September 2021
A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
Dear friends,
I hope all of you are well and looking forward to the upcoming fall weather. For
some reason, I always have the urge to go out and buy school supplies this time of
year, and it reminds me to pray for our children, teachers, and school
administrators. Let us all continue to pray that our children stay healthy and
schools remain open this year.
Ecclesiastes 3:1 tells us that “For everything there is a season, and a time for
every matter under heaven.” This fall is the time for all of us work on our
personal spiritual growth through participating in Bible Study and the various
projects that Christ Lutheran is providing for the community. Without
participation, no matter how small, we cannot continue the amount of outreach
that we are presently providing. To remain church as we know it, we all need to
work together.
I hope all of you will be able to help us continue with our mission, for this is the
season to turn our attention to how we organize ourselves to survive in “the new
normal.” Every little bit helps!
Blessings to each of you,
Pastor Linda

We are all part of the puzzle of Social Ministry in this
community.

GUARDIAN ANGEL PROJECT
August marked the end of our monthly food deliveries to the two families we
were assisting with meals while school was out. With the beginning of the new
school year and students receiving school lunches we return to holiday food
deliveries. Your generous contributions have helped us build a special relationship
with these two families and hopefully show them the love of Christ in our
community. Again we thank you for your support of this project and our
continued sussess.

We raised $ 785.00 for the General Fund of the Fire Company. Thank you for your
generous support of this vital community organization.
LECTORS NEEDED
Gay is in the process of composing a new LECTOR
list. If you are interesting in reading the lessons in
church, please her know.

We need your input! The council has been approached about changing our
worship service time to 10 a.m. We would like your input before we make a
decision. Please let the Pastor, Gay or any Council Member know your thoughts
so we can make a decision at our September council meeting. If we do change
the service time, the new time would begin with our October 3 worship service.
Thanks for your input!!

Health Care Facilities:
Nulton, Joann Reed.

Dot Berrier, Ruth Dunkelberger, Marhtea Keck, Glenn

At home: Joan Carroll, Marilyn Eckert, Martha and Dick Hoffner, and Pat
Swenson.
Friends & Neighbors: Jean & Bob Anstine, Rev. Bob Blezard, Louise Clouser, Ted
Russ, and Ruth Shepherd.
Everyone affected by the COVID-19 virus in any way.
Please contact the office (717-582-4356) with additions, corrections or deletions.

THE BLESSINGS OF THE HATS
On Sunday, September 5th, we will be blessings the hats that go the Navajo
Lutheran Mission in Rock Point, Arizona. For 65 years, Navajo Lutheran Mission

(better known locally as Rock Point Mission) has partnered with the Navajo
people to be an outpost of love and hope. Every day, the 100% Navajo staff feed
the hungry, prioritize learning for grades K-6 and focus on fulfilling basic
community needs. We teach the way of Jesus, listen to one another, help one
another and stretch our capacity to become the people that God needs in this
time and place. Let us all pray for this mission and the wonderful work that they
do with our Navajo brothers and sisters.
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Sunday, Sept. 5

SEPTEMBER CALENDAR
Blessing of the Hats – Worship
with communion

Sunday, Sept. 11

Street Fair

Sunday, Sept. 12

Blessing of the Hunters

Sunday, Sept. 12

God’s Work, Our Hands Day

Tuesday, Sept. 14

Council Meeting

Thursday, Sept. 16

“Hagar” Bible Study, 1 p.m. – 2:15 p.m.

Sunday, Sept. 19

Sunday Service

Thursday, Sept. 23

“Hagar” Bible Study, 1 p.m. – 2:25 p.m.

Sunday, Sept. 26

Sunday Service

Sunday, Sept. 26

Congregational Meeting After Church

Thursday, Sept. 30

“Hagar” Bible Study, 1 p.m. – 2:15 p.m.

Sunday, Sept. 26

Church Picnic after Congregational Meeting

We will again offer the “Grief Share” program this fall at
Christ Lutheran. “Grief Share” is a biblically based program that supports those
who are grieving the loss of a loved one. If you or someone you know would
benefit from this free program, please let Pastor Linda know. The program will be
offered on Thursdays at Christ Lutheran for 3 to 5 p.m. beginning Sept. 9th.

Sign up in the narthex to help with our
booth at the Street Fair, September 11,
2021.

SEPTEMBER 12, BLESSING OF THE HUNTERS
In the Native American Culture, animals were respected as equal in rights to
humans. Of course, they were hunted, but only for food, and the hunter first
asked permission of the animal’s spirit.
Today hunters also enjoy hunting for food. For some, the meat is essential to get
the family through the year. As more and more land gets paved over or homes
built on it, the natural habitat for our wildlife is decreasing. Hunters help with the
overpopulation of wildlife who might starve if left to continue to grow. Let us
pray for the safety of our hunters.

GOD’S WORK OUR HANDS DAY – SEPTEMBER 12th, 2021
The churches in the Perry Conference have decided that we will collect items for
Personal Care Kits and assemble them on Sunday, September 12. Christ Lutheran
will be responsible for collecting 500 nail clippers and 100 towels.

Thank You for your generosity!

We reached our goal!

Please let Pastor Linda know if you can help to assemble this kits September 12th!

FALL BIBLE STUDY ON “HAGAR THE EGYPTIAN”
The Bible study will meet from 1 to 2:15 p.m. on Thursdays in the Sunday school
room on September 16th, 23rd and 30th, and on October 7th, 14th.
The name Hagar means, “stranger” in Hebrew. This Bible study will take you through
Hagar’s story as she learns from hurt and heartache. In the end she was betrayed,
abandoned, and scorned. Come and find out what Hagar’s story can teach us about trust in
God, believing He sees us and He knows.

Please sign the sheet in the Narthex if you plan to attend.
***********************

Plan to attend worship September 26, 2021. Immediately following
worship a brief Congregational meeting will be held for the sole
purpose of regularizing Pastor Linda Shank’s call.
What does this mean? It means we must vote to issue Pastor Linda a
permanent call to serve our Congregation as our full time Pastor. She
is no longer under Synod Administration and could in reality serve
any congregation that might want to call her. This vote in a formality
on our part but one we need to do in order to keep her with us! A
representative from the Synod office will be with us to administer
the vote.
Please plan to attend this meeting and help us secure our future with
Pastor Linda!

