October 2021

A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
Dear friends,
October is one of my favorite months with the leaves on the trees turning bright
colors. The glory of God’s creation is spectacular this time of year up here on the
ridge. I hope you are enjoying the fall as much as I am.
You may have noticed that there has beeb an article in each of the last couple of
newsletters on something to do with the environment. With climate change, the
fires out west, the floods, and on and on, at times I feel helpless, Yet, there are
many small things that each of us can do, like not accepting plastic straws when
we get a drink and drinking it directly out of the cup, that can have an impact. I
hope as a congregation we can work together to help make an impact on our
planets environmental woes. In fact, Psalm 8:3-4; 6-8 tells us that we are, as
God’s disciples, charged with the care of the environment. Just listen to these
words. “When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and
the stars, which you have set in place, what is mankind that you are mindful of
them, human beings that you care for them? You made them rulers over the
works of your hands; you put everything under their feet: all flocks and herds,
and the animals of the wild, the birds in the sky, and the fish in the sea, all that
swim the paths of the seas.”

As we enjoyed the beauty of fall, let us praise God all creation and vow to care for
it in any way we can.
Blessings to each of you,
Pastor Linda

We are all part of the puzzle of Social Ministry in this
community.

On Sunday, September 5th, we blessed the hats that go
the Navajo Lutheran Mission in Rock Point, Arizona.
WE collected 114 hats, 38 pair of gloves and 13 hat and
glove sets that were sent to the mission later that
week. Thank you for your generous contributions to
this mission!

GOD’S WORK OUR HANDS DAY – SEPTEMBER 12th, 2021
On Sunday afternoon 42 people from the Perry Conference met at Good Shepard
Lutheran Church in Liverpool and completed 624 care kits for Lutheran World
Relief. many thanks to all who contributed in any way to this project.

LECTORS NEEDED
Gay is in the process of composing a new LECTOR
list. If you are interesting in reading the lessons in
church, please her know.

Health Care Facilities:
Nulton, Joann Reed.

Dot Berrier, Ruth Dunkelberger, Marhtea Keck, Glenn

At home: Joan Carroll, Marilyn Eckert, Martha and Dick Hoffner, and Pat
Swenson.
Friends & Neighbors: Jean & Bob Anstine, Rev. Bob Blezard, Louise Clouser, Lovell
Kahley, Ted Russ, and Ruth Shepherd.
Everyone affected by the COVID-19 virus in any way.
Please contact the office (717-582-4356) with additions, corrections or deletions.

HELP SAVE THE ENVIRONMENT BY NOT USING PLASTIC DRINKING STRAWS!
Plastic straws are one of the top 10 items found every year during Ocean
Conservancy’s International Coastal Cleanup. Plastic is not biodegradable
— instead, the material eventually breaks down into tiny particles known
as microplastics that are 5 millimeters or smaller in length, making them difficult
to clean or filter from the ocean. Plastic is polluting oceans all over the planet,
interfering with underwater ecosystems, killing sea animals, and more.

The impact on sea life has been immense, said John Calvelli, the leader of Give a
Sip campaign. Research has found that 70 percent of seabirds and 30 percent of
sea turtles have some amount of plastic in their systems, Calvelli said.
”Straws are something anyone can give up easily without having it affect their
lifestyle,” said Diana Lofflin, founder of StrawFree.org, a San Diego-based
nonprofit. “It’s a small step anyone can take to make a global impact.” Please join
me, as your Pastor, in not using plastic straws! Let’s make a difference in our
world and preserve it for future generations!

BLESSING OF THE PETS ON ST. FRANCIS DAY
On Sunday, October 3rd we will celebrate the Feast of St. Francis by the blessing of
the animals. We will have a very cute pet that morning who will be standing in for
all those who will be blessed virtually.
St. Francis lived during the 12th and 13th centuries in Italy. He is remembered for
his generosity to the poor and his willingness to minister to the lepers. However,
what many people remember him for is his great love of animals and nature.
Each year, the town of Assisi in Italy during the feast days of St. Francis, is
illuminated by oil lamps burning consecrated oil brought from a different Italian
town each year. Solemn religious services also take place in the Basilica of St.
Francis and in the Basilica of Santa Maria degli Angeli.

JOIN US ON FACEBOOK LIVE FOR WEEKLY “BIBLE BITES!”
Short Bible Studies will be offered on “Face Book Live” every Wednesday morning
at 9:30 a.m. If you can’t join us at 9:30, remember that it is recorded on Christ
Lutheran’s Facebook page and you can watch it anytime!

OCTOBER CALENDAR
Oct. 3

Blessing of the Animals at Sunday Service

Oct. 6

“Bible Bites” on Facebook Live, 9 a.m.

Oct. 7

Hagar Bible Study, 1 to 2:15

Oct. 7

“Grief Share,” 3 to 5 p.m., Sunday School Room

Oct. 10

Sunday Service

Oct. 12

Council Meeting, 7 p.m.

Oct. 13

“Bible Bites” on Facebook Live, 9 a.m.

Oct. 14

Hagar Bible Study, 1 to 2:15

Oct. 14

“Grief Share,” 3 to 5 p.m., Sunday School Room

Oct. 17

Sunday Service

Oct. 20

“Bible Bites” on Facebook Live, 9 a.m.

Oct. 21

Hagar Bible Study, 1 to 2:15

Oct. 21

“Grief Share,” 3 to 5 p.m., Sunday School Room

Oct. 24

Sunday Service

Oct. 25

“Bible Bites” on Facebook Live, 9 a.m.

Oct. 28

Hagar Bible Study, 1 to 2:15

Oct. 28

“Grief Share,” 3 to 5 p.m., Sunday School Room

Oct. 31

Sunday Service

FALL BIBLE STUDY ON “HAGAR THE EGYPTIAN”
The Bible study will meet from 1 to 2:15 p.m. on Thursdays in the Sunday school
room on October 7th, 14th.
The name Hagar means, “stranger” in Hebrew. This Bible study will take you through
Hagar’s story as she learns from hurt and heartache. In the end she was betrayed,
abandoned, and scorned. Come and find out what Hagar’s story can teach us about trust in
God, believing He sees us and He knows.

A PRAYER FOR HALLOWEEN!
Holy God, at Halloween we remember that you are the ruler of all things—even
those that make us fearful. You delight in our laughter and play. Bless us today as
we dress up and trick or treat. Let the joy of today be a sign that your love reigns
over all things in heaven and earth. Amen.

OCTOBER WORSHIP
October 3, 2021

Pentecost 19

Today’s gospel combines a saying that makes many of us uncomfortable with a story we
find comforting. Jesus’ saying on divorce is another of his rejections of human legislation in
favor of the original intent of God’s law. Jesus’ rebuke of the disciples who are fending off
the children should challenge us as well. What does it mean to receive the kingdom of God
as a child does?

ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS
PRELUDE
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose teaching is life, whose presence
is sure, and whose love is endless.
C: Amen.
P: Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P: God our comforter:
C: like lost sheep, we have gone astray. We gaze upon abundance and see
scarcity. We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. We exploit
the earth with our apathy and greed. Free us from our sin, gracious God.
Listen when we call out to you for help. Lead us by your love to love our
neighbors as ourselves. Amen.

