February 2022

A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
Dear friends,
February is the month that our thoughts move to love, and of course, we all hope
that the groundhog predicts that spring is just around the corner. (That is if you
trust a groundhog as a prophet!) Most importantly, it is a time to remember that
God’s love for each of us in unconditional. God does not love us because of some
virtue we possess. He doesn’t care if we are rich or poor, if we have a fancy car or
not, or if we are among those considered part of elite society. He simply loves
each one of us. 1 John 4:8 tells us that God loves us because “God is love.”
February is also for many of us a month when we begin to feel some unrest,
despite the frost and snow, we long to see the tips of the daffodils pushing up
through the ground. Life just seems to be a deep freeze. Christmas has come and
gone, and the thrill of a snow day has worn thin. We wait, impatiently in the
depth of our own personal winters. We all have these dark winter type times in
our lives, and it is faith that gets us through. It is remembering that Jesus is the
light of the world, and that He is with us through the long, dreary days of
February urging us to see this time as a time of rest and retreat. A time to settle
in read and contemplate God’s Word, a time to pray, a time to reach out by
phone and mail to others with an uplifting word.
As we wait for spring and the new summer sky, let us remember that we are
loved.
Blessings to each of you,

Pastor Linda

Health Care Facilities:

Dot Berrier, Ruth Dunkelberger, Marhtea Keck.

At home: Joan Carroll, Marilyn Eckert, Martha & Dick Hoffner, Carson Holman.
Friends & Neighbors: Jean & Bob Anstine, Louise Clouser, Lovell Kahley, Linda
Loy, Ted Russ, and Ruth Shepherd.
Everyone affected by the COVID-19 virus in any way.
Please contact the office (717-582-4356) with additions, corrections or deletions.

Lectors for February are:

Feb. 6 – Sara Kawski
Feb. 13 – Kelly Spotts
Feb. 20 – Rick Lamb
Feb. 27 Sharon Wenger

DON’T FORGET TO FEED YOUR PIGGY!
The Youth Group will again be collecting change (paper money too!) for the ELCA
Good Gifts project. Did you know that just $30 can provide a piglet to a family in
need. When this little piggy grows up, she will give birth to as many as 16 piglets
each year. Pigs help fertilize fields, provide food to eat and can be sold at market
for much-needed income. What a BIG difference a pig can make! Please return
your pigs now.

A big thank you to all of you for your generosity which has
allowed us to continue paying our church expenses, and serving those in need in
our community. We may be small, but we are”scrappy” and with God’s help we
will continue to survive this pandemic. God’s Blessings to Each of You!

FEBRUARY BIBLE STUDY
During the month of February we will examine the Mormon faith and how it
differs from our beliefs. . Please sign the sheet in the narthex if you plan to
come. However, even if you have not signed up, please feel free to come to any
session. We will meet on Thursdays Feb. 3, 10, 17, and the 24th at 1 p.m. in the
Sunday School Room. In case of snow or ice, the group will not meet and
material will be adjusted accordingly.

This year we will focus on learning about the Jewish religion during Lent. Please
sign the sheet in the narthex if you plan to come. However, even if you have not
signed up, please feel free to come to any session. We will meet at 1 p.m. in the
Sunday School Room on March 10, 17, 24, 31. In case of snow or ice, the group
will not meet and material will be adjusted accordingly.

Book Discussion – Coming in 2022!
If you are interested in reading and discussing the book, “I
Am Malala, The Girl Who Stood Up For Education and Was
Shot by the Taliban, please sign the sheet in the narthex. A
date and time will then be determined to accommodate
the
the group. “I Am Malala is the remarkable tale of a family uprooted by global
terrorism, of the fight for girls’ education, of a father who himself, a school
owner, championed and encouraged his daughter to write and attend school, and
of brave parents who have a fierce love for their daughter in a society that prizes
sons. I Am Malala will make you believe in the power of one person’s voice to
inspire change in the world.”
FEBRUARY CALENDAR
Thursday, Feb. 3

Bible Study at 1 p.m.

Sunday, Feb. 6

Sunday Service, 9 a.m. – Communion

Tuesday, Feb. 8

Council, 7 p.m.

Thursday, Feb. 10

Bible Study at 1 p.m.

Sunday, Feb. 13

Sunday Service, 9 a.m.

Monday, Feb. 14

Happy Valentine Day – God Loves You!

Thursday, Feb. 17

Bible Study, 1 p.m.

Sunday, Feb. 20

Sunday Service, 9 a.m.

Thursday, Feb. 14

Bible Study at 1 p.m.

Sunday, Feb. 27

Sunday Service, 9 a.m. Transformation of Our Lord

March 2

Ash Wednesday Service at 7 p.m.

March 10

First Lent Bible Study Meeting, 1 p.m.