Join us in the Parish House following the Congregational
meeting for a light picnic lunch and some fellowship. Bring
place settings and a covered dish to share. Meat and drinks
will be provided. Come and fellowship with us!

A Billion Seashore Animals Cooked Alive During Pacific Northwest Heat Wave
BY AILA SLISCO ON 7/5/21 AT 11:42 PM EDT NEWSWEEKute52
/MMMMMARINE ANIMALS KILLED BY THE EFFECTS OF CLIMATE CHANGE
A Canadian marine biologist recent estimated that the recent Northwest heat wave may have
killed over 1 billion sea creatures in parts of British Columbia and Washington state alone. More
than a billion ocean animals living along the pacific coast may have been killed during the
recent unprecedented heat wave in the Northwest.
"A mussel on the shore in some ways is like a toddler left in a car on a hot day," Harley told the
outlet. "They are stuck there until the parent comes back, or in this case, the tide comes back in
and there's very little they can do. They're at the mercy of the environment. And on Saturday,
Sunday, Monday, during the heat wave, it just got so hot that the mussels, there was nothing
they could do. "Eventually, we just won't be able to sustain these populations of filter feeders
on the shoreline to be anywhere near the extent that we're used to," Harley said. "If we don't
like it, then we need to work harder to reduce emissions and take other measures to reduce the
effects of climate change."

SEPTEMBER WORSHIP
September 5, 2021

Pentecost 15

James tells us to stop showing favoritism in the assembly, treating the rich visitor
with more honor than the poor one. Jesus himself seems to show partiality in his
first response to the Syrophoenician woman in today’s gospel. Was he testing her
faith in saying Gentiles don’t deserve the goods meant for God’s children? Or was
he speaking out of his human worldview, but transcended those limits when she
took him by surprise with her reply? Either way, the story tells us that God shows
no partiality. Everyone who brings a need to Jesus is received with equal honor as a
child and heir.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose teaching is life, whose presence
is sure, and whose love is endless.
C: Amen.
P: Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart.

Silence is kept for reflection.
P: God our comforter:
C: like lost sheep, we have gone astray. We gaze upon abundance and see
scarcity. We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. We exploit
the earth with our apathy and greed. Free us from our sin, gracious God.
Listen when we call out to you for help. Lead us by your love to love our
neighbors as ourselves. Amen.

P: All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. By the gift of grace
in ☩ Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous. Receive with glad hearts the
forgiveness of all your sins.
C: Amen.

*ENTRANCE HYMN

# 316

*GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
*KYRIE
A: In Peace, let us pray to the Lord!

A: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

A: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

A: for this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us
pray to the Lord.

A: Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord.

* HYMN OF PRAISE
A: This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.

*SALUTATION

P: The Lord be with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
All: Gracious God, throughout the ages you transform sickness into health
and death into life. Open us to the power of your presence, and make us a
people ready to proclaim your promises to the whole world, through Jesus
Christ, our healer and Lord.
Amen.
FIRST LESSON:

Isaiah 35: 4-7a

Say to those who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear!
Here is your God. He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense.
He will come and save you.” 5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the
ears of the deaf unstopped; 6then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue
of the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness,
and streams in the desert; 7athe burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty
ground springs of water.
L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
4

Please join me in reading Psalm 146 responsively:
1

Hallelujah! Praise the LORD, |O my soul!
2
I will praise the LORD as long as I live; I will sing praises to my God
while I have my being.
3

Put not your trust in rulers, in mortals in whom there |is no help.
4
When they breathe their last, they return to earth, and in that
day their thoughts perish.
5

Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, whose hope is
in the LORD their God;
6
who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; who
keeps promises forever;
7

who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who
hunger. The LORD sets the captive free.
8
The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LORD lifts up those
who are bowed down; the LORD loves the righteous.

9

The LORD cares for the stranger; the LORD sustains the orphan and
widow, but frustrates the way of the wicked.
10
The LORD shall reign forever, your God, O Zion, throughout all
generations. Hallelujah!

SECOND LESSON:

James 2: 1-17

1

My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe in our
glorious Lord Jesus Christ? 2For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes
comes into your assembly, and if a poor person in dirty clothes also comes in, 3and
if you take notice of the one wearing the fine clothes and say, “Have a seat here,
please,” while to the one who is poor you say, “Stand there,” or, “Sit at my
feet,” 4have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with
evil thoughts? 5Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters. Has not God chosen the
poor in the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom that he has
promised to those who love him? 6But you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the
rich who oppress you? Is it not they who drag you into court? 7Is it not they who
blaspheme the excellent name that was invoked over you?
8
You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to the scripture, “You
shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 9But if you show partiality, you commit sin
and are convicted by the law as transgressors. 10For whoever keeps the whole law
but fails in one point has become accountable for all of it. [11For the one who said,
“You shall not commit adultery,” also said, “You shall not murder.” Now if you do
not commit adultery but if you murder, you have become a transgressor of the
law. 12So speak and so act as those who are to be judged by the law of liberty. 13For
judgment will be without mercy to anyone who has shown no mercy; mercy
triumphs over judgment.]
14
What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not
have works? Can faith save you? 15If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily
food, 16and one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,”
and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that? 17So faith by
itself, if it has no works, is dead.

L: The word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

*GOSPEL
P: The Holy Gospel according to Mark 7th chapter.

24

[Jesus] set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and did
not want anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice,25but a
woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit immediately heard about him,
and she came and bowed down at his feet. 26Now the woman was a Gentile, of
Syrophoenician origin. She begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter. 27He
said to her, “Let the children be fed first, for it is not fair to take the children’s food
and throw it to the dogs.” 28But she answered him, “Sir, even the dogs under the
table eat the children’s crumbs.” 29Then he said to her, “For saying that, you may
go—the demon has left your daughter.” 30So she went home, found the child lying
on the bed, and the demon gone.
31
Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards
the Sea of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. 32They brought to him a deaf
man who had an impediment in his speech; and they begged him to lay his hand on
him. 33He took him aside in private, away from the crowd, and put his fingers into
his ears, and he spat and touched his tongue. 34Then looking up to heaven, he
sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” 35And immediately his
ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. 36Then Jesus
ordered them to tell no one; but the more he ordered them, the more zealously they
proclaimed it. 37They were astounded beyond measure, saying, “He has done
everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord.

