
                                                                             November 2021 

 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR                                                          

Dear friends, 

It is hard to believe that it is November already, and Thanksgiving is just a few 
weeks from now.  Not only do I love turkey with all the side dishes, but also the 
reminder of all that God has blessed me with. Each new twenty-four hours that 
stretch out in front of me when I wake each morning is something I give thanks 
for daily. I am a big fan of the book series, “Anne of the Green Gables,” and have 
always remembered the statement of her teacher, Miss Stacey, that each day is 
fresh and new without any mistakes in it.  A day that stretches before each of us 
to do the best that we can do in serving our Lord. 

Being thankful isn't just for the Thanksgiving holiday. One Thessalonians 5:18 tells 
us to be "thankful in everything, in all circumstances." It is sometime hard to give 
thanks for something like the pandemic, yet, when we think about it we can all be 
thankful that we still have our health and each other.  Regardless of how tiring or 
annoying the restrictions might be, at the end of the day we are survivors, and 
when we find ourselves overwhelmed with burdens and worried about 
tomorrow, we can praise God for who he is and his promise to never leave us or 



forsake us.  Ultimately, we have been blessed with the free gift of salvation and 
eternal life because of what Christ did for us on the cross. 

Please know that I am so thankful to have each and every one of you in my life, 
and each of you are in my prayers everyday! 

May God bless each of you now and forever more, 

Pastor Linda 

 

 

for Sunday, Nov. 7 

 GRIEF SHARE –“SURVIVING THE HOLIDAYS” PROGRAM 

Holidays are often difficult for those who are grieving a loved one as they bring up 

happy memories from the past.  This free standing program provides support and 

useful ways to navigate the upcoming holiday season.  The program will be 

offered in our Sunday School Room on Friday evening, November 12th at 6:30 

p.m.  Please help us spread the word.  If you have questions, please contact 

Pastor Linda. 



 

 

 

                                      

 

Health Care Facilities:      Dot Berrier, Ruth Dunkelberger, Marhtea Keck, Glenn 

Nulton. 

At home:   Joan Carroll, Marilyn Eckert, Martha Hoffner, and Pat Swenson. 

Friends & Neighbors: Jean & Bob Anstine,  Louise Clouser, Lovell Kahley, Ted Russ, 

and Ruth Shepherd. 

Everyone affected by the COVID-19 virus in any way. 

Please contact the office (717-582-4356) with additions, corrections or deletions. 

We are all part of the puzzle of Social Ministry in this 

community.  

LECTORS NEEDED 

Gay is in the process of composing a new LECTOR 

list. If you are interesting in reading the lessons in 

church, please her know. 

GUARDIAN ANGEL PROJECT 

We will be providing the necessary food items for 

Thanksgiving Dinner for our families, and a food box of 

easy to make breakfasts and lunches for the week that 

the school will be closed.  If you would like to donate 

any food items such as canned soup, cereal, pancake 

mix, syrup or snacks, please place them in the grocery 

cart in the Sunday School Room. 

 



THANKSGIVING/HARVEST CELEBRATION SUNDAY – NOVEMBER 21st  

On Sunday, November, 21st we will give thanks by 

collecting food items for the local Food Bank.  Please 

place your items in the designated spot in the Sunday 

School Room.  We will not be having a separate 

Thanksgiving Service this year, so this is our big 

celebration remembering all we are thankful for as a 

congregation.  

 

 

Now we know why there is a turkey shortage! 

They all went to Florida for vacation! 

 

 

 

 

A THANKSGIVING PRAYER 

For this new morning with its light, 

Father, we thank Thee. 

For rest and shelter of the night, 

Father, we thank Thee 

For health and food, for love and friends, 

For everything Thy goodness sends, 

Father in heaven, we thank Thee. 

– Ralph Waldo Emerson 

 



 

 

 

ADVENT BIBLE STUDY  - “The Gift of the Nutcracker” 

We will be looking at this Christmas Classic through the lens of faith.  This iconic 
tale will help us see and understand God’s greatest gift, the Christ Child.  To kick 
of the study, the group will make nutcracker ornaments that they can take home 
to hang on their tree.   

The Bible Study will take place on Thursdays, December 2nd, 9th, 16th, and the 23rd.  
We will meet in the Sunday school room at 1 p.m. for each session. 

We will be using the book “The Gift of the Nutcracker” by Matt Rawle.  The  book 
is optional and costs $9.00 that includes shipping and handling. There is a sign-up 
sheet in the Narthex.  Please indicate on the sign- up sheet if you want to order a 
book. We ask that you pay for your copy when signing up for the book.  We must 
have your order by November 8th so that we can order the books and have them 
in time for the beginning of the study. 

 

FACEBOOK LIVE ADVENT BIBLE STUDY 

Short Bible Studies on the Women of 

Christmas will be offered on Facebook Live at 

10 a.m. on the following Wednesdays: 

December 1st, 8th, and the 15th.  The women 

include Mary, Elizabeth, and Anna.   

 



NOVEMBER CALENDAR 

Friday, October 30   Youth Group Meeting 

Thursday, Nov. 4   3-5 p.m.  Grief Share 

Sunday, Nov. 7   Sunday Service/ Daylight Savings Time Begins 

Thursday, Nov. 11   3-5 p.m. Grief Share 

Friday, Nov. 12   SURVIVING THE HOLIDAYS”  

PROGRAM – 6:30 p.m. 

Sunday, Nov. 14   Sunday Service 

Thursday, Nov. 18   Deliver Food Boxes – Guardian Angel Project 

Thursday, Nov. 18   3-5 p.m. Grief Share 

Sunday, Nov. 21   Thanksgiving/Harvest Celebration Sunday 

Thursday, Nov. 25   HAPPY THANKSGIVING! 

Sunday, Nov. 28   Hanging of the Greens/ Advent Begins 

Sunday, Nov. 28   12 – 2 p.m. Drive through Toy Drive, Parking Lot 

Wednesday, Dec. 1  10 a.m. FaceBook Life -Bible Study, The Women 

     of Christmas Begins 

Thursday, Dec. 2   1 p.m. The Nutcracker Bible Study Begins 

 

Join us in wishing Pat Swenson a  

          Happy 90th Birthday, November 17, 2021! 