P: All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. By the gift of grace
in ☩ Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous. Receive with glad hearts the
forgiveness of all your sins.
C: Amen.
*ENTRANCE HYMN

# 748 WOV

REFRAIN:
Bind us together, lord, bind us together with cords that cannot be
broken. Bind us together, Lord, bind us together, Lord: bind us together in love.
1. There is only one god. There is only one King. There is only one body; that is
why we can sing. Refrain.
2. You are the family of God. You are the promise divine. You are god’s chosen
desire, your are the glorious new wine.

*GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
*KYRIE
A: In Peace, let us pray to the Lord!

A: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

A: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

A: for this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us
pray to the Lord.

A: Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord.

* HYMN OF PRAISE
A: This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.

*SALUTATION

P: The Lord be with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
All: Sovereign God, you have created us to live in loving community with one
another. Form us for life that is faithful and steadfast, and teach us to trust
like little children, that we may reflect the image of your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

FIRST LESSON:

Genesis 2: 18-24

The LORD God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him
a helper as his partner.” 19So out of the ground the LORD God formed every animal
of the field and every bird of the air, and brought them to the man to see what he
would call them; and whatever the man called every living creature, that was its
name. 20The man gave names to all cattle, and to the birds of the air, and to every
animal of the field; but for the man there was not found a helper as his partner. 21So
the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then he took
one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. 22And the rib that the LORD God
had taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the man. 23Then
the man said, “This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; this one shall
be called Woman, for out of Man this one was taken.” 24Therefore a man leaves his
father and his mother and clings to his wife, and they become one flesh.
18

L: The word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

Please join me in reading Psalm 8 responsively:
1

O LORD our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!—
2
you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the mouths of infants
and children; you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence the
foe and avenger.
3

When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars
you have set in their courses,
4
what are mere mortals that you should be mindful of them, human beings
that you should care for them?
5
Yet you have made them little less than divine; with glory and honor you crown
them.
6
You have made them rule over the works of your hands; you have put all
things under their feet:
7

all flocks and cattle, even the wild beasts of the field,
8
the birds of the air, the fish of the sea, and whatever passes along the
paths of the sea.
9

O LORD our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!

SECOND LESSON:
1

Hebrews 1: 1-4, 2: 5-12

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the
prophets, 2but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed
heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds. 3He is the reflection of
God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being, and he sustains all things
by his powerful word. When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the
right hand of the Majesty on high, 4having become as much superior to angels as
the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.
2:5
Now God did not subject the coming world, about which we are speaking, to
angels. 6But someone has testified somewhere, “What are human beings that you
are mindful of them, or mortals, that you care for them? 7You have made them for
a little while lower than the angels; you have crowned them with glory and honor,
8
subjecting all things under their feet.” Now in subjecting all things to them, God
left nothing outside their control. As it is, we do not yet see everything in

subjection to them,9but we do see Jesus, who for a little while was made lower than
the angels, now crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of death, so
that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone.
10
It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in
bringing many children to glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect
through sufferings. 11For the one who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all
have one Father. For this reason Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and
sisters, 12saying,
“I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters, in the midst of the
congregation I will praise you.”
L: The word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

*GOSPEL
P: The Holy Gospel according to Mark 10th chapter.

Some Pharisees came, and to test [Jesus] they asked, “Is it lawful for a man to
divorce his wife?” 3He answered them, “What did Moses command you?” 4They
said, “Moses allowed a man to write a certificate of dismissal and to divorce
her.” 5But Jesus said to them, “Because of your hardness of heart he wrote this
commandment for you. 6But from the beginning of creation, ‘God made them male
and female.’ 7‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined
to his wife, 8and the two shall become one flesh.’ So they are no longer two, but
one flesh. 9Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.”
10
Then in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter. 11He said to
2

them, “Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against
her; 12and if she divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery.”
13

People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them;
and the disciples spoke sternly to them. 14But when Jesus saw this, he was
indignant and said to them, “Let the little children come to me; do not stop them;
for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. 15Truly I tell you,
whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never enter
it.” 16And he took them up in his arms, laid his hands on them, and blessed them.
P: The Gospel of the Lord.

MESSAGE

Mark 10: 3-16

I don’t know about you, but when I look back, childhood seems long, long ago!
Yet, there are things that I did as a child that I still enjoy doing today. I bet some
of you do too. Did any of you receive a coloring book each Christmas from Santa?
I did as a child, and no matter what other marvelous things Santa left for me,
with-in in a few minutes, you would find me coloring in that book. Today, I still
like to color for relaxation, and I was delighted when the Adult coloring books
became a big thing. I was also what I call a “book hound.” I loved to read then as
much as I do today. If truth be known, there are things from each of our
childhoods that are still good for us today, and as we will see there are certain
aspects of being a child that we never want to lose.
Have you ever noticed how often Jesus uses the example of a child? In our Gospel
lesson a few weeks ago when Jesus is teaching the disciples, He takes a little child
into His arms, and said to them, “Whoever receives one of these little children in
My name receives Me; and whoever receives Me, receives not Me but Him who
sent Me.” Then just last week Jesus states in very strong and clear language, in
Mark 9:42, “If anyone causes one of these little ones—those who believe in
me—to stumble, it would be better for them if a large millstone were hung
around their neck and they were thrown into the sea.”

Then today, in our Scripture lesson, as people where bringing their children to
Jesus for Him to place His hands on them in blessing, the disciples rebuked the
parents, barring their way to Jesus. Obviously, once again, the disciples have not
quite heard or learned the lesson that Jesus was trying to teach them. Last week,
we found the disciples telling a man who was casting out demons to stop because
he was not one of them. They saw themselves as exclusive and greater than
others. Again, Jesus has to firmly correct them, letting them know that those who
are not against Christ, are for Him, and that all have an equal position in God’s
kingdom. Yet, here they are again, keeping others from coming to Jesus. Again,
Jesus patiently tries to teach them the right way, and says to them, “Let the little
children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs
to such as these. 15 Truly I tell you, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of
God like a little child will never enter it.” 16
Jesus then took the children in his arms, placed his hands on them, and blessed
them. Once again, Jesus is insisting on a change in how people think about their
position in God’s Kingdom. Jesus wants us all to know that these little children
are just as important as anyone else.
In the Greco-Roman culture of Jesus’ time, children were held in very low esteem,
often the work animals were more valued, so, Jesus words and actions have a
forceful meaning. In fact, the Greek word used here for “child” is the same word
used “for suffering servant.” Thus, symbolically, “child” applies to anyone who
has need of help.
So, let us again hear Jesus statement substituting the word “suffering servant” for
children. Let the suffering servants come to me, and do not hinder them, for the
kingdom of God belongs to such as these. Truly I tell you, anyone who will not
receive the kingdom of God like a suffering servant will never enter it. Making it
clear that anyone who comes in Jesus name, will be welcomed with open arms
into God’s kingdom.
What Jesus wants is for us to come to Him with child-like qualities. Children are
in general trustful, looking to the adults in their life for guidance, and Jesus wants
us as adults to trust in God completely instead of relying on ourselves. This does
not mean we don’t need to earn a living and care for ourselves and our families.
What is required is that we trust and look to God for guidance in all things. As we
get older, however, it often gets harder as we tend to struggle more with doubt
and put human hurdles in our own way. Often these slow down our spiritual

