
                                                                            January 2022 

 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR                                                          

Dear friends, 

Here we are at the beginning of a New Year!  When I look back over the past year, 

I realize how generous all of you have been in giving to the Church, but also to all 

the projects, like the Guardian Angel Project, which help those in our community.  

It warms my heart as serving our Lord Jesus and our neighbors is what it is all 

about.  I look forward to continuing our good works in this upcoming year.  

Together we can accomplish much. 

Ephesians 4:22-24 gives us good advice, “You were taught, with regard to your 

former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its 

deceitful desires; to be made new in the attitude of your minds; and to put on the 

new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness.  I particularly 

like, “to be making new in the attitude of our minds.”  Often, we think we are too 

old, too tired, or too busy to do certain things.  Yet, if we believe we can, with 

God’s help, we can do much.  There are many little things that each of us can do, 

such as sending a card to someone we have not seen for a while, that can really 

make a difference in their lives.   



My hope is that we will all work together to grow in Christ in any way that we can, 

and to continue to love and serve wherever we are needed. 

May God Bless You and Your Loved Ones with Prosperity, Good Health, and 

Happiness in the New Year. 

Pastor Linda 

 

Health Care Facilities:      Dot Berrier, Ruth Dunkelberger,  Marhtea Keck. 

At home:   Joan Carroll, Marilyn Eckert, Martha & Dick Hoffner. 

Friends & Neighbors: Jean & Bob Anstine,  Louise Clouser, Lovell Kahley, Linda 

Loy, Ted Russ, and Ruth Shepherd. 

Everyone affected by the COVID-19 virus in any way. 

Please contact the office (717-582-4356) with additions, corrections or deletions. 

 

 THANK YOU YOUTH GROUP! 

A big thank you to the Youth Group, all the volunteers, and those who donated 

toys!  The toy drive was a great success and 178 toys were collected and delivered 

to Join Hands!   

 

 

Many thanks to all who made cookies for the Truck 

Stop Ministry and to Olive Stoops for delivering 

them for us! 210 bags of cookies were delivered! 

WOW, thank you so much for your cookies!! 



NEW YEAR’S TRADITIONS AROUND THE WORLD! 

New Year’s traditions are unique to their country of origin, drawing upon specific 

objects, cuisines, and celebrations that are inherent to their culture. The earliest 

recorded New Year’s festivities date back to ancient Babylon. 

Denmark 

 One of the most popular New Year’s traditions in Denmark involves 

smashing plates and old dishes. Danish residents save their unused dinnerware and 

affectionately shatter them against doors of their families and friends as a way to 

ward off bad spirits. 

 Festival of Saint Basil (Greece) 

The Greek celebration of the New Year is also known as the Festival of Saint 

Basil, honoring the founder of the Greek Orthodox Church. Each year, there are a 

number of celebrations that take place as a means to attract luck and bring 

prosperity. An onion, for example, is traditionally hung on the door of homes as a 

symbol of rebirth, and on New Year’s Day, parents wake children by tapping them 

on the head with the onion. 

Another customary Greek tradition is consuming Vasilopita, or Saint Basil’s cake. 

This cake is baked with a silver or gold coin inside, and whoever finds the coin in 

their slice is considered especially lucky in the coming year. 

Switzerland 

In celebration of the New Year, the Swiss channel good luck, wealth, and 

abundance by dropping a dollop of ice cream on the floor at midnight. They also 

line the streets in colorful costumes and perform symbolic ceremonies intended to 

chase away negative spirits. 

TICKLE YOUR FUNNY BONE!  (See answers at the end of the newsletter.) 

 

1. Why didn’t Noah go fishing? 

2. How do we know that they played cards in the ark? 

3. What do they call pastors in Germany? 

 

https://www.invaluable.com/search?keyword=plates
https://www.invaluable.com/coins-money-stamps/cc-SV4INCVA01/


    

       WE NEED YOUR HELP ON SUNDAY MORNINGS! 

We need readers to read the Scripture lessons on Sunday mornings.  Even if you can 

read just one Sunday, we can use your help!  Please let Sue Adams know if you are 

willing to read and when.  Sue can be reached at 717-440-0938.   

 

Lectors scheduled for January are:   Jan. 2 – Olive Stoops 

           Jan. 9 – Ashley Eckert 

           Jan. 16 – Suzanne Eicher 

           Jan. 23 – Sam Spotts 

           Jan. 30 – Emma Eicher 

 

 DON’T FORGET TO FEED YOUR PIGGY! 

The Youth Group will again be collecting change (paper money too!) for the ELCA 

Good Gifts project.  Did you know that just $30 can provide a piglet to a family in 

need. When this little piggy grows up, she will give birth to as many as 16 piglets 

each year. Pigs help fertilize fields, provide food to eat and can be sold at market 

for much-needed income. What a BIG difference a pig can make! Please pick up 

How You Can Personally Help! 

 Use bar soap rather than bottled, it last longer and 

there is no plastic bottle to throw away.   

 Take 5-minute showers 

 Use Rechargeable batteries 
 



your “piggy bank” on the table in the narthex, and bring them back by the second 

Sunday in January.  This is a way to bless our neighbors around the world, and to 

help them help themselves!   

 

      

the group.  “I Am Malala is the remarkable tale of a family uprooted by global 

terrorism, of the fight for girls’ education, of a father who himself, a school 

owner, championed and encouraged his daughter to write and attend school, and 

of brave parents who have a fierce love for their daughter in a society that prizes 

sons.  I Am Malala will make you believe in the power of one person’s voice to 

inspire change in the world.” 

 

JANUARY CALENDAR 

January 2 – Christmas 2 – communion 

January 9 – Baptism of Our Lord – Piggy banks are due now. 

January 11 – weather permitting Council Meeting, 7 p.m. in the Sunday school 

room. 

January 16 – Epiphany 2 

January 23 – Epiphany 3 

January 30 – Epiphany 4 

 

TICKLE YOUR FUNNY BONE ANSWERS  

1. He only had two worms!       2. Because Noah sat on the deck 

3. German Shepherds. 

Book Discussion – Coming in 2022! 

If you are interested in reading and discussing the book, “I 

Am Malala, The Girl Who Stood Up For Education and Was 

Shot by the Taliban, please sign the sheet in the narthex.  A 

date and time will then be determined to accommodate 

the 



JANUARY WORSHIP 

January 2, 2022 – Christmas 2 

Within the gospel reading’s profound words lies the simple message that God is 

revealed in a human person. Though we may try to understand how the Word 

existed with God from the beginning of time, the wonder we celebrate at Christmas 

is that the Word continues to dwell among us. Christ comes among us in the 

gathered assembly, the scriptures, the waters of new birth, and the bread and the 

wine. Through these ordinary gifts we receive the fullness of God’s grace and truth. 

FELLOWSHIP 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who sends the word with angels, who is 

made flesh among all peoples, and who breathes peace on all the earth. 

C: Amen. 

P: In Christ, we are bold to name our sin and cry out for peace. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: Holy God, 

C: we confess our sin before you. We replace compassion with competition. 

We seek what is mighty while ignoring the meek. We are quick to anger but 

slow to forgive. We have not put on love in harmony with you. Wrap us in the 

grace of your powerful Word. Swaddle our hearts with your peace, that all we 

do, in word or deed, may reflect your love born among us. Amen. 

P: I bring you good news of great joy for all people: God has come among us in the 

child born of Mary, Christ the Lord. ☩ In Christ your sins are forgiven and you are 

clothed in peace. 

C: Amen. 

 

 *ENTRANCE HYMN  # 41 



 

 

 



 *GREETING 

P: The boundless grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the wisdom of God, and the light 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

*KYRIE  

A: In Peace, let us pray to the Lord! 

 

A: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

A: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and 

for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

A: for this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us 

pray to the Lord. 

 

A: Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord.  

 

* HYMN OF PRAISE 

A: This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia. 



 

 

 

 

*SALUTATION 

P: The Lord be with you. 