Greetings may be sent to  

210 Patio Court 

New Bloomfield, PA 17068 



Toys for Perry County 

Drive-Thru Toy Drive 
Toys will be distributed to families in Perry County 

by Join Hands Ministry 

 

 

 

Sunday, November 28th, 2021 

12pm – 2pm  

Christ Lutheran Church 

46 West High Street, New Bloomfield 

Please bring a new unwrapped toy.  

Thank you!  

You can see Christ Lutheran Church’s Facebook Page 

or call Erin Eckert at 717-645-5965 for more information. 



 YOUTH GROUP GOOD GIFTS PROJECT 

The Youth Group will again be collecting change (paper money too!) for the ELCA 

Good Gifts project.  Did you know that just $30 can provide a piglet to a family in 

need. When this little piggy grows up, she will give birth to as many as 16 piglets 

each year. Pigs help fertilize fields, provide food to eat and can be sold at market 

for much-needed income. What a BIG difference a pig can make! Please pick up 

your “piggy bank” on the table in the narthex, and bring them back by the second 

Sunday in January.  This is a way to bless our neighbors around the world, and to 

help them help themselves!   

 

     
“Imagine Christmas!” takes place in present-day Chicago, where you will meet a 

family who owns and runs Imagine Books and Café. With the help of the family 

matriarchs, some hilarious antics and lots of imagination, various Christmas 

stories come to life.  

Join us Saturday, December 4, 201 for the 2 p.m. performance. We will car pull 

from the church leaving at 12:30 p.m. and stop for a bite to eat on the way home. 

Tickets are $15.00 each. Please sign up in the narthex and have your payment to 

Pastor Linda no later than November 7, 2021 so we can get tickets. 

We enjoyed their last performance we attended and hope you can join us for this 

one. What a great way to usher in the holiday season! 

 

Christmas Wonderland 2021  -  Imagine Christmas 

A broadway –style musical at Christian Life 

Assembly, 2645 Lisburn Road, Camp Hill. 



NOVEMBER WORSHIP 

November 7, 2021       All Saints Sunday 

Of all three years of the lectionary cycle, this year’s All Saints readings have the most tears. 

Isaiah and Revelation look forward to the day when God will wipe away all tears; in John’s 

gospel, Jesus weeps along with Mary and all the gathered mourners before he demonstrates 

his power over death. On All Saints Day we celebrate the victory won for all the faithful 

dead, but we grieve for our beloved dead as well, knowing that God honors our tears. We 

bring our grief to the table and find there a foretaste of Isaiah’s feast to come. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen. 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: Have mercy on us, O God. 

C: We confess that we have sinned against you and against our neighbor. 

We have built walls instead of tables and have turned away the stranger. 

We have sought glory for ourselves and have treasured that which does not 

satisfy. Help us to love as you love, to welcome those you send, and to treasure 

mercy and justice. Turn us from our ways to your ways, and free us to serve 

those in need. Amen. 

 

P: God, who makes all things new, forgives your sins for ☩ Jesus’ sake and 

remembers them no more. Lift up your heads and your hearts. Yours is the 

kingdom of God. 

C: Amen. 

 

REMEMBRANCE OF ALL SAINTS 

Let us remember all the saints before God. 

We praise and bless you, O holy Trinity. You have taught your church that it is an 

ageless communion of saints. We thank you for gathering those who faithfully 

waited in hope for the redemption you promised, and now for adding us who 

celebrate the love of your Christ for the redemption of the world. Prepare a place 



for us among those who are already with you. Help us remember them as an 

encouragement to saintly living, exciting us to love, in anticipation of an eternal 

reunion. 

LIGHTING OF CANDLES 

Today we remember those saints that have gone before us. From our 

congregation: 

 

George Berrier                             Jim Carroll                           Phillip Eckert       

6-20-1930 - 7-22-2021         11-1-1938  -  5-21-2021           8-16-1932 -  5-24-2021 

  

Carol Hench                 B. Joann Reed                       Barbara C. Sill 

  1-10-2021              11-17-1935  - 10-3-2021           11-3-1939 - 5-8-2021 

 

 

**Please feel free to come forward at this time and light a candle for someone 

you wish to remember. 

 

P: Christ says, Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and 

humble in heart,  

C: and you will find rest for your souls. 

P: For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.  

C: And you will find rest for your souls. 

 

 *ENTRANCE HYMN                                                                        # 176 VS. 1-4 

1. For all the saints who from their labors rest, all who by faith before the world 

confessed, your name o Jesus, be forever blest. Alleluia, alleluia! 

2. You were their rock, their fortress and their might, You, Lord, their captain in 

the well-fought fight: You, in the darkness drear, their on true light. Alleluia, 

alleluia! 

3. Oh, may your soldiers, faithful, true, and bold, fight as the saints who nobly 

fought of old and win with them the victor’s crown of gold. Alleluia, alleluia! 

4. Oh, blest communion, fellowship divine, we feebly struggle, they in glory shine; 

yet all are one within your great design. Alleluia, alleluia! 



 *GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

*KYRIE  

A: In Peace, let us pray to the Lord! 

`  

A: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

A: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and 

for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

A: for this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us 

pray to the Lord. 

 

A: Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord.  

 

* HYMN OF PRAISE 

A: This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*SALUTATION          P: The Lord be with you. 

 



*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

All: Almighty God, you have knit your people together in one communion in 

the mystical body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant us grace to 

follow your blessed saints in lives of faith and commitment, and to know the 

inexpressible joys you have prepared for those who love you, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 25: 6-9 

 
6On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich 

food, a feast of well-aged wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged 

wines strained clear. 7And he will destroy on this mountain the shroud that is cast 

over all peoples, the sheet that is spread over all nations; 8he will swallow up death 

forever. Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces, and the 

disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, for the LORD has 

spoken. 9It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so 

that he might save us. This is the LORD for whom we have waited; let us be glad 

and rejoice in his salvation. 

L: The word of the Lord.                                                       C: Thanks be to God. 

Please join me in reading Psalm 24 responsively: 

1The earth is the LORD’s and all  that is in it, the world and those who dwell 

therein. 

 2For the LORD has founded it upon the seas and established it upon the 

rivers.  

 

 3Who may ascend the mountain of the LORD, and who may stand in God’s holy 

place? 