Souper Bowl of Caring
This year we will be collecting toiletries for Join Hands Minsitry.
The following are needed:
Conditioner (will accept any scent but we have tons of Green apple suave
shampoo)
Body Wash (not soap - we have soap and they they get soap when we are out of
body wash)
Dish Soap
Band aids
Diapers size 5 and 6
Shaving cream
Just put items in the shopping cart in the Sunday school room. We will collect
these items through February 27, 2022. Thank you for your help.
FEBRUARY WORSHIP
February 5 - 5th Sunday After Epiphany
The fifth Sunday after Epiphany continues to highlight unlikely instruments and
circumstances appointed to reveal God’s glory. “Who will go for us?” God asks. A person of
unclean lips, a former persecutor of the church of God, and three fishermen who couldn’t catch a
thing. More surprising still, perhaps, is that we are also called.

FELLOWSHIP
ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates us, redeems us, and calls
us by name.
C: Amen.
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P: Most merciful God,
C: we confess that we have sinned against you and your beloved children. We
have turned our faces away from your glory when it did not appear as we
expected. We have rejected your word when it made us confront ourselves.
We have failed to show hospitality to those you called us to welcome. Accept
our repentance for the things we have done and the things we have left
undone. For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us and lead
us, that we may bathe in the glory of your Son born among us, and reflect
your love for all creation. Amen.
P: Rejoice in this good news: In ☩ Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven. You are
descendants of the Most High, adopted into the household of Christ, and inheritors
of eternal life. Live as freed and forgiven children of God.
C: Amen.

*ENTRANCE HYMN

# 797 WOV

1. O God beyond all praising, we worship you today and sing the love amazing that
songs cannot repay; for we can only wonder at every gift you send, at blessings
without number and mercies without end; we lift our hearts before you and wait
upon your Word, we honor and adore you, our great and mighty Lord.
2. Then hear, O gracious Savior, accept the love we bring, that we who know your
favor may serve you as our king; and whether our tomorrows be filled with good or
ill, we’ll triumph through our sorrows and rise to bless you still; to marvel at your
beauty and glory in your ways, and make a joyful duty our sacrifice of praise.

*GREETING
P: The boundless grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the wisdom of God, and the light
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

*KYRIE
A: In Peace, let us pray to the Lord!

A: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

A: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

A: for this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us
pray to the Lord.

A: Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord.

* HYMN OF PRAISE
A: This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.

*SALUTATION
P: The Lord be with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
All: Most holy God, the earth is filled with your glory, and before you angels
and saints stand in awe. Enlarge our vision to see your power at work in the
world, and by your grace make us heralds of your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.
FIRST LESSON:

Isaiah 6:1-8 [9-13]

Through a vision in the temple, the eighth-century prophet Isaiah is called by God
to announce judgment against Israel. Aware of his sinfulness and shortcomings,
Isaiah is initially hesitant. But when God calls, Isaiah responds, “Here am I; send
me!”
1

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and
lofty; and the hem of his robe filled the temple. 2Seraphs were in attendance above
him; each had six wings: with two they covered their faces, and with two they
covered their feet, and with two they flew. 3And one called to another and said:
“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory.” 4The
pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the house
filled with smoke. 5And I said: “Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean
lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King,
the LORD of hosts!”
6
Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken
from the altar with a pair of tongs. 7The seraph touched my mouth with it and said:
“Now that this has touched your lips, your guilt has departed and your sin is
blotted out.” 8Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and
who will go for us?” And I said, “Here am I; send me!” [9And he said, “Go and say
to this people: ‘Keep listening, but do not comprehend; keep looking, but do not
understand.’ 10Make the mind of this people dull, and stop their ears, and shut their
eyes, so that they may not look with their eyes, and listen with their ears, and
comprehend with their minds, and turn and be healed.” 11Then I said, “How long,
O Lord?” And he said: “Until cities lie waste without inhabitant, and houses
without people, and the land is utterly desolate; 12until the LORD sends everyone far
away, and vast is the emptiness in the midst of the land. 13Even if a tenth part
remain in it, it will be burned again, like a terebinth or an oak whose stump
remains standing when it is felled.” The holy seed is its stump.
L: The word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

Please join me in responsively reading Psalm 138:
1

I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with my whole heart; before the gods I
will sing your praise.
2
I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because of
your steadfast love and faithfulness; for you have glorified your name and
your word above all things.
3

When I called, you answered me; you increased my strength within me.
All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O LORD, when they have heard
the words of your mouth.
4

5

They will sing of the ways of the LORD, that great is the glory of the LORD.
The LORD is high, yet cares for the lowly, perceiving the haughty from
afar.
6

7

Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; you stretch forth your
hand against the fury of my enemies; your right hand shall save me.
8
You will make good your purpose for me; O LORD, your steadfast love
endures forever; do not abandon the works of your hands.