 



*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

All: Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your 

incarnate Word. By your grace empower us to reflect your light in all that we 

do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

FIRST LESSON: 1 Kings 3: 4-15 

4The king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the principal high place; 

Solomon used to offer a thousand burnt offerings on that altar. 5At Gibeon the 

LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, "Ask what I 

should give you." 6And Solomon said, "You have shown great and steadfast love to 

your servant my father David, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in 

righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you; and you have kept for him 

this great and steadfast love, and have given him a son to sit on his throne 

today. 7And now, O LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place of 

my father David, although I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or 

come in. 8And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a 

great people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. 9Give your servant 

therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between 

good and evil; for who can govern this your great people?" 
10It pleased the LORD that Solomon had asked this. 11God said to him, "Because 

you have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the 

life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is 

right, 12I now do according to your word. Indeed I give you a wise and discerning 

mind; no one like you has been before you and no one like you shall arise after 

you. 13I give you also what you have not asked, both riches and honor all your life; 

no other king shall compare with you. 14If you will walk in my ways, keeping my 

statutes and my commandments, as your father David walked, then I will lengthen 

your life." 
15Then Solomon awoke; it had been a dream. He came to Jerusalem where he stood 

before the ark of the covenant of the LORD. He offered up burnt offerings and 

offerings of well-being, and provided a feast for all his servants. 

 

L: The word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God. 



Please join me in responsively reading Psalm 119: 

 97Oh, how I love your law!  It is my meditation all day long. 

 98Your commandment makes me wiser than my enemies, 

 for it is always with me. 

 99I have more understanding than all my teachers, for your decrees are my 

meditation. 

 100I understand more than the aged, for I keep your precepts. 

 101I hold back my feet from every evil way, in order to keep your word. 

 102I do not turn away from your ordinances, for you have taught me. 

 103How sweet are your words to my taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth! 

 104Through your precepts I get understanding; therefore I hate every false 

way. 

 SECOND LESSON:  Ephesians 1: 3-14 

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in 

Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4just as he chose us in 

Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in 

love. 5He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according 

to the good pleasure of his will, 6to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely 

bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7In him we have redemption through his blood, the 

forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace 8that he lavished 

on us. With all wisdom and insight 9he has made known to us the mystery of his 

will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, 10as a plan for the 

fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on 

earth. 11In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined 

according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his 

counsel and will, 12so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might 

live for the praise of his glory. 13In him you also, when you had heard the word of 

truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the 

seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 14this is the pledge of our inheritance toward 

redemption as God's own people, to the praise of his glory.  

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God. 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 



 

*GOSPEL  

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 2nd  chapter. 

 

40The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was 

upon him. 
41Now every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the 

Passover. 42And when he was twelve years old, they went up as usual for the 

festival. 43When the festival was ended and they started to return, the boy Jesus 

stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it. 44Assuming that he was 

in the group of travelers, they went a day's journey. Then they started to look for 

him among their relatives and friends. 45When they did not find him, they returned 

to Jerusalem to search for him. 46After three days they found him in the temple, 

sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47And all 

who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers. 48When his 

parents saw him they were astonished; and his mother said to him, "Child, why 

have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I have been searching for you 

in great anxiety." 49He said to them, "Why were you searching for me? Did you not 

know that I must be in my Father's house?" 50But they did not understand what he 

said to them. 51Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was 

obedient to them. His mother treasured all these things in her heart. 
52And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favor. 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

 



MESSAGE  

 Luke 2:40-52  

New Years is a time we look back at the year or years gone by; a time to reflect on 

the progress we've made and to make new plans for the coming year.  The New 

Year always brings about thoughts of making a “New Year’s Resolution.”  One 

year I resolved to floss my teeth every morning and evening. It lasted about 6 

weeks.  I usually make at least a mental note to lose weight every year and you can 

all see how that is going.  My guess is that most New Year’s Resolution don’t  

make it more than a month or two.   

Can you guess what the top New Year’s Resolution is?  Yep….Losing Weight!  

Let me share a little story with you. A woman walked into her bathroom at home. 

As she did, she saw her husband weighing himself on the bathroom scales, sucking 

in his stomach. The woman thought to herself, "He thinks that he will weigh less 

by sucking in his stomach." So, the woman rather sarcastically said to her husband, 

"That’s not going to help." To which her husband replied, "Sure it will. It’s the 

only way I can see the numbers." 

Perhaps Mary and Joseph’s New Year resolution so many years ago involved 

making  sure that Jesus was with them when leaving to go anywhere.  As a parent, 

have you ever lost one of your children, even for a few minutes?  I know I have, 

and when I think of those times, I can still feel my heart pounding and the anxiety 

bubbling up. So, I can imagine, just a little bit, what Mary and Joseph must have 

felt after a full day, when they discovered that Jesus was not with the group.  

Maybe you are wondering, how could this possibly happen?  The answer is really a 

quite simple one.  Families and friends traveled together for protection.  As we 

often say today, there is safety in numbers.  The group would have gathered at a 

certain time and spot in Jerusalem and left as a large group.  Perhaps Mary thought 

Jesus was with Joseph, and Joseph thought he was with Mary, or maybe they both 

thought He was with other family members or friends.  They really would not have 

had any reason to think that Jesus was not in the group as they left the city, that is 

until they stopped for the night to camp and prepare food for their supper. 

You can also imagine how long a day’s walk must have felt as Mary and Joseph 

headed back to Jerusalem to search for Jesus, a search that we are told took three 

day,  and their great relief when they found Him in the temple.   



There Jesus was, sitting in the temple court with the teachers, and we are told they 

were astonished at Jesus’ questions and comments.  Now I think we can all relate 

when Mary says to him, “Son, why have you treated us like this?  Your father and I 

have been anxiously searching for you.”  I don’t know about you but along with 

the relief of finding him, I hear just a tinge of underlying anger.  I know I would 

have been angry.  Jesus’ reply does not help the situation at all.  “Why were you 

searching for me?  He asked.  Didn’t you know I had to be in my Father’s house?”   

As we have seen as we study the New Testament, to do the will of God was the 

most important priority of Jesus’ life.  The priority of Jesus is His Father’s house, 

His Father’s business.  It is a must that Jesus do what the Father wants Him to do! 

And as we know, Jesus did His Father’s will even to dying on the cross for our 

sins.  How can we ever forget His cry from the cross, “My God, my God, why 

have you forsake me?” 

Notice that we are told that Jesus’ parents did not understand what he was saying 

to them.  Jesus was now 12 years old and the world was just getting a first glimpse 

of what made Him exceptional.  Before that and about 18 years after that until 

Jesus started His ministry, His life was pretty mundane.  Jesus would have been 

like every other young child, even going through the terrible twos, as we call them.   

What we learn today is exceptional though! Before this, in all of the gospel 

accounts the Jesus has not spoken a single word. Of course, he spoke before age 

12, but none of His words are recorded. Most likely those words were just the 

ordinary words that all young boys spoke. 

“Why were you looking for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s 

house?” In those short phrases Jesus revealed to his parents and those listening 

who He is and His purpose. Mary and Joseph should have understood, but their 

weariness and frustration about searching out the boy got the better of them. Had 

they forgotten his miraculous conception announced by the angels and that indeed 

Jesus would be called the Son of God? Of course, they remembered, but they still 

did not understand exactly what that would mean. Already, Mary was learning 

what Simeon meant that her soul would be pierced as a result of this child. She’s 

learning that her child doesn’t belong to her alone, that though a faithful child, his 

fidelity to God will always take precedence and he in fact belongs not just to her 

and Joseph, but the entire world. Indeed, he was beginning to show them he is the 

only Son of the Father, full of grace and truth. 



Over the past several weeks we prepared for Jesus’ coming in Advent, then 

celebrated His birth at Christmas and now we celebrate the New Year, looking to 

the future.  As we leave here this morning, I pray that God will help each one of us 

focus on making God the center of our life.  Just think what we can accomplish 

together if like Jesus we say to ourselves, “I must be about our Father’s business.”   

Let us remember that just as Jesus’ parents did not understand, not everyone is 

going to understand when we start making sacrifices to do God’s will.  As God’s 

disciples, we have to decide at times whether we are going to please God or please 

man!  May the peace of God, our Father, which transcends all understanding, 

guard your hearts and minds.  May you enjoy many blessings in the upcoming 

year, and may we work together to further God’s Work!  Amen 

HYMN # 40 

 

 



 

 

*APOSTLES CREED 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I 

believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power 

of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the 

third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 

hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I 

believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen 

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

Joining our voices with the heavenly host and Christians throughout time and 

space, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

You make yourself known in the gift of language in diverse forms. Draw our 

attention to those who communicate through sign, braille, and technology. Make 



your church a place where all methods of communication are celebrated. Merciful 

God,         receive our prayer. 