MESSAGE

Mark 7: 24-37

Some of us have better hearing than others. Let’s take my dachshunds for
example. It has been said that as a breed they tend to not hear their names when
you are standing next to them, but can hear a candy wrapper being taken off a
piece of candy five rooms away in a loud thunderstorm! I can personally verify
that this is true. They don’t hear me when I tell them to get off my chair, but when
they are on the other side of the house with the television on, they can hear me
open the door to the refrigerator. No matter how quietly I try to open it, I can hear
their feet hitting the floor and them running through the house to get to the kitchen
in hopes that they might get a treat out of the refrigerator. If I am not mistaken,
this is called “selective hearing.” My spouse also has it at times!
In our Gospel reading today, we really have two stories. The first is the familiar
story of Jesus and woman from Syrophoenicia. It is an important story because
Jesus isn’t very nice in it and many of us are uncomfortable with that. But often
this story over shadows the second one.
The second story is a relatively simple one in comparison to the first. A group of
men bring a man to Jesus and beg Jesus to lay his hands upon him, because the
man could not hear nor could he speak. So, Jesus pulls the man aside, in
private. He sticks his fingers into the man’s ear; he spits and touches the man’s
tongue. Finally, he gazes heavenward breathes out, “Be opened.” Immediately,
this man’s ears become unplugged and his new life begins. And the people
standing around Jesus were astounded and said, “He has done everything well. He
even makes the deaf to hear.” Notice that Jesus touches the man even though He
could have healed Him without doing so. There is something about touch that is
comforting to most people. Often a hug or pat on the shoulder can mean much
more than words. Although the man could not see Jesus, we can be sure that he
felt Jesus’ touch. A touch that healed his physical condition. Although Jesus no
longer walks here on earth, He is still with us and it is only through turning to Him
that we can too can find peace and healing.
People are deaf for many different reasons. Perhaps the ear itself does not detect
sound. The nerves may not carry the signal from the ear to the brain. The brain

itself may not process the signal properly. People may be born this way or become
deaf due to injury or illness. Any or all of these things may be the reason someone
is deaf.
However, some of us who have ears that work perfectly well, even if we have to
wear a hearing aid. At times we all experience spiritual deafness, that is, we can’t
seem to focus in on God’s message. Some people may think that they know
everything that God has to say, and they can slack off and take a snooze during
worship. That is, of course, with their eyes wide open. Then there are those in our
community who really don’t care what God has to say. Perhaps they don’t want to
be challenged in any way about how they live their lives. There are many excuses
for being deaf to God’s word. If we don’t hear about a problem, then we don’t
have to respond. Our ears have become plugged up, and we don’t want them
opened!
This type of spiritual deafness impacts us all. Consider how many ills of the world
around us are brought about by the willing deafness of those who will not hear new
information, people’s cry for justice, and on and on. Instead of hearing God’s
word, they cling to their half- truths, and turn a deaf ear to the unfairness that
others suffer. When Jesus healed the deaf man, He also gave him the ability to
speak up. Those who are spiritually deaf, often choose to be voiceless and are
silenced by cowardice and prejudice instead of speaking up about the wrongs that
are happening around them.
Ultimately, spiritual deafness comes from the devil, the world, and our own sinful
nature. These forces of evil want to separate us from God's word so that they can
separate us from God. They hope to destroy our faith and the faith of our
children. Their weapon in this war is to keep us away from God's Word and
Sacraments.
Yet, it is only when our hearing is restored and we can hear God’s Word, that our
ears are really opened and the healing of our soul can take place. There are all
types of voices around us in this world, voices that try to plug up our ears from
hearing the truth; voices of disruption, voices that challenge what we have always
thought to be true. The question is, what will we do? Will we listen to these
voices that have the power to pull us away from the salvation that Christ offers
each one of us, the truth of the cross, or will we choose to close our ears and minds
to their words, and listen carefully for the voice of God? Will we choose to hear
God’s voice of affirmation and love?

The question each of us needs to ask ourselves is whether we too are spiritually
deaf. Are we just living our Christian lives on remote control, or are we truly
listening to God? Are we truly committed to the words of this lovely hymn?
Here I am Lord - It is I Lord - I have heard you calling in the night I will go
Lord - If you Lead me - I will hold your people in my heart. Amen

HYMN

# 423 LBW

1. Lord, whose love in humble service bore the weight of human need, who upon
the cross, forsaken, worked your mercy’s perfect deed; we, your servants, bring the
worship not of voice alone, but heart; consecrating to your purpose every gift
which you impart.
2. Still your children wander homeless; still the hungry cry for bread; still the
captives long for freedom; still in grief we mourn our dead. As you, Lord, in deep
compassion healed the sick and freed he soul, by your spirit send your power to
our world to make it whole.
3. As we worship, grant us vision, till your love’s revealing light in its height and
depth and greatness dawns upon our quickened sight, making known the needs and
burdens your compassion bids us bear, stirring us to ardent service, your abundant
life to share.

APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I
believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power
of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the
third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and
all in need.
A brief silence.
Holy One, you bring your people together in worship. Enliven your church. Guide
all evangelists, preachers, prophets, and missionaries who seek to share your love
through word and deed. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You provide water for thirsty ground and sunshine to feed hungry plants. Bless all
who advocate for healthy forests, unpolluted air, and clean waterways. Inspire all
people to show care for the world you have made. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You show no partiality. Increase justice in all nations. Encourage leaders and
governments to work with one another for the good of our common world.
(Especially as we celebrate Labor/Labour Day,) unite us in seeking the health,
safety, and dignity of all. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You accompany those who are most in need. Shelter all fleeing violence or
persecution, protect any who are in danger, and sustain them through uncertain and
unstable times. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You support the work of your disciples. Continue to nurture the leadership and
ministries of this congregation (especially). Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
You embrace all who have died in the faith and brought them into your glorious
presence. We thank you for their example and rejoice in their lives. Lord, in your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P: The Lord be with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

P: Let us give thanks and praise to the Lord our God.

PREFACE
It is indeed right and salutary….we praise your name
and join their unending hymn:
SANCTUS

THANKSGIVING
P: Holy God, our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food, you created a world in
which all might be satisfied by your abundance. You dined with Abraham and
Sarah, promising them life, and fed your people Israel with manna from heaven.
You sent your Son to eat with sinners and to become food for the world. In the
night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of
me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his life given for us and his rising from the grave, we
await his coming again to share with us the everlasting feast. By your Spirit nurture
and sustain us with this meal: strengthen us to serve all in hunger and want, and by
this bread and cup make of us the body of your Son. Through him all glory and
honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both
now and forever. Amen
THE LORD'S PRAYER
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
All who hunger and thirst, come.