SECOND LESSON:
1 Corinthians 15:1-11
Paul delivers in a nutshell the story of the gospel that was given to him. In the
lineage of the Christian faith, we have received the good news of God’s love from
generations of believers before us, and we continue to tell this story to the world.
1

Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I proclaimed
to you, which you in turn received, in which also you stand, 2through which also
you are being saved, if you hold firmly to the message that I proclaimed to you—
unless you have come to believe in vain.
3
For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that
Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, 4and that he was buried,
and that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the scriptures, 5and that
he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6Then he appeared to more than five
hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some
have died. 7Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8Last of all, as to
one untimely born, he appeared also to me. 9For I am the least of the apostles, unfit

to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 10But by the grace
of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me has not been in vain. On the
contrary, I worked harder than any of them—though it was not I, but the grace of
God that is with me. 11Whether then it was I or they, so we proclaim and so you
have come to believe.
L: The word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

*GOSPEL
Jesus’ teaching of God’s word has begun to draw great crowds. For Simon, James,
and John, Jesus’ teaching inspires hospitality, then obedience, and then risk. After
Jesus’ creative power is revealed, fear and amazement leads these three fishermen
to leave everything behind to become apostles.
P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 5th chapter.

1

Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and the crowd was
pressing in on him to hear the word of God, 2he saw two boats there at the shore of
the lake; the fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their nets. 3He got
into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little
way from the shore. Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat. 4When
he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into the deep water and let
down your nets for a catch.” 5Simon answered, “Master, we have worked all night
long but have caught nothing. Yet if you say so, I will let down the nets.” 6When
they had done this, they caught so many fish that their nets were beginning to
break. 7So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them.
And they came and filled both boats, so that they began to sink. 8But when Simon
Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Go away from me, Lord, for I

am a sinful man!” 9For he and all who were with him were amazed at the catch of
fish that they had taken; 10and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who
were partners with Simon. Then Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now
on you will be catching people.” 11When they had brought their boats to shore, they
left everything and followed him.
P: The Gospel of the Lord.

MESSAGE

LUKE 5:1-11

I bet many of you have been fishing! Let me see a show of hands! Of course, I
have been fishing also. I grew up with five brothers and we would often walk out
to what we called the Red Bridge as you started up Kennedy’s Valley during the
summer, and we spent many happy hours wading in the water and occasionally
catching a small “sunny.” So, when my two sons were old enough, I thought we
should go on a family outing to fish. My husband had never been fishing, and of
course, I told him how relaxing and fun it was. Eventually, we wound up at North
Middleton park and waded into the water. One of the banks was covered with
poison sumac and poison ivy and I had pointed it out and warned everyone to
stay away from it. Unfortunately, some how my husband came in contact with it,
and the next morning his eyes were almost swelled shut and he was covered with
a rash. It took several trips to the doctor’s office, and several shots to get him
straightened out again. Needless to say, he never went fishing with us again.
Perhaps things would have been different if we had been fishing from a boat like
the disciples, and I could have kept him away from that bank, but we will never
know!
Today, we once again, hear the story of the disciples fishing, and no fish were
biting. Then Jesus told the disciples, in the boat in which He was riding, to cast
out their nets. Even though they had seen Jesus perform many miracles, it
probably never entered their minds that this would be one of those times. In fact,
they argued with Jesus giving Him an excuse why what He told them to do was
useless, telling Him they had worked all night and not caught any fish.

Finally, the disciple’s cast their net as Jesus had asked them to do, and caught so
many fish that the boat began to sink and they had to motion for the other boat
close to them to come over and help them. At the end of the story, Jesus tells
them not to worry or be afraid, for from now on they will be “fishing for men.”
Most of us have probably known this story since we were knee high to a
grasshopper, and I bet you can remember singing the song, “I will make you
fishers of men, if you follow me.”
However, it is easy to jump over the point of obedience and concentrate solely on
fishing for men. Yet, when we look closer, we see that the story is also about
obeying God’s commands. It is about not giving our human excuses, it is about
faithfully doing what God has asked of us. Like the disciples, it is easy to say to
ourselves that what we have tried is not working, and thus, we don’t have to try
anymore. They were catching no fish, so why cast their nets sounds a lot like, “I
asked so and so to a church event but they said no.” So that is not working, so I
will not try asking someone else. Yet, Jesus has asked us to share His love with
everyone we meet and to spread the good news, and make disciples of all men.
This morning, I would, also, like to concentrate on the vessel, the boat, itself. If
you have ever been fishing on a boat with a group of other people, take a
moment and think about what it felt like. Most likely, it was a place of fellowship.
A place where you felt a connection to those with you for you were all united in
a similar purpose. Even if you did not catch anything that day and were a little
frustrated, you probably left the boat that day with that warm feeling of having
connected with others with similar interests. In fact, that boat was just a boat
without the people on board that day. Just as the church is just a building
without the people; not a very special place when empty.
What makes any event, and especially the church, special is who shows up. It is
those around us that help create the feeling of intimacy and belonging. We
know that God is with us always, and in Matthew 18:20, Jesus tells us that “where
two or three are gathered in my name, I am there with them.” Just as Jesus was
there in the boat with the disciples, He is here with us right now encouraging us
to cast our nets despite the fact that we may be filled with doubt.
Fishing for men is conveying the atmosphere that existed on the boat that day.
Jesus love for us, that feeling of being in fellowship, and that special feeling of
belonging and peace. Many today are lost and drifting, looking for a sense of
belonging and community. A place where they really belong. It is just this that