Creating God, the sun greets us anew each morning. Thank you for waking us up 

today to witness and share your abundance. Awaken us always to your wisdom and 

deepen our care for your natural world. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Emmanuel, in your name we are assured that you are with us. Train nations and 

peoples to honor and respect one another, especially those whose names and 

identities have been mistreated, neglected, or oppressed. Merciful God,  

         receive our prayer. 

You adopt us as your beloved ones. Accompany parents and children navigating 

the adoption process, especially those in the foster system. Sustain those struggling 

with infertility or pregnancy loss. Tenderly embrace all in need (especially). 

Merciful God,       receive our prayer. 

You journey with us through change. Guide those assuming new roles in this 

congregation or making transitions in their families, workplaces, or communities 

(especially). As the seasons and the calendar change, equip us for unexpected 

challenges. Merciful God,     receive our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

We give you thanks for all who modeled lives of loving service (especially 

Wilhelm Loehe, whom we commemorate today). Lead us in your grace until, with 

all your saints, we enter the fullness of your glory. Merciful God,   

         receive our prayer. 

Rejoicing in your Word made flesh among us, we commend these prayers to you, 

confident of your grace and love made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

         Amen. 

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P: The Lord be with you. 

 

P: Lift up your hearts. 



 

P: Let us give thanks and praise to the Lord our God. 

 

*PREFACE   It is indeed right and salutary….we praise your name and 

join their unending hymn: 

*SANCTUS 

 

*THANKSGIVING 

P: Holy God, Creator of all and Source of life, at the birth of time your word 

brought light into the world. In the fullness of time, you sent your Word, born of 

Mary, to shine in our darkness and to make us your daughters and sons. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given 

for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 

for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his birth and life among us, his death and resurrection, 

we await his coming again when all things will be restored in him. By your Spirit 

bless us and this bread and cup, that, held and nourished by you, we may live as 

your children, shining with the light of your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in 

your holy Church, both now and forever. 

C:  Amen 

*THE LORD'S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

In Christ’s manger, at Christ’s table, 

come, see what God makes known for you. 

COMMUNION  

*THE COMMUNION BLESSING: 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 

C: Amen. 

 

*POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 

 



 

 

 

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

P:  We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus, God with us, in these gifts of bread 

and wine. As we have shared this feast of love, strengthen us to share your love 

with all the world. In Jesus’ name we pray. 

C: Amen. 

*BENEDICTION 

P:  The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may 

abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus, the Word 

made flesh. 

 

  

        

 

 

*SENDING HYMN: # 70 

 

 



 

 

*DISMISSAL 

P: Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2007 Augsburg Fortress. All rights 

reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual 

License #24118. 



January 9, 2022 – Baptism of Our Lord 

 Today’s festival rejoices in God’s blessings. We recall and celebrate our 

adoption as God’s children, the gift of the Holy Spirit, and the promised company of 

almighty God when we “pass through the waters . . . the rivers . . . fire.” On this 

day the heavens open again for this assembly, and we receive the gift of God’s 

Beloved, Jesus, in bread and wine. 

FELLOWSHIP 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates us, redeems us, and calls 

us by name. 

C: Amen. 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: Most merciful God, 

C: we confess that we have sinned against you and your beloved children. We 

have turned our faces away from your glory when it did not appear as we 

expected. We have rejected your word when it made us confront ourselves.  

We have failed to show hospitality to those you called us to welcome. Accept 

our repentance for the things we have done and the things we have left 

undone. For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us and lead us, 

that we may bathe in the glory of your Son born among us, and reflect your love 

for all creation. Amen. 

Rejoice in this good news: In ☩ Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven. You are 

descendants of the Most High, adopted into the household of Christ, and 

inheritors of eternal life. Live as freed and forgiven children of God. 

C: Amen. 

 

 *ENTRANCE HYMN  # 84 



 

 

 

 



 *GREETING 

P: The boundless grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the wisdom of God, and the light 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 

*KYRIE  

A: In Peace, let us pray to the Lord! 

 

A: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

A: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and 

for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

A: for this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us 

pray to the Lord. 

 

A: Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord.  

 

 



* HYMN OF PRAISE 

A: This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia. 

 

 

 

*SALUTATION 

P: The Lord be with you. 

 



*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

All: Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit and 

revealed him as your beloved Son. Keep all who are born of water and the Spirit 

faithful in your service, that we may rejoice to be called children of God, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

FIRST LESSON:                                                Isaiah 43:1-7 

Near the end of Israel’s exile in Babylon, God promises to bring the people home. 

They need no longer be afraid, because the one who formed, created, and called 

them by name now redeems them from all their enemies. God declares them 

precious and honored, and God loves them. 

 1But now thus says the LORD, he who created you, O Jacob,   he who formed 

you, O Israel: Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, 

you are mine. 2When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through 

the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not 

be burned, and the flame shall not consume you. 3For I am the LORD your God, the 

Holy One of Israel, your Savior. I give Egypt as your ransom, Ethiopia and Seba in 

exchange for you. 4Because you are precious in my sight, and honored, and I love 

you, I give people in return for you, nations in exchange for your life. 5Do not fear, 

for I am with you; I will bring your offspring from the east, and from the west I 

will gather you; 6I will say to the north, “Give them up,” and to the south, “Do not 

withhold; bring my sons from far away and my daughters from the end of the 

earth— 7everyone who is called by my name,   whom I created for my glory, 
whom I formed and made.” 

L: The word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Please join me in responsively reading Psalm 29: 

 

 
1Ascribe to the |LORD, you gods, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 

 2Ascribe to the LORD the glory due God’s name; worship the LORD in the 

beauty of holiness. 

 3The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; 
the LORD is upon the mighty waters. 



 4The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; the voice of the LORD is a voice 

of splendor.  

 

 5The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; the LORD breaks the cedars of 

Lebanon; 

 6the LORD makes Lebanon skip like a calf, and Mount Hermon like a young 

wild ox. 

 7The voice of the LORD bursts forth in lightning flashes. 

 8The voice of the LORD
 shakes the wilderness; the LORD shakes the 

wilderness of Kadesh.  

 9The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the  forests bare. 
And in the temple of the LORD all are crying, “Glory!” 

 10The LORD sits enthroned above the flood; the LORD sits enthroned as king 

forevermore.  

 11O LORD, give strength to your people; give them, O LORD, the blessings of 

peace.  

SECOND LESSON:                                             Acts 8:14-17 
Peter and John are sent to support the new Christians in Samaria, a group that was recently 

baptized after hearing the good news of Christ through the preaching of Philip. Here the 

Samaritans receive the gift of the Holy Spirit in the laying on of hands 

14Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of 

God, they sent Peter and John to them. 15The two went down and prayed for them 

that they might receive the Holy Spirit 16(for as yet the Spirit had not come upon 

any of them; they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus). 17Then 

Peter and John laid their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. 

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God. 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 



*GOSPEL  

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 3rd  chapter. 

The reading opens with questions about the identity of the Messiah. John the 

Baptist insists that he is not the Messiah; instead he points ahead to one who is 

coming. And whether the voice of God was heard by all or only by Jesus, God 

settles the matter: Jesus is God’s beloved Son. 

 
15As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their 

hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16John answered all of 

them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is 

coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with 

the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing 

floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with 

unquenchable fire.” 

  21Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been 

baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, 22and the Holy Spirit descended 

upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my 

Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

 

MESSAGE                                                                                LUKE 3:15-17, 21-22 

Today we celebrate the baptism of our Lord Jesus by John the Baptist in the 
waters of the Jordan River.  In Jesus time, I am sure that the Jordan River was a 
larger, more pristine body of water than it is now.  A few years ago, I was blessed 
with the opportunity to re-acknowledge my Baptism on a trip to Israel and the 
River Jordan.  Some brave souls went into the river to be baptized and immersed 
in the water, and I was quite thankful that I was staying on the bank and only 
having the sign of the cross made on my forehead with the river water.  For you 



see, the water was dirty looking, and there were dozens of large river rats, about 
the size of our groundhog, who quickly swam out to people when they saw them, 
hoping to get a bite of food, and I am sure that John the Baptist and Jesus would 
not have recognized the large gift shop that you had to go through to gain 
entrance to the river site which is believed to be where Jesus’ baptism took place. 
Once again, we encounter John the Baptist.  Just a few weeks ago, we heard the 
story of Mary going to visit Elizabeth, and the baby, John the Baptist, jumping in 
her womb when Mary arrived because He recognized her as the mother of the 
Messiah.  This week we turn our attention back to the grown man, the man who 
worn camel hair and ate locust in the wilderness.   The man who many were 
wondering about, wondering if he might be the Messiah.   

