quiet takes a great deal of patience and persistence.
Yet, the reward is great when the Spirit speaks to you through your heart.
In 1 Kings 19, we hear the story of Elijah and God choosing to speak to him
through a quiet whisper. God often chooses to speak through a still, small voice,
not because He isn’t powerful enough to shout, but because He wants us to
remove all the white noise and distractions from our lives and focus on Him.
The best way to begin is to find a fairly quiet place. Note that I said fairly quiet
place. Sit comfortably, close your eyes, asks Jesus to join you, and then when a
thought comes cruising through your mind, just envision it passing on and try to
quiet your thoughts again. Then listen for the small voice coming from your
heart. Don’t be discouraged if you feel you have not been able to sit silently with
God. Just keep practicing, for it will happen when you least expect it to.

God speaks to us in many ways and it is good to cultivate a posture of listening
when we do our daily prayers. Don’t just run into prayer with your checklist in
hand and pray, “Dear God, please help me here, bless this, bless that, protect
them, help me have a good day. Amen.” Spend time listening. You may not hear
anything, but it’s important to remember that prayer is designed as a dialogue
with God, not a monologue.
As we begin our new week, may the peace of God which passes all understanding
keep your hearts and minds focused on our Lord Jesus Christ whom the Holy Spirit
reveals to us for everlasting life? Listen intently, and you will hear the Holy Spirits
voice guiding you on the path set forth before you. Matthew 7: 13-14 tells us,
“For the gate is narrow and the road is hard that leads to life, and there are few
who find it.” However, the gate that leads to destruction is broad and many enter
through it. May you always hear and obey the voice of the Holy Spirit who will
lead you along that narrow road to the narrow gate. Amen
HYMN # 2

Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart (LBW 486)

( 2 verses, music only at this time)
1 Spirit of God, descend upon my heart; Wean it from earth, through all its pulses move;
Stoop to my weakness, strength to me impart, And make me love you as I ought to love.
2 I ask no dream, no prophet ecstasies, No sudden rending of the veil of clay, No angel
visitant, no op'ning skies; But take the dimness of my soul away.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this
day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen
CLOSING PRAYER
Breath of Life, on this Pentecost Sunday, we ask that
You breathe on us once again. Make our consciences tender to Your touch.
We hunger for the life-changing power that Your Holy Spirit brings. May our
lives exemplify the fruit of Your Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. May we use the gifts of
the Spirit that You have distributed to bless the church and build Your
Kingdom on earth. Amen.

Spirit of Gentleness (WOV 684)

HYMN # 3

( 2 verses, music only at this time)
REFRAIN: Spirit, Spirit of gentleness, blow through the wilderness calling and free;
Spirit, Spirit of restlessness, stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea
1. You moved on the waters, you called to the deep. Then you moved up the
mountains from the valleys of sleep; and over the eons you called to each thing;
“Awake from your slumbers and rise on your wings.” REFRAIN
2. You swept through the desert, you stung with the sand and you goaded your
people with a law and a land; and when they were blinded with idols and lies,
then you spoke through your prophets to open their eyes. REFRAIN

THE BLESSING AND SENDING
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen
Lord Jesus. The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and
forever. Amen.

DISMISSAL

Go in Peace, and Serve the Risen Christ

SERVICE FOR MAY 30th TRINITY SUNDAY
OPENING PRAYER
Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory, eternal Three-inOne, and we praise your power, majestic One-in-Three. Keep us steadfast in this
faith, defend us in all adversity, and bring us at last into your presence, where you
live in endless joy and love, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.
HYMN # 1

Holy, Holy, Holy (LBW 165)

1 Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty! Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee.
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! God in three Persons, blessed Trinity!

2 Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee, Casting down their golden crowns around
the glassy sea; Cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee, Which wert and art
and evermore shalt be.

CONFESSION OF SINS
L: God has given us the ministry of reconciliation. Therefore, let us be reconciled
to God and to one another. As you reflect and examine your week, ask God to
have compassion on you and forgive your sins, both known and unknown.
Silence for reflection and examination of our sins.
L: By the mercy and Grace of our Lord, we are granted pardon, forgiveness, and
remission of all our sins.
READINGS FOR THE DAY
Isaiah 6:1-18

THE MESSAGE

Psalm 29

Romans 8:12-17

John 3: 1-17

JOHN 3:1-17

Welcome to Trinity Sunday, a day that celebrates and honors the Holy Trinity,
God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. It is a time when we
celebrate not an event but the reality that our God is three in one.
In this morning’s Gospel lesson, we meet a man who you have probably heard
about before. His name is Nicodemus. Nicodemus is mentioned two other places
besides this one in the Gospel of John. In chapter 7 of John, Nicodemus steps
forward to defend Jesus among the religious leaders, and in chapter 19,
Nicodemus takes a big risk with Joseph of Arimathea in asking for Jesus’ body so
that He can be properly buried. An interesting contrast to today’s account where
He sneaks around in the dark so that no one will know He is seeking out Jesus.
Other than this, we don’t know a lot about Nicodemus, but what we do know is
that from an outward point of view, he had it all together. He was what we would
call today, one of the rich and famous. He was educated, held a high position in
Jewish society, and had power as a member of the 70 ruling Sanhedrin. The
Sanhedrin were the ruling council in Jerusalem and was somewhat like our
Supreme Court today. They were highly respected and held great power over
Jews everywhere in that day’s world. In spite of the fact that Rome ruled the

