2021
A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
My Dear friends,
I can hardly believe that we are starting the month of July. It has always seemed
to me that once we hit the 4th of July, the rest of the summer just flies by. I hope
you are soaking up the sunshine and enjoying the summer months as much as I
am. As I sit out in my garden in the mornings doing my morning devotions, Psalm
113:3 always comes to mind. “From the rising of the sun to the place where it
sets, the name of the Lord is to be praised.” Perry County has a unique beauty
that just naturally makes me want to praise God for the splendor of His creation.
Recently I read that what we take in each day is what we put out. For example, if
we start the day with negative thoughts, we will approach the entire day from a
negative perspective. Perhaps that is why reading the Word of God the first thing
in the morning is so important versus watching the morning news. In a sense, the
news fosters hopelessness. Rarely do we hear positive stories. Usually it is who
was shot the night before, the bad weather that is coming, what is going wrong
with our country, and on and on. Yet on the other hand, God’s Word gives us the
hope that only Jesus can bring. Why not try this for a week, and then judge how
you feel and how your thoughts during the week change. I am following this
formula, a cup of tea and my morning devotions, and not even turning on the
television in the morning. I personally feel much calmer and positive throughout
the day, and missing things in the daily news has not harmed me at all. Why not
give it a try?
I wish each of you the joy of summer, warm sun, butterflies drifting by, and the
joy of living as Christ’s disciples. May each of your days be positive and bright.
May the Lord Bless Each of You,

Pastor Linda

We are all part of the puzzle of Social Ministry in this
community.

GUARDIAN ANGEL PROJECT
Again, I would like to thank you for your generosity. Together, we are making a
difference in our local community this summer. We started delivering food boxes
in June, right after school ended for the year. Also, please keep these teenagers
in your prayers. Due to privacy laws, we cannot give their names, but God will
know who they are.

PAPER CLIP ANGELS
Morning Glories come have some crafty fun and fellowship on Tuesday, July 13 at
9 a.m. We will meet in the Parish House so we can spread out. These paper clip
angels are easy to make! We plan to give them out at the fall Street Fair as well
as other events. I hope you can join us!

A motion was approved at the May Church Council meeting to make a donation
to the New Bloomfield Fire Company for their General Fund. Since we were not
meeting in person for over a year we have not had the loose offering to designate
to organizations and members of the Council felt it was important to support this
vital part of our Community; especially since we do not pay any taxes to support
them. Any donations received in May, June and July designated for the New
Bloomfield Fire Company will be forwarded to them. It is the Councils hope to
raise at least $500.00 for the General Fund of the Fire Company. Thank you for
considering a donation. See that Gay Weller gets anything you wish to contribute.

“MORNING GLORIES” MITTENS AND CAP PROJECT FOR
THE LUTHERAN MISSION

The Morning Glories are making caps and mittens that will be blessed at the
beginning of September, and sending them to the Navajo Evangelical Lutheran
Mission in Arizona. The hat and mittens can be for infants through adult sizes. If
you knit or crochet, please join us. We have gathered 12 hat & glove sets, 86
hats and 10 pair of gloves so far.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE PART OF OUR PRAYER CHAIN?
Often we get requests for prayer, not only from our
congregation members but from those in our community. We
are attempting to establish a group of people

are attempting to establish a group of people who will be “prayer
warriors.” If you would like to be part of the prayer chain, please let a message
on the church phone line, or let Gay or Pastor Linda know. This is an easy way
for everyone in our congregation to participate in God’s great ministry!

Health Care Facilities: George & Dot Berrier, Ruth Dunkelberger, Marhtea Keck,
Glenn Nulton, Joann Reed.
At home: Joan Carroll, Marilyn Eckert, and Pat Swenson.
Friends & Neighbors: Jean & Bob Anstine, Rev. Bob and Sharron Blezard, Louise
Clouser, Ted Russ, and Ruth Shepherd.
Everyone affected by the COVID-19 virus in any way.
Please contact the office (717-582-4356) with additions, corrections or deletions.

PLEASE CONSIDER BEING PART OF OUR” PASTORAL CARE TEAM”
Our list of congregation members who are no longer able to attend in-person
church services is growing. I would like to form a team that would be willing to visit
with some of our older members. We want to give our home bound members the
best care that we can give. I am sure they would be delighted to see you. If you
can spare an hour or two each month, please think about joining the team. Please
let Pastor Linda know if you would like to be part of this effort.
Lindashank@centurylink.net or 717-386-8762

WANT TO BE PART OF THE “SUNNY SIDE UPS?”
Would you like to go out to breakfast and enjoy good food, fun and fellowship?
We are planning to go to the Blain Hotel on Wednesday, July 21st. We will meet
at the church at 8 a.m. to car pool. Please sign up on the sheet in the Narthex, or
let Gay or Pastor Linda know that you plan to join us. Bon Appetite!

PRAYER FOR 4TH OF JULY
Father, I come to this July 4th, grateful for my country and grateful for the men
and women who gave their lives so that I might be free.
I proclaim my allegiance to my country and total dedication to you, my Lord.
As I watch the magnificent explosions of color on this red, white, and blue
holiday, I am reminded of my spectacular Lord and Savior who is great beyond my
imagination.
May the name of the Lord be praised and celebrated throughout our country on
this our joyous national holiday!
Amen
Copyright © 2012 Beth McLendon of Inspirational-Prayers.com’’

DID YOU KNOW?
Americans began observing the Fourth of July as early as 1777,
when the first-ever major celebration in Philadelphia included a
parade and a thirteen-shot cannon salute and fireworks.