 4Those of innocent hands and purity of heart, who do not swear on God’s 

being, nor do they pledge by what is false. 

 

 5They shall receive blessing from the LORD and righteousness from the God 

of  their salvation. 

 6Such is the generation of those who seek you, O LORD, of those who seek 

your face, O God of Jacob.  

 7Lift up your heads, O gates; and be lifted up, O everlasting doors, that the King 



of glory may come in. 

 8Who is this King of glory? The LORD, strong and mighty, the LORD, mighty 

in battle! 

 

 9Lift up your heads, O gates; and be lifted up, O everlasting doors, that the King 

of glory may come in. 

 10Who is this King of glory? Truly, the LORD of hosts is the King of glory.  

 

SECOND LESSON:                                                                  Revelation 21: 1-6a  

1I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had 

passed away, and the sea was no more. 2And I saw the holy city, the new 

Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for 

her husband. 3And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “See, the home of 

God is among mortals. He will dwell with them; they will be his peoples, and God 

himself will be with them; 4he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be 

no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have 

passed away.”  

  5And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things 

new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6aThen 

he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the 

end.” 

L: The word of the Lord.                                                      C: Thanks be to God. 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    

 

*GOSPEL  

P: The Holy Gospel according to Mark 12thth  chapter. 

 



38As he taught, he said, "Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long 

robes, and to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces, 39and to have the best 

seats in the synagogues and places of honor at banquets! 40They devour widows' 

houses and for the sake of appearance say long prayers. They will receive the 

greater condemnation." 
41He sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting money into the 

treasury. Many rich people put in large sums. 42A poor widow came and put in two 

small copper coins, which are worth a penny. 43Then he called his disciples and 

said to them, "Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all those who 

are contributing to the treasury. 44For all of them have contributed out of their 

abundance; but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to 

live on." 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

MESSAGE                                                                                        MARK 12:38-44 

What do you personally think of when you hear the word, “Patriot?”  Some of you 
may be thinking of our country’s flag, the stars and stripes waving proudly in the 
breeze.  Perhaps some of you are thinking of famous men in history such as 
George Washington and Paul Revere, and yes, for some of you it may even bring 
to mind a football team.  If you look the word up in the dictionary you will find 
that it is defined as “someone who loves, supports, and defends one's 
country.”  The thesaurus tells us that a patriot is “a good citizen, a loyalist, a 
nationalist, a statesman, a countryman, or a volunteer.”  A patriot is indeed one 
of those words that is hard to define, but when you have seen one, you know it. 

This coming Thursday, the 11th, we celebrate Veteran’s Day and this morning I 
would like all of you who have served in the military in any way to stand so that 
we may all thank you for your service to our country to all of us.  You have 
sacrificed and we know your families have also sacrificed and we all owe each of 
you a debt of gratitude. 
Have you ever thought about how much your life is impacted by your perception 
of what is taking place verses the perception of others around you?  Let me share 
this little story with you as an example. 



Two friends, Mary and Susie, were having coffee.  Mary told her friend, I had a 
fine evening, how was yours? 

Susie replied that her evening had been a disaster.  Her husband had come home 
from work, ate his dinner in three minutes and fell asleep in two minutes.  She 
then asked her friend, Mary, how her evening had was.   

Mary was all smiles and just bubbling over when she told Susie about her evening.   
Oh! it was amazing! My husband came home and took me out to a romantic 
dinner. After dinner we walked for an hour. When we came home, he lit the 
candles around the house and afterwards talked for an hour. It was like a 
fairytale!  

At the same time, their husbands are talking at work. Mary’s husband asks Susie’s 
husband, how was your evening? Susie’s Husband replied, Great. I came home, 
dinner was on the table, I ate and fell asleep. It was great! What about you? 

Mary’s husband answered, it was horrible! I came home, there's no dinner 
because they cut the electricity because I hadn't paid the bill; so, I had to take my 
wife out to dinner which was so expensive that I didn't have money left for a cab. 
We had to walk home which took an hour; and when we got home, remember 
there was no electricity, so, I had to light candles all over the house! After all, I 
was so aggravated that I couldn't fall asleep and my wife was jabbering away for 
another hour! 

Our Scripture lesson today is also a story of not only sacrifice but one of 
perception.  The story is about money, but much more than that.  It is about how 
we think about the resources that we each possess; our money, our time, our 
talents.  Today we live in a world that operates from a position of, not enough!  
Most believe that we don’t have enough.  There is not enough time, we don’t 
have enough money to retire, we don’t have enough money to buy the latest 
gadget that our consumer society tells us that we have to have to be happy, much 
less have any money that we can give to something outside our own wants. 

Even when we do have “enough,” we often do not recognize that we do.  We 
hoard things and money, for we might need them in the future rather than 
trusting that God will provide for us.  Our perception is out of whack and we see 
ourselves as poor although by many standards we are wealthy.  We never enjoy 



the abundance that God has provided us because we never feel that it is enough.  
It makes it hard for us to feel the joy of giving to others. 

This tendency to think we do not have enough is the scarcity model. It’s 
essentially the belief that we do not have enough coupled with the idea that by 
accumulating more things we will be happier. The television is constantly 
telling us we need that new and latest model car, we need the new blender 
that crushes everything in sight.  We need, need, need! We need more beauty, 
more technology, more style, a bigger house, more time saving devices, and 
more getaway adventures. The basic idea is that if we only had more, we 
would be happier.  

This same model extends to the mainline churches.  Wherever we go in Christian 
circles, we hear the same kinds of conversation.  There are not enough people 
coming to church, and there certainly are not enough young people even 
interested in the church.  We don’t have enough money to hire a youth minister, 
we don’t have enough money to replace the church roof if it goes bad. 

We may ask, has God abandoned our churches and left us with not enough?  
It is at this point that our scripture wakes us up from this fog—our scripture 
wakes us up from this trance of scarcity and reminds us again and again that 
our God is in fact a God of abundance. And our God does provide.  
 
Let us remember that the widow’s perception of what she had and what she 
could give was not one of scarcity.  She rightfully knew that God would 
provide for her, and she willingly and lovingly gave her only coin.  In the same 
way God will provide for each of us too.   
 