The table is ready.

COMMUNION
THE COMMUNION BLESSING:
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.
C: Amen.
POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
ALL: Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of
our faith into a feast of salvation. Send us forth into the world with shouts of
joy, bearing witness to the abundance of your love in Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.
BENEDICTION
P: People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new
life to a suffering world. The holy Trinity, ☩ one God, bless you now and forever.

*SENDING HYMN:

# 731 WOV

1. Precious Lord, take my hand, lead me on, let me stand, I am tired, I am weak, I
am worn. Through the storm, through the night, lead me on to the light, take my
hand, precious Lord, lead me home.
2. When my way grows drear, precious Lord, linger near, when my life is almost
gone, hear my cry, hear my call, hold my hand lest I fall, take my hand, precious
Lord, lead me home.
3.When the darkness appears and the night draws near, and the day is almost gone,
at the river I stand, guide my feet, hold my hand. Take my hand, precious Lord,
lead me home.

*DISMISSAL:
P: Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you.

C: Thanks be to God.

September 12, 2021

Pentecost 16

Three weeks ago we heard Peter’s confession of faith as told in John’s gospel. This week we
hear Mark’s version, when Peter says, “You are the Messiah.” In John, the stumbling block is
Jesus’ invitation to eat his flesh, given for the life of the world. In Mark too the scandal has
to do with Jesus’ words about his own coming death, and here Peter himself stumbles over
Jesus’ words. But Jesus is anointed (the meaning of messiah) in Mark only on the way to
the cross (14:3); so we are anointed in baptism with the sign of the cross.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose teaching is life, whose presence
is sure, and whose love is endless.
C: Amen.
P: Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P: God our comforter:
C: like lost sheep, we have gone astray. We gaze upon abundance and see
scarcity. We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. We exploit
the earth with our apathy and greed. Free us from our sin, gracious God.
Listen when we call out to you for help. Lead us by your love to love our
neighbors as ourselves. Amen.
P: All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. By the gift of grace
in ☩ Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous. Receive with glad hearts the
forgiveness of all your sins.
C: Amen.
ENTRANCE HYMN

# 446

GREETING
P: The boundless grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the wisdom of God,
and the light of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
KYRIE
A: In Peace, let us pray to the Lord!

A: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

A: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

A: for this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us
pray to the Lord.

A: Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord.

HYMN OF PRAISE
A: This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.

SALUTATION
P: The Lord be with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
All: O God, through suffering and rejection you bring forth our salvation, and
by the glory of the cross you transform our lives. Grant that for the sake of
the gospel we may turn from the lure of evil, take up our cross, and follow
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

FIRST LESSON

Isaiah 50: 4-9a

4

The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to
sustain the weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens— wakens my ear
to listen as those who are taught. 5The Lord GOD has opened my ear, and I was not
rebellious, I did not turn backward. 6I gave my back to those who struck me,
and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face from
insult and spitting.
7
The Lord GOD helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have
set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 8he who
vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who
are my adversaries? Let them confront me. 9aIt is the Lord GOD who helps me;
who will declare me guilty?
L: The word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

Please join me in responsively reading Psalm 116:
1

I love the LORD, who has heard my voice, and listened to my supplication,
2
for the LORD has given ear to me whenever I called.

3

The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave came upon me; I came
to grief and sorrow.
4
Then I called upon the name of the LORD: “O LORD, I pray you, save my
life.”
5
Gracious is the LORD and righteous; our God is full of compassion.
6
The LORD watches over the innocent; I was brought low, and God saved
me.
7

Turn again to your rest, O my soul. for the LORD has dealt well with you.
8
For you have rescued my life from death, my eyes from tears, and my feet
from stumbling;
9
I will walk in the presence of the LORD in the land of the living.

SECOND LESSON

James 3:1-12

1

Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know
that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness. 2For all of us make many
mistakes. Anyone who makes no mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to keep the
whole body in check with a bridle. 3If we put bits into the mouths of horses to
make them obey us, we guide their whole bodies. 4Or look at ships: though they
are so large that it takes strong winds to drive them, yet they are guided by a very
small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. 5So also the tongue is a small
member, yet it boasts of great exploits.
How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! 6And the tongue is a fire. The
tongue is placed among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole
body, sets on fire the cycle of nature, and is itself set on fire by hell. 7For every
species of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been
tamed by the human species, 8but no one can tame the tongue—a restless evil, full
of deadly poison. 9With it we bless the Lord and Father, and with it we curse those
who are made in the likeness of God. 10From the same mouth come blessing and
cursing. My brothers and sisters, this ought not to be so. 11Does a spring pour forth
from the same opening both fresh and brackish water? 12Can a fig tree, my brothers
and sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine figs? No more can salt water yield fresh.
L: The word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

*GOSPEL
P: The Holy Gospel according to Mark the 8th chapter.

27

Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the
way he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 28And they answered
him, “John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of the
prophets.” 29He asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him,
“You are the Messiah.” 30And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about
him.
31
Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great
suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be
killed, and after three days rise again. 32He said all this quite openly. And Peter
took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33But turning and looking at his disciples,
he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind
not on divine things but on human things.”
34
He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to
become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow
me. 35For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life
for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36For what will it profit
them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? 37Indeed, what can they give in
return for their life? 38Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this
adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed
when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord.