GOD’S WORK OUR HANDS DAY – SEPTEMBER 12th, 2021
The churches in the Perry Conference have decided that we will collect items for
Personal Care Kits and assemble them on Sunday, September 12. Christ Lutheran
will be responsible for collecting 500 nail clippers and 100 towels. Bath towels
should be lightweight bath size, and can be given to Gay or put in the designated
spot in the Sunday School Room. We can purchase the nail clippers in bulk through
Amazon, so we will be taking monetary donations to help cover their cost.
Donations have already begun to come in 76 towels and 96 nail clippers have been
dropped off and two money donations were received. We may be a small
congregation but you show that our hearts are big and working together, WE CAN
MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

CHRIST LUTHERAN PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE
Now that we are back to in-church worship it is time to plan how we will move
forward in what is being called the “New Normal.” This includes being a Hybrid
Church that is a church which has both in-church and virtual programming. Old
ways of thinking and doing things are shifting like quick sand under our feet. At
the same time, something new is being born. In this ever increasingly complex
world, to survive we need to be well prepared to meet the challenges of being a

Hybrid Church, and have guidelines that will let us be nimble and ready to make
changes as the “new normal” dictates.
The council is beginning this strategic planning process, with the idea that once a
draft is prepared, it will be available to the congregation for input. Please keep the
council members in your prayers.

NOT FOR KIDS ONLY!
1. Where do American soldiers go to get a
haircut?
2. How were the first Americans similar to the
ants?
3. What did the American
colonists wear to the Boston Tea Party?
4. What happens when dinosaurs light the fireworks?
5. What is the similarity between liberty bell and Easter eggs?

We will again offer the “Grief Share” program this fall at Christ Lutheran. “Grief
Share” is a biblically based program that supports those who are grieving the loss
of a loved one. If you or someone you know would benefit from this free program,
please let Pastor Linda know. The program will be offered on Thursdays at Christ
Lutheran for 3 to 5 p.m. beginning Sept. 9th.
One time programs to be offered this fall:

“Loss of Spouse” will be offered on August the 26th at Christ Lutheran Church
from 3 to 5 p.m. This is a one time program.
“Surviving the Holidays” will be offered on Friday, November 12th from 3 to 5
p.m. at Christ Lutheran Church on November 12th. This is a one time program.
***********************
ANSWERS:

They go to the Hair Force.

They wore tea-shirts.

You get a dino-mite.

They both lived in colonies.
They both are cracked up.

JULY CALENDAR
June 28 – July 3 Pastor Linda is on vacation. Pastor George Martz is on call at this
time. He can be reached at 717-582-2141.

JULY WORSHIP
Service For July 4th, 2021
OPENING PRAYER
Lord God, thank you for more than 200 years of freedom, protection, and blessing
in America. Help us not to forget the blessings and opportunity you give us each
day. Make us not forget the sacrifice of the many for all of us who live free today
in our nation.
We pray for the safety of all of our military today. We pray for our leaders from
the mayors to the President that you would guide them to make wise and godly
decisions that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in godliness and honesty, as
the Scripture says, (I Timothy 2:1-4).
Father, remind us to pray when we are tempted to complain. Remind us to have
faith. Remind us to see our prayers as a tool of influence. You are that influence.

We pray for godly leaders and a godly influence in our homes, churches,
institutions, businesses, and communities across our nation.
Most of all, we thank you for your presence and power for you are the Source of
all holiness, happiness, joy, and contentment. Amen.
(Copyright Joe Hethcoat 2011)

HYMN # 1

My Country ‘Tis of Thee (LBW 566)

1 My country, 'tis of thee, Sweet land of liberty, Of thee I sing: Land where
my fathers died, Land of the pilgrims' pride, From ev'ry mountainside Let
freedom ring.
2 My native country, thee, Land of the noble free, Thy name I love; I love
thy rocks and rills, Thy woods and templed hills; My heart with rapture
thrills Like that above.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS OF OUR SINS
Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles,
the God of mercy.
Amen.
Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.
L: By the mercy and Grace of our Lord, we are granted pardon, forgiveness, and
remission of all our sins.
READINGS OF THE DAY
2 Samuel 5:1-5, 9-10
Psalm 123 2 Corinthians 12:2-10

Mark 6:1-13

SERMON - JULY 4, 2018
MARK 6:1-13
You know, Jesus was from a small town just like us. Do you know how you tell if
you are from a small town? You know you are from a small town when:
 The “road hog” in front of you on Main Street is a farmer’s combine.