the Church can offer today. God’s love surrounds all of us, and the community of
God’s people can provide a place of hope, safety, and comfort.
As we leave here this morning, let us remember that catching souls for Jesus is
not only Peter’s work. All of us share in his work by hearing the word, by being a
part of this congregation, by bringing your families, by the sacrifices you make in
order to bring an offering today out of the thankfulness in your heart to God.
Most importantly, you continue in the fishing for men by your witness to the
word of God, the light of Galilee. By your words to a friend, "Can I pray for you?"
By your readiness to explain the faith in your own way, how Jesus brought you
out of darkness and into eternal light.
We also need to remember the importance of regularly attending Church
ourselves, for it is through being part of a congregations that we experience the
intimacy and support of God’s children. It is where we regenerate our spirit so
we can try again and again.
Remember, the net is in our vessel. Jesus is telling us to launch out into the deep
and let down our nets. Joshua 1:9 tells us, “Have I not commanded you? Be
strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the
Lord your God is wherever you go.”
I leave you with this thought to ponder and hopefully take action on. What are
each of us personally going to do about fishing for men, and building the
community of Christ? We too can see a miracle involving the future if we will go
with Jesus and cast where He tells us. But God help the next generation if we
don’t!
Amen

HYMN

# 770 WOV

*APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I
believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power
of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the
third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen
*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to pray
for the church, the world, and all that God has made.
A brief silence.
Equip your church to proclaim the good news that we have first received: the
forgiveness and grace shown to us through Jesus Christ. Send us out as apostles,
sharing the hope of your salvation with a waiting world. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Holy are you, O God of hosts. Heaven and earth are filled with your glory. Reveal
your splendor in fiery sunsets and in deep blue twilights. Teach us to recognize you
in the beauty of our natural world. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Soften the hearts of rulers and governments that they perceive and tend to the
needs of their people. Remove corruption and the impulse toward violence. Protect
first responders and military personnel who risk their lives in service of others.
God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon those who look to you for
hope and healing. Bless doctors, nurses, social workers, therapists, and all
caregivers. Draw near to those who are scared, sick, or in pain (especially). God of
grace,
hear our prayer.
The disciples received help from partners as they brought in an abundant catch of
fish. So strengthen this congregation’s partnerships with community organizations
and ministries (especially). Multiply our shared efforts and bring joy to our
relationships. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
We give thanks for our ancestors in faith who boldly answered your call. By their
example give us courage to live in faith and to proclaim your mercy until the day
that you gather us into your glory. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of
our prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P: The Lord be with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

P: Let us give thanks and praise to the Lord our God.

*PREFACE
It is indeed right and salutary….we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:
*SANCTUS

*THANKSGIVING

P: Holy God, Creator of all and Source of life, at the birth of time your word
brought light into the world. In the fullness of time, you sent your Word, born of
Mary, to shine in our darkness and to make us your daughters and sons.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body,
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his birth and life among us, his death and
resurrection, we await his coming again when all things will be restored in him. By
your Spirit bless us and this bread and cup, that, held and nourished by you, we
may live as your children, shining with the light of your Son.
Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in
your holy Church, both now and forever.
C: Amen
*THE LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to God’s table.
There is a place for you and enough for all.
COMMUNION
*THE COMMUNION BLESSING:
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.
C: Amen.

*POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
We give you thanks, gracious God, for we have feasted on the abundance of your
house. Send us to bring good news and to proclaim your favor to all, strengthened
with the richness of your grace in your Son, Jesus Christ.
Amen.

*BENEDICTION
P: God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, who rejoices over you, and
who calls you by name, ☩ bless your going out and your coming in, today and
forever.

*SENDING HYMN:

# 723 WOV

*DISMISSAL
P: Go with Christ into a weary world. Share the good news.
C: Thanks be to God.

February 13 6th Sunday After Epiphany
Blessings and curses abound on the sixth Sunday after Epiphany. We would
do well to listen closely to whom the “blessed ares” and the “woe tos” are directed
and to find our place in the crowd among those who desire to touch Jesus. The
risen Christ stands among us in the mystery of the holy supper with an invitation to
live in him, and offers power to heal us all.

FELLOWSHIP
ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates us, redeems us, and calls
us by name.
C: Amen.
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P: Most merciful God,
C: we confess that we have sinned against you and your beloved children. We
have turned our faces away from your glory when it did not appear as we
expected. We have rejected your word when it made us confront ourselves. We
have failed to show hospitality to those you called us to welcome. Accept our
repentance for the things we have done and the things we have left undone. For
the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us and lead us, that we may
bathe in the glory of your Son born among us, and reflect your love for all
creation. Amen.
P: Rejoice in this good news: In ☩ Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven. You are
descendants of the Most High, adopted into the household of Christ, and
inheritors of eternal life. Live as freed and forgiven children of God.
C: Amen.