MESSAGE

Mark 8: 27-38

I think that it is safe to say that at times there are things that we just don’t get. Let
me share this story with you to illustrate.
Sitting on the side of the highway waiting to catch a speeding driver, a State Police
Officer sees a car puttering along at 22 MPH. He thinks to himself, “This driver is
just as dangerous as a speeder!” So he turns on his lights and pulls the driver over.
Approaching the car he notices that there are five old ladies, two in the front seat
and three in the backseat, wide eyed and white as ghosts. The driver, obviously

confused, say to him, “Officer, I don’t understand. I was doing exactly the speed
limit! What seems to be the problem?” “Ma’am,” the officer replies, “You
weren’t speeding, but you should know that driving slower than the speed limit can
also be a danger to other drivers.”
The State Police Officer, trying to contain a chuckle explains to her that “22” was
the route number, not the speed limit. A bit embarrassed, the woman grinned and
thanked the officer for pointing out the misunderstanding.
“But before I let you go, Ma’am, I have to ask you, is everyone in the car Ok?”
“These women seem awfully shaken and they haven’t muttered a single peep this
whole time,” the officer said. “Oh, they’ll be all right, in a minute, Officer,” the
woman answered. “We just got off Route 119.”
This being said, we can hardly point a finger at Peter and the other disciples
because at times, they just did not get what Jesus was saying to them. His words
did not sink in or they misinterpreted what He was saying.
The Gospel of Mark has carefully recorded what people had been saying about
Jesus up to this point. Here are some of what Mark recorded. “Who is this?” “Who
then is this that even wind and sea obey him?” “Is not this the carpenter, the son of
Mary?” “John the Baptist has been raised from the dead.” “He is Elijah.” No one
gets it! No one sees. Ironically, the only ones in the first half of Mark’s gospel that
get it are the demons. “I know who you are, the Holy one of God.” “What have
you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God?”
So, when Jesus asks His disciples “who do you say that I am?” we automatically
think they will all quickly respond with, the “Messiah!” But it is only Peter who
speaks up and answers, “You are the Christ!” And quietly we applaud as we think,
“yes, someone got it!” That is, until Jesus begins to teach the disciples that as the
Son of Man, he must suffer, be rejected, killed, and rise from the dead after three
days, and what does Peter, who we think gets it do? Peter takes Jesus aside and
rebukes him for what He said.”
If we read through to the end of Mark’s Gospel, it is clear that there are some who
get that Jesus is the Messiah, and some who don’t and never will. When Jesus has
reached the end, the Sanhedrin still have not gotten it. In fact, in Mark 14:61, they
ask Jesus, “Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?” It isn’t till Jesus is hanging
on the cross that one of the centurions at the foot of the cross gets it. “Truly this
man was the Son of God!” (15:39).

Today, Jesus’ question echoes down through the years to the millennials of today.
A survey administered in 2020 by Lifeway Research surveyed 3,003 American
adults on the “State of Theology.” Findings showed that 52% of those surveyed
believed that Jesus was a great teacher and nothing more. Another survey, the
American Worldview Inventory, administered in 2021 by the Arizona Christian
University found that 43% of the millennial age young adults surveyed stated,
“they either don’t know, don’t care or don’t believe that God exists.”
It is clear that as a society many among us just don’t get it! Our society as a
whole is drifting away from God’s absolute standards in the Scripture, and many
are abandoning the moral compass that most of us grew up with. As a church we
don’t have the luxury of silently standing by. It is vitally important that we as
church and as individuals interact with those in our community helping them to see
who the Bible says Jesus is. Let us show them with our expressions of Jesus love,
and share what Jesus means in our life. Let us fearfully share the saving words of
our Lord Jesus Christ in the Gospel. Let us stand up and demonstrate who we say
Jesus is! Let us share the hope and peace that only Jesus can give!
Amen

HYMN

#776

APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I
believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power
of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the
third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and
all in need.
A brief silence.

Revealing God, you have made yourself known through bread and wine, water and
word. Continue to nurture your church, that it is a place where your presence is
experienced and shared. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Creating God, you brought life into being and called it good. Bring new creation to
lands devastated by tornadoes, hurricanes, floods, fires, and other disasters. Restore
forests and curb overflowing waters. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Protecting God, you desire all people to live in peace and safety. Provide for all
who are in danger. Strengthen first responders to help meet to the complex needs
of others. Provide care and compassion as they face trauma themselves. Lord, in
your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Transforming God, you announce release to the captives and freedom to the
oppressed. Break chains of discrimination and injustice. Amplify voices that go
unheard and inspire us to advocate for the those who are overlooked. Lord, in your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
Forming God, you gather this community together. Shape our communal life, that
in our prayer, praise, and worship, we honor you and encourage one another. Keep
our disagreements civil and increase our joy in working together. Lord, in your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
Redeeming God, you accompany your people through every stage of life. We give
you thanks for the saints who now rest in your embrace (especially). Lord, in your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
THE LORD'S PRAYER
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

BENEDICTION
P: People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world.
The holy Trinity, ☩ one God, bless you now and forever.

SENDING HYMN

# 532

DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you.

September 19, 2021

C: Thanks be to God.

Pentecost 17

Today we hear James warn against selfish ambition, while the disciples quarrel over which
one of them is the greatest. Jesus tells them the way to be great is to serve. Then, to make
it concrete, he puts in front of them a flesh-and-blood child. We are called to welcome the
children God puts in front of us, to make room for them in daily interaction, and to give
them a place of honor in the assembly.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose teaching is life, whose presence
is sure, and whose love is endless.
C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P: God our comforter:
C: like lost sheep, we have gone astray. We gaze upon abundance and see
scarcity. We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. We exploit
the earth with our apathy and greed. Free us from our sin, gracious God.
Listen when we call out to you for help. Lead us by your love to love our
neighbors as ourselves. Amen.
P: All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. By the gift of grace
in ☩ Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous. Receive with glad hearts the
forgiveness of all your sins.
C: Amen.
ENTRANCE HYMN

# 752

*GREETING
P: The boundless grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the wisdom of God,
and the light of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
*KYRIE
A: In Peace, let us pray to the Lord!

A: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

A: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

A: for this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us
pray to the Lord.

A: Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord.

* HYMN OF PRAISE
A: This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.

*SALUTATION
P: The Lord be with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
All: O God, our teacher and guide, you draw us to yourself and welcome us as
beloved children. Help us to lay aside all envy and selfish ambition, that we
may walk in your ways of wisdom and understanding as servants of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

FIRST LESSON

Jeremiah 11: 18-20

18

It was the LORD who made it known to me, and I knew; then you showed me
their evil deeds. 19But I was like a gentle lamb led to the slaughter. And I did not
know it was against me that they devised schemes, saying, “Let us destroy the tree
with its fruit, let us cut him off from the land of the living, so that his name will no
longer be remembered!” 20But you, O LORD of hosts, who judge righteously,
who try the heart and the mind, let me see your retribution upon them, for to you I
have committed my cause.
L: The word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

Please join me in responsively reading Psalm 54:
1

Save me, O God, by your name; in your might, defend my cause.
2
Hear my prayer, O God; give ear to the words of my mouth.