 The local phone book has only one yellow page.
 You leave your jacket on the back of the chair in the café, and when you go
back the next day, it’s still there, on the same chair.
 AND – Everyone knows all the news before it’s published; they just read the
hometown paper to see whether the publisher got it right.
Perhaps the question that we need to think about this morning, however, is what
is it about familiarity that builds contempt? For Jesus’ rejection in His hometown
proves that this old adage is true. When Jesus began to preach in the synagogue
in His hometown of Nazareth, at first the people were captivated by Jesus’
teaching, but then they began to say, wasn’t he a carpenter, the son of the
carpenter, Joseph? Just like every other small town in the world throughout the
centuries, everyone thought they knew everything about everyone else. Then
they took offense at Jesus and did not believe in Him or what He was saying. In
other words, they reasoned that He was still the Jesus they had known all their
lives, and who was He to think He was better than them. Not only this, but His
birth was questionable. We can imagine the gossip that swept through the town
when Mary was pregnant but not yet married, and we can be sure that many still
remembered and questioned the circumstances of Jesus’ birth.
Their reaction is certainly not a flattering picture of the residents of Nazareth.
They come across as being small -minded, mean-spirited, and perhaps even
jealous of Jesus. Before we blame them, however, we have to ask ourselves what
we would do today if one of our neighbors who we knew and found ordinary, all
of a sudden turned into a charismatic teacher who claimed He was the Messiah. I
bet we too would all be skeptical. After all we tend to see what we expect to see,
and most of us are slow to accept any challenge to our preconceived notions
about someone or something.
I would like to suggest to you that this attitude about Jesus is still alive and well
today! Many believe Jesus is no one special! Some believe He existed but was
just a prophet but not the son of God; while others think that Jesus is just a madeup person that those in need cling to, to make themselves feel better.
Then there are those who have never heard of Jesus or have only a very vague
idea of who He is. Often, we think of these people as being somewhere far away,
in some isolated part of the world, perhaps living in the backroads of the jungle,

but in reality, they are the people all around us. Most likely there are people right
here in Perry county that fit into this category.
There are many reasons why this is so. We don’t want to offend anyone or
appear too pushy, and often we are not sure that we know the right words. My
guess is that many would sooner have a root canal than talk to someone they
don’t know about Jesus. Pastors too, have these types of anxieties that they must
overcome as they move into their ministry. Sharing our own faith is not always an
easy thing for anyone to do.
In spite of the opposition Jesus met in His home town, He did not pull back on His
mission. He was not discouraged by the reception He received in Nazareth.
Because of their unbelief, however, Jesus’ mighty works were limited in Nazareth.
He still did some works, but the response of unbelief hindered Him from doing a
“mighty work” there. Because of the response of the people of Nazareth, one
writer has called this account an “un-miracle” story.
Jesus, however, continued His teaching and preaching, going from village to
village. In fact, He let His hometown experience be a lesson that even more was
needed. So, He sent the twelve disciples out in twos and gave them authority over
impure spirits so that they could both teach and heal.
More importantly, in sending them forth and giving the disciples the authority
over impure spirits, Jesus was highlighting His true identity. Although the people
of Nazareth may have still have seen Him as the common man, Jesus the
carpenter, by His actions He showed that He really was the Son of God and that
He had power over the spiritual realm; for no one can give another the authority
that one does not already possess themselves. Thus, Jesus is making clear His
kingship.
In spite the opposition, Jesus continued to send His disciples out to prepare the
way for His ministry even though He knew they would experience opposition; just
as He knows that as His disciples today, we too will experience opposition at
times. Yet, He sends each one of us forth to help spread the good news. Like the
twelves so many years ago, Jesus knows that we will have to fight our anxieties to
be brave enough to share God’s message with others, and when we are rejected,
we need to continue on and not be discouraged. For some will respond while
others do not. We plant the seed but the Holy Spirit does the work.

Jesus still offers His gift of love and redemption to all people today. When Jesus
died on the cross, He did not die for nice people. He died for sinners. Romans
3:23 tells us that “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,” that means
He died for everybody. He died for those who rejected Him in Nazareth and He
died for those who still reject Him today. He offers His gifts to all, even those who
reject Him time and time again.
As we leave here today, I ask you to think about what is holding you back from
the commission that Jesus has given each one of us as His disciples. What is
holding you back from sharing your faith with others, from inviting them to a
church function or worship service? What is it you need to help you overcome?
Amen
HYMN # 2

The Church’s One Foundation (LBW 369)

1 The Church’s one foundation Is Jesus Christ, her Lord; She is his new
creation By water and the Word. From heav'n he came and sought her To
be his holy bride; With his own blood he bought her, And for her life he
died.
2 Elect from ev'ry nation, Yet one o’er all the earth; Her charter of
salvation: One Lord, one faith, one birth. One holy name she blesses,
Partakes one holy food, And to one hope she presses With ev'ry grace
endued.
THE APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy
Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose
again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the
holy Catholic Church, the communion of the saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE - Our response this morning is “hear our prayer”

(Let us come before the triune God in prayer.)
A brief silence.
God of all, through the waters of baptism you claim people of all races,
ethnicities, and languages as your beloved children. Sustain the baptized and
increase their faith, that your gospel may be proclaimed throughout the earth.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of the heavens, your creating Spirit animates the universe. We give you
thanks for the moon and stars, for the planets and the Milky Way Galaxy, and for
all of the mysteries of the cosmos that remain unknown to us. Lord, in your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of freedom, you have liberated us from sin and death and rescue us from all
forms of spiritual, social, and political oppression. Defend us from tyrants in our
midst and deliver us from all forms of slavery or corruption. Direct our freedom
for works of liberation and wholeness. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of compassion, you became vulnerable in the person of Jesus Christ in
solidarity with the disempowered. Strengthen those who feel faint, give courage
to those who fear, and bring wholeness to those in need (especially). Lord, in your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of holiness, you send us out into the world to proclaim your love. We pray for
our outreach ministries (local ministries may be named). Equip us as we leave this
place to witness and serve our neighbors. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We give you thanks that in every time and place you call forth prophets who
move us towards freedom. Thank you for those who work for human rights,
community organizers, and all who strive for liberty for all. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace. Amen.