*ENTRANCE HYMN

# 771 WOV

*GREETING
P: The boundless grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the wisdom of God, and the light
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

*KYRIE
A: In Peace, let us pray to the Lord!

A: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

A: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

A: for this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us
pray to the Lord.

A: Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord.

* HYMN OF PRAISE
A: This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.

*SALUTATION
P: The Lord be with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
All: Living God, in Christ you make all things new. Transform the poverty of our
nature by the riches of your grace, and in the renewal of our lives make known
your glory, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
FIRST LESSON:

Jeremiah 17:5-10

These verses compose a poem that is part of a larger collection of wisdom sayings
that contrast two ways of life. Life with God brings blessing; the power and vitality
of God is active in our life. Life without God brings a curse, the power of death.
5

Thus says the LORD: Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals and make
mere flesh their strength, whose hearts turn away from the LORD. 6They shall be
like a shrub in the desert, and shall not see when relief comes. They shall live in
the parched places of the wilderness, in an uninhabited salt land.
7
Blessed are those who trust in the LORD, whose trust is the LORD. 8They shall be
like a tree planted by water, sending out its roots by the stream. It shall not fear
when heat comes, and its leaves shall stay green; in the year of drought it is not
anxious, and it does not cease to bear fruit.
9
The heart is devious above all else; it is perverse—who can understand it? 10I

the LORD test the mind and search the heart, to give to all according to their ways,
according to the fruit of their doings.
L: The word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

Please join me in responsively reading Psalm 1:
1

Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, nor
lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful!
2
Their delight is in the law of the LORD, and they meditate on God’s
teaching day and night.
3

They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season,
with leaves that do not wither; everything they do shall prosper.
4
It is not so with the wicked; they are like chaff which the wind blows away.
5

Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, nor the
sinner in the council of the righteous.
6
For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked
shall be destroyed.

SECOND LESSON:

1 Corinthians 15: 12-20

For Paul, the resurrection of Christ is the basis for Christian hope. Because Christ
has been raised, those who are in Christ know that they too will be raised to a new
life beyond death.
12

Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say
there is no resurrection of the dead? 13If there is no resurrection of the dead, then
Christ has not been raised; 14and if Christ has not been raised, then our
proclamation has been in vain and your faith has been in vain. 15We are even
found to be misrepresenting God, because we testified of God that he raised
Christ—whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised. 16For if the
dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised. 17If Christ has not been
raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. 18Then those also who have
died in Christ have perished. 19If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are
of all people most to be pitied. 20But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead,
the first fruits of those who have died.

L: The word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

*GOSPEL
After choosing his twelve apostles, Jesus teaches a crowd of followers about the
nature and demands of discipleship. He begins his great sermon with surprising
statements about who is truly blessed in the eyes of God.

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 6th chapter.

17

[Jesus] came down with [the twelve] and stood on a level place, with a great
crowd of his disciples and a great multitude of people from all Judea, Jerusalem,
and the coast of Tyre and Sidon.18They had come to hear him and to be healed of
their diseases; and those who were troubled with unclean spirits were
cured. 19And all in the crowd were trying to touch him, for power came out from
him and healed all of them.
20
Then he looked up at his disciples and said: “Blessed are you who are poor,
for yours is the kingdom of God. 21“Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you
will be filled. “Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh.
22
“Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you, revile
you, and defame you on account of the Son of Man. 23Rejoice in that day and leap
for joy, for surely your reward is great in heaven; for that is what their ancestors
did to the prophets.
24
“But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation. 25“Woe
to you who are full now, for you will be hungry. “Woe to you who are laughing
now, for you will mourn and weep. 26“Woe to you when all speak well of you, for
that is what their ancestors did to the false prophets.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord.

MESSAGE

LUKE 6:17-26

Our Gospel lesson for this morning marks the beginning of a series of teachings
referred to as the “Sermon on the Plain.” It is a shorter version of the much more
familiar collection of Jesus’ teachings in Matthew’s Gospel labeled the Sermon on
the Mount, a set of teachings that have long been considered central to our life
and faith as disciples of Christ.
Yet, it is this very same scripture that can make us feel uneasy, and yes, even
guilty at times for the fact that we are not poor. It is this sermon from Jesus that
makes us realize what being a disciple of Christ really means. It describes the high
standards of what a disciple of Christ should have, our very priorities, values and
norms. Jesus kingdom is indeed a radical reversal for us, even in today’s world. It
can easily stand our values on their head, for Jesus presents a mirror image of
what most envision the world to be, which means everything is in reverse.
One thing of importance that we should notice, is that the significant words of the
beatitudes, are spoken directly to the disciples and not to the crowd. In fact,
Jesus’ words are a direct call to the life of discipleship for each one of us. Luke is
in effect, drawing a comparison of the life of the disciples to that of Jesus. An
invitation to all of us to examine our hearts and minds to see if we are measuring
up to what is expected of us. In short, are we called to be the women and men
that God has called us to be?
But why this emphasis on the poor? Who are the poor that Jesus is talking about?
Most likely, they would include those whose worldly circumstances are
constrained—but who look to God for blessings. While they include the
financially impoverished, Jesus likely intends them also to include other
disadvantaged people—powerless people—marginalized people.
Throughout the Old Testament, God provided for the poor. A good example
comes from Deuteronomy 23, verses 24 and 25 state, “If you enter your

