December 2021

A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
Dear friends,
In just a short few weeks we will be celebrating the birth of the Christ Child. It is
always a joyful time and a time of wonder. This past year some of us were lucky
enough to see “the Christmas Star, in our own sky. Although it was a fairly cloudy
night, when the star shined through the clouds, I had goosebumps on my arms.
No one this side of heaven knows exactly what the wise men from the east saw in
the sky as they trekked miles and miles, eventually arriving in Bethlehem where
they gave expensive gifts to Joseph and Mary to honor their new son, Jesus. The
only thing I know is that it must have been spectacular, and this part of the
Christmas story is part of the great wonder of God.
This year has been a tough one as the pandemic marches on. Yet, we have much
to be thankful for. The vaccine for the virus has kept many people from becoming
ill and/or dying. As a congregation, we have once again been able to worship
together on Sunday mornings in our beautiful sanctuary. God has truly blessed us
indeed!
As we continue through Advent and Christmas itself, I wish all of you joy and good
health. May the Spirit of Christmas resound in each of your hearts. Let you

hearts swell with kindness, giving, goodwill and cheer. We can all keep the
Christmas spirit alive by remembering to keep peace in our hearts and share
goodwill, not just on December 25th, but every day, in each moment, all through
the year.
Merry Christmas and Many Blessings to each of you,
Pastor Linda

FLOWER OF THE HOLY NIGHT!
Far off in a mountain hamlet,
In years long, long ago…
So thus began the story
I heard in Mexico.
A little child crept softly
With a gift of weeds to lay
At the Christ Child’s feet—her offering
To Him for Christmas Day.
It was evening in the chapel,
But before the morning light,
The weeds burst forth in glory
“The Flower of the Holy Night.”
So the crimson bloom, “Poinsettia,”
Of the legend is today
A sign of Christmas sharing
From a child who knelt to pray.
By Della Adams Leitner

We are all part of the puzzle of Social Ministry in this
community.
GUARDIAN ANGEL PROJECT
We will be providing the necessary food items for Christmas
Dinner for our families, and a food box of easy to make
breakfasts and lunches for the week that the school will be
closed. If you would like to donate any food items such as
canned soup, cereal, pancake mix, syrup or snacks, please
place them in the grocery cart in the Sunday School Room.

Christmas Cards for Nursing Home Residents
It is our wish, this Christmas Season, that every resident in Perry Village,
Stonebridge, and Kinkora, receive a Christmas card; 225 total.
1. Sign the card with Christ Lutheran Church, New Bloomfield,
or Christ Lutheran, NB, or CLNB. If you have the capability to
print mailing labels, use one of above.
2. Do Not sign your name, but if you wish sign from “A Friend”
3. Add a “Merry Christmas” or other very short greeting, if you
wish.
4. Do not seal the envelope.
Take the cards to the church and place in the mail box marked “Residents”
by Sunday, December 12.
Olive Stoops will deliver the cards to the nursing homes.

Christmas Card Shower for our Shut-ins
This Christmas Season, let us let us have a Christmas card Shower for our shut-ins.
1. You can personalize cards with your name and a short
message.
2. There will be a big envelope with the name of each shut-in on
it for you to put the cards.
Take the cards to the Church and place in the appropriate envelope
by Sunday, December 12.
Pastor Linda will deliver the cards when she does her Christmas visits.
From home to home, and heart to heart,
from one place to another,
the warmth and joy of Christmas,
brings us closer to each other.

Health Care Facilities:
Nulton, Dick Hoffner.

Dot Berrier, Ruth Dunkelberger, Marhtea Keck, Glenna

At home: Joan Carroll, Marilyn Eckert, Martha Hoffner, and Pat Swenson.
Friends & Neighbors: Jean & Bob Anstine, Louise Clouser, Lovell Kahley, Ted Russ,
and Ruth Shepherd.
Everyone affected by the COVID-19 virus in any way.
Please contact the office (717-582-4356) with additions, corrections or deletions.

Bakers we are in need of cookies, cookies cookies!
We are in need of cookies for the Truck Stop Ministry.
Bring the cookies to the church by December 19.
If you can, place 6-8 cookies in a plastic zip-lock bag and drop them
off at the church.
For more information contact Olive Stoops, 717-582-2158 or
Gay Weller, 717-582-8558.
Thanks for your help with this much appreciated ministry.

(ANSWERS GIVEN AT END OF NEWSLETTER)
1. What Santa got stuck up the chimney, what did he have in his sack?
2. Which one of Santa’s reindeer has the same name as a female Fox?
3. How many ghost shows up in “A Christmas Carol?”
4. According to the song, what did my true love give to me on the third day of Christmas?
5. What Bing Crosby song is the world’s best-selling single ever?

FACEBOOK LIVE ADVENT BIBLE STUDY
Short Bible Studies on the Women of
Christmas will be offered on Facebook Live
at 10 a.m. on the following Wednesdays:
December 1st, 8th, and the 15th. The women
include Mary, Elizabeth, and Anna.

ADVENT BIBLE STUDY - The Gift of the Nutcracker
We will be looking at this Christmas Classic through the lens of faith. This iconic
tale will help us see and understand God’s greatest gift, the Christ Child. To kick
of the study, the group will make nutcracker ornaments that they can take home
to hang on their tree.
The Bible Study will take place on Thursdays, December 2nd, 9th, 16th, and the 23rd.
We will meet in the Sunday school room at 1 p.m. for each session.
We will be using the book “The Gift of the Nutcracker” by Matt Rawle. The book
is optional and costs $9.00 that includes shipping and handling. There is a sign-up
sheet in the Narthex. Please indicate on the sign- up sheet if you want to order a
book. We ask that you pay for your copy when signing up for the book. We must
have your order by November 8th so that we can order the books and have them
in time for the beginning of the study.

CHRISTMAS AROUND THE WORLD!
MEXICO: Las Posadas is a favorite celebration. Groups of people wander from
house to house pretending to look for a warm place to stay, like Mary and Joseph
did when they came to Bethlehem. Everywhere we are turned away until finally
we find a huge nativity scene.
IRAQ: In 2008, the government declared Christmas an official holiday for the 1st
time. On Christmas day our church service ends with the touch of peace: our
pastor blesses us and touches one person who touches one more person until
everyone has received the touch of peace.
SPAIN: After church and our Christmas Day Feast with lots of visiting family
members, we go out and swing! We hang Christmas swings in our courtyards and
parks, and everyone swings and sings Christmas carols.
GREECE: Some people wrap a spring of basil around a wooden cross, dip it in
water and sprinkle it around the house to drive out evil spirits. We ask Jesus to
bless our home during the Advent and Christmas season every year.

DECEMBER CALENDAR
Wednesday, Dec. 1

10 a.m. FaceBook Life -Bible Study, The Women
of Christmas Begins

Thursday, Dec. 2

1 p.m. The Nutcracker Bible Study Begins

December 4

Christmas Play & Dinner, leave 2 p.m.