Prayer after Communion
Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could ever
ask. As you have nourished us in this meal,
now strengthen us to love the world with your own life.
In your name we pray.
Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P. The Lord be with you.

C. And also with you.

P. Lift up your hearts.

C. We lift them to the Lord.

P. Let us give thanks and praise to the Lord Our God.
C. It is right to give him thanks and praise

SANCTUS
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
COMMUNION
THE COMMUNION BLESSING
P. The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could ever
ask. As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world
with your own life. In your name we pray.
Amen.

HYMN # 3

Lift Every Voice and Sing (LBW 562)

1 Lift ev'ry voice and sing Till earth and heaven ring, Ring with the
harmonies of liberty. Let our rejoicing rise High as the list'ning skies; Let it
resound loud as the rolling sea. Sing a song full of the faith that the dark
past has taught us; Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought
us; Facing the rising sun Of our new day begun, Let us march on, till victory
is won.
2 Stony the road we trod, Bitter the chast'ning rod, Felt in the days when
hope unborn had died; Yet, with a steady beat, Have not our weary feet
Come to the place for which our parents sighed? We have come over a way
that with tears has been watered; We have come, treading our path through
the blood of the slaughtered, Out from the gloomy past, Till now we stand
at last Where the white gleam of our bright star is cast.
THE BLESSING
May the blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us,
and journeys with us,☩ be upon you now and forever. Amen.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

Service for July 11, 2021
OPENING PRAYER
O God, from you come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works. Give
to us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may
be set to obey your commandments; and also that we, being defended from the
fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.
Amen.
HYMN # 1

This is my Father’s World (LBW 554)

1 This is my Father's world, And to my list'ning ears All nature sings, and
round me rings The music of the spheres. This is my Father's world; I rest
me in the thought Of rocks and trees, of skies and seas; His hand the
wonders wrought.
2 This is my Father's world; The birds their carols raise; The morning light,
the lily white, Declare their maker's praise. This is my Father's world; He
shines in all that's fair. In the rustling grass I hear him pass; He speaks to
me ev'rywhere.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS OF SINS
L: God has given us the ministry of reconciliation. Therefore, let us be reconciled
to God and to one another. As you reflect and examine your week, ask God to
have compassion on you and forgive your sins, both known and unknown.
Silence for reflection and examination of our sins.
L: By the mercy and Grace of our Lord, we are granted pardon, forgiveness, and
remission of all our sins.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE – the response for today is “hear our prayer”
Let us come before the triune God in prayer.
A brief silence.
Holy parent, you welcome your people into one family and gather all things to
yourself. Bestow your grace upon your beloved church, lavish your wisdom upon
us, and redeem us from our faults, that by our witness all might praise your glory.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Awesome Creator, you steadfastly tend to the smallest of seeds and the mightiest
of sycamore trees. Spring up green growth from the earth, nourish the growth of
fruit, grain, and other crops, and bless the work of farmers and laborers. Lord, in
your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of the oppressed, turn the ears of those who are in power to the voices of
prophets in our own day. Protect those who speak difficult truths when it is risky
to do so. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

God of strength, you are near to those who endure difficulty. Comfort all who are
survivors of violence, guard the refugee and the immigrant, and protect all those
who are victims of prejudice and discrimination. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of love, we pray for this holy house and all those who worship here. We pray
especially for those whose efforts behind the scenes often go unnoticed; for the
custodian(s) and maintenance workers, for our office staff (other positions may be
named), and for all of our volunteers. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We thank you, God, for the saints, martyrs, and prophets who have died in the
faith (especially Benedict of Nursia). We remember those in this community who
have recently died (especially). United with them as God’s children, assure us that
we are yours forever. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace.

READINGS FOR THE DAY
2 Samuel 6:1-5, 12-19 Psalm 85: 8-13

Amen.

Ephesians 1:3-14 Mark 6:14-19

SERMON FOR JULY 11, 2021
MARK 6:14-29
Today’s passage is perhaps one of the saddest in the entire Bible. It records the
events surrounding the beheading of John the Baptist. Many movies and even an
opera has been done telling this story. After all, it contains all the things that
intrigue many people, immoral activity, sexy dancing, blood, gore, and other
sexual innuendo. Unfortunately, the movies don’t teach the lessons that this
story really conveys. For there are several lessons that we all can learn from this
incident.
Let’s start by taking a look at the characters in the event. First, we have John the
Baptist. A man of conviction and deeply committed to God. John had been called