neighbor’s vineyard, you may eat all the grapes you want, but do not put any in
your basket. 25 If you enter your neighbor’s grain field, you may pick kernels with
your hands, but you must not put a sickle to their standing grain.” That is, you
may take what you need to feed your hunger, but no more.
Another example, comes from Exodus 22:25, that required slave owners to set
the salves free in the Sabbath Year, and Deuteronomy 15:12-18 required land
owners to return ancestral lands to the original owners in the Year of Jubilee.
God’s message is clear and the beatitudes just as relevant today as they were
when Jesus said them that day. Let’s listen to them in today’s language.
“Blessed are you who are poor even in a world of plenty, for yours is the kingdom
of God. Blessed are you who hunger now, even though you work hard at your job
but are not paid enough to make ends meet, for you will be satisfied.
Blessed are you who weep now, for those who are addicted, for the violence in
the world, for the disregard for human life, for the destruction of our earth,
for you will laugh.
Blessed are you when people hate you for your race, sexual preference, or sins in
your past, when they exclude you and insult you and reject your name as evil,
because of the Son of Man, for that is how their ancestors treated the false
prophets.
Jesus challenges us to stand up for those who can not stand up for themselves.
To not turn a blind eye or a deaf ear to the problems that surround us in our
community and the world. Each of us are called to wrestle with these everyday
problems, to take a stand and speak out. We are called to step forward and help
find solutions rather than think someone else will do so.
When Jesus spoke, He was speaking to each of us, His disciples, calling us to a
higher standard. In fact, Jesus demands a standard for human relationships that
involve going beyond and more than the norm. We are all good people here
today, but Jesus calls us to constantly reorder our priorities to make sure that we
are the type of disciples He expects us to be. We are being reminded that those
who are poor and hungry are more totally dependent on God for care and mercy,
and we who have enough or more, are subject to the temptation to be satisfied

with what we can do for ourselves, and to making God an afterthought, rather
than placing our reliance on Him for our care.
As we leave here today, let us remember that as disciples of Christ we are called
to the Great Commission. That is, to go out and make disciples, baptizing and
teaching them. However, if we are to be faithful to Jesus’ example, we must also
address the everyday needs of those around us. The needs for food, clothing,
health care, safety, housing, and education. This congregation is a very generous
one, yet we are being called to determine if we can go beyond. That is a question
that only each of us must personally answer personally. Let us never forget what
Jesus did for us on the cross, and that we need to remind ourselves daily that we
need to rely on Christ and be led by the Holy Spirit. Amen
HYMN

# 749WOV

*APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I
believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of
the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he
rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy
Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen
*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to pray
for the church, the world, and all that God has made.
A brief silence.
Blessed are those whose trust is in you. Strengthen the faith of those who profess
your name and bring reassurance to those who doubt or fear. Through your
church speak continued blessing into the world. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Those who trust in you are like trees planted by streams of water. Bless fruit trees
with an abundant harvest. Protect rainforests from destruction. Restore land that
has eroded after deforestation. Resurrect woodlands after forest fires. God of
grace,
hear our prayer.
Search the hearts of those who govern, that they lead with humility. Inspire
leaders to collaborate on policies that protect people and the planet. Sustain
truth-tellers and social movements that challenge society to become more honest
and just. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Send your blessings of mercy upon those who long for consolation. Tend to those
struggling with poverty, unemployment, or uncertainty. Provide for all who are
hungry. Console those who face persecution. Grant peace to all who suffer
(especially). God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Renew this congregation in our shared mission. As we plan and dream for the
future you are preparing, inspire us by the examples of Martin Luther and all the
reformers. Bless new projects and new ministry partnerships. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
Christ is raised from the dead, and so we cling to the hope of the resurrection. We
praise you for the lives of the saints who lived and died in the hope of eternal life
with you (especially). God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of
our prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.
*THE LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen
*BENEDICTION
P: God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, who rejoices over you, and
who calls you by name, ☩ bless your going out and your coming in, today and
forever.

*SENDING HYMN:

# 780 WOV

*DISMISSAL
P: Go with Christ into a weary world. Share the good news.
C: Thanks be to God.