December 5

Sunday Worship Service – Congregational meeting
following worship to approve the proposed 2022 Budget
and election of council members

December 8

“Facebook Live,” Advent Bible Study, 10 a.m.

December 9

“Nutcracker” Bible Study, 1 p.m.

December 12

Sunday Worship Service

December 15

“Facebook Live,” Advent Bible Study, 10 a.m.

December 16

“Nutcracker” Bible Study, 1 p.m.

December 19

Sunday Worship Service

December 23

“Nutcracker” Bible Study, 1 p.m.

December 24

Please join us for our annual Christmas Eve Service at 7
p.m. Let us celebrate together the wonder of the birth of
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

December 26

Sunday Worship Service with Christmas Carol Sing

DON’T FORGET TO FEED YOUR PIGGY!
The Youth Group will again be collecting change (paper money too!) for the ELCA
Good Gifts project. Did you know that just $30 can provide a piglet to a family in
need. When this little piggy grows up, she will give birth to as many as 16 piglets
each year. Pigs help fertilize fields, provide food to eat and can be sold at market
for much-needed income. What a BIG difference a pig can make! Please pick up
your “piggy bank” on the table in the narthex, and bring them back by the second
Sunday in January. This is a way to bless our neighbors around the world, and to
help them help themselves!

Book Discussion – Coming in 2022!
If you are interested in reading and discussing the book, “I
Am Malala, The Girl Who Stood Up For Education and Was
Shot by the Taliban, please sign the sheet in the narthex. A
date and time will then be determined to accommodate
the
the group. “I Am Malala is the remarkable tale of a family uprooted by global
terrorism, of the fight for girls’ education, of a father who himself, a school
owner, championed and encouraged his daughter to write and attend school, and
of brave parents who have a fierce love for their daughter in a society that prizes
sons. I Am Malala will make you believe in the power of one person’s voice to
inspire change in the world.”

Quiz Answers – Soot, Vixen, Three, Three French Hens, White Christmas

DECEMBER WORSHIP
December 5, 2021
ADVENT 2
FELLOWSHIP
ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who alone does wonders, who lifts up
the lowly, who fills the hungry with good things.
C: Amen.
P: Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P: God for whom we wait,
C: in the presence of one another, we confess our sin before you. We fail in
believing that your good news is for us. We falter in our call to tend your
creation. We find our sense of self in material wealth. We fear those different
from ourselves. We forget that we are your children and turn away from your
love. Forgive us, Blessed One, and assure us again of your saving grace.
Amen.
P: God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! Through the power of the
Holy Spirit, ☩ your sins are forgiven. You are children of the Most High,
inheritors of the eternal promise, and recipients of divine mercy. God strengthens
you anew to follow the way of peace.
C: Amen.

*ENTRANCE HYMN

# 626

*GREETING
P: The boundless grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the wisdom of God, and the light
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
*KYRIE
A: In Peace, let us pray to the Lord!

A: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

A: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

A: for this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us
pray to the Lord.

A: Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord.

*SALUTATION

P: The Lord be with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DA Y
All: Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his
coming give to all the people of the world knowledge of your salvation;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
LIGHTING the CANDLES for the SECOND SUNDAY in ADVENT
P: With joyful hearts filled with hope,
C: we delight as the circle of light grows wider in the darkness of winter and
of our age.
P: In this season when we decorate our towns and homes with lights and color,
C: may we also be busy decorating our hearts as well.
P: Let us deck the halls of our hearts with deeds of compassion for the poor, with
acts of love and service to one another, and with kindness to friends and strangers.
C: May the preparation and decoration of our hearts rival the joyous beauty
of our homes and cities.
FIRST LESSON:

Proverbs 20: 5-12

5

The purposes in the human mind are like deep water, but the intelligent will draw
them out. 6Many proclaim themselves loyal, but who can find one worthy of
trust? 7The righteous walk in integrity — happy are the children who follow
them! 8A king who sits on the throne of judgment winnows all evil with his
eyes. 9Who can say, "I have made my heart clean; I am pure from my
sin"? 10Diverse weights and diverse measures are both alike an abomination to the
LORD. 11Even children make themselves known by their acts, by whether what
they do is pure and right. 12The hearing ear and the seeing eye — the LORD has
made them both.
L: The word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

Please join me in reading Psalm 51- 1-12.
1

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your
abundant mercy blot out my transgressions.
2
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin.

3

For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me.

4

Against you, you alone, have I sinned, and done what is evil in your sight, so
that you are justified in your sentence and blameless when you pass judgment.
5

Indeed, I was born guilty, a sinner when my mother conceived me.
You desire truth in the inward being; therefore teach me wisdom in my
secret heart.
6

7

Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than
snow.
8

Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that you have crushed rejoice.

9

Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities.
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within
me.
10

11

Do not cast me away from your presence, and do not take your holy spirit from
me.
12
Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain in me a willing spirit.

SECOND LESSON:

Lamentations 3: 22-31

22

The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases, his mercies never come to an end;
they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.
24
"The LORD is my portion," says my soul, therefore I will hope in him."
25
The LORD is good to those who wait for him, to the soul that seeks him.
26
It is good that one should wait quietly for the salvation of the LORD.
27
It is good for one to bear the yoke in youth, 28to sit alone in silence
when the LORD has imposed it, 29to put one's mouth to the dust (there may yet be
hope), 30to give one's cheek to the smiter, and be filled with insults.
31
For the LORD will not reject forever.
23

L: The word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

*GOSPEL
P: The Holy Gospel according to John the 1st chapter.

9

The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world
did not know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not
accept him. 12But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave
power to become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will of
the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.
14
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the
glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth. 15(John testified to him and
cried out, "This was he of whom I said, 'He who comes after me ranks ahead of me
because he was before me.'") 16From his fullness we have all received, grace upon
grace. 17The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through
Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to
the Father's heart, who has made him known.
10

P: The Gospel of the Lord.

MESSAGE
SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT – JOHN 1: 9-18
It may be hard to believe but this morning is the second Sunday in Advent already.
We have hardly finished eating the last of the leftovers from Thanksgiving, yet, the
Christmas holiday season is upon us. The hustle and bustle of rushing around
baking cookies, putting up Christmas trees, buying and wrapping presents, and on
and on until we wear ourselves to a frazzle has begun!
When some people are asked what they yearn for at Christmas, they answer “for
the whole thing to be over.” They are tired, weary, and perhaps even broke from
over-indulging in what the advertisers tell them they must have to make everyone
happy during the Christmas Season. When the reality of human life crashes the
Currier and Ives expectations of the season, people are often left feeling let
down! In fact, they often feel a little like Scrooge and his “bah humbug.” They
know that something is missing in their lives, but they can’t quite put their finger
on it.
This year our Advent Bible Study is based on the famous Christmas story of the
Nutcracker. Many of us have probably seen the ballet or read the story at one
time in our lives. In the story we see Clara waiting for Christmas, and
coincidentally, advent too is a season of waiting. Just like our children or
grandchildren wait impatiently for Christmas to arrive, many of us as adults also
have a problem with waiting. We live in a culture that wants everything
instantaneously. We don’t want to stand in line at the grocery store, we don’t
want to wait in line at the bank drive-through, and we sure don’t want to sit
waiting in traffic. Waiting is hard, and we have to work at accepting it as just a
part of everyday life.
The advent season is one of waiting with anticipation, waiting for the joy of
celebrating the birth of the Christ Child; that is, if we don’t let all the other parts
of how our culture celebrates Christmas get in the way. There is nothing
inherently wrong with our Christmas traditions. How our family celebrates the
holiday is important. It is part of the glue that holds families together as well as
what makes the holidays special for us. It is traditions such as the hanging of the
greens and the Christmas Eve Candlelight service that gives us that feeling of