by God to prepare the way for the Messiah, and had been teaching repentance
and baptizing those who repented of their sins.
Then we have King Herod Antipas who was the son of Herod the Great, the king
who ordered the death of all the boy children in Bethlehem after he had heard of
Jesus birth. As you will see, his son was a man who was superstitious, immoral,
and easily manipulated.
Then we have Herodias who was Herod Antipas’ half-niece. She was married to
Herod’s half-brother, Phillip, but when she spent some time with Herod Antipas in
Rome, they decided that they would both divorce their spouses and marry each
other. Why not for Herod had more power and was richer than his half-brother,
Phillip? However, their marriage was considered unlawful. In fact, Romans 7:2-3
tells us that a married woman was bound to her husband as long as he lived. If
she had sexual relations with another man while her husband was still alive, then
she was called and adulteress, and Leviticus 20:21 tells us, “If a man marries his
brother’s wife, it is an act of impurity; he has dishonored his brother. They will be
childless.” Not only was Herodias Herod’s half niece, but the wife of his halfbrother. Need I say anymore.
Finally, we have Herodias young daughter that she brought with her from her
previous marriage when she married Herod. She is believed to be about 12 to 14
years of age at the time this story takes place. As a young girl, she was easily
manipulated and influenced by her mother. What type of mother would
encourage her young daughter to perform a sexy dance for her step-father and
then ask him to behead someone?
Now John the Baptist was not a shy man, and he criticized her decision to marry
her brother-in-law. Therefore, Herodias hated John and wanted him killed.
You might wonder how John lived so long if Herod’s wife wanted to kill him. Mark
tells us that Herod feared John and knew that he was a righteous and holy man.
Mark goes on to tell us that Herod heard John speak often and enjoyed it, even
though John’s words perplexed him. It appears that Herod in some ways actually
liked John the Baptist and wanted to protect him. Why then did Herod kill him?
Herod knew John was a righteous and holy man, but he was stuck between a rock
and a hard place. He was tangled in a complex web. He did not want to kill John,
but he was trying to please many different groups of people, while not losing face
in front of all the people at his birthday party. After all, he had promised the

young girl that she could ask for anything up to a third of his kingdom. How could
he deny her in front of all those people?
Herod had the opportunity to welcome grace into the situation but chose to
satisfy the group of people around him and not follow his own conscience. He
could have chosen to spare John the Baptist’s life regardless of the situation at
hand. Herod’s actions send us a strong message that we too have the choice to
let grace in or reject it when situations arise.
Herod’s position was one that many of us can relate to. Many of us have to make
decisions every day that affect other people, and there are those times that we
feel uncomfortable with our decisions while other people are happy with them.
Somewhere down deep, our conscience nags at us and just don’t feel right about
it. Perhaps, we too like Herod have given in to peer pressure rather than
following our own moral compass. There are times when all of us cave into social
norms and don’t follow what we know is the right thing to do.
Take gossiping, for instance. I bet there is not one person here who is not guilty
of gossiping when we all know it is wrong. I for one have to fess up that at times I
get sucked into gossiping, and then I am sorry I did it. We are all human, and it is
just human to want to gossip about others.
Herodias is also a prime example of what a revengeful nature can do to us.
Wanting to get revenge when we think we have been wronged can bring us
nothing but feelings of hatred, bitterness, and unforgiveness, and in the end they
do us more harm than good. Alexander Pope made this famous statement, “To
err is human, to forgive divine.” And Matthew 6:14 states, “For is you forgive
others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.”
As we leave here this morning, let us remember the lessons that come from this
gory tale. Let us be quick to forgive others and to show grace in all situations. Let
us let our conscience guide our decisions, and always remember that we are
beloved children of God, and that he loved us so much he sent his only son to die
on the cross for our sins. If God can forgive us our many sins, we can surely
forgive others. Amen
HYMN # 2

Come Thou Font of Ev’ry Blessing (LBW 499)

1 Come, thou Fount of ev'ry blessing, Tune my heart to sing thy grace;
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, Call for songs of loudest praise. While the
hope of endless glory Fills my heart with joy and love, Teach me ever to
adore thee; May I still thy goodness prove.
2 Here I raise my Ebenezer, Hither by thy help I’m come; And I hope, by
thy good pleasure, Safely to arrive at home. Jesus sought me when a
stranger, Wand’ring from the fold of God; He, to rescue me from danger,
Interposed his precious blood.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen
CLOSING PRAYER
Almighty God, Restorer, Creator, Savior and Redeemer, we thank you for all that
you have done for us. As we leave worship today, help us to remember this
moment and connection with you. No matter what struggles we face within the
week ahead, help us to remember you in everything that we do. May we carry
your kingdom and your love in our hearts throughout every moment of the day.
As we leave here today, we pray that we may become examples of your love to
the rest of the world. Amen.