3

For strangers have risen up against me, and the ruthless have sought my life,
those who have no regard for God.
4
Behold, God is my helper; it is the Lord who sustains my life.
5

Render evil to those who spy on me; in your faithfulness, destroy them.
6
I will offer you a freewill sacrifice and praise your name, O LORD, for it is
good.
7

For you have rescued me from every trouble, and my eye looks down on my
enemies.

SECOND LESSON

James 3: 13- 4:3, 7-8a

13

Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that your
works are done with gentleness born of wisdom. 14But if you have bitter envy and
selfish ambition in your hearts, do not be boastful and false to the truth. 15Such
wisdom does not come down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, devilish. 16For
where there is envy and selfish ambition, there will also be disorder and
wickedness of every kind. 17But the wisdom from above is first pure, then
peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of
partiality or hypocrisy. 18And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace for those
who make peace.4:
1
Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come from? Do they
not come from your cravings that are at war within you? 2You want something and
do not have it; so you commit murder. And you covet something and cannot obtain
it; so you engage in disputes and conflicts. You do not have, because you do not
ask. 3You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, in order to spend what
you get on your pleasures. 7Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil,
and he will flee from you. 8aDraw near to God, and he will draw near to you.

L: The word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL
P: The Holy Gospel according to Mark the 9st chapter.

30

[Jesus and the disciples went on] and passed through Galilee. He did not want
anyone to know it;31for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of
Man is to be betrayed into human hands, and they will kill him, and three days
after being killed, he will rise again.” 32But they did not understand what he was
saying and were afraid to ask him.
33
Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked them,
“What were you arguing about on the way?” 34But they were silent, for on the way
they had argued with one another who was the greatest. 35He sat down, called the
twelve, and said to them, “Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant
of all.” 36Then he took a little child and put it among them; and taking it in his
arms, he said to them, 37“Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes
me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord.

MESSAGE

Mark 9: 30-37

This morning I am going to ask you to go back in time to your childhood days. For
some of us, this trip back will be longer than for others. I want you to think about
some of the dreams you had back then. What did you dream of being when you
grew up? Perhaps you were like me, and the answer to that question would change
several times a day. I could swing from wanting to be a teacher to wanting to be
like my Barbie doll when I grew up. Of course, I had no idea what Barbie did with
her time, my knowledge was limited to the changing of her fancy clothes and
shoes.
There is absolutely nothing wrong with being a dreamer, and many of us as adults
have dreams of what our life will be like in the future. Maybe we dream about
what it will be like when we retire or when we take that dream trip to Hawaii. So,
we still have many of our childhood traits.
In today’s Gospel lesson we see the disciples acting like children, arguing about
which one of them was the greatest. As children most of us probably argued about
who was the greatest at running, jumping, and so forth. So, in itself it is not all that
bad a thing to do. Where the disciples erred was in using the standards of the
world in determining what greatness was. They were concerned with using earthly
ambition to get ahead in heaven.
Even though they did not answer Jesus when he asked, "What were you arguing
about on the road? We all know that Jesus knew exactly what they had been
talking about for He knows everything about each one of us before we even utter a
word or form a thought.
As we have come to see, Jesus turns things upside down by calling the disciples to
him and telling them, “Anyone who wants to be first must be the very last, and the
servant of all." He took a little child whom he placed among them. Taking the child
in his arms, he said to them, "Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my
name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me, does not welcome me but the one
who sent me.”
At this point I can’t resist telling a story about my granddaughter Belle when she
was a little girl. Her preschool teacher had invited my husband to come to school
and tell the children about martial arts. All went well, but a couple of days later,
she noticed Belle was always at the front of the line to get a drink at the water
fountain. It turns out she was telling the other kids she knew karate and would use
it on them if they didn’t let her be first in line! Obviously, she learned the hard
way that anyone who wants to be first must be the very last in line.

Jesus message to the disciples and to us, His disciples today, is that to be
successful and get ahead in the spiritual world is to become like a child. In the
world that Jesus lived in, women and children were seen as property and were
often seen as lower on the totem pole than the farm animals. Little children were
in fact, considered useless until they became big enough to help with the chores.
It is clear that the little children in Jesus story today represent all of God’s people.
The greatest people in God’s kingdom are not the rich and the powerful, but the
poor and the helpless; not the ones with the most servants, but those who serve
others the most. Jesus argued that if we help those who are humble, lowly, poor, or
oppressed we will be successful from a heavenly point of view.
Let’s turn our attention for a minute to what it would be like for us to act like a
child of God. One of the things that has always amazed me is how fast and how
much little children can learn. If we are “too big, then we will miss what Jesus is
trying to teach us. We have to become small enough, let go of our egos and our
preconceived notions to really hear, understand, and incorporate what Jesus is
telling us about living in God’s kingdom into our lives. That is, we have to be
ready and willing to change.
I don’t know about you, but as a teenager I often thought that my elders didn’t
know what they were talking about. I couldn’t wait to be on my own without
having to live by their crazy rules and ideas. I had learned enough growing up and
I was too big to listen to more advice. In short, I thought that I knew it all! What a
shock it was when I finally was on my own and found out otherwise. Thankfully, I
was not too big to learn what was needed to actually be and survive as an adult.
This morning, Jesus wants us to know that no matter how big we get, we will
always be a child of God. Jesus wants us to realize that when we get big, we need
to be small enough to listen and learn from Him, and to be small enough to serve
even the smallest and lowliest.
As we leave here this morning, let us leave realizing that we need to be small
enough to be at peace with God and those around us. What do you want to be
when you get big? I hope you will say to the Lord, “When I get big, I want to be
small.”
Amen

HYMN

# 501

APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I
believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power
of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the
third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and
all in need.
A brief silence.
God of community, we pray for the church around the world. Unite us in our love
for you. Help us overcome our divisions, that we are encouraged to work together
for your sake. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of creation, we pray for this hurting earth. Awaken in us a new desire to care
for this world and empower us to support agencies, organizations, and individual
efforts to heal our environment. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of cooperation, we pray for nations of the world embroiled in conflict
(especially). Inspire leaders to listen to each other and work towards peaceful
solutions to disagreements. Protect the vulnerable, especially children, who cannot
find safety in their home or country. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of comfort, we pray for all who live with mental or physical illness. Help
them find appropriate care. Bring healing and wholeness when the path forward
seems bleak. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of compassion, we pray for the young people of this congregation. Renew in
us your call to welcome the children in our midst. As they grow, strengthen their
faith and our commitment to them. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

God of consolation, we give you thanks for our loved ones who have died and pray
for all who grieve today (especially). Shine your grace on all your saints. Lord, in
your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
*THE LORD'S PRAYER
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

*BENEDICTION
P: People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world.
The holy Trinity, ☩ one God, bless you now and forever.