contentment and joy that we all want to feel during the season. Perhaps we
enjoy it so much as it is connects us with the awe and joy of the Christ child.
In the story of the Nutcracker, twelve year old Clara looks through the key hole of
the locked door to the family’s drawing room where she can see dancing and little
bits of other hustling and bustling, and not only does Clara’s anticipation of
entering the drawing room go way up, but her curiosity is heightened. She
wanders just what she will see when she is finally able to enter the drawing room.
Advent season is truly a time of anticipations. It is also a time to let our curiosity
run wild thinking about the miracle of the Christ Child. The miracle of the birth
itself! Perhaps we wonder about some of the details such as who delivered the
Christ Child, or did they having any bedding other than straw? There are no
concrete answers to these questions, but being curious and thinking about the
Holy Birth helps us to realize the very human part of the story. The Christ Child,
although divine, was indeed human while here on earth. He came into the world
just as each of us have, he felt the same emotions and disappointments that
humans feel, and he did all those common, ordinary day in and day out things
that humans do. He slept, He ate, He worked, and He needed drinks of water
throughout the day, and on and on.
Advent is a time to marvel at the whole story of Christianity; a time to turn
inward and to think about our own faith. It is a time to marvel that the Christ
Child born so long ago is still with us and working in our lives this very minute. It
is also a time to think of our own journey through life with Christ at our side. That
is, the bottom line is keeping Jesus at the center of it all not only at Christmas
time but every day of our lives. Psalm 27:14 tells us to “Wait for the Lord; be
strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the LORD!”
In the Nutcracker story, Clara is told that she can’t enter the drawing room until
the lights on the Christmas tree are lit. When she does enter, it is the lights
shining in the semi-darkness that delight her. Perhaps you were like me when I
was a child. I could not wait until the Christmas tree was put up. Often it was
lopsided, because we cut one ourselves from the woods, but it didn’t matter for it
was transformed into a thing of beauty once the lights were lit; you know the big
bulb type that if one bulb when bad, the whole string of lights would not light up
until you had found the culprit and replaced it. Once the tree was lit, my brothers
and I would lay on the floor looking up through the tree at the lights wondering at

its beauty. To me, the lights kicked my anticipation of the coming holiday into
high gear.
Today, the lights remind me of the light of Christ. Without the birth of the Christ
Child, our world would still be dark. A darkness that ended in death with no
return. A darkness that could quickly zap our hope. For hope is what the birth of
the Baby Jesus brought to all mankind. It is this time of waiting and anticipating
that points our hearts to the real gift of Christmas, the Christ Child!
As we leave here this morning, may this time of Advent provide each of us the
opportunity to look within ourselves, to think about our own faith and what the
season really means to us in our hearts? May each of us remember that Jesus is
indeed the reason for the season, and may we hold fast the hope that the birth of
the Christ Child brought into this world, and may we share it with others. Let us
remember what Psalm 27:14 tells us to “Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your
heart take courage; wait for the LORD!” Amen
HYMN

# 28 LBW

*APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I
believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power
of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the
third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come
again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that
yearn for God’s presence.
A brief silence.

You send messengers into the world to proclaim the day of your coming. Make our
bishops, pastors, deacons, and lay preachers confident in their preaching, that their
words and our lives witness to your grace. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Send your Spirit to all living creatures that are endangered. Provide them with
shelter and care, and bring us into right relationship with the earth that you create
and call good. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Send leaders to our nations, cities, schools, and businesses to work on behalf of
those who have lost parents, spouses, and loved ones; immigrants; the imprisoned;
those living in poverty; and all who are oppressed. Make them bold in their
commitments to justice and reconciliation. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Send your servants to care for those who suffer. Use our ministries and our lives to
reach out with compassion to those who are hungry, oppressed, lonely, or ill
(especially). Grant them healing and wholeness. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Send prophets to speak difficult truths, even when they are poorly received.
Embolden those who ask hard questions and challenge accepted ways. Instill in
youth and elders alike a passion for pointing to Jesus in all things. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
We remember your saints, both those publicly celebrated and those more humbly
remembered. Confident that your work will be completed, we live in faith until the
day of your coming. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive these
prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus.
Amen.

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P: The Lord be with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

P: Let us give thanks and praise to the Lord our God.

*PREFACE
It is indeed right and salutary….we praise your name
and join their unending hymn:
*SANCTUS

*THANKSGIVING
P: Holy God, the Beginning and the End, our Salvation and our Hope, we praise
you for creating a world of order and beauty. When we brought on chaos, cruelty
and despair, you sent the prophets to proclaim your justice and mercy. At this end
of the ages your Son Jesus came to bring us your love and to heal all the suffering
world.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and resurrection, we await his coming
again in righteousness and peace. Send your Spirit on us and on this bread and
wine we share: strengthen our faith, increase our hope, and bring to birth the
justice and joy of your Son. Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty
Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever.
C: Amen

*THE LORD'S PRAYER
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to Christ’s banquet. Feast on God’s gift of grace.
COMMUNION

*THE COMMUNION BLESSING:
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.
C: Amen.

*POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
P: Most High God, you have come among us at this table. By the Spirit’s power,
form us to be bearers of your word, sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all,
through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest.
C: Amen.

*BENEDICTION
P: The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus for whom we
wait.

*SENDING HYMN:

# 27

December 12, 2021
ADVENT 3
FELLOWSHIP
ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who alone does wonders,
who lifts up the lowly, who fills the hungry with good things.
C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P: God for whom we wait,
C: in the presence of one another, we confess our sin before you. We fail in
believing that your good news is for us. We falter in our call to tend your
creation. We find our sense of self in material wealth. We fear those different
from ourselves. We forget that we are your children and turn away from your
love. Forgive us, Blessed One, and assure us again of your saving grace.
Amen.
P: God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! Through the power of the
Holy Spirit, ☩ your sins are forgiven. You are children of the Most High,
inheritors of the eternal promise, and recipients of divine mercy.
God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace.
C: Amen.

*ENTRANCE HYMN

# 32

*GREETING
P: The boundless grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the wisdom of God, and the light
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
*KYRIE
A: In Peace, let us pray to the Lord!

A: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

A: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

A: for this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us
pray to the Lord.

A: Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord.