We have to admire John for his tenacity to stick to what he knew God had asked 
him to do.  He knew what his ministry limits were, and he did those things and 
nothing else.  When people came to him and asked, “Are you the Messiah?”   He 
remained humble and showed no pride at their asking, but honestly answered 
with a resounding, NO.   

 In fact, John 3:30 tell us that “He, meaning Jesus, must become greater, and I 
must become less.”  John wanted to get himself out of the picture and get Christ 
into the center.  Just as Christ should be the center of our lives and all that we do.  
Christ should be at the center of every decision that we make.   

John’s ministry was completely focused on pointing people to Christ. Telling them 
that Christ was coming. That is what our own ministries should be focused on too; 
for Christ is coming again, and we know not when.  We, like John, need to have 
the tenacity to stick to the ministry that Jesus has given to each of us as His 
disciples.  We need to not be afraid to reach out to others, sharing our own 
stories on how God has helped us, and showing Jesus love no matter what the 
situation. 
Let’s listen to John’s exact words again to them all.  “I baptize you with water. But 
one who is more powerful than I will come, the straps of whose sandals I am not 
worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.  His winnowing 
fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his 
barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 
Which begs the question of whether we are wheat or chaff.   Wheat is something 
that is good and used to make bread, the bread of life.  Chaff, or the husk of 
wheat, on the other hand is unusable, and only good to be burned up.  John is 



clear that it is Christ, the man who holds the winnowing fork, who will decide who 
is which, wheat or chaff.  It is Christ, who will make the final judgment at His 
second coming. 
Interestingly, I looked up what a winnowing fork looked like.  Traditionally, they 
have ten tines.  Many scholars believe the image of the winnowing fork was used 
to represent the ten commandments that God has given for us all to obey.  The 
tines, or the commandments, are used to sift out the chaff, because our true 
nature is revealed in how we live our lives according to God’s commandments.  
Children of God lead useful and production lives, and follow as true disciples of 
Christ; while those who turn away from God and His commandments or only give 
Him lip service, will be separated out as chaff and ultimately burned in the fire.   
We are reminded of the story of Jesus separating the goats from the sheep.  The 
sheep were sent to Jesus’ right side, and the goats were sent to the left, to be 
thrown into the eternal fire that has been prepared for the Devil and unbelievers. 
By nature, we are all chaff.  No matter how we try not to sin, it is not possible to 
go through a day without sinning.  As children of God, because of our love for God 
we try to obey His commands, and to do all the good we can for our fellow man.  
But it is by grace alone, that we are saved and don’t slip through the tines of the 
fork.  Because of God’s great love for us, He sent Jesus to earth to show us the 
way, to atone for our sins, and all we have to do is believe and follow. 
Perhaps you are wondering why Jesus who was blameless and did not sin, was 
baptized.  When we are baptized, we are washed clean and given a fresh start 
with the Holy Spirit to guide us.  So, why did Jesus have John baptize him, for 
John’s baptism was for the repentance of sin?  By being baptized, Jesus identified 
Himself with us.  The sinless one identifies Himself with the sinners.  Thus, He 
actively fulfills the law of God and receives God’s grace on behalf of all sinners 
and therefore us. Through His baptism, where He is anointed, that is set a part, as 
the Lamb of God, God reveals Him who will baptize His own with the Holy 
Spirit.  As we look at Jesus, who was baptized for us, we remember our own 
baptisms.   
Let us leave here this morning, remembering what our own baptism means in 
terms of how we live our lives.  Let us recommit ourselves to the mission that God 
has given us as His disciples.   Let us listen for the small voice of the Holy Spirit 
who resides in us, and strive to be worthy of God’s great love and grace.  For we 
are saved by Grace alone.  May we each experience the joy of knowing that we 
have been claimed by God! 
Amen 



HYMN # 646 

 

 

 

 



*APOSTLES CREED 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I 

believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power 

of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the 

third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 

hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I 

believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen 

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to pray 

for the church, the world, and all that God has made. 

A brief silence. 

By the Holy Spirit, you gather your church and send it out in mission to share the 

good news of Jesus. Inspire your faithful people to be fervent in prayer and service, 

that all people know they are precious in God’s sight. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

You reveal your love and power through water and the Spirit. Guard rivers, seas, 

and all bodies of water from destruction and pollution. Secure access to clean 

water for all, and protect the land from drought and flood. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Establish among the nations the blessings of peace. Raise up leaders who will 

protect vulnerable people in their care. Strengthen advocates who risk reputation or 

retaliation for the sake of mercy and justice. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

You protect us through the fires and troubled waters of this life. Assure us that we 

will not be cut off from you by illness or despair, anxiety or pain, confusion or 

weakness. Comfort all who are in need (especially). God of grace,  

          hear our prayer. 



We are joined in baptism to Christ and to one another. Bless those who are newly 

baptized and those who are preparing for baptism. Help us to be faithful in 

fellowship, worship, evangelism, service, and justice-seeking. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

You created each of your saints for your glory. We give thanks for those you have 

called by name into your eternal embrace (especially). Comfort us in grief and 

release us from fear. God of grace,     hear our prayer. 

Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of 

our prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior.  

          Amen. 

*THE LORD'S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 

*BENEDICTION 

P:  The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may 

abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus, the Word 

made flesh. 

        

 

*SENDING HYMN:                   # 82 

 



 

 

*DISMISSAL 

P: Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 



January 16 – Epiphany 2 

The Sundays after Epiphany continue to celebrate the revelation of God’s glory to 

us as it was made known to the magi and to those on Jordan’s banks at Jesus’ 

baptism—today using wedding imagery. Our God rejoices over God’s people as 

those being married rejoice over one another. By the power of the Spirit there are 

gifts galore for everyone. In Christ Jesus the best wine is saved for last. Taste and 

see. 

FELLOWSHIP 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates us, redeems us, and calls 

us by name. 

C: Amen. 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: Most merciful God, 

C: we confess that we have sinned against you and your beloved children. We 

have turned our faces away from your glory when it did not appear as we 

expected. We have rejected your word when it made us confront ourselves. We 

have failed to show hospitality to those you called us to welcome. Accept our 

repentance for the things we have doneand the things we have left undone. For 

the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us and lead us, that we may 

bathe in the glory of your Son born among us, and reflect your love for all 

creation. Amen. 

P: Rejoice in this good news: In ☩ Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven. You are 

descendants of the Most High, adopted into the household of Christ, and 

inheritors of eternal life. Live as freed and forgiven children of God. 

C: Amen. 

 



 *ENTRANCE HYMN       # 409  

Praise and thanksgiving, Father, we offer for all things living, created good: 

Harvest of sown fields, fruits of the orchard, hay from the mown fields, blossom 

and wood.  

Bless, Lord, the labor we bring to serve you, that with our neighbor we may be fed. 

Sowing or tilling, we would work with you, harvesting, milling for daily bread. 

Father, providing food for your children, by your wise guiding teach us to share. 

One with another, so that, rejoicing with us, all others may know you care. 

Then will your blessing reach every people, freely confessing your gracious hand. 

Where all obey you, no one will hunger; in your love’s sway you nourish the land. 

 *GREETING 

P: The boundless grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the wisdom of God, and the light 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 

*KYRIE  

A: In Peace, let us pray to the Lord! 

 

A: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

A: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and 

for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

 



A: for this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us 

pray to the Lord. 

 

A: Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord.  

 

* HYMN OF PRAISE 

A: This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia. 

 

 



 

*SALUTATION 

P: The Lord be with you. 