growth and hinder our intimate relationship with God. We need to keep
reminding ourselves that we should come to God with the same weaknesses,
vulnerabilities and dependence of a little child.
When you were a child, did you ever try to hide something that you did? I am
sure that at one time or another we all did. Yet, for the majority of us, it did not
work for very long, and we were ultimately found out or confessed what we had
done. Children in general are not good at hiding their flaws, feelings or actions.
To be like a child, then we need to be willing to come to God admitting our flaws
and sins, asking for forgiveness, trusting that He will forgive us.
Let me be clear, however, that Jesus is talking about coming to God as a trustful
child would, and NOT talking about being childish, for there is a great deal of
differences. Everyone here this morning is a good person, but if we admit it to
ourselves, occasionally we have feelings of childishness. Childishness is when we
as adults throw temper tantrums, whether they be out loud or in our hearts, pout
when we don’t get our own way, and are irresponsible or act like the world
revolves around them. Childishness is also when people make petty demands of
others, and complain about things in a selfish manner.
As we leave here this morning, let us resolve to let go and stop relying solely on
ourselves and our own judgement. The path to trusting God with childlike
innocence begins when we start to let down our guard and allow God to provide
for us just like parents provide for their children. This requires going to God in
prayer each day for daily guidance and listening for the quiet words of the Holy
Spirit. For we all are beloved children of God. We are so loved that God sent His
only Son to die on the cross for us so that we might have eternal life. There is no
greater love from a Father than that!
Amen

HYMN

# 370 LBW

APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I
believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power
of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the
third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and
all in need.
A brief silence.
Holy One, you have raised up faithful leaders throughout history. Empower those
discerning a call to ministry and all seminarians (specific individuals known to the

congregation may be named), that they continue to be formed for the sake of the
gospel. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You have established a diverse and beautiful creation. Revive declining species
and preserve endangered lands. Cultivate in us a sense of wonder for the world you
created. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You desire for us not to be alone and to live in community with one another.
Strengthen relationships between nations and peoples, that we celebrate and
support one human family. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You share in our experiences and struggles. Bless all who live with any mental or
physical disability. Inspire creative communities, spaces, and environments that are
accessible and hospitable. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You have established and nurtured relationships that extend beyond those gathered
here today. Bless members who can no longer travel to worship with us
(especially) and remind us of their continued role in this community of faith. Lord,
in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
You promise eternal life to all your children. Thank you for the people of faith who
have gone before us. Strengthen our trust we have in you. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P: The Lord be with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

P: Let us give thanks and praise to the Lord our God.

PREFACE
It is indeed right and salutary….we praise your name
and join their unending hymn:
SANCTUS

THANKSGIVING
P: Holy God, our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food, you created a world in
which all might be satisfied by your abundance. You dined with Abraham and
Sarah, promising them life, and fed your people Israel with manna from heaven.
You sent your Son to eat with sinners and to become food for the world. In the
night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of
me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his life given for us and his rising from the grave, we
await his coming again to share with us the everlasting feast. By your Spirit nurture
and sustain us with this meal: strengthen us to serve all in hunger and want, and by
this bread and cup make of us the body of your Son. Through him all glory and
honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both
now and forever. Amen
THE LORD'S PRAYER
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
All who hunger and thirst, come.

The table is ready.

COMMUNION
THE COMMUNION BLESSING:
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.
C: Amen.
POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
ALL: Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of
our faith into a feast of salvation. Send us forth into the world with shouts of
joy, bearing witness to the abundance of your love in Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.
BENEDICTION
P: People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new
life to a suffering world. The holy Trinity, ☩ one God, bless you now and forever.

*SENDING HYMN:

# 780 WOV

*DISMISSAL:
P: Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you.

October 10, 2021

C: Thanks be to God.

Pentecost 20

The rich man who comes to ask Jesus what he should do to inherit eternal life is a good
man, sincere in his asking. Mark’s gospel is alone in saying that Jesus looked on him and
loved him. Out of love, not as judgment, Jesus offers him an open door to life: sell all you
own and give it to the poor. Our culture bombards us with the message that we will find life
by consuming. Our assemblies counter this message with the invitation to find life by
divesting for the sake of the other.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose teaching is life, whose presence
is sure, and whose love is endless.
C: Amen.
P: Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P: God our comforter:
C: like lost sheep, we have gone astray. We gaze upon abundance and see
scarcity. We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. We exploit
the earth with our apathy and greed. Free us from our sin, gracious God.

Listen when we call out to you for help. Lead us by your love to love our
neighbors as ourselves. Amen.
P: All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. By the gift of grace
in ☩ Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous. Receive with glad hearts the
forgiveness of all your sins.
C: Amen.
ENTRANCE HYMN

# 554 LBW

GREETING
P: The boundless grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the wisdom of God,
and the light of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
KYRIE
A: In Peace, let us pray to the Lord!

A: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

A: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

A: for this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us
pray to the Lord.

A: Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord.

HYMN OF PRAISE
A: This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.

SALUTATION
P: The Lord be with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
All: Almighty and ever-living God, increase in us your gift of faith, that,
forsaking what lies behind and reaching out to what lies ahead, we may follow
the way of your commandments and receive the crown of everlasting joy,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

FIRST LESSON

Amos 5: 6-7, 10-15

6

Seek the LORD and live, or he will break out against the house of Joseph like
fire, and it will devour Bethel, with no one to quench it. 7Ah, you that turn justice
to wormwood, and bring righteousness to the ground!
10
They hate the one who reproves in the gate, and they abhor the one who speaks
the truth. 11Therefore because you trample on the poor and take from them levies
of grain, you have built houses of hewn stone, but you shall not live in them;
you have planted pleasant vineyards, but you shall not drink their wine.
12
For I know how many are your transgressions, and how great are your sins—
you who afflict the righteous, who take a bribe, and push aside the needy in the
gate. 13Therefore the prudent will keep silent in such a time; for it is an evil time.
14
Seek good and not evil, that you may live; and so the LORD, the God of hosts,
will be with you, just as you have said. 15Hate evil and love good, and establish
justice in the gate; it may be that the LORD, the God of hosts, will be gracious to
the remnant of Joseph.
L: The word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

Please join me in responsively reading Psalm 90:
12

So teach us to number our days that we may apply our | hearts to wisdom.
13
Return, O LORD; how long will you tarry? Be gracious to your servants.

14

Satisfy us by your steadfast love in the morning; so shall we rejoice and be
glad |all our days.
15
Make us glad as many days as you afflicted us and as many years as we
suffered adversity.
16

Show your servants your works, and your splendor to their children.
17
May the graciousness of the Lord our God be upon us; prosper the work
of our hands; prosper our handiwork.
SECOND LESSON

Hebrews 4: 12-16

12

Indeed, the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword,
piercing until it divides soul from spirit, joints from marrow; it is able to judge the
thoughts and intentions of the heart. 13And before him no creature is hidden, but all
are naked and laid bare to the eyes of the one to whom we must render an account.
14
Since, then, we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens,
Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast to our confession. 15For we do not have a
high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who
in every respect has been tested as we are, yet without sin. 16Let us therefore
approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find
grace to help in time of need.
L: The word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL
P: The Holy Gospel according to Mark the 10th chapter.