*SALUTATION

P: The Lord be with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DA Y
All: Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to
the preaching of John, that, rejoicing in your salvation, we may bring forth
the fruits of repentance; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

LIGHTING the CANDLES for the THIRD SUNDAY in ADVENT
P: Leap with love, flames of light,
C: as we begin another week of patient preparation for the birth of Jesus
Christ.
P: As candle flames give a blessed brilliance to the is wintertide,
C: may our gift-giving be part of our preparation for God’s greatest gift,
Emmanuel.
P: May each present we prepare to give be a sign of God’s gift of Life, Joy, and
Peace to our world.
C: May we wrap every Christmas gift with love, so that our gifts become
Advent prayers, awaking our hearts to the true mystery of Christmas.

FIRST LESSON:
15

Genesis 2: 15-24

The Lord GOD took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep
it. 16And the Lord GOD commanded the man, "You may freely eat of every tree of
the garden; 17but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for
in the day that you eat of it you shall die."
18
Then the Lord GOD said, "It is not good that the man should be alone; I will
make him a helper as his partner." 19So out of the ground the Lord GOD formed
every animal of the field and every bird of the air, and brought them to the man to
see what he would call them; and whatever the man called every living creature,
that was its name. 20The man gave names to all cattle, and to the birds of the air,
and to every animal of the field; but for the man there was not found a helper as his
partner. 21So the Lord GOD caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept;
then he took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. 22And the rib that the
Lord GOD had taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the

man. 23Then the man said, "This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my
flesh; this one shall be called Woman, for out of Man this one was taken."
24
Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and clings to his wife, and they
become one flesh.
L: The word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

Please join me in reading Psalm 119: 33-40
33

Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes, and I will observe it to the end.
Give me understanding, that I may keep your law and observe it with my
whole heart.
34

35
36
37
38

39

Lead me in the path of your commandments, for I delight in it.
Turn my heart to your decrees, and not to selfish gain.
Turn my eyes from looking at vanities; give me life in your ways.
Confirm to your servant your promise, which is for those who fear you.

Turn away the disgrace that I dread, for your ordinances are good.
See, I have longed for your precepts; in your righteousness give me life.

40

SECOND LESSON:
5

Leviticus 23: 15-22

And from the day after the sabbath, from the day on which you bring the sheaf of
the elevation offering, you shall count off seven weeks; they shall be
complete. 16You shall count until the day after the seventh sabbath, fifty days; then
you shall present an offering of new grain to the LORD. 17You shall bring from
your settlements two loaves of bread as an elevation offering, each made of twotenths of an ephah; they shall be of choice flour, baked with leaven, as first fruits to
the LORD. 18You shall present with the bread seven lambs a year old without
blemish, one young bull, and two rams; they shall be a burnt offering to the LORD,
along with their grain offering and their drink offerings, an offering by fire of
pleasing odor to the LORD. 19You shall also offer one male goat for a sin offering,
and two male lambs a year old as a sacrifice of well-being. 20The priest shall raise
them with the bread of the first fruits as an elevation offering before the LORD,

together with the two lambs; they shall be holy to the LORD for the priest. 21On
that same day you shall make proclamation; you shall hold a holy convocation; you
shall not work at your occupations. This is a statute forever in all your settlements
throughout your generations.
22
When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap to the very edges of
your field, or gather the gleanings of your harvest; you shall leave them for the
poor and for the alien: I am the LORD your God.
L: The word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

*GOSPEL
P: The Holy Gospel from Ecclesiastes 5: 8-20.

8

If you see in a province the oppression of the poor and the violation of justice and
right, do not be amazed at the matter; for the high official is watched by a higher,
and there are yet higher ones over them. 9But all things considered, this is an
advantage for a land: a king for a plowed field. 10The lover of money will not be
satisfied with money; nor the lover of wealth, with gain. This also is vanity.
11
When goods increase, those who eat them increase; and what gain has their
owner but to see them with his eyes? 12Sweet is the sleep of laborers, whether they
eat little or much; but the surfeit of the rich will not let them sleep. 13There is a
grievous ill that I have seen under the sun: riches were kept by their owners to their
hurt, 14and those riches were lost in a bad venture; though they are parents of
children, they have nothing in their hands. 15As they came from their mother's
womb, so they shall go again, naked as they came; they shall take nothing for their

toil, which they may carry away with their hands. 16This also is a grievous ill: just
as they came, so shall they go; and what gain do they have from toiling for the
wind? 17Besides, all their days they eat in darkness, in much vexation and sickness
and resentment.
18
This is what I have seen to be good: it is fitting to eat and drink and find
enjoyment in all the toil with which one toils under the sun the few days of the life
God gives us; for this is our lot. 19Likewise all to whom God gives wealth and
possessions and whom he enables to enjoy them, and to accept their lot and find
enjoyment in their toil — this is the gift of God. 20For they will scarcely brood over
the days of their lives, because God keeps them occupied with the joy of their
hearts.
P: The Gospel of the Lord.

MESSAGE
Ecclesiates 5:8-20
Today is already the third Sunday of Advent, and the Christmas season is in full
swing. Perhaps you are like me in looking forward to watching the many
Christmas movies that exist. Many of them are classics that are watched year
after year, and add to our enjoyment of the holiday. When I was a child, we
eventually got our first television. Some of you may remember the kind with a
tiny oval screen. Okay, I know I am giving away the fact that I am somewhat
ancient, and this will make me seem even older because one of the Christmas
movies we watched each year was “The Christmas Carol”. Of course, it was in
black and white. I have to admit it was somewhat scary, but none-the –less, it
was part of the holiday season.
A Christmas Carol is one of the best known books in English literature. It has been
adapted into more than 20 movies as well as countless theatre performances and
television programs. In addition to all the live action movies there have been
many animated ones such as The Muppet’s Christmas Carol.

As children it was just a Christmas time movie, but as adults we begin to see the
messages that Charles Dickens strived to impart. In the story, Ebenezer Scrooge
was a nice young boy, but he was sent away to a boarding school. When the
ghost of Christmas Past arrives and takes Scrooge back to his past, Scrooge sees
himself having fun with his school friends, but he also sees himself alone during
the holidays, solitary, abandoned and sad, even though he had a loving sister and
an employer who treated him like a son. He falls in love with a nice girl named
Belle and they plan to get married. At that point in his life, Scrooge had a lot going
for him. However, his poor upbringing meant that he was always worried about
money. He makes the mistake of placing financial security over everything else in
his life, including his relationship with Belle. He allowed his past fears and lack of
what he felt he needed to destroy his future.
The Ghost of Christmas Past then takes him back in time and he visits the house
of Belle on the Christmas Eve that Marley had died years before. Belle is now
happily married and living in a big house with a loving husband and a large family.
At that point, Scrooge begins to realize that he has lost out and that all his money
does not make up for what he had lost and the type of man that he had become.
What Dicken’s wants us all to see is that when we let material things become
more important than the people in our lives, in the end we will lose. In the rush
of the holiday season, shopping, baking cookies, decorating, and on and on, it is
easy to let these tasks take over our lives and our time. Ultimately, we don’t have
the time we would like to have to spend with our family and friends, much less to
think about the true meaning of the Christmas Season.
Yet, in the long run, it is the time we spend with others that really counts. It is the
time we spend with others that they remember in the long run. There are many
material things that my family and friends have given me over the years, yet, what
I mostly remember is the time we have spent together. That is, “memory
making” time. In Scrooge’s case, he was unwilling to spend time with anyone,
because that time could be spent making money; nor was he willing to give
anything to anyone even when he was asked directly to give to the poor.
Let me ask you a question. If you were to boil the Christian life down into one word
what would that word be? My answer would be “Relationships”. When Jesus was
asked what the most important commandment was, He talked about our
relationship with God the Father. It is this daily relationship with our God that