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

All: Lord God, source of every blessing, you showed forth your glory and led 

many to faith by the works of your Son, who brought gladness and salvation to 

his people. Transform us by the Spirit of his love, that we may find our life 

together in him, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 62: 1-5  

 1For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, 

until her vindication shines out like the dawn,   and her salvation like a burning 

torch. 2The nations shall see your vindication, and all the kings your glory; and you 

shall be called by a new name that the mouth of the LORD will give. 3You shall be a 

crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, and a royal diadem in the hand of your 

God. 4You shall no more be termed Forsaken, and your land shall no more be 

termed Desolate; but you shall be called My Delight Is in Her, and your land 

Married; for the LORD delights in you, and your land shall be married. 
5For as a young man marries a young woman, so shall your builder marry you, and 

as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so shall your God rejoice over you.  

L: The word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God. 



Please join me in responsively reading Psalm 119: 

5Your love, O LORD, reaches to the heavens, and your faithfulness to the clouds. 

 6Your righteousness is like the strong mountains, your justice like the great 

deep; you save humankind and ani- | mals, O LORD.  

 7How priceless is your love, O God! All people take refuge under the shadow of 

your wings. 

 8They feast upon the abundance of your house; you give them drink from the 

river of your delights. 

 9For with you is the well of life, and in your light we see light. 

 10Continue your lovingkindness to those who know you,   and your favor to 

those who are true of heart.  

  SECOND LESSON:  1 Corinthians 12: 1-11 

1Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be 

uninformed. 2You know that when you were pagans, you were enticed and led 

astray to idols that could not speak. 3Therefore I want you to understand that no 

one speaking by the Spirit of God ever says “Let Jesus be cursed!” and no one can 

say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit. 

  4Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5and there are varieties of 

services, but the same Lord; 6and there are varieties of activities, but it is the 

same God who activates all of them in everyone. 7To each is given the 

manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8To one is given through the 

Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge 

according to the same Spirit, 9to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts 

of healing by the one Spirit, 10to another the working of miracles, to another 

prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of 

tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11All these are activated by one 

and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses. 

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

*GOSPEL  

P: The Holy Gospel according to John the 2nd  chapter. 

 

1On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus 

was there. 2Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 3When 

the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” 4And 

Jesus said to her, “Woman, what concern is that to you and to me? My hour has 

not yet come.” 5His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” 6Now 

standing there were six stone water jars for the Jewish rites of purification, each 

holding twenty or thirty gallons. 7Jesus said to them, “Fill the jars with water.” 

And they filled them up to the brim. 8He said to them, “Now draw some out, and 

take it to the chief steward.” So they took it. 9When the steward tasted the water 

that had become wine, and did not know where it came from (though the 

servants who had drawn the water knew), the steward called the 

bridegroom 10and said to him, “Everyone serves the good wine first, and then the 

inferior wine after the guests have become drunk. But you have kept the good 

wine until now.” 11Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and 

revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him. 

 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

 



MESSAGE JOHN 2: 1-11 

Okay, after hearing today’s Scripture lesson, I know all of you would be 
disappointed if I didn’t tell a joke. I know we all love those walk into the bar jokes.  
So, here goes! “Jesus walks into a bar and crawls up on a stool.   The bartender 
comes over and says, “Let me guess…wine, right?  Jesus says, “No water.  I’ll do 
the rest. I haven’t decided yet if I want red or white wine today.” 

In all seriousness, the story of the wedding at Canaan is an extremely important 
one because it is the first miracle that Jesus performs as He begins His ministry in 
earnest.    The miracles performed by Jesus were expressions of the supernatural 
and of His divine power.  In short, they attested to Jesus unique relationship with 
God.  It is John telling the story, and John’s purpose in his gospel was to produce 
faith in Jesus.  John sought to accomplish this by recording many of Jesus’ 
miracles. 

 We can be sure it had an impact on the five disciples that He had just called to 
follow Him.  They believed that here was God's Man, ruling over all the works of 
God's hands, put in dominion and authority over the natural world and doing with 
it whatever he pleased, within the limits of nature itself. That is the sign, the 
meaning of this miracle. When the disciples saw it they believed more deeply in 
him than before. They saw that here was one who could handle life. Here was one 
who could take a commonplace thing, nothing out of the ordinary, simple water, 
and make of it wine, make it a source of joy, of glory and of warmth. 

Perhaps you are wondering why Jesus would perform miracles as miracles created 

sensationalism among the people.  However, Jesus’ miracles provided the proof 

that He was sent by God.  Jesus pointed to miracles as signs of something deeper 

and more significant.  They showed His authority over nature, demons, disease and 

death.  Miracles occurred ultimately to reveal Jesus as the long awaited Messiah, 

the Savior.   

The wedding in Cana would have been much different than how weddings here in 
the Western part of the world take place.  In weddings in the Eastern world, it is 
the groom who is prominent and featured one in the wedding, and it is the groom 
who pays for the wedding.  Weddings were big affairs in Jesus time just as they 
are now, and often went on for 2 or 3 days at a time.  So, you can understand how 
the wine might run out.   



We are told that Mary, Jesus’ mother was present, and it appears that she had 
some sort of role of responsibility and authority at the wedding.  It has been 
speculated that the wedding might have been that of a close relative, even one of 
her other sons.  However, there is no way to know this for sure. Running out of 
wine, if Mary were in charge, would have been a great embarrassment to her. 

We can also see that Mary sized up the situation and seized the occasion to say, 
very significantly to Jesus, “They have no more wine.”  Notice that she does not 
ask him to do anything about it; she merely tells him that the wine has run out. 

The fact that Jesus clearly understood her can be seen from his answer: "Woman, 
what have you to do with me?" That answer was not rude or disrespectful, 
though it may sound that way to us. If a young man today called his mother 
"woman," he would most likely be in big trouble for being disrespectable. Here 
Jesus was using a common title of respect.  

When he says, "What have you to do with me," that is simply a Hebrew way of 
saying, "You don't understand." So what he is saying is not that he will not do 
something -- he does not mean that he will not act -- because he did act. He 
means, "What I do will not accomplish what you are hoping. It will not persuade 
the nation that I am the Messiah." Miracles were indeed part of the plan of God. 
They would be performed, but in the end, they would not convince the nations. 

Jesus then asks the servants to fill the six stone water jars, the kind used by the 
Jews for ceremonial washing, to the brim.  He then changed the water into wine 
of the very best kind. 

So, what can we conclude from the story of the Wedding at Cana?  First of all, we 
can see that Jesus honored the bond of marriage by attending the wedding.  The 
bond of marriage and family are very important. 
Secondly, just because Jesus turned the water into wine at the wedding does not 
mean that He condones drinking alcohol on a regular basis and unresponsively.  
Today alcoholic drinks are much stronger than those in Jesus time.  In Jesus time 
grapes were fermented but not to the alcoholic state that they are today.  The 
Bible is also filled with the dangers of drinking.  Proverbs 20:1 tells us, “Wine is a 
mocker and beer a brawler; whoever is led astray by them is not wise.” 

When the wedding goers finally departed, we are told in John 2:12 that Jesus, 
“Went down to Capernaum with his mother and brothers and his disciples.  There 



they stayed for a few days.”  Jesus’ disciples must have been excited.  They had 
heard the testimony of John the Baptist concerning Jesus, and now they had seen 
this “sign” that Jesus was truly what they believed Him to be when they left their 
families and means of livelihood behind to follow Him.   

As we know, Jesus would perform many more signs before His death on the cross 
and the resurrection.  John 2:11 tells us, “What Jesus did in Cana of Galilee was 
the first of the signs through which he revealed his glory; and his disciples 
believed in him.”  The question is, do you believe in Him too with all your heart? 
Amen 
  

HYMN # 499 

 



 

*APOSTLES CREED 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I 

believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of 

the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he 

rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the 

Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy 

Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to pray 

for the church, the world, and all that God has made. 

A brief silence. 

By your Spirit, activate within your church gifts of faith, healing, and prophecy. 

Unite those who profess your name across congregations, denominations, and 

geographic boundaries. Open our hearts to recognize and celebrate surprising 

miracles. God of grace,       hear our prayer. 

Your creation reflects your generosity. Bless farmers, migrant farmworkers, 

orchard-keepers, ranchers, and all who tend the abundance of the land. Protect 

food and water sources from destruction, that all can eat and drink and be 

satisfied. God of grace,       hear our prayer. 