roost, the Sanhedrin were given a lot of latitude in Jewish affairs. These men had
real power!
Nicodemus was also a Pharisee. Pharisees were the teachers and legal scholars of
that time. Pharisees believed in resurrection, and had long been expecting a
Messiah, a Savior that would overthrow Rome, and retake Israel as a monarch.
Jesus, of course, was not a King of the Flesh. He was not the type of king the
people were expecting.
Yet, Nicodemus recognized that Jesus was up to something amazing, but he also
knew that Jesus wasn’t doing what all the Pharisees believed he should be doing.
And so, in the dark of the night, he visited Jesus to ask him some questions.
We can imagine him nervously walking through the darkness, perhaps looking
over his shoulder to make sure that he was not being followed. He would have
been wearing the full Sanhedrin uniform, a flowing outer cloak on which hung the
prescribed Knotted fringes, that proved he was a devout Jew. Yet, he is intent on
engaging in a private conversation with Jesus. Most likely, Nicodemus wanted to
live more fully, and more authentically, he wanted to know who this person, who
called himself Jesus was. He wanted to know if Jesus was truly of God.
With Nicodemus’ background we can be fairly sure that He felt confident and that
he was in charge of the conversation as he greeted Jesus. He starts off with the
words, “Rabbi, you are obviously a teacher from God, for no one could do the
miraculous signs you do if God were not with him” (3:2). I don’t know about you
but this sounds a lot to me like he is “kissing up” to Jesus. Interestingly, Jesus
neither responded to Nicodemus’ compliment nor returned it. He cuts right to
the heart of the matter: “Here’s the honest truth: unless one is born again he
won’t see the kingdom of God.”
We can imagine Nicodemus who is very well educated saying, “I have to do
what?” So he asks Jesus to clarify. “Born again? That would be a trick. How can a
man be born when he is old? He can’t climb back in his mother’s womb, can he?”
With all his learning, he still did not get that it was not a literal statement but one
pointing to the Holy Spirit. Eventually, Nicodemus left there that night probably
shaking his head, more perplexed and puzzled that he had ever been in his life.

There are times that we too are perplexed by God’s Word. We too often want to
take things literally, forgetting that there is most often an underlying meaning.
The concept of the Holy Spirit can seem perplexing to many. Yet we need to
remember that the Holy Spirit is a gift from God, and if we have faith, the Holy
Spirit works to help us conform to the image of Christ. The Holy Spirit’s
convictions help keep us from sin and from making bad decisions. That is, if we
listen carefully and allow the Spirit to guide us. Perhaps even more perplexing is
that God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit are one, for we worship one God. The concept
is one that we know is true but cannot completely comprehend because we
cannot describe God who is greater than all creation. It boils down to being an
element of our faith.
As we begin our new week, it is time to examine our own lives. It is a time to ask
if we are relying on our good works, our morality and such as Nicodemus was,
rather than listening for the guidance of the Spirit. It is time to ask ourselves if we
really humble our hearts before God. It is time to ask ourselves what Jesus sees in
our hearts.
The good news is that a generation comes and a generation goes, but God is
eternal. God is the same always, and He loves us more than we can ever imagine.
We are beloved children of God, even if we are perplexed at times by His Word
and the concept of God as three in one. Amen
HYMN # 2

Holy God, We Praise Thy Name (LBW 535)

1 Holy God, we praise your name; Lord of all, we bow before you. All on earth your
scepter claim, All in heav'n above adore you. Infinite your vast domain, Everlasting is
your reign.
2 Hark! the glad celestial hymn Angel choirs above are raising; Cherubim and seraphim,
In unceasing chorus praising, Fill the heav'ns with sweet accord: “Holy, holy, holy
Lord!”

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

CLOSING PRAYER
Gracious God, thank you for all of the wonderful things that you have done here
today. Thank you for your love that you have shown us and that we have been
able to share together. We pray that we will continue to learn and understand the
words that you have sown within our hearts today. Care for these words, protect
them and help them to take root. In time, help your words grow and blossom into
wonderful things. As we prepare to leave here, we thank you for always walking
with us. May we always here your word and strive to live within your love. For
yours is the kingdom, the power and the glory, now and forever. Amen.

HYMN # 3

God Of Our Fathers (LBW 567)

1 God of our fathers, whose almighty hand Leads forth in beauty all the starry band Of
shining worlds in splendor through the skies:Our grateful songs before your throne
arise.
2 Your love divine has led us in the past; In this free land by you our lot is cast; Oh, be
our ruler, guardian, guide, and stay; Your Word our law, your paths our chosen way.

THE BLESSING AND DISMISSAL
May the blessing of God,
who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us,
☩ be upon you now and forever.
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.

(answers)

1. Tuba toothpaste

2. It goes through a jarring experience.

3. Spare ribs.

4. A head band.
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