sustains us as we walk through our life here on earth, and Jesus pointedly indicated
that one’s relationship with his fellow man is a close second. It is a safe assumption
then that relationships are at the core of Christian living.
When Scrooge woke up that Christmas morning, he realized that he had been
given a second chance. He knew then that things in his life could change, that
there was still hope. It was this realization that lead to his outburst of joy. He was
a changed person. We too can experience second chances. We can change our
prejudices, our fears, and our tendency to live our lives by the standards of
today’s culture. We can realize the importance of our relationship with God and
those in our life.
As we leave here this morning let us remember that every day we are surrounded
by God’s blessings. Yet, often we simply do not see them. Ultimately, The
Christmas Carol is about transformation, a transformation like Scrooge’s that
makes our lives joyful. Nothing was really changed in Scrooge’s life; he still did the
same work, ate the same food, and sat beside the same fireplace when he was
home. The one thing that did change was his attitude and his perspective on life.
He realized that he needed good relationships with those around him. Scrooge had
been transformed to see life through different lenses. That is my prayer for each
one of us this Advent and Christmas Season. That we would see our lives as God
sees them. May we all be transformed by the grace and mercy of God, and May all
those around us see the love of God shining through our words and our actions?
Amen

HYMN

# 627 (ON THE NEST PAGE)

*APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I
believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power
of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the
third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come
again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen
*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that
yearn for God’s presence.
A brief silence.
Holy God, renew your church and raise up leaders who announce your good news.
Grant peace to congregations and seminarians in the midst of transition. Guide the
work of candidacy and call committees. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Creating God, your Spirit brought forth the earth and all that is in it. Breathe life
into us, that we are inspired to live in harmony with one another and the planet.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Shepherding God, you lead your people in paths of righteousness. Raise up
prophets in our own day who warn against captivity to greed and point us to the
freedom found in generosity. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Nurturing God, you come near in times of worry and need. Cradle us in your arms,
that we trust you and are not afraid. Attend to any who are hungry, imprisoned, or
ill this day (especially). Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Rejoicing God, you exult over us in singing. Enliven the song of this assembly and
bless the ministry of church musicians (especially). With instruments and dance,
join our voices to the song of all creation. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

We give you thanks for your servants who showed us your goodness and grace
(especially). By the power of your Spirit, keep us steadfast in faith until we make
our home with you. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive these
prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus.
Amen.

*THE LORD'S PRAYER
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen
*BENEDICTION
P: May God, who gathers us in love, lead you in pathways of righteousness and
justice. May God, who knows us more deeply than we know ourselves,
lead you in pathways of forgiveness and freedom. May God, who fills us with
good things, lead you in pathways of equity and abundance.
The blessing of the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, be upon you and remain with you
forever.

*SENDING HYMN:

# 25 (on the next page)

*DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Christ is with you.
C: Thanks be to God.
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2007 Augsburg Fortress. All rights
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December 19, 2021
ADVENT 4
FELLOWSHIP
ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who alone does wonders,
who lifts up the lowly, who fills the hungry with good things.
C: Amen.
P: Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P: God for whom we wait,
C: in the presence of one another, we confess our sin before you. We fail in
believing that your good news is for us. We falter in our call to tend your
createon. We find our sense of self in material wealth. We fear those different
from ourselves. We forget that we are your children and turn away from your
love. Forgive us, Blessed One, and assure us again of your saving grace.
Amen.
P: God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! Through the power of the
Holy Spirit, ☩ your sins are forgiven. You are children of the Most High,
inheritors of the eternal promise, and recipients of divine mercy. God strengthens
you anew to follow the way of peace.
C: Amen.

*ENTRANCE HYMN

# 34

*GREETING
P: The boundless grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the wisdom of God, and the light
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

*KYRIE
A: In Peace, let us pray to the Lord!

A: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

A: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

A: for this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us
pray to the Lord.

A: Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord.

*SALUTATION
P: The Lord be with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DA Y
All: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace
and might, free us from the sin that binds us, that we may receive you in joy
and serve you always, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

LIGHTING the CANDLES for the FOURTH SUNDAY in ADVENT
P: Wrapped in winter’s darkness, many circles of Christmas lights point the way to
the birthplace to Emmanuel.
C: Those circles of light that shine everywhere are holy symbols of unity more
brilliant than any galaxy.
P: For when we are one with each other,
C: then Emmanuel is among us.
P: May we treasurer beyond all gifts and all riches the sacred circle of unity that is
always the mystic manger for the birth of God among us.
C: In the busy days of Christmas, let us not break the circle of communion
that was Jesus’ great wish for his disciples.
FIRST LESSON:
Isaiah 12: 1-6
1
You will say in that day: I will give thanks to you, O LORD, for though you were
angry with me, your anger turned away, and you comforted me. 2Surely God is my
salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid, for the Lord GOD is my strength and
my might; he has become my salvation.3With joy you will draw water from the
wells of salvation. 4And you will say in that day: Give thanks to the LORD, call on
his name; make known his deeds among the nations; proclaim that his name is
exalted. 5Sing praises to the LORD, for he has done gloriously; let this be known in
all the earth. 6Shout aloud and sing for joy, O royal Zion, for great in your midst is
the Holy One of Israel.
L: The word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

Please join me in reading Psalm 25: 1-10
1

To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul.
O my God, in you I trust; do not let me be put to shame; do not let my
enemies exult over me.
2

3

Do not let those who wait for you be put to shame; let them be ashamed who are
wantonly treacherous.
4
Make me to know your ways, O LORD; teach me your paths.

5

Lead me in your truth, and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation;
for you I wait all day long.
6
Be mindful of your mercy, O LORD, and of your steadfast love,
for they have been from of old.
7

Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions; according to your
steadfast love remember me, for your goodness' sake, O LORD!
8
Good and upright is the LORD; therefore he instructs sinners in the way.
9

He leads the humble in what is right, and teaches the humble his way.
All the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and faithfulness,
for those who keep his covenant and his decrees.
10

SECOND LESSON:

1 Samuel 1: 9-17

9

After they had eaten and drunk at Shiloh, Hannah rose and presented herself
before the LORD. Now Eli the priest was sitting on the seat beside the doorpost of
the temple of the LORD. 10She was deeply distressed and prayed to the LORD, and
wept bitterly. 11She made this vow: "O LORD of hosts, if only you will look on the
misery of your servant, and remember me, and not forget your servant, but will
give to your servant a male child, then I will set him before you as a nazirite until
the day of his death. He shall drink neither wine nor intoxicants, and no razor shall
touch his head."
12
As she continued praying before the LORD, Eli observed her mouth. 13Hannah
was praying silently; only her lips moved, but her voice was not heard; therefore
Eli thought she was drunk. 14So Eli said to her, "How long will you make a
drunken spectacle of yourself? Put away your wine." 15But Hannah answered, "No,
my lord, I am a woman deeply troubled; I have drunk neither wine nor strong
drink, but I have been pouring out my soul before the LORD. 16Do not regard your
servant as a worthless woman, for I have been speaking out of my great anxiety
and vexation all this time." 17Then Eli answered, "Go in peace; the God of Israel
grant the petition you have made to him."
L: The word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

*GOSPEL
P: The Holy Gospel according to Romans 8th chapter.