 



By your Spirit, grant wisdom, knowledge, and discernment to those who hold 

leadership positions at any level. Direct policymakers toward compassionate 

decisions that build up safe and just communities. Lead all authorities in seeking 

and serving the common good. God of grace,  hear our prayer. 

As Jesus provided generously in a moment of need, provide generous gifts of 

healing for those in need this day (especially). Provide abundantly for all who are 

hungry or thirsty, all seeking shelter, and all who seek peace. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

You see us for who we are and you delight in us. Embrace those struggling with 

self-worth, wrestling with self-identity, or facing significant life transition. Remind 

us that nothing can separate us from your love. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

You bless us through the spiritual gifts of the saints who have gone before us. We 

give thanks for the life of Martin Luther King Jr. and all who have modeled the 

way of courageous faith (especially). God of grace,   hear our prayer. 

Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of 

our prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior.  

          Amen. 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 

 C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 

us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

*BENEDICTION 

P:  God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, who rejoices over you, and 

who calls you by name, ☩ bless your going out and your coming in, today and 

forever. 

  

        



*SENDING HYMN: # 469 

 

 

*DISMISSAL 

P: Go with Christ into a weary world. Share the good news. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

 



January 23 - 3rd Sunday After Epiphany 

 God’s glory is revealed in the reading of scripture. People stand at attention. People 

weep. People prostrate themselves in prayer. The unity of the church is another reflection of 

God’s glory. Most gloriously, the promises of God are fulfilled in the person of Jesus Christ. 

Gather round. Listen up. Glimpse the glory of God. 

FELLOWSHIP 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates us, redeems us, and calls 

us by name. 

C: Amen. 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: Most merciful God, 

C: we confess that we have sinned against you and your beloved children. We 

have turned our faces away from your glory when it did not appear as we 

expected. We have rejected your word when it made us confront ourselves.  

We have failed to show hospitality to those you called us to welcome. Accept 

our repentance for the things we have done and the things we have left 

undone. For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us and lead 

us, that we may bathe in the glory of your Son born among us, and reflect 

your love for all creation. Amen. 

P: Rejoice in this good news: In ☩ Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven. You are 

descendants of the Most High, adopted into the household of Christ, and inheritors 

of eternal life. Live as freed and forgiven children of God. 

C: Amen. 

 

 *ENTRANCE HYMN  # 415 

 



 

 

 *GREETING 

P: The boundless grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the wisdom of God, and the light 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 



*KYRIE  

A: In Peace, let us pray to the Lord! 

 

A: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

A: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and 

for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

A: for this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us 

pray to the Lord. 

 

A: Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord.  

 

* HYMN OF PRAISE 

A: This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia. 



 

 

 

 

*SALUTATION 

P: The Lord be with you. 

 



*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

All: Blessed Lord God, you have caused the holy scriptures to be written for 

the nourishment of your people. Grant that we may hear them, read, mark, 

learn, and inwardly digest them, that, comforted by your promises, we may 

embrace and forever hold fast to the hope of eternal life, through your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

FIRST LESSON:        Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 
1All the people [of Israel] gathered together into the square before the Water Gate. 

They told the scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses, which 

the LORD had given to Israel. 2Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the law before 

the assembly, both men and women and all who could hear with understanding. 

This was on the first day of the seventh month. 3He read from it facing the square 

before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence of the men 

and the women and those who could understand; and the ears of all the people 

were attentive to the book of the law. 5And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all 

the people, for he was standing above all the people; and when he opened it, all the 

people stood up. 6Then Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God, and all the people 

answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up their hands. Then they bowed their heads and 

worshiped the LORD with their faces to the ground. 8So they read from the book, 

from the law of God, with interpretation. They gave the sense, so that the people 

understood the reading. 

  9And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the 

Levites who taught the people said to all the people, “This day is holy to 

the LORD your God; do not mourn or weep.” For all the people wept when they 

heard the words of the law. 10Then he said to them, “Go your way, eat the fat and 

drink sweet wine and send portions of them to those for whom nothing is prepared, 

for this day is holy to our LORD; and do not be grieved, for the joy of the LORD is 

your strength.” 

L: The word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God. 

Please join me in responsively reading Psalm 19: 

   1The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky proclaims its maker’s 

handiwork. 



 2One day tells its tale to another, and one night imparts knowledge to 

another. 

 3Although they have no words or language, and their voices are not heard, 

 4their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the ends of the 

world, where God has pitched a tent for the sun. 

 5It comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber; it rejoices like a champion 

to run its course. 

 6It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs about to the 

end of it again; nothing is hidden from its burning heat.  

 7The teaching of the LORD is perfect and revives the soul; the testimony of 

the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to the simple. 

 8The statutes of the LORD are just and rejoice the heart; the commandment 

of the LORD is clear and gives light to the eyes. 

 9The fear of the LORD is clean and endures forever; the judgments of 

the LORD are true and righteous altogether. 

 10More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, sweeter 

far than honey, than honey in the comb.  

 11By them also is your servant enlightened, and in keeping them there is great 

reward. 

 12Who can detect one’s own offenses? Cleanse me from my secret faults. 

 13Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get 

dominion over me; then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great 

offense. 

 14Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be 

acceptable in your sight, O LORD, my strength and my redeemer.  

 

 SECOND LESSON:  1 Corinthians 12: 12-31a 

12For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the 

body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13For in the one Spirit we 

were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all 

made to  

 



drink of one Spirit. 

  14Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15If the foot 

would say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not 

make it any less a part of the body. 16And if the ear would say, “Because I am not 

an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the 

body. 17If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole 

body were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? 18But as it is, God arranged 

the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. 19If all were a single 

member, where would the body be? 20As it is, there are many members, yet one 

body. 21The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the 

head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” 22On the contrary, the members of the 

body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23and those members of the body 

that we think less honorable we clothe with greater honor, and our less respectable 

members are treated with greater respect; 24whereas our more respectable members 

do not need this. But God has so arranged the body, giving the greater honor to the 

inferior member, 25that there may be no dissension within the body, but the 

members may have the same care for one another. 26If one member suffers, all 

suffer together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it. 

  27Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 28And God 

has appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers; then 

deeds of power, then gifts of healing, forms of assistance, forms of leadership, 

various kinds of tongues. 29Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do 

all work miracles? 30Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do 

all interpret? 31aBut strive for the greater gifts.  

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God. 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 



*GOSPEL  

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 4th chapter. 

 

14Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report 

about him spread through all the surrounding country. 15He began to teach in their 

synagogues and was praised by everyone. 

  16When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the 

synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17and the 

scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the 

place where it was written: 

 18“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good 

news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery 

of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, 19to proclaim the year of the 

Lord’s favor.” 
20And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes 

of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21Then he began to say to them, “Today 

this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

 

MESSAGE                    LUKE 4:14-21 

Welcome to the third Sunday in Epiphany.  Today, our Gospel reading comes from 
the book of Luke.  In fact, today’s reading tells us of the first public act of Jesus.  
However, in reality it is not an act, but a sermon, and in a nutshell gives us Jesus’ 
life, ministry, and purpose in a nutshell. 
In today’s seminaries, Jesus sermon that day would not have received a very good 
grade as it was less than the 15 to 20-minute rule for length, and had no story or 
joke to make people laugh.   