After all, God provided the all.  The life of His son so that we all may have the 
opportunity of being forgiven of our sins and have ever lasting life.  Let us all 
leave here today and take honest stock of our own abundance.  Let us put 
aside our perceptions and see things as they really are, and let us honor God 
with what we have to give.        Amen 
             

  

 HYMN                                                                                                   #383  



 

 

APOSTLES CREED 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I 

believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power 

of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the 

third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 

hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I 

believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen 

 



PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

Eternal God, you hold firm amid the changes of this world. Hear us now as we 

pray for the church, the world, and everyone in need. 

A brief silence. 

Merciful God, we give thanks for all missionaries who have brought your message 

of hope to new communities and wiped tears away. Continue to raise up 

courageous missionaries to share your gospel of hope. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Creating God, we praise you for abundant harvests and the goodness of creation. 

Create communities of care for your earth so that all land, water, and soil will be 

celebrated and cherished by future generations of saints. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

God of peace, we give you thanks for nations of peace that serve as a refuge for all 

whose homelands are afflicted with violence. Strengthen those who continue to 

work for peace and support all veterans who carry the scars of war. Hear us, O 

God.         Your mercy is great. 

 

God of healing, we give you thanks for health care workers who labor around the 

clock to answer cries for help. Bring wholeness to all who struggle with post-

traumatic stress disorder, anxiety, depression, addiction, and all who long for 

healing in any way (especially). Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

 

God of justice, we praise you for the feeding ministries and for all meals that bring 

people together for nourishment and fellowship. Bless chefs, bakers, servers, 

dishwashers, communion assistants, and meal ministry coordinators. Hear us, O 

God.         Your mercy is great. 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

God of the ages, we give you thanks for the saints of this congregation who have 

inspired, challenged, loved, and taught us (those who have died during the past 

year may be named). Wipe away our tears and lead us by their example until we 

feast together on your holy mountain. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

God our protection and strength, we entrust to you all for whom we pray. Remain 

with us always, through Jesus Christ, our Savior.  Amen. 

 



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P: The Lord be with you. 

 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

 

P: Let us give thanks and praise to the Lord our God. 

 

 

PREFACE   It is indeed right and salutary….we praise your name  

 and join their unending hymn: 

SANCTUS 

 

 

 



THANKSGIVING 

P: With all the saints of Africa and Asia, India and the islands, Europe and the 

Americas, we praise you, O God, for you create the worlds. With all the baptized, 

the old and the young, the weak and the strong, the famous and the forgotten, we 

bless you, O God, for you provide us with water and food. With all the faithful in 

cities and on farms, in mansions and huts, past and present, we worship you, O 

God, for you shelter the generations. With all your holy people, those who 

ministered in the church, those who served the poor, and all who walked the way 

of the cross, we glorify you, O God, for in Jesus you journeyed with us on earth. 

With Paul and the evangelists, we remember the meal of your Son: In the night in 

which he was betrayed . . . . Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

With Peter and all the martyrs, we honor Christ’s death, saying Amen.    Amen! 

 

With Mary Magdalene and all the apostles, we proclaim his resurrection, shouting 

Amen.      Amen! 

 

With John and all the theologians and mystics, we look for his returning, pleading 

Amen.     Amen! 

 

With the Virgin Mary and all who sang of your greatness, we pray for the power of 

the Spirit. Visit this gathering, this bread and this cup, with the presence of the 

body and blood of Christ. Form us into a communion of service, and infuse your 

earth with the wholeness we seek. With grandparents and godparents, with the 

church universal, and especially with Joann and Barbara, lead us to a future we 

cannot yet see, and at the end draw all humanity to yourself. Now with all of the 

family you saved by your love, we shout blessing           blessing,  

glory             glory,                   wisdom                wisdom, 

thanksgiving                thanksgiving,            honor            honor,  

power           power,                might             might,  

be to our God forever and ever. Amen.               Amen! 

 

THE LORD'S PRAYER C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be 

thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 

those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 

ever. Amen 



INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

A feast of love is offered here for you and for all the saints. 

 

COMMUNION   

 

THE COMMUNION BLESSING: 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 

C: Amen. 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

ALL: Blessed Jesus, at this table, you have been for us both host and meal. 

Now send us forth to extend our tables and to share your gifts until that day 

when all feast together at your heavenly banquet. Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION             P: God, the beginning and the end, who has written your 

name in the book of life, ☩ bless and keep you in grace and peace from this time 

forth and forevermore. 

 



*SENDING HYMN:  # 176 vs 5-8 

5. And when the strife is fierce, the warfare long, steals on the ear the distant 

triumph song, and hearts are b rave again and arms are strong. Alleluia, alleluia! 

6. The golden evening brightens in the west; soon, soon to faithful warriors comes 

their rest; Sweet is the calm of paradise the blest. Alleluia, alleluia! 

7. But then there breaks a yet more glorious day: The saints triumphant rise is 

bright array; the King of glory passes on his way. Alleluia, alleluia! 

8. From earth’s wide bounds, from ocean’s farthest coast, through gates of pearl 

streams in countless host, singing to Father, Son and Holy Ghost: Alleluia, alleluia! 

*DISMISSAL:  

P: Led on by the saints before us, go in peace to serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God.  

 

November 14, 2021                              Pentecost 25 

November begins with All Saints Day and ends in or near Advent, when we anticipate 

Christ’s coming again. It is fitting, then, that the readings today tell of the final resurrection 

and the end time. In the turmoil of hope, fear, and disbelief that these predictions provoke 

in us, Hebrews sounds a note of confident trust. Christ makes a way for us where there is 

no way, and we walk it confidently, our hearts and bodies washed in baptismal water, 

trusting the one who has promised forgiveness. The more we see the last day approaching, 

the more important it is to meet together to provoke one another to love. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen. 

 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: Have mercy on us, O God. 

C: We confess that we have sinned against you and against our neighbor. 



We have built walls instead of tables and have turned away the stranger. We 

have sought glory for ourselves and have treasured that which does not 

satisfy. Help us to love as you love, to welcome those you send, and to treasure 

mercy and justice. Turn us from our ways to your ways, and free us to serve 

those in need. Amen. 

 

P: God, who makes all things new, forgives your sins for ☩ Jesus’ sake and 

remembers them no more. Lift up your heads and your hearts. Yours is the 

kingdom of God. 

C: Amen. 