22

We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until
now; 23and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the
Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our
bodies. 24For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who
hopes for what is seen? 25But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with
patience.
26
Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as
we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. 27And God,
who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit
intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.
28
We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are
called according to his purpose. 29For those whom he foreknew he also predestined
to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn
within a large family. 30And those whom he predestined he also called; and those
whom he called he also justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified.
P: The Gospel of the Lord.

MESSAGE

Romans 8:22-30
In just a few days, it will be Christmas, and our homes will be strewed with torn
pieces of wrapping paper and bows. Yet, it is a celebration of the greatest gift
anyone has ever received that really counts. That is, the Christ Child who
ultimately brought eternal life and hope to all those who believe. Jesus’ life was
and is indeed a gift to be treasured for all people of all times and places. Our lives
are also a gift to be treasured and used for God’s glory.
For many of us, Christmas also signals that another year of our life is almost over,
and it causes us to evaluate our own lives and to make a judgement on how we
think we did during the year. Often the touch stones that we use to judge
ourselves have more to do with earthly things than the heavenly. Sometimes all
we can think about are the parts of the past year that we see as a failure.
I am sure that we are all familiar with the film made in 1946 staring Jimmy
Stewart and Donna Reed, “It’s a Wonderful Life.” Although those of us who have
seen the film would unwaveringly class it as a ‘feel-good’ movie, the first part of
the film comprises a far from ‘perfect’ story. The scenes trace the darkness of the
leading character, George, and his mood as his mounting personal and financial
troubles plunge him to the brink of ruin and into an abyss of despair and suicide.
Like many of our lives, George’s life does not go as planned. Just as he is about to
embarq on a great adventure, he is called to give up his plans and take his father’s
place in the bank. Yet, he still has hope that he will eventually be able to take the
trip he has planned. As life seems to go, things again do not go as planned.
Harry, George’s brother is expected to come back and take George’s place in the
bank after he graduates from college, but Harry is soon called off to war where he
becomes a war hero. George’s life becomes consumed with keeping this small
business afloat. He marries his childhood sweetheart named Mary, and just as
they’re leaving town on their exotic honeymoon, there comes a run on the bank,
and it takes all of their travel money to keep the bank from going under.
Then, at midlife, George comes to the end of his rope. And to top it all off, his
partner, his Uncle Billy loses $8,000 on Christmas Eve, and George is threatened
with scandal, disgrace, and even prison. That’s when George decides it would
have been better if he had never been born. So, in a half-drunken stupor, he
desperately prays to God.
Notice that when George gets to the end of the rope, he realizes that he cannot
move ahead by his own power, but needs God’s help. George, in effect,
surrenders his life to God’s direction. Although George’s prayer is made because
he was desperate, God answered his prayer by sending him a guardian angel

named Clarence Oddbody. Clarence is trying to earn his wings so, when George
wishes that he had never been born, Clarence grants his wish. George gets to
experience an enlightening evening, seeing what Bedford Falls would have been
like if he had never been born. He finds out how incredibly different things would
have turned out for, not only his loved ones, but the whole town, if he hadn’t
been around.
George’s is a story about broken dreams, and ultimately a story of despair and
hope that we can all relate to. Advent tells this story too, because we, God’s
people, can experience God’s good news anew in the hope of Christ that
overcomes the despair of the world.
My guess is that at one time or another, we have all experienced heartfelt
disappointment, just as George expressed. It is easy to feel that we have been
deprived of certain opportunities. We wish that we had taken another path that
would have led us in a different direction. Perhaps, at times, we have made
sacrifices in our lives for other people and we have never been rewarded in any
way for how those sacrifices changed that part of our lives.
Jesus Christ, the Son of God says to us “My purpose is to give life in all its
fullness”. This Life is ‘Wonderful’ because it enables us to reach our potential.
Such a promise seems alien to the troubled, broken lives that surround us. Lives
where disappointment and shattered ideals wear us down. A world where many
people have come to exist with numbed and neutral expectations.
I don’t know if we have guardian angels or not, I like to think so, but regardless,
Advent and Christmas can be a time where we take stock of our value in this
world. We can contemplate the purpose that God has given us. We can ask
ourselves, how is it that we can make a difference in our own little corner of the
world?
As we leave here this morning, let us too surrender our all to God, going to Him in
prayer and thanksgiving. Let it be a time that we let God heal our hearts, all the
hurts and disappointments that have accumulated and that steal our joy. Let us
not let the season drift by in a flurry of Christmas activities, without recognizing
the greatest gift that we ave been given, the hope that the Christ Child brings, for
it really is a “Wonderful Life!” Amen
HYMN

# 632

*APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I
believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power
of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the
third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that
yearn for God’s presence.
A brief silence.
Nurturing God, you give us life and care for our every need. Use the church’s gifts
and ministries for your service, bringing your word to all who seek your
transforming grace. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Creator God, you proclaim your boundless love for all that you have made. Renew
barren lands, polluted waters, and melting ice caps. Make us servants of your
creation that brings forth abundant life. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Righteous God, you bring down the mighty and lift up the lowly. Strengthen those
who seek justice. Bless the work of community organizers, activists, journalists,
and all who call our attention to imbalances of power. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Compassionate God, you proclaim your love and mercy. Show your
lovingkindness to teen parents and those who are pregnant. Comfort any struggling
with infertility and those who await test results, are in treatment and hospice care,
and others in need (especially). Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Gracious God, you fill the hungry with good things. Bless the feeding ministries of
this congregation and community. Guide us to share your bounty with those who
hunger or live in poverty. Hear us, O God.
Your
mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
Faithful God, you stir up the hearts of those who love you. We give you thanks for
those who, like Mary, were courageous in their witness (especially). Give us such
courage until that day when you fulfill all things. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive these
prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus.
Amen.

*THE LORD'S PRAYER
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen
*BENEDICTION
P: The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus for whom we
wait.

*SENDING HYMN:

# 26 (on the next page)

*DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Christ is with you.
C: Thanks be to God.
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Christmas Eve
In winter’s deepest night, we welcome the light of the Christ child. Isaiah
declares that the light of the long-promised king will illumine the world and bring
endless peace and justice. Paul reminds us that the grace of God through Jesus
Christ brings salvation to all people. The angels declare that Jesus’ birth is good and
joyful news for everyone, including lowly shepherds. Filled with the light that shines
in our lives, we go forth to share the light of Christ with the whole world.