17

As [Jesus] was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him, and
asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 18Jesus said to
him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good but God alone. 19You know the
commandments: ‘You shall not murder; You shall not commit adultery; You shall
not steal; You shall not bear false witness; You shall not defraud; Honor your
father and mother.’ ” 20He said to him, “Teacher, I have kept all these since my
youth.” 21Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said, “You lack one thing; go, sell
what you own, and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in
heaven; then come, follow me.” 22When he heard this, he was shocked and went
away grieving, for he had many possessions.
23
Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it will be for
those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” 24And the disciples were
perplexed at these words. But Jesus said to them again, “Children, how hard it is to
enter the kingdom of God! 25It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a
needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” 26They were
greatly astounded and said to one another, “Then who can be saved?” 27Jesus
looked at them and said, “For mortals it is impossible, but not for God; for God all
things are possible.”
28
Peter began to say to him, “Look, we have left everything and followed
you.” 29Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, there is no one who has left house or brothers
or sisters or mother or father or children or fields, for my sake and for the sake of
the good news, 30who will not receive a hundredfold now in this age—houses,
brothers and sisters, mothers and children, and fields, with persecutions—and in
the age to come eternal life. 31But many who are first will be last, and the last will
be first.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord.

MESSAGE

Mark 10: 17-31

I have a question for each of you this morning. How would you feel if all of a
sudden all of your personal possessions disappeared into thin air? I don’t know
about you, but I know I would feel lost. There are certain things that we own
that evoke special emotions in us, like my children’s first pair of baby shoes.
There are possessions that I use daily to make my life simpler, things that I might
not even think about until they were no longer there. Then there are the things
that I feel passionate about, like books. You can never have too many books in

your library, or too many hunting rifles, or too many pieces of jewelry, or to many
power tools in your tool shed, or whatever material things that is important to
you.
So, we can imagine what the rich man might have been feeling when Jesus told
him that he needed to sell all of his things, and give all of his wealth to the poor.
He was not a bad man, after all, he had kept God’s commandments for years, and
having resources is not necessarily a bad thing. He, like many of us, had hopes
and dreams of gaining eternal life by keeping the commandments, and by living a
good life. Yet, evidently, he felt something was missing, because he came to Jesus
and asked Him what else He could do to have life forever.
We can imagine the rich man’s dismay at Jesus’ answer, and we are told that he
went away sad and sorrowful. Christian tradition assumes that the rich man was
sad and sorrowful because he was unwilling to sell all that he owned. However,
another possibility exists. What if the rich man went away sorrowfully because he
had decided to sell all that he had? What if he was sad because he was
emotionally letting go of all he had? For all of us, there is sorrow and grieving
when we have to let go of certain things. For example, as we age or because of
illness or injury, we can no longer do certain things in life that we used to do, and
we have to let go of them. I can tell you for sure, that I can no longer go hiking on
the Appalachian Trail unless one of you offers to carry me on your back. I doubt
that this is going to happen! For a long time, it made me sad that my knees would
no longer carry me everywhere that I wanted to go regardless of the terrain, and I
went through a period of grieving until I finally was able to accept the fact.
Perhaps, however, you are worried that to enter the kingdom of God you too
need to sell all your possessions and give the money to the poor. So, you will be
glad to hear that the passage is really not about money. In fact, Jesus was not
laying down poverty as either a requirement or an ideal for everyone. We are
told that Jesus looked at the man with love, the individual love that Jesus has for
each one of us. What Jesus saw was a person with an individual need, and then
he prescribed an action that would free the rich man from the thing that was
holding him back from totally loving God. In short, what Jesus saw in the rich
young man was that one thing that was holding him back from taking the step
that would let him put God first in his heart. Just like when we are seriously ill,
and the doctor prescribes a drastic remedy to help make us well, Jesus was giving
a specific remedy to get at the rich man’s deep-seated and acute problem. Jesus

was, in fact, freeing him from the control of his wealth. For material things can
have the effect of making us a slave to acquiring them.
I bet we all know people that pride themselves on their possessions. They expect
their possessions and affluence to provide them with security. Prestige destroys
their perspective and creates the illusion of being a very important person. After
all, the surely have more prestige if they wear designer sneakers that cost a pretty
penny, than someone who wears sneakers purchased at the Wal-Mart.
The hazard of wealth, however, lies in the fact that the means have a sneaky way
of ultimately becoming the ends. In short, it encourages people to rely on
themselves, instead of putting their trust in God, and relying on God. Much of our
desire to have more and more comes from the constant bombardment of
advertising that we each face every day. The advertisers want to convince us that
their product will bring us not only prestige, but joy and a sense of well-being. It
also makes it hard for us to part with any of those products graciously. In short,
abundance can, if we let it, keep us from having an abundant life in Christ.
The way to life in the Kingdom of God is about transformation and character
change. Transformation begins with identifying ourselves with Jesus. Character
change is a slow process. Yet, Jesus holds out hope to each of us. He is there to
encourage us to take our first step to free ourselves from whatever is holding us
back from making God the center of our life. For Jesus tells us, “All things are
possible with God.” Jesus us telling us that discipleship calls us to let go of
material security and the state it confers, and put all of our trust in God. At the
same time, Jesus also acknowledges how difficult it is for humans to attain this
level of detachment from worldly goods and values.
As we leave here this morning, let us admit to ourselves that there is a little bit of
the rich young man in each of us. Let us not forget that wealth, material things,
and our human achievements are futile in the end. Apart from the grace of God,
none of us can enter the kingdom of God, and Jesus confronts each of us too with
our weaknesses, the things that keep us from being free and fully invested in the
life of God’s kingdom. Let us each take that first step to free ourselves, with Jesus
help; for all things are possible with God.
Amen

HYMN

# 781 WOV

APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I
believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power
of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius

Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the
third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and
all in need.
A brief silence.
Uniting God, you call forth different gifts in those who follow you. Encourage us
to welcome the diverse benefits and blessings of the whole church in teaching,
preaching, prophecy, healing, and more. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Nurturing God, you bring forth crops from the soil and bounty from the trees.
Increase the produce of the land and bless all who toil in fields and orchards.
Provide for good working conditions and keep them safe. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Empowering God, you offer compassion for those who are overlooked or
forgotten. Open the hearts of local, national, and world leaders to show such
compassion and love for their neighbors. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Sheltering God, in Jesus you travelled among us without a place to lay your head.
Provide safe places to sleep and rest for those who have no place to live. Sustain
ministries that offer food, clothing, and peace of mind (local ministries may be
named). Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Renewing God, you bring life out of death. Help us part with those things that are
no longer beneficial to us and open our hearts to see where new life is budding in
this congregation. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
Eternal God, we thank you for the lives of those who have died (especially). Make
us confident in your promise of salvation and support us in our own journey of
faith. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
THE LORD'S PRAYER
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen
BENEDICTION
P: People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world.
The holy Trinity, ☩ one God, bless you now and forever.

SENDING HYMN

# 221 LBW

1. Sent forth by God’s blessing, our true faith confessing, the people of God from
his dwelling take leave. The supper is ended, oh, now be extended the fruits of this
service in all who believe. The seed of his teaching, receptive souls reaching, shall
blossom in action for God and for all. His grace did invite us, his love shall unite
us to work for God’s kingdom and answer his call.
2. With praise and thanksgiving to God ever living the tasks of our everyday life
we will face. Our faith ever sharing, in love ever caring, embracing his children of
each tribe and race. With your feet you feed us, with your light now lead us; unite
us as one in this life that we share. Then may all the living with praise and
thanksgiving give honor to Christ and his name that we bear.

DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you.

C: Thanks be to God.

October 17, 2021

Pentecost 21

Today’s gospel starts with disciples obsessing over who will be closest to Jesus, leading to
Jesus teaching his followers about God’s take on importance and power. Here Jesus makes
it explicit that the reversal of values in God’s community is a direct challenge to the values
of the dominant culture, where wielding power over others is what makes you great. When
we pray “your kingdom come” we are praying for an end to tyranny and oppression. We
pray this gathered around the cross, a sign of great shame transformed to be the sign of
great honor and service.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose teaching is life, whose presence
is sure, and whose love is endless.
C: Amen.
P: Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P: God our comforter:
C: like lost sheep, we have gone astray. We gaze upon abundance and see
scarcity. We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. We exploit
the earth with our apathy and greed. Free us from our sin, gracious God.
Listen when we call out to you for help. Lead us by your love to love our
neighbors as ourselves. Amen.
P: All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. By the gift of grace
in ☩ Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous. Receive with glad hearts the
forgiveness of all your sins.
C: Amen.
ENTRANCE HYMN

# 433 LBW

GREETING
P: The boundless grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the wisdom of God,
and the light of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
*KYRIE
A: In Peace, let us pray to the Lord!

A: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

A: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

A: for this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us
pray to the Lord.

A: Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord.

* HYMN OF PRAISE
A: This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.

*SALUTATION

P: The Lord be with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
All: Sovereign God, you turn your greatness into goodness for all the peoples
on earth. Shape us into willing servants of your kingdom, and make us desire
always and only your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

FIRST LESSON

Isaiah 53: 4-12

4

Surely he has borne our infirmities and carried our diseases; yet we accounted
him stricken, struck down by God, and afflicted. 5But he was wounded for our
transgressions, crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the punishment that made
us whole, and by his bruises we are healed. 6All we like sheep have gone astray;
we have all turned to our own way, and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us
all.
7
He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; like a
lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent,
so he did not open his mouth. 8By a perversion of justice he was taken away.
Who could have imagined his future? For he was cut off from the land of the
living, stricken for the transgression of my people. 9They made his grave with the
wicked and his tomb with the rich, although he had done no violence, and there
was no deceit in his mouth.
10
Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him with pain. When you make his life
an offering for sin, he shall see his offspring, and shall prolong his days; through
him the will of the LORD shall prosper. 11Out of his anguish he shall see light; he
shall find satisfaction through his knowledge. The righteous one, my servant, shall
make many righteous, and he shall bear their iniquities. 12Therefore I will allot him
a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; because he
poured out himself to death, and was numbered with the transgressors; yet he bore
the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.
L: The word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

Please join me in responsively reading Psalm 91:
9

Because you have made the LORD your refuge, and the Most High our habitation,
10
no evil will befall you, nor shall affliction come near your dwelling.

11

For God will give the angels charge over you, to guard you in all your ways.
12
Upon their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike your foot against a
stone.
13

You will tread upon the lion cub and viper; you will trample down the lion and
the serpent.
14
I will deliver those who cling to me; I will uphold them, because they know
my name.
15

They will call me, and I will answer them; I will be with them in trouble; I will
rescue and honor them.
16
With long life will I satisfy them, and show them my salvation.

SECOND LESSON

Hebrews 5: 1-10

1

Every high priest chosen from among mortals is put in charge of things pertaining
to God on their behalf, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. 2He is able to deal
gently with the ignorant and wayward, since he himself is subject to
weakness; 3and because of this he must offer sacrifice for his own sins as well as
for those of the people. 4And one does not presume to take this honor, but takes it
only when called by God, just as Aaron was.
5
So also Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was
appointed by the one who said to him, “You are my Son, today I have begotten
you”; 6as he says also in another place, “You are a priest forever, according to the
order of Melchizedek.”
7
In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud
cries and tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard
because of his reverent submission. 8Although he was a Son, he learned obedience
through what he suffered; 9and having been made perfect, he became the source of
eternal salvation for all who obey him, 10having been designated by God a high
priest according to the order of Melchizedek.
L: The word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL
P: The Holy Gospel according to Mark the 10st chapter.

35

James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to him and said to him,
“Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.” 36And he said to
them, “What is it you want me to do for you?” 37And they said to him, “Grant us to
sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your glory.” 38But Jesus said to
them, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I
drink, or be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?” 39They replied,
“We are able.” Then Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink you will drink; and
with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized; 40but to sit at my
right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been
prepared.”
41
When the ten heard this, they began to be angry with James and John. 42So
Jesus called them and said to them, “You know that among the Gentiles those
whom they recognize as their rulers lord it over them, and their great ones are
tyrants over them. 43But it is not so among you; but whoever wishes to become
great among you must be your servant, 44and whoever wishes to be first among you
must be slave of all. 45For the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and
to give his life a ransom for many.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord.

MESSAGE

Mark 10:35-45

I don’t know about you, but when I was a kid, we often fought to sit in a certain
spot. In the car we all wanted to sit in the front seat so we could see everything,
or be the “top dog” so to speak. When company came for dinner or to visit, we
would fight about who was going to sit beside them in what we determined was
the favored spot, and in our living room there were two chairs close to the tv and
the oil burner that heated the room in the winter. You guessed it; all five of us
wanted one of those two chairs.
So, I have to admit that when I read today’s Gospel lesson, I could understand
some of the motive behind James and John’s request. After all, who wouldn’t
want the honored position of sitting right next to Jesus? Yet, their request is
somewhat absurd in light of the fact that Jesus has informed them again for the
third time of what is to come in the near future for Him; betrayal, suffering, and
the cross. If the disciples are ever going to start practicing the teaching of Jesus in
their lives it ought to be now.
Once again, however, we see that the disciples do not see things clearly, they
continue to miss the point of discipleship, and they seem to have persistent
blindness. Moments before the most crucial events in their life they are a
bickering, petty, bad-tempered quarrelsome lot. We need to learn from this notso-flattering moment in the life of the disciples. For they are acting like sheepish
little children who know that they are asking for something their parents will not
give them.
Jesus flat-out tells them that they have no clue what they're talking about, and it
doesn't even faze them; they simply proclaim their faith and faithfulness all the
more boldly. It is clear that James and John are not ready for responsibility,
because at this time they crave a special place for themselves. They want to be
seen by those around them as being special and greater than others. They tried
to stop the parents from bringing their children to Jesus to be blessed, the told
the man who was casting out demons in Jesus name to stop because he is not one
of them, and the argued with each other about which one of them was the
greatest as they walked along the road with Jesus. Someday, they will serve Jesus

unselfishly, even to the point of giving their lives for him, but at this point they
need more training.
Yet the failure of the twelve to understand can be a cause of hope for us. For
each of us is sometimes blind to what discipleship requires. Jesus did not give up
on his original twelve, and he does not give up on us. He continues to set forth
the upside- down way of his kingdom, and invites us to walk where he has
walked. We can be sure that Jesus will never ask us to do something He would
not do himself.
Jesus then called them together and said, “Whoever wants to become great
among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be slave of
all. For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give
his life as a ransom for many.” A few nights later Jesus would prove this to the
twelve by washing their feet at the last supper, demonstrating what servant
leadership is all about.
We too are served by Jesus himself daily. Jesus served all of us by giving His life
on the cross so that we might all have eternal life, and He serves us every day by
interceding with God on our behalf. The Holy Spirit also serves us daily in trying
to help us understand God’s word and guide us in the way we should go. And yes,
we are also served by the very disciples who did not listen to Jesus at that time.
As apostles, they carried on Jesus’ mission, building the church, and ultimately
preaching the Gospel to us. It is through them that we have come to believe and
trust in Jesus.
As we leave here today, let us answer Jesus’ call to servant leadership by
evangelizing, telling others about our faith and inviting them to join us. By
contributing to other’s spiritual growth by supporting them and showing them
God’s love, and let us not forget to be kind to one another and through Jesus,
bring hope into their lives.
Amen