ENTRANCE HYMN  # 559 LBW  

 

 



GREETING 

P: The boundless grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the wisdom of God, 

and the light of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

KYRIE  

A: In Peace, let us pray to the Lord! 

 

A: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

A: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and 

for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

A: for this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us 

pray to the Lord.                                        

A: Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord.  

 

 HYMN OF PRAISE 

A: This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia. 



 

 

 

SALUTATION 

P: The Lord be with you.     

 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

All: Almighty God, your sovereign purpose brings salvation to birth. Give us 

faith to be steadfast amid the tumults of this world, trusting that your 

kingdom comes and your will is done through your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. Amen. 

FIRST LESSON      Daniel 12: 1-3 

1“At that time Michael, the great prince, the protector of your people, shall arise. 

There shall be a time of anguish, such as has never occurred since nations first 

came into existence. But at that time your people shall be delivered, everyone who 

is found written in the book. 2Many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall 

awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting 

contempt. 3Those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the sky, and those 

who lead many to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever.” 

L: The word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God. 

Please join me in responsively reading Psalm 16: 

 1Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; I have said to the LORD, “You are 

my Lord, my good above all other.” 

 2All my delight is in the godly that are in the land, upon those who are noble 

among the people. 

 3But those who run after other gods shall have their troubles multiplied. 

 4I will not pour out drink offerings to such gods, never take their names 

upon my lips.  

 5O LORD, you are my portion and my cup; it is you who uphold my lot. 

 6My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; indeed, I have a rich inheritance. 

 7I will bless the LORD who gives me counsel; my heart teaches me night after 

night. 

 8I have set the LORD always before me; because God is at my right hand, I 

shall not be shaken.  

 9My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; my body also shall rest in 

hope. 

 10For you will not abandon me to the grave, nor let your holy one see the pit. 



 11You will show me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of joy, and 

in your right hand are pleasures forevermore.  

SECOND LESSON      Hebrews 10: 11-25 

11Every priest stands day after day at his service, offering again and again the same 

sacrifices that can never take away sins. 12But when Christ had offered for all time 

a single sacrifice for sins, “he sat down at the right hand of God,” 13and since then 

has been waiting “until his enemies would be made a footstool for his feet.” 14For 

by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are sanctified. 15And 

the Holy Spirit also testifies to us, for after saying, 

 16“This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, says the 

Lord: I will put my laws in their hearts, and I will write them on their minds,” 
17he also adds, “I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.” 
18Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin. 

 

  19Therefore, my friends, since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary by the 

blood of Jesus, 20by the new and living way that he opened for us through the 

curtain (that is, through his flesh), 21and since we have a great priest over the house 

of God, 22let us approach with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts 

sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure 

water. 23Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope without wavering, for he 

who has promised is faithful. 24And let us consider how to provoke one another to 

love and good deeds, 25not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but 

encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 

 

L: The word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

 

 

GOSPEL  



P: The Holy Gospel according to Mark the 13th chapter. 

 
1As [Jesus] came out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him, “Look, 

Teacher, what large stones and what large buildings!” 2Then Jesus asked him, “Do 

you see these great buildings? Not one stone will be left here upon another; all will 

be thrown down.” 

  3When he was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter, James, 

John, and Andrew asked him privately, 4“Tell us, when will this be, and what will 

be the sign that all these things are about to be accomplished?” 5Then Jesus began 

to say to them, “Beware that no one leads you astray. 6Many will come in my name 

and say, ‘I am he!’ and they will lead many astray. 7When you hear of wars and 

rumors of wars, do not be alarmed; this must take place, but the end is still to 

come. 8For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there will 

be earthquakes in various places; there will be famines. This is but the beginning of 

the birth pangs.” 

 

P: The Gospel of the Lord.            

 

MESSAGE                                                                 MARK 13:1-8  

Have you ever thought of all the connotations that the word “rock” has?  We rock 
the baby, we have rock bands, and when we do something people think is cool, 
they often tell us that “we rock!”  Rocks and stones are marvelous things, and can 
tell us the history of the world if we just look.  I can attest to this with my 
collection of fossils.    There are small rocks and then there are big rock 
formations such as those in the western part of our country.  Rocks can be pesky 
when they are in the fields and gardens we want to till, but are great for building 
walls and foundations of our homes. 

Today’s gospel lesson starts out talking about stones and rocks.   The stones 
that made up Herod’s Temple were enormous. Some were forty feet long, 
eighteen feet high and fifteen feet wide. They were cut by hand from pure white 
limestone, and fit together so tightly and perfectly that a sheet of paper could not 
be inserted between the stones. 



The doors, walls and even the floors of the Temple were overlaid with pure gold. 
There were jewels, ornate carvings, and many awe inspiring sights. It was said that 
when the sun came up over Jerusalem, you could not stand to look at the Temple 
because of the light gleaming from its golden walls. Anything that was not covered 
with gold was the purest of white. Whether the Temple was seen during the day or 
at night, it was a sight that no one ever forgot. 

The temple in today’s gospel is more than just a building in Jerusalem, more than 
a place of worship. It was the center and anchor of Jewish life. It provided 
identity, structure, and meaning just like our temples of today. The disciples are 
impressed. “Look, Teacher, what large stones and what large buildings!”  The 
disciples, however, were looking only on outward appearances. 

Jesus, himself, is not as impressed. This is Jesus third and last visit to the temple. 
The first time, he went into the temple we are told by Mark that He, “looked 
around at everything” and left. The second time he went in the temple he drove 
out the buyers and sellers, overturned the moneychangers’ tables, and left. On his 
third visit Jesus was in conflict with the temple leaders.  Criticizing those who 
dressed in fancy robes, and prayed out loud in public to impress others.  He sat in 
opposition to the temple treasury while a poor widow “put in everything she had, 
all she had to live on.”   Jesus then left the temple for the last time and asked his 
disciples, “Do you see these great buildings? Not one stone will be left upon 
another; all will be thrown down.”   One day it will happen. 

The book of Revelation tells us that when that day comes, there will be famine 
and all will be hungry, there will be no clean water to drink and we will thirst as 
the hot sun beats down on our heads.  In fact, the world as we know it will be 
gone!  There will be no stability in our lives or in the world.   

Can you imagine structures like the Grand Canyon crashing in, our concrete sky 
scrapers falling down, and the foundations of our homes and our lives coming 
apart?  It is a though that we almost can fathom happening, and it seems scary, 
yet unreal! 