GREETING
PRELUDE
*GATHERING HYMN

# 45

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who sends the word with angels,
who is made flesh among all peoples, and who breathes peace on all the earth.
C: Amen.
P: In Christ, we are bold to name our sin and cry out for peace.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P: Holy God,
C: we confess our sin before you. We replace compassion with competition.
We seek what is mighty while ignoring the meek. We are quick to anger but
slow to forgive. We have not put on love in harmony with you. Wrap us in the
grace of your powerful Word. Swaddle our hearts with your peace, that all we
do, in word or deed, may reflect your love born among us. Amen.
P: I bring you good news of great joy for all people: God has come among us in the
child born of Mary, Christ the Lord. ☩ In Christ your sins are forgiven and you are
clothed in peace.
C: Amen.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
All: Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the
true Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’
presence and in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

FIRST LESSON:

Isaiah 9: 2-7

This poem promises deliverance from Assyrian oppression, a hope based on the
birth of a royal child with a name full of promise. While Judah’s king will practice
justice and righteousness, the real basis for faith lies in God’s passion for the
people: The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this!
2

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a
land of deep darkness—on them light has shined. 3You have multiplied the nation,
you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as
people exult when dividing plunder. 4For the yoke of their burden, and the bar

across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of
Midian. 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in
blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 6For a child has been born for us, a son
given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7His authority shall
grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his
kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from
this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.
L: The word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

Please join me in responsively reading Psalm 96.
1

Sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth.
2
Sing to the LORD, bless the name of the LORD; proclaim God's
salvation from day to day.

3

Declare God's glory among the nations and God's wonders among all peoples.
4
For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised, more to be
feared than all gods.

5

As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; but you, O LORD, have made
the heavens.
6
Majesty and magnificence are in your presence; power and
splendor are in your sanctuary.
7

Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples, ascribe to the LORD honor and
power.
8
Ascribe to the LORD the honor due the holy name; bring offerings
and enter the courts of the LORD.
9

Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness; tremble before the LORD, all the
earth.
10
Tell it out among the nations: "The LORD is king! The one
who
made the world so firm that it cannot be moved will judge the peoples with
equity."
11

Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; let the sea thunder and all that is
in it; let the field be joyful and all that is therein.
12
Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy at your coming, O
LORD, for you come to judge the earth.

13

You will judge the world with righteousness and the peoples with your truth.

SECOND LESSON:

Titus 2: 11-14

The appearance of God’s grace in Jesus Christ brings salvation for all humanity.
Consequently, in the present we live wisely and justly while also anticipating the
hope of our Savior’s final appearance.
11

The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training us to
renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are
self-controlled, upright, and godly, 13while we wait for the blessed hope and the
manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. 14He it is who
gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself
a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds.
L: The word of the Lord.
*GOSPEL

C: Thanks be to God.
Luke 2: 1-14

God?s greatest gift comes as a baby in a manger. Angels announce the ?good news
of great joy? and proclaim God?s blessing of peace.
P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke 2nd chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
1

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should
be registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was
governor of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went
from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5He
went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting
a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
8
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over
their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of
the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them,
“Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the
people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah,

the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of
cloth and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude
of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 14“Glory to God in the highest
heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”
LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE
P: Gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to you, O Christ.

MEDITATION
LUKE 2:1-14
I think you will agree with me that there’s just something about Christmas that is
uplifting. Despite the fact that we have spent the last several weeks getting
ready, decorating, shopping, wrapping gifts, and perhaps even attending holiday
parties, and despite being somewhat frazzled, there is an element of joy in our
hearts as we approach the big day. There is a sense of wonder as we come out at
night on Christmas Eve; a wonder of listening to the Word of ages past and finding
comfort in the familiar story of the birth of the Christ Child.
The greatest announcement ever made in the history of the world is, “To you is
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.” One
wonders if even Mary and Joseph realized the full significance of Jesus birth that
night in the stable. Perhaps the bigger question is whether we today realize the
full significance of the Christ Child’s birth.
Tonight we celebrate not only the birth of merely a wise man, not only a great
teacher, and certainly not simply a prophet of God; we celebrate God in the flesh,
the promised Messiah; the Christ Child who came into the world to save the world.
A child being born in accordance with God’s promise from the beginning.
In today’s society Jesus would most likely be voted as one of the most unlikely to
achieve much of anything. After all Mary was a teenage mother, and Joseph only
a lowly carpenter. Jesus was born into poverty, lying in straw in the feed dish for
the animals. Yet, it is the birth of Christ Child that brought hope to a world that
was hurting then and is still hurting today. Without the birth of Jesus, His death
and resurrection, there would be no hope for eternal life or for peace in our
hearts.

Peace is not just the absence of conflict but the presence of something
very special: justice, beauty, goodness, wholeness, and God’s very
spirit. The question I ask you this evening is, “Do you truly have peace
with God?” Are you secure in your daily walk and relat ionship with the
Lord? If your faith is in Christ, then Jesus has not abandoned you but has come
to live in you by his Holy Spirit. And he offers you his peace. As John 14: 27 tells
us, Jesus said, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as
the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.”
Tomorrow many of us will gather around the table with family and friends. Ten to
one, some of us will have a family members at that table who are opinionated or
argumentative. So, my second question is, “Do you have peace with others?”
Can you let the peace that only God gives, keep you calm and positive no matter
what happens in any situation. Let me assure you that if your faith is in Christ,
then he has given you all the resources you need to do your part in living in
peaceful relationships with those around you. And after you have done your part,
you may ask Jesus in prayer to work in the other person’s heart that you may live
in peace.
Tonight, in this beautiful sanctuary, together with family, friends, and neighbors,
we sing the familiar carols, and thank God for the most precious gift we can ever
receive, the Christ Child. As we light and hold our candles tonight, let us never
forget that Jesus is the light of the world. Without Him, there could be no peace
or hope in our hearts. Let us never forget that no matter what happens around us
in the world, the Christ Child born so long ago still remains with us and will
forever more. God’s blessings to each of you on this most holy of night, and
“peace on earth and good will to all men.”
Amen

*HYMN

# 71

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Joining our voices with the heavenly host and Christians throughout time and
space, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in need.
A brief silence.
Love proclaims that a Savior has been born to us! Inspire your church throughout
the world to proclaim the good news of Jesus’ birth to all who seek salvation, hope,
and new life. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Love whispers to a weary world that the time for rest and restoration has come.
Maintain healthy cycles of wake and sleep for all creatures. Where light pollution
disrupts natural rhythms, encourage new practices. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Love cries to a warring world that the time for peace is at hand. Direct those in
power who make decisions on behalf of others, that they nurture and sustain all
that is healthy, good, and holy. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Love sings through the wails of a newborn baby. Respond to all who cry out in
pain, despair, or need this night (especially). Bring comfort to those for whom
separation, grief, or loss makes the Christmas season especially difficult. Merciful
God,
receive our prayer.
Love murmurs words of comfort to a newborn child and exhausted parents. Bless
new and expectant parents or caregivers, especially those who are alone or afraid
this night. Pour out your love upon families of every kind. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
God’s ever-present love is proclaimed through the faithful who came before us.
We give you thanks for Mary, John the baptizer, Elizabeth his mother, Joseph the
dreamer, and all who point toward your love (especially). Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Rejoicing in your Word made flesh among us, we commend these prayers to you,
confident of your grace and love made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

*THE LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

*CANDLELIGHTING

*PRAYER BY PASTOR
*SILENT MEDITATION
*BENEDICTION
P: The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus, the Word
made flesh.