HYMN # 3

Beautiful Savior (LBW 518)

1 Beautiful Savior, King of creation, Son of God and Son of Man! Truly I'd
love Thee, Truly I'd serve thee, Light of my soul, my joy, my crown.
2 Fair are the meadows, Fair are the woodlands, Robed in flow'rs of
blooming spring; Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer, He makes our sorrowing
spirit sing.
THE BLESSING

May the blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us,
☩ be upon you now and forever. Amen.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. Thanks be to God.
Service for July 18, 2021
OPENING PRAYER
O God, powerful and compassionate, you shepherd your people, faithfully feeding
and protecting us. Heal each of us, and make us a whole people, that we may
embody the justice and peace of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
HYMN # 1

God of Grace and God of Glory (LBW 415)

1 God of grace and God of glory, On your people pour your pow'r; Crown your
ancient Church’s story; Bring its bud to glorious flow'r. Grant us wisdom, grant us
courage For the facing of this hour, For the facing of this hour.
2 Lo! the hosts of evil round us Scorn the Christ, assail his ways! From the fears
that long have bound us Free our hearts to faith and praise. Grant us wisdom,
grant us courage For the living of these days, For the living of these days.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS OF OUR SINS
Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God,
the God of manna,
the God of miracles,
the God of mercy.
Amen.
Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

L: By the mercy and Grace of our Lord, we are granted pardon, forgiveness, and
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Rooted in Christ and sustained by the Spirit, we offer our prayers for the church,
the world, and all of creation.
A brief silence.
God of wisdom, enlighten your church. Guide theologians, biblical scholars,
authors, and seminary professors as they seek greater knowledge and invite
others into deeper understanding. Teach us to ask faithful questions and open our
minds to new ideas. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of creation, mend the earth. Cool warming oceans and preserve melting ice
caps. Increase our awareness of changing climate patterns and reveal new
approaches to the ecological challenges we face. Shield those in the path of
hurricanes or tropical storms God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of all nations, direct our leaders. Grant them courage to lay aside political
grudges and renew their determination to address difficult conflicts. Guide them
in the work of reconciliation. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of compassion, tend to the wounded. Rescue those tormented by mental
illness or mired in addiction. Ease the anxiety of those struggling with dementia.
Come quickly to help all who are grieving and all those who suffer (especially).
God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of beauty, inspire artists. Bless those whose visual and musical gifts enliven
this assembly especially our organist, our excellent choir, and our children’s choir.
Bless the creative work of poets, hymnwriters, composers, painters, sculptors,
and others that enrich our worship and daily life. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of resurrection, bring us to new life. Give us the living bread from heaven
through which we abide in your love, and on the last day raise us with (Mary,
mother of Jesus, name/s, and) all the saints to eternal life. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

We lift these and all our prayers to you, O God, confident in the promise of your
saving love; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
READINGS OF THE DAY
2 Samuel 7: 1 – 14 Psalm 23

Ephesians 2:11-22

Mark 6: 30-34, 53-56

SERMON FOR JULY 18, 2021
MARK 6: 30-34, 53-56
When I read today’s Gospel lesson, my first thought was that I understand
perfectly what happened to Jesus and the disciples that day. How many times
have you planned your day, only to have something else over-ride all of your
carefully laid plans? Maybe someone calls you and really needs you to drop
whatever you are doing to go and lend them a hand. Maybe unexpected
company drops by, or perhaps the phone rings off the hook interrupting your
thoughts every couple of minutes. This list goes on and on. The point is that your
well laid plans suddenly go flying out the window!
This is what happened to Jesus and the disciples that day. The disciples had just
returned from teaching, casting out demons, and anointing and curing the sick.
They were excited and wanted to tell Jesus all about what had taken place. Jesus
suggests that they go away to a deserted place for a while so that they can talk
and rest. In today’s terms, the deserted place would probably be referred to as
“Jesus’ Man Cave.” Anyway, the plans are made and they take a boat across the
lake, only to find that a large group of people who had run ahead of them were
waiting for them on the other shore. One thing is for sure, their carefully laid plan
for quiet and rest was just not going to happen today!
Before we move on, I want to point out that Jesus is giving each of us permission
to go to a quiet place and rest. In today’s world, with the constant interruptions
of modern technology, and a culture that prides itself on being overworked, we
often feel guilty for taking quiet time for ourselves. There are also those who
don’t like to be alone with their own thoughts. They are not used to silence of any
sort. Then there are those of us who find quiet alone time regenerating. I am
one of the later type, and I have to admit that I am looking forward to my
upcoming vacation where I will spend a week in complete silence, resting and
renewing my spirit in God.

Jesus and the disciples were not to have this type of silence and solitude that day.
The number of people following Jesus had become larger and larger as His
mission expanded. The stories of Jesus’ healing had spread from village to village,
and many were desperate for His help. So, many were willing to travel great
distances to see Jesus for hope burned in their hearts that they might be healed
both mentally and physically.
Jesus’ second important message for us, comes in verse 34. “As he went ashore,
He saw a great crowd; and He had compassion for them, because they were like
sheep without a shepherd; and he began to teach them many things.” He had
great compassion for them, the same type of compassion that He wants us to
have for others regardless of the situation, and regardless of who they are.
It is at this point that we should define what compassion means. Many people
think that compassion is a synonym for pity, for pity is something that you can
feel for others without really getting involved personally. In a sense, pity is sort of
a one up, often seeing ourselves as better than those we see as needing pity.
Perhaps we can define compassion as having empathy for another person. It
looks promising when you read the dictionary definition, “the ability to
understand and share the feelings of another.” However, when you look below
the definition at the synonyms for empathy, you see that pity is one of the first
ones listed. It appears that there is still the feeling that somehow we are separate
and above the person that we empathize.
Real compassion means that we are suffering right along with the person who is
suffering. The Greek verb for having compassion includes the root word for
intestines. Yep, I said intestines, like those that are in our own guts. It indicates
that compassion is something that we feel way down in our gut. Compassion is
what bubbles up in us when we see someone else experiencing a pain we have
experienced ourselves and know all too well.
Let me give you some examples. Compassion is what we feel when our child gets
really ill or falls off their bike and racks up their body. Compassion is what we feel
for a good friend when one of their parents passes away. Compassion is what
someone who has been the victim of bullying feels when they see someone else
being bullied. You get the general idea!