Yet, Jesus is clear that we do not need to be afraid or alarmed.  In fact, Jesus tells 
us that we need to “buck up,” and be on our guard for there will be those who try 



to lead us astray.  Our job is to be faithful and patiently wait!  Jesus’ words urge 
us to study and really know God’s word, so that we can not be led astray by false 
prophets.   

Jesus’s words today remind us that although there will be destruction of the 
world as we know it, it is really more about our own revelation of what is falling 
away.  It forces us to decide between our own life and death.  It asks the question 
of where we will put our trust.  Will we trust God fully, or will we waiver and trust 
ourselves and those that are left in charge, or will we stand firm with God? 

Let me leave you with this story.  After a long career, a Pastor passed away, and 
was standing at the Pearly Gates.  There was a fellow ahead of him, dressed in a 
loud shirt, blue jeans, and sunglasses.  Saint Peter said to the man, “What were 
you in life?”  The man replied, “I was a taxi driver.”  Whereupon Saint Peter gave 
him a golden staff, and silk robes, and admitted him to heaven. 

Saint Peter then asked the pastor what he had been in life, and the pastor told 
him.  Whereupon Saint Peter gave him a wooden staff, and cotton robe and 
admitted him to heaven.   

The Pastor was perplexed, and began to complain.  “Why is it that I, a man of the 
cloth, get only a wooden staff, and cotton robe, and a cab driver gets a gold staff, 
and silk robe?”  To which Saint Peter replied, “Well up here, we rate on results.  
When you preached, people slept.  And when he drove, people prayed.” 

The moral of this story is that it doesn’t matter what career we choose in life for 
our own efforts are fleeting.  What is more important is to focus on God. As 
children of God, we can be assured that the last days are not really about waste 
and destruction, but about renewal and creation; the coming of the new Kingdom 
of God.  We can rest assured, that because of our faith, we too will have a place 
with God when this day comes.  After all, God loves us so much He sent Jesus to 
die on the cross for each of us.  Let us trust and praise our God. 

HYMN                  # 296 LBW 



 

APOSTLES CREED 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I 

believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power 

of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the 

third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 

hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I 

believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen 



PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

Eternal God, you hold firm amid the changes of this world. Hear us now as we 

pray for the church, the world, and everyone in need. 

A brief silence. 

God our creator, you show us the path of life. Bless faithful people everywhere 

with humility as they extend compassion to those who have experienced harm in 

religious spaces. Cultivate healthy congregations that tell of and enact your 

reconciling love. God, in your mercy,     hear our prayer. 

 

God our constant, you love our universe from beginning to end. As the seasons 

change, protect animals that migrate and hibernate. Bring them safely to a 

sheltered place and a more abundant season. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

God our ruler, you write your law on human minds and hearts. Give wisdom to all 

elected leaders and officials to govern with insight and compassion. Make them 

mindful of the well-being of all people so that your world will flourish. God, in 

your mercy,         hear our prayer. 

 

God our stronghold, you are present amid disaster. We pray for those affected by 

natural disasters (recent natural disasters may be named). Come to the aid of all 

survivors of earthquakes, famines, floods, hurricanes, and wildfires, and the first 

responders who support them. Calm their fear, supply their need, and be the solid 

ground beneath their feet. God, in your mercy,   hear our prayer. 

 

God our guide, you are greater than we can imagine. Surround congregations with 

your expansive inclusion. Be present in the midst of disagreements, differences, 

and questions. Unite people of diverse viewpoints in the love of Christ. God, in 

your mercy,         hear our prayer. 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

God our beginning and our end, your beloved people shine like the brightness of 

the sky. We thank you for the lives of all who rest in your eternal mercy, from 

famous saints to the people we have loved (especially). Assure us of your 

resurrection promise. God, in your mercy,    hear our prayer. 

 

God our hope and strength, we entrust to you all for whom we pray. Remain with 

us always, through Jesus Christ, our Savior.    Amen. 



THE LORD'S PRAYER 

 C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 

us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

BENEDICTION 

P:  God, the beginning and the end, who has written your name in the book of life, 

☩ bless and keep you in grace and peace from this time forth and forevermore. 

 

        

SENDING HYMN        # 526 LBW 

 

 



 

DISMISSAL 

P: Led on by the saints before us, go in peace to serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

November 21, 2021                                            Pentecost 26 

Even after Israel had experienced the vagaries of kings, the people still longed for a true 

king to set things right. He would have the king’s title of Anointed One (Messiah); he would 

be the “one like a human being” (Son of Man) given dominion in Daniel’s vision. Jesus is 

given these titles, even though he is nothing like an earthly king. His authority comes from 

the truth to which he bears witness, and those who recognize the truth voluntarily listen to 

him. We look forward to the day he is given dominion, knowing his victory will be the 

nonviolent victory of love. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 



P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen. 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: Have mercy on us, O God. 

C: We confess that we have sinned against you and against our neighbor. 

We have built walls instead of tables and have turned away the stranger. We 

have sought glory for ourselves and have treasured that which does not 

satisfy. Help us to love as you love, to welcome those you send, and to treasure 

mercy and justice. Turn us from our ways to your ways, and free us to serve 

those in need. Amen. 

 

P: God, who makes all things new, forgives your sins for ☩ Jesus’ sake and 

remembers them no more. Lift up your heads and your hearts. Yours is the 

kingdom of God. 

C: Amen. 

 

ENTRANCE HYMN        # 328 LBW 

 



 

GREETING 

P: The boundless grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the wisdom of God, 

and the light of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

*KYRIE  

A: In Peace, let us pray to the Lord! 

 

A: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

A: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and 

for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 



 

A: for this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us 

pray to the Lord. 

 

A: Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord.  

 

* HYMN OF PRAISE 

A: This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia. 

 

 



 

 

*SALUTATION                      P: The Lord be with you.  

                                            

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

All: Almighty and ever-living God, you anointed your beloved Son to be priest 

and sovereign forever. Grant that all the people of the earth, now divided by 

the power of sin, may be united by the glorious and gentle rule of Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. Amen. 