*SENDING HYMN:

*DISMISSAL

# 39

P: Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior.
C: Thanks be to God.

December 26

Lessons and Carols
Christmas 1

On the first Sunday of Christmas we find the boy Samuel and the boy Jesus, both in
the temple, both growing in wisdom and stature and in favor with God and humankind. We
too have returned to the house of God “to sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God,”
who has gifted us with a savior. As the festival continues, “let the peace of Christ rule in
your hearts.” It is Christmas, still.

FELLOWSHIP & ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE
*GATHERING SONG

*DIALOGUE
P: Jesus, the bright Morning Star, shines light in the world.
C: By day and night he shines for all to see.

# 43

P: Jesus was born in the midst of injustice and poverty
C: that the world may see the justice and richness of God.
P: God so loved the world that God sent Jesus,
C: so that all who believed in him may not perish but have eternal life.
P: Jesus is the light of the world.
C: Jesus is the light of our lives.
P: Sing to God a new song!
C: A song of hope, joy, and peace around the world.
*OPENING PRAYER
P. The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
All: Shine into our hearts the light of your wisdom, O God, and open our
minds to the knowledge of your word, that in all things we may think and act
according to your good will and may live continually in the light of your Son,
Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.
FIRST READING:

1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26

Having dedicated her son Samuel to God’s service, Hannah visits him every year
when she and her husband Elkanah come to the temple to offer sacrifices. God
grants Hannah more children, and Samuel himself gains favor in the sight of all.
18

Samuel was ministering before the LORD, a boy wearing a linen ephod. 19His
mother used to make for him a little robe and take it to him each year, when she
went up with her husband to offer the yearly sacrifice. 20Then Eli would bless
Elkanah and his wife, and say, “May the LORD repay you with children by this
woman for the gift that she made to the LORD”; and then they would return to their
home.
26
Now the boy Samuel continued to grow both in stature and in favor with
the LORD and with the people.
The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

PICK A CAROL

PLEASE JOIN IN RESPONSIVELY READING PSALM 148
1

Hallelujah! Praise the LORD from the heavens; praise God in the heights.
2
Praise the LORD, all you angels; sing praise, all you hosts of heaven.
3
4

Praise the LORD, sun and moon; sing praise, all you shining stars.
Praise the LORD, heaven of heavens, and you waters above the heavens.

5

Let them praise the name of the LORD, who commanded, and they were created,
who made them stand fast forever and ever, giving them a law that shall
not pass away.
6

7
8
9

Praise the LORD from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps;
fire and hail, snow and fog, tempestuous wind, doing God’s will;
mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars;
wild beasts and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds;

10
11

sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the world;
12
young men and maidens, old and young together.
13

Let them praise the name of the LORD, whose name only is exalted, whose
splendor is over earth and heaven.
14
The LORD has raised up strength for the people and praise for all faithful
servants, the children of Israel, a people who are near the LORD. Hallelujah!

PICK A CAROL
SECOND READING:
Colossians 3:12-17
Just as newly baptized Christians in the early church were clothed with new
garments upon arising from the baptismal waters, so all who have received God’s
gift of life in Jesus Christ are covered with the character of Christ.
As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion,
kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. 13Bear with one another and, if anyone
has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven
you, so you also must forgive. 14Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which
binds everything together in perfect harmony. 15And let the peace of Christ rule in
12

your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be
thankful. 16Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one
another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and
spiritual songs to God. 17And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in
the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.
The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

PICK A CAROL

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

*GOSPEL
Luke 2:41-52
Jesus grew up in a family that went to the Passover festival each year. It was in
this environment of faithful adherence to the law that Jesus grew into spiritual
maturity and an understanding of his identity and mission.
L: The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 2nd chapter.

Now every year [Jesus’] parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the
Passover. 42And when he was twelve years old, they went up as usual for the
festival. 43When the festival was ended and they started to return, the boy Jesus
stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it. 44Assuming that he was
in the group of travelers, they went a day’s journey. Then they started to look for
him among their relatives and friends. 45When they did not find him, they returned
to Jerusalem to search for him. 46After three days they found him in the temple,
sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47And all
41

who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers. 48When his
parents saw him they were astonished; and his mother said to him, “Child, why
have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I have been searching for you
in great anxiety.” 49He said to them, “Why were you searching for me? Did you not
know that I must be in my Father’s house?” 50But they did not understand what he
said to them. 51Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was
obedient to them. His mother treasured all these things in her heart.
52
And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favor.
L: Gospel of the Lord.

PICK A CAROL
RESPONSIVE DIALOG
It is you, loving God, who lights our path with truth.
Your Word, Jesus, is truth.
In his light, draw all to the manger
to gather in wonder with the shepherds.
In his light, draw all to the manger
to kneel in reverence with the wise ones.
In his light, draw all to the manger
to sing for joy with the angels.
In the brightness of his life
cast away the darkness of injustice, poverty, and hunger in the world.
It is you, loving God, who meets us on our way.
In the light of Jesus, show the world the way of life.
*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Joining our voices with the heavenly host and Christians throughout time and
space, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in need.
A brief silence.

You come to us in gatherings of your church across the globe. Unite us with those
who celebrate your birth even when they are weighed down by grief, loss, poverty,
hunger, or injustice. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
You come to us in the diverse splendor of the universe. Grant us the humility to
trust our place in the network of creation, that we live in service to you and the
natural world. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
You come to us through relationships of many kinds: families, friendships,
communities, and nations. Guide us in these relationships, that we recognize the
Christ child in one another and show your love to those most vulnerable. Merciful
God,
receive our prayer.
You come to us through people whom the world forgets. Poor shepherds and an
imprisoned Paul announced your good news. Send your Spirit to all who are
imprisoned, struggling with addiction, unwell, or in any need this day (especially).
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
You come to us in acts of justice and forgiveness. Open our hearts to forgive one
another, without permitting injustice. Supply us with the wisdom to be clothed
with love, binding all things together in perfect harmony. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
You come to us through those who have died yet live with you forever (especially).
We give thanks for Stephen, deacon and martyr, who gave his life to tell the story
of your love. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Rejoicing in your Word made flesh among us, we commend these prayers to you,
confident of your grace and love made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.
*THE LORD'S PRAYER
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

*BLESSING
P: The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus, the Word
made flesh.

*SENDING SONG

# 55

*DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior.
C: Thanks be to God.
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