SENDIND HYMN

# 756 WOV
ON THE NEXT PAGE…….

DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you.

C: Thanks be to God.

September 26, 2021

Pentecost 18

Someone who isn’t part of Jesus’ own circle is casting out demons in Jesus’ name, and the
disciples want him stopped. They appeal to Jesus, as Joshua did to Moses about the elders who
prophesied without official authorization. Like Moses, Jesus refuses to see this as a threat. Jesus
welcomes good being done in his name, even when it is not under his control. The circle we form
around Jesus’ word must be able to value good being done in ways we wouldn’t do it, by people
we can’t keep tabs on.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose teaching is life, whose presence
is sure, and whose love is endless.
C: Amen.
P: Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P: God our comforter:
C: like lost sheep, we have gone astray. We gaze upon abundance and see
scarcity. We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. We exploit
the earth with our apathy and greed. Free us from our sin, gracious God.
Listen when we call out to you for help. Lead us by your love to love our
neighbors as ourselves. Amen.
P: All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. By the gift of grace
in ☩ Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous. Receive with glad hearts the
forgiveness of all your sins.
C: Amen.

ENTRANCE HYMN

# 479

*GREETING
P: The boundless grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the wisdom of God,
and the light of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

*KYRIE
A: In Peace, let us pray to the Lord!

A: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

A: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

A: for this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us
pray to the Lord.

A: Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord.

* HYMN OF PRAISE
A: This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.

*SALUTATION
P: The Lord be with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
All: Generous God, your Son gave his life that we might come to peace with
you. Give us a share of your Spirit, and in all we do empower us to bear the
name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

FIRST LESSON:

Numbers 11: 4-6, 10-16, 24-29

4

The rabble among them had a strong craving; and the Israelites also wept again,
and said, “If only we had meat to eat! 5We remember the fish we used to eat in
Egypt for nothing, the cucumbers, the melons, the leeks, the onions, and the
garlic; 6but now our strength is dried up, and there is nothing at all but this manna
to look at.”
10
Moses heard the people weeping throughout their families, all at the entrances
of their tents. Then the LORD became very angry, and Moses was displeased. 11So
Moses said to the LORD, “Why have you treated your servant so badly? Why have I
not found favor in your sight, that you lay the burden of all this people on
me? 12Did I conceive all this people? Did I give birth to them, that you should say
to me, ‘Carry them in your bosom, as a nurse carries a sucking child, to the land
that you promised on oath to their ancestors’? 13Where am I to get meat to give to
all this people? For they come weeping to me and say, ‘Give us meat to eat!’ 14I am
not able to carry all this people alone, for they are too heavy for me. 15If this is the
way you are going to treat me, put me to death at once—if I have found favor in
your sight—and do not let me see my misery.”
16
So the LORD said to Moses, “Gather for me seventy of the elders of Israel,
whom you know to be the elders of the people and officers over them; bring them
to the tent of meeting, and have them take their place there with you.”
24
So Moses went out and told the people the words of the LORD; and he
gathered seventy elders of the people, and placed them all around the tent. 25Then
the LORD came down in the cloud and spoke to him, and took some of the spirit
that was on him and put it on the seventy elders; and when the spirit rested upon
them, they prophesied. But they did not do so again.
26
Two men remained in the camp, one named Eldad, and the other named
Medad, and the spirit rested on them; they were among those registered, but they
had not gone out to the tent, and so they prophesied in the camp. 27And a young
man ran and told Moses, “Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp.” 28And
Joshua son of Nun, the assistant of Moses, one of his chosen men, said, “My lord
Moses, stop them!” 29But Moses said to him, “Are you jealous for my sake? Would
that all the LORD‘s people were prophets, and that the LORD would put his spirit on
them!”

L: The word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

Please join me in responsively reading Psalm 19:
7

The teaching of the LORD is perfect and revives the soul; the testimony of
the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to the simple.
8
The statutes of the LORD are just and rejoice the heart; the commandment
of the LORD is clear and gives light to the eyes.
9

The fear of the LORD is clean and endures forever; the judgments of
the LORD are true and righteous altogether.
10
More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold,
sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb.
11

By them also is your servant enlightened, and in keeping them there is great
reward.
12
Who can detect one’s own offenses? Cleanse me from my secret faults.
13

Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get
dominion over me; then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a |great
offense.
14
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be
acceptable in your sight, O LORD, my strength and my redeemer.
SECOND LESSON:

James 5: 13-20

13

Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They should
sing songs of praise. 14Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of
the church and have them pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name of
the Lord. 15The prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise them up;
and anyone who has committed sins will be forgiven. 16Therefore confess your sins
to one another, and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of
the righteous is powerful and effective. 17Elijah was a human being like us, and he
prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for three years and six months it did not
rain on the earth. 18Then he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain and the earth
yielded its harvest.
19
My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and is
brought back by another, 20you should know that whoever brings back a sinner
from wandering will save the sinner’s soul from death and will cover a multitude
of sins.
L: The word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

*GOSPEL
P: The Holy Gospel according to Mark the 9st chapter.

John said to [Jesus,] “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your
name, and we tried to stop him, because he was not following us.” 39But Jesus said,
“Do not stop him; for no one who does a deed of power in my name will be able
soon afterward to speak evil of me. 40Whoever is not against us is for us. 41For
truly I tell you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you bear the
name of Christ will by no means lose the reward.
42
“If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who
believe in me, it would be better for you if a great millstone were hung around your
neck and you were thrown into the sea. 43If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it
off; it is better for you to enter life maimed than to have two hands and to go to
hell, to the unquenchable fire. 45And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off;
it is better for you to enter life lame than to have two feet and to be thrown into
hell. 47And if your eye causes you to stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to enter
the kingdom of God with one eye than to have two eyes and to be thrown into
hell, 48where their worm never dies, and the fire is never quenched.
49
“For everyone will be salted with fire. 50Salt is good; but if salt has lost its
saltiness, how can you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one
another.”
38

P: The Gospel of the Lord.