So when Jesus had compassion for those who followed after Him, it means he felt
their pain and reached out to them as their shepherd; touching them, healing
them, and teaching them the good news. Jesus did not care is they were dressed
in rags, if they had visible rashes on their bodies, or if they did not seem very
educated. He loved them and cared for them regardless of any of their
shortcomings.
As we leave here this morning, let us remind ourselves that faithfulness to our
Lord Jesus Christ is about being intentional and caring toward the interruptions to
our plans; remembering that is what Jesus did and that it is in our everyday living
that we encounter God. It is letting ourselves feel gut-wrenching compassion so
that we can be Christ’s healing touch in today’s world. The question we need to
ponder is, will we follow Christ’s example, for living like Jesus takes great courage.
Amen
HYMN # 2

Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life (LBW 429)

1 Where cross the crowded ways of life, Where sound the cries of race and
clan, Above the noise of selfish strife, We hear your voice, O Son of Man.
2 In haunts of wretchedness and need, On shadowed thresholds dark with
fears, From paths where hide the lures of greed, We catch the vision of your
tears.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen
CLOSING PRAYER Gracious God, thank you for all of the wonderful things that
you have done here today. Thank you for your love that you have shown us and
that we have been able to share together. We pray that we will continue to learn
and understand the words that you have sown within our hearts today. Care for
these words, protect them and help them to take root. In time, help your words
grow and blossom into wonderful things. As we prepare to leave here, we thank
you for always walking with us. May we always here your word and strive to live
within your love. For yours is the kingdom, the power and the glory, now and
forever. Amen

HYMN # 3

What a Friend We Have in Jesus (LBW 439)

All our sins and griefs to bear! What a privilege to carry Ev'rything to God
in prayer! Oh, what peace we often forfeit; Oh, what needless pain we bear All because we do not carry Ev'rything to God in prayer!
2 Have we trials and temptations? Is there trouble anywhere? We should
never be discouraged - Take it to the Lord in prayer. Can we find a friend so
faithful Who will all our sorrows share? Jesus knows our ev'ry weakness Take it to the Lord in prayer.
THE BLESSING
May the blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us,
☩ be upon you now and forever. Amen.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. Thanks be to God.
Service for July 25th:
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Gracious God, you have placed within the hearts of all your children a longing for
your word and a hunger for your truth. Grant that we may know your Son to be
the true bread of heaven and share this bread with all the world, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
HYMN # 1

O God Beyond All Praising (797WOV)

O God beyond all praising, we worship you today and sing the love amazing that
songs cannot repay; for we can only wonder at ev’ry gift you send, at blessings
without number and mercies without end: we lift our hearts before you and wait
upon your word, we honor and adore you, our great and mighty Lord.

Then hear, O gracious Savior, accept the love we bring, that we who know your
favor may serve you as our King; and whether our tomorrows be filled with good
or ill, we’ll triumph through our sorrows and rise to bless you still: to marvel at
your beauty and glory in your ways, and make a joyful duty our sacrifice of praise.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION - Our response this morning is, “Your Mercy is Great”
Rooted in Christ and sustained by the Spirit, we offer our prayers for the church,
the world, and all of creation.
A brief silence.
We pray for the church. Bless the ministries of our neighboring congregations
(especially). Empower churches throughout the world and encourage missionaries
who accompany global neighbors. Kindle in us a spirit of collaboration, that all
people may know your loving works. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
We pray for creation. Send rain to lands experiencing drought and come to the
aid of those enduring sweltering heat. Nurture wheat and barley crops grown for
the nourishment of your people and conserve aquatic habitats and fish
populations. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
We pray for those who govern. Cast out arrogance, selfishness, and corruption
and instruct those who lead to practice compassion and humility. Inspire them
with a vision of the common good and a commitment to ensure that all who
hunger are fed. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
We pray for those bowed down by heavy burdens: those who are unemployed or
underemployed, those unable to find affordable housing, and those without
health insurance. Console those who grieve and hear the cries of those who call
to you for healing. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
We pray for this assembly. Deepen our resolve to be that “scrappy” little church
that serves those in need. When we worry that we do not have enough resources
for ministry, assure us of your abundance. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
.