FIRST LESSON                                                                   Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 
9As I watched, thrones were set in place, and an Ancient One took his throne, his 

clothing was white as snow, and the hair of his head like pure wool; his throne was 

fiery flames, and its wheels were burning fire. 10A stream of fire issued and flowed 

out from his presence. A thousand thousands served him, and ten thousand times 

ten thousand stood attending him. The court sat in judgment, and the books were 

opened. 13As I watched in the night visions, I saw one like a human being  

coming with the clouds of heaven. And he came to the Ancient One and was 

presented before him. 14To him was given dominion and glory and kingship, that 

all peoples, nations, and languages should serve him. His dominion is an 

everlasting dominion that shall not pass away, and his kingship is one that shall 

never be destroyed. 

L: The word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God. 



 

Please join me in responsively reading Psalm 93: 

 
1The LORD is king, robed in majesty; the LORD is robed in majesty and  armed 

with strength. The LORD has made the world so sure that it cannot be moved. 

 2Ever since the world began, your throne has been established; you are 

from everlasting.  

 3The waters have lifted up, O LORD, the waters have lifted up their voice;   

the waters have lifted up their pounding waves. 

 4Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers of the 

sea, mightier is the LORD who dwells on high. 

 5Your testimonies are very sure, and holiness befits your house, O LORD, forever 

and forevermore.  

SECOND LESSON                                                      Revelation 1:4b-8 
4bGrace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and 

from the seven spirits who are before his throne, 5and from Jesus Christ, the 

faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. 

  To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, 6and made us to 

be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 7Look! He is coming with the clouds; every eye will see him, even those who 

pierced him; and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. So it is to be. 

Amen.  8“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was 

and who is to come, the Almighty. 

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 



GOSPEL  

P: The Holy Gospel according to John the 18st chapter. 

 

33Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you 

the King of the Jews?” 34Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or did 

others tell you about me?” 35Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation 

and the chief priests have handed you over to me. What have you done?” 36Jesus 

answered, “My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were from this 

world, my followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the 

Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.” 37Pilate asked him, “So you are a 

king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this 

I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth 

listens to my voice.” 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

 

MESSAGE  CHIRST THE KING SUNDAY                 JOHN 18:33-37 

Today is Christ the King Sunday which signals the end of what we call ordinary 
time and signals that Advent is about to begin.  It is a day when we celebrate 
Jesus as King, as our Messiah, and our Lord.  A Holy Day of Celebration that was 
instituted in 1925 by Pope Pius the 11th for the universal church. 

It was established at a time when Europe was in chaos. Inflation was rampant, and 
colonialism was at its worst. The seeds of evil that would eventually grow into the 
Holocaust and World War II were being planted. Pope Pius XI established the 
Festival of Christ the King to declare that Jesus Christ is king. Jesus is the goal of 
human history, the joy of all who hear, and the fulfilment of man’s aspirations.  
 
I want you to take just a minute and think about what pops into your mind when 
you hear the word king.  ASK THEM TO SHARE THEIR THOUGHTS  The first image 



that came to my mind for me was the image of the “Burger King.”  Although I have 
to admit that He is a jolly, smiling king, who just wants you to enjoy your 
hamburger, and not at all like many other kings that have reined over the centuries 
like the infamous, King Herod. Ask them what King Herod was noted for doing. 
 
In today’s Gospel lesson we hear a conversation between Jesus and Pilate.  Jesus 
had been accused of plotting to overthrow the government, and He had been 
brought before Pilate for questioning.  In fact, however, Jesus was not a threat to 
Pilot, the Emperor, or Herod because He had no desire for their palaces.  All He 
really wanted was for their hearts to be changed and their lives to reflect the heart 
of heaven, but here He was standing before Pilot.   
 
 Pilot went on to ask Jesus, “Are you the king of the Jews?”  He also rubbed it in 
Jesus face that His own Jewish people and the chief priests were the ones who 
handed Him over.  We can imagine that Pilate was surprised at Jesus answer and 
probably had no idea what Jesus was talking about, for Jesus told Pilate that His 
kingdom was not of this world.  That His kingdom was from another place.  All Pilate 
could think to say was, “So then, you are a king!”  Later Pilot would order that a 
sign that read, Jesus of Nazareth, The King of the Jews, be posted over Jesus on the 
cross. 
 
Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. In fact, the reason I was born and came 
into the world is to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to 
me.”  Pilate would have understood Jesus’ statement in a way that Jesus had not 
intended.  For Pilate’s “kingdom” was based on power and the truth for Pilate 
would have been what he, Pilate, said it was.   

Jesus talked a lot about the kingdom. He centered it in Himself. He said, talking 
about Himself, “The time has come. The kingdom of God is near (literally, right 
here in front of you!). Repent (literally, change your mind – receive what I bring), 
and believe the Good News.  He showed by His life what it looked like to live in 
the kingdom. And He told stories -called parables – about how the kingdom 
works, inviting us to receive it all and live in it!  

So many times, we think of the kingdom of heaven as something that we will be 
blessed with someday when we die.  Jesus reminds us, however, that the 
kingdom is something that is with us in the here and now.  It is growing each and 
every day until it reaches it fullness when Christ comes again. 



Jesus saw the world differently, and He defied logic by the way he lived and by 
what He taught.  We, too, must remember that we are citizens of another realm, 
with a different ruler and a different rule.  We are called to live each day in two 
worlds, two realities, two kingdoms, two realms.  There is the realm of the 
“everyday real world” in which we function most of the time. And there is the 
realm of the kingdom of God, our spiritual world that we live in as Christ’s faithful 
disciples.  As disciples of Christ, we know that the only truth is Jesus.  The Jesus 
who died on the cross so that we all might have eternal life, and that Jesus goal 
was to bring heaven’s glory to life in earthly people. 

The Jesus who will come again someday, and bring a different kind of rule to the 
world.  He will set up a new kingdom, that will rule firmly and justly with the 
unrepentant sinners.   Until then, his kingdom focuses on redeeming the hearts of 
the lost. 

 So, what does it mean to say Christ is the King of this world? It means that this is 
an unfinished world. There is unfinished business because the world is made up of 
unfinished people. Even when we are at our best, we are not all that Christ 
intends for us to be. As disciples of Christ, He has commissioned us to bring the 
“good new” to those around us and help Him build the kingdom of God. 