MESSAGE

Mark 9: 38-50

Let me begin this morning with a story I read on line this week. A man stopped by
a barber shop for a shave where the barber and his wife were stanch Lutherans.
When the man asked for a shave the barber told him, "My wife Grace will shave
you. "The man had to admit it was the finest, closest shave he had ever had. "How
much", he asked. "Fifty dollars" was the reply. The man thought that was a bit
steep but paid anyway. A month later he realized that his beard was no longer
growing. His face was just as it was when he was shaved. He went to the barber
and told him what was happening. "Oh", said the barber, "That is the way it is
supposed to be. You have been shaved by Grace, once shaved, always shaved."
This was one of those weeks when I read the sermon text, I said to myself, “Oh
Man,” what am I going to do with this text? Although somewhat connected to
each other by thoughts or words, today’s Gospel lesson contains eight different
sayings all of which have about 50 ways to preach each one of them. All I can say
is, “Thank you God for your Grace, and thank you Holy Spirit for your “showing”
me the way that I should go!
Recently we learned that true greatness in God’s kingdom is not found in our
human position here on earth, but through sincere, humble and loving service to
those around us in Jesus name. That is, as disciples of Christ we need to see
ourselves as humble servants of Christ as we work within His kingdom.
If you remember, the disciples did not quite get it, as they were focused on who
was greatest here in the everyday world. Today, we find them again struggling
with another concept of discipleship, the concept of place within the kingdom of
God. “Teacher”, says John, “we saw a man driving out demons in your name and
we told him to stop, because he was not following us.” He’s not one of us so he
should not be casting out demons, right? In short, they were asking Jesus to
issue a “restraining order” against the man. It appears that the disciples are now
seeking exclusivity in doing Jesus’ work. They seem to see themselves as the only
ones who are authorized to do such things. A sign that they still saw themselves
as great or greater, and had not fully understood what Jesus had told them about
being great in God’s kingdom. To be great means to be humble, something the

disciples certainly were not at this point in time. Humble servitude certainly was
not at the top of their minds.
Jesus replied to them, “Do not stop him, for no one does a miracle in my name
can in the next moment say anything bad about me, for whoever is not against us,
is for us! That is, those who are for Jesus are all equal in His site. There is no one
spot or person in God’s kingdom that is better than the other.
Again, and again, Jesus is clear that He wants all people welcomed and enfolded
into the Christian family. He has harsh words for those who would seek to create
limits or barriers, separating those he calls in Mark 9:24, “these little ones who
believe in me.”
About this point you may be asking yourself, I hear you but I have not stopped
anyone from casting out demons in Jesus name. Yet, Jesus sends each one of us a
loud and clear message that we are called to be tolerant and reserve our
judgment. I like to think that I have become much more tolerant and slower to
judge as I have aged. Although this may be true, at times I find myself being
opinionated and have to remind myself to think about the situation from all
angles. To be fair and try to see where the others involved are coming from. To
reserve my judgment, and accept others as they are.
This is true when looking at other churches and religious backgrounds. Even if
they do not interpret the Bible the way we do as Lutherans, we should be tolerant
and not judge them if they are for Jesus. However, this is not to say that we need
to drop our guard when determining if someone is a false prophet.
Jesus stresses the holy obligation of protecting the vulnerable by once again using
the example of a child, reminding us that there is nothing more terrible than the
abuse or neglect of a child. Finally, Jesus concludes His teaching with insisting that
participation in the Kingdom of God is worth any sacrifice or discipline we might
get, and at the end of the day, what really matters is that we understand that only
in obedience to God’s will can we truly experience God’s grace and “be
considered for Him and not against Him.” For if we are not “for God” we will be
salted with fire.
As we leave here today, let us remember that we are saved by the great grace of
God. We have done nothing to deserve it. It is God’s to give to whoever He wants
whether we feel they are worthy or not. So, who is on God’s side? Hopefully we
are all on God’s side. Let each one of us embrace all those who are truly working

in Christ’s name! For as Jesus tells us in verse 50, “Salt is good; but if salt has lost
its saltiness, how can you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with
one another.
AMEN
HYMN

# 486

APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I
believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power
of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the
third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and
all in need.
A brief silence.
We pray for the church and its ministry. Bless the newly baptized and encourage
them in their journey of faith. Sustain all members of the body of Christ in lives of
prayer, service, and worship. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We pray for natural wonders of your creation. Restore damaged forests, waterways
and natural habitats and lead us to be good stewards of what you have provided.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We pray for those in authority. Give them wise minds and compassionate hearts.
Strengthen in them a desire to protect the vulnerable and care for those
underserved. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We pray for those who are struggling with cancer, dementia, or any other disease.
Provide them with peace and resilience for the days ahead. Sustain caregivers with
energy and patience. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We pray for the worship leaders of this congregation: musicians, readers, acolytes,
and ushers. Bless us through their ministry and grant them the passion to continue
in their service. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

We give thanks for all your saints, those we have loved and known and those from
every time and place. Continue to guide us by their example and reassure us of
your promised salvation. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

*THE LORD'S PRAYER
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen
*BENEDICTION
P: People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world.
The holy Trinity, ☩ one God, bless you now and forever.

*SENDING HYMN:

# 503

*DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you.

C: Thanks be to God.

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2007 Augsburg Fortress. All rights
reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual
License #24118.

Autumn Word Search
Instructions: Try to find all of the hidden Autumn/Fall words in the word search puzzle
below.
(Words can be spelled forwards, backwards, diagonally, up, or down.)
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Word List
BONFIRE

CIDER

ORCHARD

BRISK

CORN

PUMPKIN

BROWN

GEESE

SQUIRREL

CHANGE

HAY

WHEAT

CHILLY

NUT

YELLOW

R
D
E
B
I
B
U
P
W
Z
N
K
N
B
S
O
H
T

T
Y
M
S
B
A
M
H
R
K
O
B
B
G
I
O
T
U

C
W
C
M
R
Y
B
J
Y
L
K
V
X
Q
N
U
O
W

A
Y
F
N
S
A
X
I
Q
Y
O
S
V
U
Y
I
B
A

C
U
B
Z
H
M
M
F
W
U
T
R
I
M
T
S
J
R

C
J
B
O
N
B
P
U
M
P
K
I
N
R
S
R
G
W

E
C
W
Y
F
P
T
V
U
T
F
C
S
V
B
G
D
J

Christ Lutheran Church
PO Box 448
New Bloomfield, PA
17068