HYMN

# 494 LBW

APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day
he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Set free from sin and death and nourished by the word of truth, we join in prayer
for all of God’s creation.
A brief silence.
Holy One, for the gift of the church handed down through the ages and for all who
carry on the servant ministry of Jesus, we praise you. Send your Holy Spirit upon
all who are discerning calls to ministry in its many forms and equip them with your
gifts. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Creating One, for the lush and abundant habitat you provide for all your creatures,
we praise you. Provide healing for the earth so that waterfowl, reptiles, wild
horses, dolphins, and all living things flourish as you intend. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Suffering One, for all who work toward peace and who lead nations with a
servant’s heart, we praise you. Bring justice for all who suffer violence,
persecution, discrimination, hunger, poverty, and homelessness, and create places
of refuge for all people. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Merciful One, for all who do the work of healing in mind, body, and spirit, we
praise you. Surround and comfort all who struggle with depression, anxiety,
cancer, diabetes, dementia, or any illness (especially), that all may be healed. Hear
us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Sustaining One, for all who volunteer for the vitality of this congregation, we
praise you. Strengthen and encourage greeters, ushers, office volunteers, bakers,
counters, committee and group leaders, teachers, students, evangelists, singers,
builders, nurturers, and all who serve with generous hearts. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
Risen One, we thank you for those who have shaped your church and shared your
gospel. Through the witness of your saints (especially Ignatius, Bishop of Antioch),
continue to inspire us with hope until we all are gathered at your eternal feast. Hear
us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Confident that you hear us, O God, we boldly place our prayers into your hands;
through Jesus Christ, our truth and life.
Amen.

*THE LORD'S PRAYER
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

*BENEDICTION
P: People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world.
The holy Trinity, ☩ one God, bless you now and forever.

SENDIND HYMN

# 429 LBW

DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you.

October 24, 2021

C: Thanks be to God.

Pentecost 22

Can we pray the way Bartimaeus prays? People try to hush him up because by addressing
Jesus as “Son of David” he is making a politically dangerous claim that Jesus is the rightful
king. Could our prayers ever be heard as a threat to unjust powers that be? Bartimaeus
won’t give up or go away quietly, but repeats his call for help more loudly. Do we ask so
boldly? And are our prayers an honest answer to Jesus’ question, “What do you want me to
do for you

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose teaching is life, whose presence
is sure, and whose love is endless.
C: Amen.
P: Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P: God our comforter:
C: like lost sheep, we have gone astray. We gaze upon abundance and see
scarcity. We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. We exploit
the earth with our apathy and greed. Free us from our sin, gracious God.
Listen when we call out to you for help. Lead us by your love to love our
neighbors as ourselves. Amen.
P: All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. By the gift of grace
in ☩ Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous. Receive with glad hearts the
forgiveness of all your sins.
C: Amen.
ENTRANCE HYMN

# 451 LBW

*GREETING
P: The boundless grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the wisdom of God,
and the light of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

*KYRIE
A: In Peace, let us pray to the Lord!

A: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

A: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

A: for this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us
pray to the Lord.

A: Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord.

* HYMN OF PRAISE
A: This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.

*SALUTATION
P: The Lord be with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
All: Eternal light, shine in our hearts. Eternal wisdom, scatter the darkness of
our ignorance. Eternal compassion, have mercy on us. Turn us to seek your
face, and enable us to reflect your goodness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

FIRST LESSON:

Jeremiah 31: 7-9

7

Thus says the LORD: Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise shouts for the
chief of the nations; proclaim, give praise, and say, “Save, O LORD, your people,
the remnant of Israel.” 8See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north,
and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, among them the blind and the
lame, those with child and those in labor, together; a great company, they shall
return here. 9With weeping they shall come, and with consolations I will lead them
back, I will let them walk by brooks of water, in a straight path in which they shall
not stumble; for I have become a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn.
L: The word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

Please join me in responsively reading Psalm 126:
1

When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, then were we like those who dream.
2
Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of
joy. Then they said among the nations, “The LORD has done great things for
them.”
3

The LORD has done great things for us, and we are glad indeed.
4
Restore our fortunes, O LORD, like the watercourses of the Negeb.

5

Those who sowed with tears will reap with songs of joy.
6
Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, will come again with joy,
shouldering their sheaves.

SECOND LESSON:

Hebrews 7: 23-28

23

The former priests were many in number, because they were prevented by death
from continuing in office; 24but he holds his priesthood permanently, because he
continues forever. 25Consequently he is able for all time to save those who
approach God through him, since he always lives to make intercession for them.
26
For it was fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, blameless,
undefiled, separated from sinners, and exalted above the heavens. 27Unlike the
other high priests, he has no need to offer sacrifices day after day, first for his own
sins, and then for those of the people; this he did once for all when he offered
himself. 28For the law appoints as high priests those who are subject to weakness,
but the word of the oath, which came later than the law, appoints a Son who has
been made perfect forever.
L: The word of the Lord.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

C: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL
P: The Holy Gospel according to Mark the 10st chapter.

46

As [Jesus] and his disciples and a large crowd were leaving Jericho, Bartimaeus
son of Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the roadside. 47When he heard that it
was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, have
mercy on me!” 48Many sternly ordered him to be quiet, but he cried out even more
loudly, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” 49Jesus stood still and said, “Call him
here.” And they called the blind man, saying to him, “Take heart; get up, he is
calling you.” 50So throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus. 51Then
Jesus said to him, “What do you want me to do for you?” The blind man said to
him, “My teacher, let me see again.” 52Jesus said to him, “Go; your faith has made
you well.” Immediately he regained his sight and followed him on the way.
P: The Gospel of the Lord.

MESSAGE

MARK 10:46-52

This morning’s Gospel lesson tells us of another of Jesus’ healing of someone who
was blind. Physical blindness in biblical times was very common. One could be
born blind due to some developmental defect or as a result of infection prior to
birth. The most common cause, however, was likely an infection that people
contracted called Trachoma which was a very painful eye infection. Leprosy, which
was also a common disease of the time, could also cause blindness. John 9:1-3 tells
us that the suffering of the blind person was made worse by the common belief
that the affliction was due to some sin of the person or their parents. Thus, the
person and their family were afflicted with a sense of guilt, and perhaps wondering
what they had done so wrong that God would afflict them in that way.