February 20 -

7th Sunday After Epiphany

Blessings and curses abound on the sixth Sunday after Epiphany. We would
do well to listen closely to whom the “blessed ares” and the “woe tos” are directed
and to find our place in the crowd among those who desire to touch Jesus. The
risen Christ stands among us in the mystery of the holy supper with an invitation to
live in him, and offers power to heal us all.

FELLOWSHIP
ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates us, redeems us, and calls
us by name.
C: Amen.
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P: Most merciful God,
C: we confess that we have sinned against you and your beloved children. We
have turned our faces away from your glory when it did not appear as we
expected. We have rejected your word when it made us confront ourselves. We
have failed to show hospitality to those you called us to welcome. Accept our
repentance for the things we have doneand the things we have left undone. For
the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us and lead us, that we may
bathe in the glory of your Son born among us, and reflect your love for all
creation. Amen.

P: Rejoice in this good news: In ☩ Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven. You are
descendants of the Most High, adopted into the household of Christ, and
inheritors of eternal life. Live as freed and forgiven children of God.
C: Amen.
*ENTRANCE HYMN

# 370

*GREETING
P: The boundless grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the wisdom of God, and the light
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
*KYRIE
A: In Peace, let us pray to the Lord!

A: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

A: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

A: for this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us
pray to the Lord.

A: Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord.

* HYMN OF PRAISE

A: This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.

*SALUTATION
P: The Lord be with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
All: O Lord Jesus, make us instruments of your peace, that where there is
hatred, we may sow love, where there is injury, pardon, and where there is
despair, hope. Grant, O divine master, that we may seek to console, to
understand, and to love in your name, for you live and reign with the Father and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
FIRST LESSON:

Genesis 45:3-11, 15

Many years after being sold into slavery by his jealous brothers, Joseph reveals
himself to them. Now the second-in-command in Egypt, Joseph reassures his
brothers that God has used their evil intentions for good to preserve life during a
devastating famine, and Joseph forgives them.
Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his brothers
could not answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence.
3

4

Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer.
He said, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. 5And now do not
be distressed, or angry with yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent
me before you to preserve life. 6For the famine has been in the land these two
years; and there are five more years in which there will be neither plowing nor
harvest. 7God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to
keep alive for you many survivors. 8So it was not you who sent me here, but God;
he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all
the land of Egypt. 9Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your
son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not
delay. 10You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and
your children and your children’s children, as well as your flocks, your herds, and
all that you have. 11I will provide for you there—since there are five more years of
famine to come—so that you and your household, and all that you have, will not
come to poverty.’ ” 15And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and
after that his brothers talked with him.
L: The word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

Please join me in responsively reading Psalm 37: 1-11, 39-40
1

Do not be provoked by evildoers; do not be jealous of those who do wrong.
2
For they shall soon wither like the grass, and like the green grass fade away.
3

Put your trust in the LORD and do good; dwell in the land and find safe pasture.
Take delight in the LORD, who shall give you your heart’s desire.

4
5

Commit your way to the LORD; put your trust in the LORD, and see what God will
do.
6
The LORD will make your vindication as clear as the light and the justice of
your case like the noonday sun.
7

Be still before the LORD and wait patiently. Do not be provoked by the one who
prospers, the one who succeeds in evil schemes.
8
Refrain from anger, leave rage alone; do not be provoked; it leads only to
evil.

9

For evildoers shall be cut off, but those who hope in the LORD shall possess the
land.
10
In a little while the wicked shall be no more; even if you search out their
place, they will not be there.
11

But the lowly shall possess the land; they will delight in abundance of peace.
39
But the deliverance of the righteous comes from you, O LORD; you are their
stronghold in time of trouble.
40

You, O LORD, will help them and rescue them; you will rescue them from the
wicked and deliver them, because in you they seek refuge.

SECOND LESSON:

1 Corinthians 15: 35-38, 42-50

In the Apostles’ Creed, we speak of the “resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting.” Using the metaphor of a planted seed and the story of Adam, Paul
preaches passionately about the mystery of following Christ’s perfect life into
eternity.
35

But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do
they come?” 36Fool! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. 37And as
for what you sow, you do not sow the body that is to be, but a bare seed, perhaps
of wheat or of some other grain. 38But God gives it a body as he has chosen, and
to each kind of seed its own body.
42
So it is with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable, what is
raised is imperishable. 43It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in
weakness, it is raised in power. 44It is sown a physical body, it is raised a spiritual
body. If there is a physical body, there is also a spiritual body. 45Thus it is written,
“The first man, Adam, became a living being”; the last Adam became a life-giving
spirit. 46But it is not the spiritual that is first, but the physical, and then the
spiritual. 47The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is
from heaven. 48As was the man of dust, so are those who are of the dust; and as is
the man of heaven, so are those who are of heaven. 49Just as we have borne the
image of the man of dust, we will also bear the image of the man of heaven.

50

What I am saying, brothers and sisters, is this: flesh and blood cannot inherit the
kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.
L: The word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

*GOSPEL
Jesus continues to address a crowd of his disciples. He invites his followers to
shower radical love, blessing, forgiveness, generosity, and trust even on enemies
and outsiders. Living in harmony with God’s intent brings the reward of overflowing
blessing.