Yes, Jesus was a king who was crucified on a cross, died and was put in a tomb, 
only to be raised from the dead three days later.  That’s what kind of king Jesus is.  
A king who looks at power in a different way.  A king who turns power and death 
upside down.  A king who reconciles, who instills love into the midst of a world of 
hate.  A king that we can trust! That’s what kind of king Jesus is!   Amen  

HYMN      # 170 LBW              on the next page  

APOSTLES CREED  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in 

Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the 

Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day 

he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the 

Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the 

Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 



 



PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

Eternal God, you hold firm amid the changes of this world. Hear us now as we 

pray for the church, the world, and everyone in need. 

A brief silence. 

God, you sent your Son Jesus to testify to the truth. We pray for preachers, 

missionaries, evangelists, and teachers who carry your forgiveness and love to the 

world. Fill their words and actions with compassion and kindness so that your truth 

will shine. God, in your mercy,      hear our prayer. 

 

God, you sent your Son Jesus to liberate all of creation. We pray for all living 

things longing for the freedom to flourish, from ancient trees and wild grasses to 

endangered animals and rare insects. Give human beings compassionate hearts to 

care for them. God, in your mercy,     hear our prayer. 

 

God, you sent your Son Jesus to lead us into the way of peace. Direct the members 

of international alliances in choosing a nonviolent path toward the future. Give 

them the humility and wisdom to make just decisions to benefit all. God, in your 

mercy,         hear our prayer. 

 

God, you sent your Son Jesus to make us into your own people, set free to serve 

you. We pray for people who serve the well-being of others, especially ministries 

in our community (local social ministries or agencies may be named). Renew them 

in their work. God, in your mercy,    hear our prayer. 

 

God, you sent your Son Jesus to rule in all times and places. We pray for the 

friends of our congregation who are unable to join our worship in person and for 

all who are sick and suffering (especially). Join their prayers with ours and unite 

them with us in the body of Christ. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

God, you sent your Son Jesus to be our beginning and our ending. We give thanks 

for those whose lives have given us a glimpse of Jesus’ reign of justice and peace. 

Empower us to join their witness. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

God our hope and strength, we entrust to you all for whom we pray. Remain with 

us always, through Jesus Christ, our Savior.   Amen. 

 

 



*THE LORD'S PRAYER 

 C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 

us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

*BENEDICTION 

P: God, the beginning and the end, who has written your name in the book of life, 

☩ bless and keep you in grace and peace from this time forth and forevermore. 

         

 

SENDIND HYMN         # 171 LBW

 



 

DISMISSAL 

P: Led on by the saints before us, go in peace to serve the Lord.  

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

November 28, 2021                                           Advent 1 

Advent is about the “coming days.” God’s people have always lived in great expectation, but 

that expectation finds specific, repeated enunciation in the texts appointed for these four 

weeks. The ancients anticipated a “righteous Branch to spring up for David.” The 

Thessalonians awaited “the coming of our Lord Jesus with all the saints.” Jesus’ 

contemporaries hoped for the time “to stand before the Son of Man.” With them we eagerly 

await the coming days: another Christmas celebration, a second coming, and the advent of 

Christ in word and supper. 

Announcements 

 

The Hanging of the Greens 

Prelude                                                                                                                                                                                       

Significance of the Bells                                                                                                            

Significance of the Star 



 Call to Worship  

 The Meaning of the Service 

* Leader: Today we come together to prepare for the birthday of a King. 

Congregation: Today we make ready our welcome for God’s only son, Jesus 

of Nazareth. 

L: We begin this special and holy season of Advent, the season of going toward the 

birth of Christ. 

C: As we renew the special meaning of the Advent season, the season of going 

toward new hope and eternal life, 

L: Let us clear our minds and open our hearts to the coming of the Lord. 

C: Let us also honor his birth by adorning our church for the coming of our 

King. 

L: Let our songs and symbols represent our personal rededication to the glory of 

God and the manifestation of his love through his Son, Jesus Christ. 

ALL: For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, that 

whosoever believeth in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

L: Our Father in heaven, in the weeks to come, our attention to this blessed and 

holy event, the birth of your Son, will be continually distracted. Help us to 

distinguish between the secular and the sacred, and to remember the true meaning 

of our joy and excitement. Help us to refocus our minds and hearts on your loving 

and most precious gift to us, your Son, our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.                          

C: Amen. 

*Hymn                                          # 34 

 



 

A Reading:       Jeremiah 23: 5-6 

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will raise up for David a 

righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute 

justice and righteousness in the land. 6In his days Judah will be saved and Israel 

will live in safety. And this is the name by which he will be called: "The LORD is 

our righteousness." 

L: The word of the Lord.                                           C: Thanks be to God. 

The Advent Wreath 

The Lighting of the Advent Wreath for the First Sunday in Advent 

L: In the darkness we light a flame of hope. 

C: May it dance not only upon our Advent wreath but within each of our 

hearts as well. 

L: Hope is the flower that blooms from the ground of faith. 



C: And so, with joy we keep the tradition of ages past in prayerful 

expectation. 

L: This dancing flame sings out that the reign of God, that pure light, is slowly 

dawning in our world. 

C: May this Advent season, now beginning bring us a new birth of hope in the 

ancient promise of our God. 

 

Hanging of the Greens                              The Holly and the Ivy 

 

The Poinsettia 

A Reading:       John 1: 9-14 

9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 
10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world 

did not know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not 



accept him. 12But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave 

power to become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will of 

the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the 

glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth. 

The word of the Lord.                         Thanks be to God. 

The Christmas Tree 

 

Lighting the Christmas Tree 

The Ringing of the Bells 

*Psalm 150 – responsively 



1Praise the LORD!  Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in his mighty 

firmament! 

 2Praise him for his mighty deeds; praise him according to his surpassing 

greatness! 

 3Praise him with trumpet sound; praise him with lute and harp! 

 4Praise him with tambourine and dance; praise him with strings and pipe! 

 5Praise him with clanging cymbals; praise him with loud clashing cymbals! 

 6Let everything that breathes praise the LORD!  Praise the LORD! 

*Carrying the Celebration Outward – Go Tell 

* Blessing –  May God direct your ways in peace, make you abound in love for 

one another and for all, and strengthen your hearts until the coming of our Lord 

Jesus. Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.           

Amen. 

*Hymn                                        # 70
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