We give thanks for those who have died. As you sustained them through all their
days, so dwell in our hearts, that we may have the power to comprehend, with
the saints, the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
We lift these and all our prayers to you, O God, confident in the promise of your
saving love; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
READINGS FOR THE DAY
2 Samuel 11:1-15
Psalm 14

Ephesians 3:14-21

John 6:1-21

SERMON FOR JULY 25, 2021
JOHN 6: 1-21
Today’s Gospel lesson is a story that most of us are familiar with, the feeding of
the five thousand. Sometimes my mind seems to work in strange ways, and I
started to think what this story would be like if Jesus came to feed five thousand
people in today’s world. I imagined the crowd sitting there and when Jesus holds
up the loaf of bread and the fish, there are those in the crowd that begin to shout
things like: “Is that bread gluten free? “Has that fish been tested for mercury?”
or “I can’t eat that, I’m a vegan.” Although it is worth a laugh, it also points out
how prosperity has changed many people, even those who may be physically
hungry.
The story of the feeding of the five thousand is one that appears in all four of the
Gospels. If we read the account in all of the Gospels we can piece together many
of the details surrounding the story. For example, Luke 9:10 tells us that the
miracle occurred on a mountain side above the city of Bethsaida which today is
known as the Golan Heights. Luke also tells us that the disciple, Philip, had been a
native of Bethsaida. Mark tells us that several of the other disciples had at one
time or another also resided in Bethsaida. So, they would have been familiar with
all that was available in the area. Interestingly, the name Bethsaida actually
means “house of fish.”
John’s version of the feeding of the 5,000 provides additional information that
was not recorded in the other three Gospels. It points to Jesus’ creative power. It
also sets the stage for Jesus to talk about the” bread of life.” It is believed that

John wanted to show that Jesus was the son of God in human form and how God
can work in lives of everyday people.
Biblical Scholars propose that the feeding of the 5,000 represents the manna that
came from heaven when the Israelites were led out of Egypt by Moses. The
barley loaves in Jesus time were of poor quality, hard to digest, had less nutrition
and were generally eaten by the poor. It is thought that they were a
representation of 2 Kings 4:42-44 where Elisha feeds one hundred people with a
small supply of barley.
John alone gives us the reason Jesus had the leftovers picked up. “When they
had had enough to eat, Jesus said to the disciples,” Gather the pieces that are left
over, let nothing be wasted.” (John 6:12) That is, although there was abundance,
there should be no waste. The disciples were most likely tired by the time all of
this happened. Yet, Jesus had them collect what was left over so that they would
realize that God had provided for them, and that He had provided more than
enough to meet the needs. Mark 8:19 tells us that Jesus said to them, “When I
broke the five loaves for the five thousand, how many basketfuls of pieces did you
pick up? Each disciple carried a basket back to Jesus and hopefully, would never
forget the abundance of that day.
You may be wondering how this translate into 2021 terms! What does it mean
for Christ Lutheran Church? What does it mean for each one of us individually? I
believe it says that God can work with the meager offerings of the people of God
to do great things for each other, our community, and the world at large. It says
that when we have almost nothing to give, God can use that.
In fact I think this is God’s favorite way to work in the world. God does not
conquer the world with power and might, Jesus who is God, died on the cross and
was resurrected. Yet, He in fact, has made the biggest impact on our lives.
Without the cross, there would be little hope for forgiveness of our sins and
eternal life would not exist!
I believe that God has big plans for us as His church. Christ Lutheran may be
considered a small church, but we are what I call “Scrappy!” That is, we are a
family of people that is not only generous but determined to make a difference in
the lives of others. We don’t let the world define us. We may be small, in a rural
area, and the number of gray hairs on our head may be increasing, but we

continue on, knowing that God has a plan for us as a congregation, and that He
will use us to make a difference in our community and the world.
As we move into what is being called “The New Normal,” let us continue to be
“scrappy,” and do all we can to not only take care of those around us, but to
share the spiritual food that Jesus offers. Many around us are hungry for
something stable in their lives, let us do all we can do to help others see how the
love of Jesus can fill that void in their lives. Let us show them the love of God.
Love that surpasses all understanding. Amen

HYMN # 2
Refrain:

Balm in Gilead (737 WOV)
There is a balm in Gilead to make the wounded whole; There is a
balm in Gilead to heal the sin-sick soul.
Sometimes I feel discouraged, and think my works in vain, But then
the Holy Spirit revives my soul again. (Refrain)
If you cannot preach like Peter, if you cannot pray like Paul, you can
tell the love of Jesus, and say “He died for all”. (Refrain)
Don’t ever feel discouraged, for Jesus is your friend, and if you lack
for knowledge He’ll not refuse to lend. (Refrain)

THE LORD’S PRAYER
CLOSING PRAYER
King of glory, thank you for revealing your love to us today in a powerful way. As
we leave this place and go out there may we go in the power of the Holy Spirit.
May your grace and love be with us each day. Bless us O Lord with your unfailing
love and cause the work of our hands to prosper. Uphold us in the palm of your
hand and see us through each stage of our lives. Bless us when we go out and
when we come in. In Jesus’ name, we believe and pray, Amen.

HYMN # 3

The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve (723 WOV)

1 The Spirit sends us forth to serve; we go in Jesus' name
tidings to the poor, God's favor to proclaim.

to bring glad

2 We go to comfort those who mourn and set the burdened free; where hope is
dim, to share a dream and help the blind to see.
3 We go to be the hands of Christ, to scatter joy like seed and, all our days, to
cherish life, to do the loving deed.
4 Then let us go to serve in peace, the gospel to proclaim. God's Spirit has
empowered us; we go in Jesus' name.

THE BLESSING
May the blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us,
☩ be upon you now and forever.
Amen.
THE SENDING
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
Thanks be to God.
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