Of course, a person who was blind had little opportunity to earn a living of any
kind, and most became beggars, often sitting close to the temples, at the town gate
or in the streets along the main entrance. This is where we find blind, Bartimaeus,
as Jesus and His disciples among a large crowd of people pass by.
Just as it does today, news spread rapidly in small towns and to the surrounding
areas. Although Bartimaeus could not see, he would have been in a good position
to hear others talk about Jesus and the miracles He was performing. Most likely,
he had even heard of Jesus curing others from their blindness. From what he heard,
he believed that Jesus was the Messiah. In fact, he shows that he understood
exactly who Jesus was. When Bartimaeus called out to Jesus, he called Him, “Jesus,
Son of David,” showing his faith in Jesus as the one who could bring healing and
hope to his difficult life.
Bartimaeus not only demonstrated what strong faith looks like, but he
demonstrates how we as Christians need to move forth rather than be controlled
by what other people may think. In verse 48 we are told, “Many rebuked him and
told him to be quiet, but he shouted all the more.” He did not let their words
control him nor did he let the commonly held belief that he had been blinded
because of his sin keep him from reaching out.
Many people often hold back on standing up for what they believe is right because
they fear what others will say about them or how others will respond to someone
who may not think and act as they do. This lesson demonstrates that as disciples
we should not worry about the opinion of others because we live in a different
kingdom, the kingdom of God. As Disciples of Christ, we are not of this world nor
are we judged by the world’s standards.
Bartimaeus wanted to see! He had never seen the sunrise with His own eyes. He
had never seen his parent’s faces, nor had he seen the stars twinkling in the sky at
night. Instead, he lived in a world of blackness which was devoid of color and
beauty. Bartimaeus wanted change; he wanted to see and did not hesitate when
Jesus asked him what he wanted. He immediately replied that he wanted to be
able to see. He had heard about Jesus’ power to heal and change others and he
was convinced Jesus could do the same for him.
Let me share a story with you. An old man from the mountains took a trip to the
big city. For the first time in his life he found himself standing outside an elevator.
He watched as an old, haggard woman hobbled on and the doors closed behind

her. A few minutes later the doors opened and a young, attractive woman
marched smartly off. Amazed, but realizing the possibilities, the old man turned
to his son and said, “Boy, go home and get your mamma so I can run her through
that thing.”
Wouldn’t it be nice if we could all change as quickly as that? I’m not talking about
changing how we look physically, but accepting needed change in our lives.
Bartimaeus wanted change, he wanted to see, but often as humans we may not
want to see what is happening around us. We don’t want to see those who are
homeless on the streets, we don’t want to see the children in our neighborhoods
wandering around because there is nothing in the area to keep them safely
occupied; we don’t want to see because if we really see, then we will be called to
change, to do something that we may not want to do. Change in these situations
can include stepping forth, advocating for those who cannot advocate for
themselves, it means giving of our time and resources. Change is hard because it
is so much easier to see with our eyes, but not with our hearts; for if we see with
our hearts we are called to react.
Changing how we see takes courage. Bartimaeus could have sat in silence as
Jesus passed. He could have obeyed the crowd’s orders that he be quiet after his
first outburst. When they came to bring him to Jesus, he could have refused. But
he was granted the courage to ask, to keep asking, to get up and go to meet
Jesus. Bartimaeus laid aside his comfortable blindness and embraced the
frightening, exhilarating world of sight.
As we leave here this morning, the question for us is whether we really want to
open our hearts and really see the world around us. Do we want to be true
Disciples of Christ, or someone who is partially and spiritually blind? May God
grant each of us the grace this morning to seek sight, and the courage to be blind no
more!
AMEN

HYMN

# 406 LBW

APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I
believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power
of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the
third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I

believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Set free from sin and death and nourished by the word of truth, we join in prayer
for all of God’s creation.
A brief silence.
Risen One, we give you thanks for congregations and ministries throughout the
world that serve as centers of prayer and action. Empower missionaries, teachers,
healers, evangelists, and all who are sent to share your song of joy. Hear us, O
God.
Your mercy is great.
Holy One, we give you thanks for generous land that produces abundant harvests.
Strengthen and protect all soils, from rooftop gardens to prairie farmlands, to patio
planters to fertile valleys, and bless all who lovingly tend them. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Ruling One, we give you thanks for leaders of nations who work to build up the
common good. Strengthen efforts of reconciliation among all nations (especially),
that peace extends in every direction. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Healing One, we give you thanks for all who labor for the health of others.
Comfort and strengthen all who struggle with chronic pain. Send healing and relief
to all who are sick (especially). Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Providing One, we give you thanks for all who provide for others. Inspire
generosity in your people, so that we carry out the work of making disciples of all
nations. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
Living One, we give you thanks for the saints who have increased our faith. Give
us courage to follow in hope until you gather us all around your table of
abundance. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Confident that you hear us, O God, we boldly place our prayers into your hands;
through Jesus Christ, our truth and life.
Amen.

*THE LORD'S PRAYER
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

BENEDICTION
P: People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world.
The holy Trinity, ☩ one God, bless you now and forever.

SENDING HYMN:

# 448 LBW

*DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you.

October 31, 2012

C: Thanks be to God.

Reformation

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in
order to live out the love of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news
of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free every day to do this life-transforming work.
Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the church, that Christians will
unite more fully in worship and mission.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose teaching is life, whose presence
is sure, and whose love is endless.
C: Amen.
P: Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P: God our comforter:

C: like lost sheep, we have gone astray. We gaze upon abundance and see
scarcity. We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. We exploit
the earth with our apathy and greed. Free us from our sin, gracious God.
Listen when we call out to you for help. Lead us by your love to love our
neighbors as ourselves. Amen.

P: All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. By the gift of grace
in ☩ Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous. Receive with glad hearts the
forgiveness of all your sins.
C: Amen.
*ENTRANCE HYMN

# 229 LBW

GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

KYRIE
A: In Peace, let us pray to the Lord!

A: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

A: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

A: for this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us
pray to the Lord.

A: Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord.

HYMN OF PRAISE
A: This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.

SALUTATION

P: The Lord be with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
All: Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews
the church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people.
Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial,
defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your
saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

FIRST LESSON:

Jeremiah 31: 31-34

31

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant
with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant
that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of
the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says
the LORD. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after
those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on
their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer shall
they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all
know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive
their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.
L: The word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

Please join me in reading Psalm 46 responsively:
1

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.
2
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, and though the
mountains shake in the depths of the sea;
3

though its waters rage and foam, and though the mountains tremble with its
tumult.
4
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy
habitation of the Most High.
5

God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; God shall help it at the break
of day.
6
The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; God speaks, and the
earth melts away.
7
The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
8
Come now, regard the works of the LORD, what desolations God has
brought upon the earth;
9

behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; who breaks the bow, and
shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire.
10
“Be still, then, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the
nations; I will be exalted in the earth.”
11

The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

SECOND LESSON:

Romans 3: 19-28

19

Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the
law, so that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held
accountable to God. 20For “no human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds
prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin.
21

But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is
attested by the law and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in
Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned
and fall short of the glory of God; 24they are now justified by his grace as a gift,
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a
sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his
righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins
previously committed; 26it was to prove at the present time that he himself is
righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus.
27
Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of
works? No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified by faith
apart from works prescribed by the law.
L: The word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL
P: The Holy Gospel according to John 8th chapter.

Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you
are truly my disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you
31

free.” 33They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been
slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?”
34
Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a
slave to sin. 35The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son
has a place there forever. 36So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord.

MESSAGE

Psalm 119: 1-8

This morning’s message is taken from our reading this morning in the Psalms. A
Psalm that reminds us of our blessings. Today, we live in a world where
competition is encouraged, and where busy work and success are predominant
traits. Life buzzes by like the hum of a hive of bees making a new stash of honey,
and rarely is there time to just sit and reflect on the many blessings that God gives
us each day. If we do have time for reflection, often the time is used to beat
ourselves up mentally for our past failures and shortcomings. It is very easy to
count our woes, but sometimes it is not as easy to count our blessings.
In just three and a half weeks, we will be celebrating Thanksgiving Day.
Thanksgiving means different things to different people. It means turkey and all
the trimmings like pumpkin pie; it means football games, and yes, even big sales
at the stores. For many people, there is a least as cursory thought of how they
are blessed as they celebrate the day; for others, blessings are not even given a
thought.
As I have aged, I have learned to give God thanks each morning when I wake up,
and although my knees may creek when I get out of bed, I have another glorious
24 hours stretching ahead of me. I realize that this is one of the greatest gifts God
gives me. A whole new day to try and be a better person than I was yesterday.
Today’s Psalm teaches us a lot about God. God’s desires are clear; there is not
any ambiguity in the Scripture. He tells us very plainly what He wants. God wants

us to be obedient to the teachings of the Scripture, and he desires whole hearted
obedience. Half-hearted devotion is not enough. We need to put our whole into
trying to be obedient to the Word. Will we be perfect at it? I have to say a
resounding, NO! We are human and we err. Yet, that does not stop us from
trying with all our hearts to be obedient to His Word.
To understand what this Psalm is telling us, perhaps it is easier to talk about what
it does NOT say. First of all, it does NOT say that I can obey God selectively and
still experience all of His blessings. Nor does it say a little unrighteousness is okay
as long as I am mostly following God’s will. For example, I keep the Sabbath most
of the time, but this Sabbath is a special occasion for me and I am going to throw
a big keg party in my back yard, or “I’m sure the farmer next door to me won’t
mind if I take a few pumpkins out of his field!”
This is indeed NOT what it says. What it says is, “Blessed are those who keep his
statutes and seek him with all their heart, they do no wrong but follow his ways.
God has laid down precepts that are to be fully obeyed.” Truthfully, it doesn’t get
any clearer than this.
The Psalm also does NOT say that we have to look out for ourselves in order to
get the blessings. In fact, it is just the opposite. We should rely on God for all
things. This is perhaps one of the hardest for most of us to do. After all, we have
been raised to be independent and look out for ourselves. As Americans we live
in a “me” society verses and “us” society. We tend to think that we are in charge
and can do everything for ourselves instead of going to our Lord in prayer and
praying for His guidance.
We also learn from this Psalm that God will never forsake us. Even if we turn our
backs on Him, God is still there loving us as His beloved children. He patiently
waits for us to turn back to Him. In fact, God loves us so much that He sent His
only Son to die on the cross so that we might be forgiven of our sins and have
eternal life. There is no greater love than that!
Because of God’s great love for humanity, all we need to do is look around us to
see the blessings of God upon us. To not see these blessings is to express the
height of ingratitude to God and to others. In fact, Psalm 119 was written to
show us how we can receive the maximum blessings out of our lives.

There is an old hymn that I am very fond of called “Count Your Blessings,” These
lines from this hymn say it all. “Count your blessings, name them one by one,
count your blessings, and See what God has done.”
As we prepare to leave here this morning, let us not forget that we are blessed to
be able to worship freely this Sunday morning. This is not so in a number of other
countries. Yet, we take it for granted without thinking about it as a blessing.
Let us all start our new week by thanking our God for the many blessings He has
bestowed on us, and by resolving to obey and serve God according to His Word!
Let us realize that as each new night unfolds, that there is a promise of another
beginning. Let us all rest in peace knowing that God loves us and will bless us if
we follow the way of His Word.
Amen
HYMN

# 230 LBW

APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I
believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power
of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the
third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Set free from sin and death and nourished by the word of truth, we join in prayer
for all of God’s creation.
A brief silence.
We pray for all who long for a word of truth and for the radical grace that flows
from the cross. Inspire congregations to freely and boldly proclaim your love for
all people with persistence and hope. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
We pray for your creation, for mountains, rivers, streams, cities, homesteads, and
neighborhoods. Write in our hearts a new love and care for creation. Give us the
will to curb wasteful habits and to hold accountable those who neglect the
vulnerable. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
We pray for all who aspire to public office and for all who will vote on Tuesday at
local polling places (especially). Pour wisdom and understanding upon all who
govern so that communities of justice and peace may thrive. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
We pray for all who long for healing in mind, body, or spirit (especially).
Strengthen hospitals, clinics, counseling centers, nursing homes, and recovery
centers to be holy spaces of renewal that all might live the abundant life you
intend. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
We pray for all who seek to grow in faith and love of you. Guide teaching and
learning in confirmation, small groups, Sunday school, youth groups, schools,
seminaries, and universities. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.
We give thanks for all the saints and reformers who have gone before us who dwell
in your holy habitation (especially). Give us courage through their example to
challenge unjust systems and work toward life-giving reformation. Hear us, O
God.
Your mercy is great.
Confident that you hear us, O God, we boldly place our prayers into your hands;
through Jesus Christ, our truth and life.
Amen.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P: The Lord be with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

P: Let us give thanks and praise to the Lord our God.

PREFACE
It is indeed right and salutary….we praise your name
and join their unending hymn:
SANCTUS

THANKSGIVING
P: We praise you, all-holy God, our maker, our lover, our keeper, for the universe
beyond our knowing, for seas and forests and fields, for creatures seen and unseen,
for animals both wild and tame, and for the places we humans call home, for cities
and churches and schools.
We praise you for your covenant people, for Moses and Miriam and Aaron, and for
centuries of faithful Christians, for Mary Magdalene, Peter and Paul.
We praise you, O God, for Jesus Christ, who saves us from sin and from evil, who
on the night before he died, took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it
for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
And so we remember your Word, his life, his death, and his glorious resurrection,
and we proclaim the mystery of our faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
We pray, O God, for your Spirit, your breath, your fire, your wisdom. Bless this
meal and all those who share it; inspire your people for service; and renew the
world with your mercy, with your healing, your justice, and your peace. We praise
you, all-holy God, the Father, the Son, the Holy Spirit, today, tomorrow, and
forever.
Amen!
THE LORD'S PRAYER
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
All who hunger and thirst, come.

The table is ready.

COMMUNION
THE COMMUNION BLESSING:
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.
C: Amen.
POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
ALL: Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of
our faith into a feast of salvation. Send us forth into the world with shouts of
joy, bearing witness to the abundance of your love in Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.
BENEDICTION
P: People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new
life to a suffering world. The holy Trinity, ☩ one God, bless you now and forever.

*SENDING HYMN:

# 259 LBW

*DISMISSAL:
P: Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you.

C: Thanks be to God.
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