To that end let me share this story with you.  After a long, dry sermon, the 
minister announced that he wished to meet with the church board following the 
close of the service. The first man to arrive was a stranger. "You misunderstood 
my announcement. This is a meeting of the board," said the minister. "I know," 
said the man, "but if there is anyone here more bored than I am, I'd like to meet 
him."  So, like Jesus, I will try to keep remarks to a reasonable length this morning. 
My question for you this morning, however is, “Wouldn’t it be nice if we could 
make predictions and they were accurate, especially with the Souper Bowl coming 
up!”  If we only knew ahead of time who would kick goals, make great end runs, 
and which team would eventually win the game; we could make a mint betting on 
the game!  However, no matter how we might study the stats of each team and 
players, there is no way to really make an accurate prediction.  One only needs to 
listen to those who predict the stock market each day to know that when 
predicting anything, you win some and you lose some no matter how informed 
you are!   
Over time, only a few prophets have proven to be without error in every single 
one of their predictions, and all of these have been Biblical prophets.  Why, 
because they were inspired by God.  However, no prophet has ever been or ever 
will be, as great a prophet as Jesus of Nazareth; which means that we can believe 
all that He said, including what is to come in the future of God’s world in the end 
times. 
Today we find Jesus returning to His home town of Nazareth.  He was a “home 
town boy,” everyone knew Him as the son of the carpenter, Joseph, and probably 
found it hard to believe the stories that would have filtered to them regarding 
Jesus’ miracles.  On His return home, Jesus attends Synagogue with His family, 
friends and neighbors.  At the synagogue, He was handed the scroll of Isaiah, and 
He found the place He wanted and read from it.  In Jesus time, it was acceptable 
for anyone of good standing to read and speak at Synagogue. Perhaps they chose 
to hand Jesus the scroll just to see what the “home town” boy could do. 
Regardless, what Jesus chose to read was written by the prophet Isaiah roughly 
700 years before He was born.   Anointed as a prophet to God, Isaiah claimed to 
speak on God’s behalf.  Let’s listen again to the words Jesus read that day. 

18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
    because he has anointed me 
        to bring good news to the poor. 



So, first of all, Jesus is telling them and us that God has sent Him, and that He has 
the spirit of God in Him.    In short, that if God has sent Him, He is the long 
awaited and predicted Messiah.  He has been sent to bring the good news of God 
to the poor in spirit.    

Reading on: He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 

That is, Jesus has been sent to give hope to those, including us here this morning, 
who are captives of fear, hate, and sin. 

The prophesy goes on to say:  and recovery of sight to the blind, 

Jesus has come to help those who are spiritually blind see God, and if they listen 
to Jesus’ words, have faith in, and follow Him, they will know God, and be saved. 

It goes on to say: to let the oppressed go free, 

Again, giving hope to those who have been downtrodden, laden down with sin 
and lacking hope.  Characteristics that describe many people right now in our own 
community and world.  Just as Jesus promised them so long ago, He promises 
everyone today that if they have faith, through the cross we will be saved, 
forgiven of our sins, and will have eternal life.   

Again, reading on:  19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”  That is, to 
proclaim God’s love and grace to all who come to have faith. 

After reading these words, Jesus then rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the 
attendant, and while everyone stared at Him, He sat down.  Then, Jesus said to 
them, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 

And when He spoke, it seemed that He spoke to each person sitting there 
individually.  His ending words, are the shortest sermon in history.  “Today this 
scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”  That is, I am the long-awaited 
Messiah that Isaiah predicted!  With Jesus statement He was identifying himself 
as the prophet sent by God to fulfill the Scripture and to fulfill our salvation.  Jesus 
effectively applied the Scripture to Himself and His ministry.  We can imagine the 
impact that these words had on those around Him; unbelief and even anger.  How 
dare this son of a carpenter claim that He is the long-awaited Messiah? 



As we read the Scripture, we see that Jesus fulfilled in His lifetime all of the things 
that He read that day from the book of Isaiah.  More importantly, Jesus is still 
fulfilling His mission. Let me say it again, Jesus is still fulfilling His mission, and that 
is where each of us come in to the picture.  For as disciples of Christ, we have 
been commissioned to continue carrying out Jesus’ mission in today’s world.  Our 
part in Isaiah’s prophecy is to share the good news of Christ with those around us, 
and to show Jesus love to everyone that we meet whether rich or poor.   
As we leave here this morning, let us not forget what Christ did for each of us on 
the cross, and that we can have unwavering trust in the word of God.  What God 
has promised, He fulfills.  And that is good news indeed!  Amen 
  

HYMN # 405 

 



 

 

*APOSTLES CREED 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I 

believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power 

of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the 

third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 

hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I 

believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen 

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to pray 

for the church, the world, and all that God has made. 

A brief silence. 



You reveal yourself to us in the reading of scripture. Fulfill your word through the 

faithful witness of your church. Send us out to bring your liberating good news to 

all people. God of grace,       hear our prayer. 

All creation proclaims your handiwork. Teach us to love the intricate and beautiful 

bodies that you have created. Bless tiny insects, enormous whales, and every 

creature in between. Sustain species at risk of extinction. God of grace,   

hear our prayer. 

You desire that there be no dissension among us. Where we are divided in our 

society, nation, or world, come quickly to reunite us into one body. Ease conflict, 

dispel violence, and bring an end to war. God of grace,  hear our prayer. 

Anoint with your Spirit all who seek your favor. Grant provision and justice for 

people living in poverty, people living with disability, those living with pain, or 

those living under oppression (especially). God of grace,  hear our prayer. 

Build up the body of Christ in this place. Bless the variety of ministries in this 

congregation (especially). Empower us to freely welcome and deeply value each 

person who enters into worship and ministry among us. God of grace,   

hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

In thanksgiving we lift before you the saints for whom the promise of salvation has 

now been fulfilled. Tend to those who mourn (especially). Bring us together in 

your everlasting glory. God of grace,     hear our prayer. 

Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of 

our prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior.  

          Amen. 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 

 



*BENEDICTION 

P: God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, who rejoices over you, and 

who calls you by name, ☩ bless your going out and your coming in, today and 

forever. 

        

*SENDING HYMN:     # 248 

 

*DISMISSAL 

P: Go with Christ into a weary world. Share the good news.       C: Thanks be to 

God. 



JANUARY 30 - 4th  Sunday After Epiphany 

 God’s glory is revealed in the reading of scripture. People stand at attention. 

People weep. People prostrate themselves in prayer. The unity of the church is 

another reflection of God’s glory. Most gloriously, the promises of God are fulfilled 

in the person of Jesus Christ. Gather round. Listen up. Glimpse the glory of God. 

FELLOWSHIP 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESSP: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one 

God, who creates us, redeems us, and calls us by name. 

C: Amen. 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: Most merciful God, 

C: we confess that we have sinned against you and your beloved children. We 

have turned our faces away from your glory when it did not appear as we 

expected. We have rejected your word when it made us confront ourselves.  

We have failed to show hospitality to those you called us to welcome. Accept 

our repentance for the things we have done and the things we have left 

undone. For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us and lead 

us, that we may bathe in the glory of your Son born among us, and reflect 

your love for all creation. Amen. 

P: Rejoice in this good news: In ☩ Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven. You are 

descendants of the Most High, adopted into the household of Christ, and inheritors 

of eternal life. Live as freed and forgiven children of God. 

C: Amen. 

 

 *ENTRANCE HYMN  # 546 



 



 *GREETING 

P: The boundless grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the wisdom of God, and the light 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

*KYRIE  

A: In Peace, let us pray to the Lord! 

 

A: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

A: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and 

for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

A: for this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us 

pray to the Lord. 

 

A: Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord.  

 

* HYMN OF PRAISE 

A: This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia. 



 

 

 

 

 



*SALUTATION 

P: The Lord be with you. 

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

All: Almighty and ever-living God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, and 

love; and that we may obtain what you promise, make us love what you 

command, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

FIRST LESSON:        Jeremiah 1:4-10 
4Now the word of the LORD came to me saying, 5“Before I formed you in the 

womb I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you; I appointed you a 

prophet to the nations.” 
6Then I said, “Ah, Lord GOD! Truly I do not know how to speak, for I am only a 

boy.” 7But the LORD said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am only a boy’; for you shall go to 

all to whom I send you,  and you shall speak whatever I command you. 8Do not 

be afraid of them, for I am with you to deliver you, says the LORD.” 
9Then the LORD put out his hand and touched my mouth; and the LORD said to me, 

“Now I have put my words in your mouth. 
10See, today I appoint you over nations and over kingdoms, to pluck up and to pull 

down, to destroy and to overthrow, to build and to plant.” 

L: The word of the Lord.      C: Thanks be to God. 

Please join me in responsively reading Psalm 71: 

 1In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame. 

 2In your righteousness, deliver me and set me free; incline your ear to me 

and save me. 

 3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe; you are my crag and my 

stronghold. 

 4Deliver me, my God, from the hand of the wicked, from the clutches of the 

evildoer and the oppressor.  



 5For you are my hope, O Lord GOD, my confidence since | I was young. 

 6I have been sustained by you ever since I was born; from my mother’s 

womb you have been my strength; my praise shall be always of you.   

  

 SECOND LESSON:  1 Corinthians 13: 1-13 

1If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a 

noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2And if I have prophetic powers, and understand 

all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, 

but do not have love, I am nothing. 3If I give away all my possessions, and if I 

hand over my body so that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing. 

  4Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant 5or 

rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6it does not 

rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. 7It bears all things, believes all 

things, hopes all things, endures all things. 

  8Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for 

tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an end. 9For we know 

only in part, and we prophesy only in part; 10but when the complete comes, the 

partial will come to an end. 11When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought 

like a child, I reasoned like a child; when I became an adult, I put an end to 

childish ways. 12For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to 

face. Now I know only in part; then I will know fully, even as I have been fully 

known. 13And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these 

is love. 

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God. 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 



*GOSPEL  

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 4th chapter. 

 

21Then [Jesus] began to say to [all in the synagogue in Nazareth,] “Today this 

scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 22All spoke well of him and were 

amazed at the gracious words that came from his mouth. They said, “Is not this 

Joseph’s son?” 23He said to them, “Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb, 

‘Doctor, cure yourself!’ And you will say, ‘Do here also in your hometown the 

things that we have heard you did at Capernaum.’ ” 24And he said, “Truly I tell 

you, no prophet is accepted in the prophet’s hometown. 25But the truth is, there 

were many widows in Israel in the time of Elijah, when the heaven was shut up 

three years and six months, and there was a severe famine over all the land; 26yet 

Elijah was sent to none of them except to a widow at Zarephath in Sidon. 27There 

were also many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and none of them 

was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.” 28When they heard this, all in the 

synagogue were filled with rage. 29They got up, drove him out of the town, and led 

him to the brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that they might hurl 

him off the cliff. 30But he passed through the midst of them and went on his way. 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

 

MESSAGE          LUKE 4:21-30 

Here we are again, smack dab in the synagogue in Nazareth, and Jesus has just 
read the shortest sermon in history. “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in 
your hearing.”  Jesus would have been surrounded by family, the disciples, and 
His neighbors.    In a small village like Nazareth, and the fact that Jesus had lived 
most of His 30 years there before He began His public ministry, most of those in 
attendance would have known Jesus as He was growing up. 



Those present that day would have included men, women and children as in Jesus 
time the men and women were not separated into different sections in the 
Synagogue.  The synagogues where also where other community matters were 
also dealt with.  In Jesus day the community would have gathered there for trials, 
teaching, and care of the poor.  Interestingly, the New Testament mentions 
synagogues over 60 times, largely in connection with the ministry of Jesus and the 
apostles.   So, Jesus presence on this particular day would have not been out of 
the ordinary. 

In short, it was Jesus’ words that were extraordinary that day.  Not only did He tell 
them that He was the long -awaited Messiah, but He confronted them regarding 
their own personal thoughts, their actions and where their hearts were, by saying, 
“Truly I tell you, no prophet is accepted in his hometown.”  These were fighting 
words, because Jesus had turned the table on them, and we are told that “All the 
people in the synagogue were furious when they heard this.”   In fact, they rose 
from their seats to drive Jesus out of town and tried to throw Him over the cliff. 

In short, the story doesn’t end well.  But before we get to the “cliff-hanger,” there 
are a few details about Jesus’ words that are important to note, particularly for 
overall themes in Luke’s Gospel. Working our way backwards, Jesus’ references 
the widow at Zarephath and the leper Naaman, the Syrian, reveals for whom 
Jesus has come -- the widows, the lepers, the outsiders. Jesus’ whole ministry will 
be for the least of these, over and over again. Moreover, Jesus is for everyone.  
This would have not sat to well with Jewish people who felt that they were 
favored by God, and we can guess they were not to happy that Jesus had 
performed miracles in towns that they considered unworthy, yet He had 
performed no miracles in Nazareth.   

No one really likes to hear that they need to change, and we especially don’t want 
to be told that our heart in not in the right place.  Yet, here is Jesus telling them to 
their faces, that they needed to change, and yes, Jesus reaches across the ages 
telling us that we need to check our hearts and actions and see if changes are 
needed.  Yet, if I admit it to myself, there are things that pop up into my mind that 
I know are wrong!  Just as the people in Nazareth had become so familiar with 
Jesus that He was all rolled up in a little box in their minds, and thus, could not 
see Jesus for what He was. 



We too often sort people and things into little boxes and make assumptions 
without really thinking about them.  This human tendency allows us as humans to 
move through life without having to make constant decisions.  Yet, it is just this 
trait that can hold us back from reaching out to those around us, especially those 
that are not in our social or economic class, or who are unlike us in other ways.  
Not only do we do an injustice to them, but to ourselves also.  For we miss getting 
to know God’s people and we miss the joy of showing Jesus love to others. 

Jesus surprised those in His hometown that day.  He surprised them with His 
words, and with His actions.  The ending of the story might have been very 
different if they had been willing to open their hearts to Jesus and push down 
their old ways of thinking.   

How can we open ourselves up, give Jesus a chance to surprise us?  Maybe the 
best way to allow Christ to surprise us is to see him in more places.  In the faces of 
the people we meet.  Or standing right behind the person we are talking to, 
smiling at us.  This may not only open us up to being surprised by Christ, but it can 
have the added benefit of making us more attentive to the person we are 
supposed to be listening to.  It is harder to take someone for granted when our 
Lord is standing right behind them! 

Hearing Jesus anew, seeing him anew, allowing him to surprise us again, may lead 
us to a new understanding, something that eluded us before. It may cause us to 
wonder whether the answer we thought we had safely filed away in our “Jesus 
box” is the whole story. 

As we leave here this morning, still in the time of Epiphany, remember that it is a 
good time to re-learn the good news that we profess.  It is a time to remind 
ourselves that in Jesus a light has dawned that will never go out.  It is a time to 
reaffirm our hope in the promises of all the good things that God is always 
working to bring into all our lives. It’s a time to remind ourselves that the life that 
God has created and redeemed through Jesus Christ is something to 
celebrate.  It’s a time to recognize that the grace of God is emerging all around us, 
bringing freedom and peace and a fresh start for the least and the lost and the 
left out.  But it’s also a time to remember that we have received all those 
blessings of new life for a purpose--not to hoard them, or to think of ourselves as 
special, but to share them with everyone we meet.  It is a time to examine and 
open our hearts to all of God’s people, and it is a time of change!    Amen 



 

HYMN # 488 

 

 

*APOSTLES CREED 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I 

believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power 

of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the 

third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 

hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I 

believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen 



*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to pray 

for the church, the world, and all that God has made. 

A brief silence. 

Guide your church in the ways of faith, hope, and love. Cultivate ministries and 

communities of compassion that bear witness to your enduring presence among us. 

God of grace,        hear our prayer. 

Teach us to live in humility on the earth. Curb arrogance that leads to destruction 

of natural resources and disregard for future generations. Inspire the work of 

scientists who urge us to live in harmony with your creation. God of grace,  

hear our prayer. 

You are the refuge of all who seek hope and freedom. Accompany immigrants, 

refugees, and asylum seekers who cross borders to find safety and opportunity. 

Embolden leaders to draft compassionate policies on behalf of migrants and those 

who assist them. God of grace,      hear our prayer. 

Love bears, believes, hopes, and endures all things. Comfort with your love all 

who are lonely, fearful, or brokenhearted. Sustain the hope of all those who suffer 

in body or spirit (especially). God of grace,    hear our prayer. 

Your grace falls upon young and old alike. Bless the gifts of children in this 

congregation and in this community. Give us humble hearts to follow their 

leadership. Inspire us with their laughter, their insight, and their curiosity. God of 

grace,          hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

We praise you for those who have gone before us and now see you face to face 

(especially). Abide with us in this mortal life until we rest in the arms of your 

never ending love. God of grace,     hear our prayer. 

Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of 

our prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior.  

          Amen. 

 

 



*THE LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

*BENEDICTION 

P: God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, who rejoices over you, and 

who calls you by name, ☩ bless your going out and your coming in, today and 

forever. 

        

*SENDING HYMN: # 320 

 



*DISMISSAL 

P: Go with Christ into a weary world. Share the good news. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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