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 6th chapter.

[Jesus said:] 27“But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those
who hate you, 28bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. 29If
anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also; and from anyone who takes
away your coat do not withhold even your shirt. 30Give to everyone who begs
from you; and if anyone takes away your goods, do not ask for them again. 31Do
to others as you would have them do to you.
32
“If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners
love those who love them. 33If you do good to those who do good to you, what
credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. 34If you lend to those from
whom you hope to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to
sinners, to receive as much again. 35But love your enemies, do good, and lend,
expecting nothing in return. Your reward will be great, and you will be children of
the Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. 36Be merciful, just
as your Father is merciful.

37

“Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not
be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven; 38give, and it will be given to
you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put
into your lap; for the measure you give will be the measure you get back.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord.

MESSAGE

LUKE 6:27-38

Today’s scripture lesson continues with Jesus’ instructions of how we should live
our lives as His disciples. Just like last Sunday’s Gospel lesson, Jesus’ words
continue to turn our world and lives upside down! I think that many of your will
agree with me that Jesus’ words this week are perhaps some of the hardest to
accept and obey.
Before we go any further, let me share a story with you that I read on the internet
this week.
A man who had reached his 100th birthday was being interviewed by a reporter.
“What are you most proud of?” the reporter asked.
“Well,” said the man, “I don’t have an enemy in the world.”
“What a beautiful thought! How inspirational!” said the reporter.
“Yep,” added the man, “I outlived every last one of them.”
Although the story made me laugh, I have to say that I don’t think this is quite
what Jesus had in mind when it comes to how we should treat our enemies
Let’s listen to Jesus’ words again. “But I say to you that listen, love your enemies,
do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who
abuse you. If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also; and from
anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even your shirt. Give to
everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes away your goods, do not ask for
them again. Do to others as you would have them do to you.”

When we think about Jesus’ words, we begin to realize that they are all about
attitude, the attitude we have about others, and more importantly, the attitude
we have about ourselves. The Oxford Dictionary defines attitude as “a settled
way of thinking or feeling about someone or something, typically one that is
reflected in the person’s behavior.”
I am sure all of us have heard the word “attitude” used frequently. Many of us
have probably used the word this way, especially if we have raised children
through the teenage years. “I don’t like your attitude!” That is, I don’t like the
way that you are behaving, or, “that person has an attitude problem!” That is,
they are behaving in a way that makes it difficult for you to relate to then.
Although Jesus always loves us, He may not always like our attitudes; for when it
comes to our enemies, those who don’t like us, who may even wish to do us
harm, Jesus asks us to have a different type of attitude that requires us to put
away our own egos and insecurities, and treat our enemies in ways that are
typically quite different from the world’s standard. Yep, here is the place where
Jesus again turns our world and lives upside down.
Jesus’ command to “love our enemies,” was not something new in Jesus’ time.
There are many places in the Old Testament where this command appears. For
example, Leviticus chapter 19, tells us, “You shall not take vengeance or bear a
grudge against any of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I
am the Lord.” My guess is that the people of that time also found the command
hard to accept, and like some of us, at times wondered if it was beyond their
human ability to attain.
About now, you are most like thinking, “Yea, I hear you, but how does this work in
our world, what does love my enemies even look like?” It is here that Jesus is
asking us adjust our attitude, and not hate them back, or retaliate against them in
any way. That is, don’t whack them over the head with a baseball bat, but take a
positive action toward the person by treating them with genuine kindness.
Regardless of how they treat you, we are called to always treat them well, to use
kind words no matter what. To even bless them and pray for them, and walk
away from a confrontation; to not speak ill of them to others, and to forgive them
in our heart for the wrongs they may have done, and to greet them and be
friendly and kind to them the next time you meet.

In simplified terms, a blessing is a statement that is said about another person, as
well as the conditions that fulfill those good words. It is such an important word,
that it is used over 400 times in the Old Testament alone. The word, “blessing,”
was used from the very beginning of creation. Genesis 1: 21-22 tells us that God
created all the sea and everything in it. God saw that it was good, and He
“blessed them and said, “Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the waters in
the seas.” So, we see, the importance of a blessings, as well as blessing and
praying for others. Blessing someone can be as simple as saying to yourself, “May
the Lord Bless you and Keep you,” and really meaning it in our heart, for words
without genuine change in our hearts are just empty words.
As we leave here this morning, challenged by what Jesus commands us to do, let
us not forget the words of John 3:16. “For God so loved the world, that he gave
his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.
And John 15:14 tell us Jesus said, “If you love me, you will keep my
commandments.” We have been given so much as Children of God, how can we
not keep Jesus commandment to “Love our Enemies,” and to bless and pray for
them. “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed
us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places. (Ephesians 1:3)
Amen
HYMN

# 423

1. Lord, whose love in humble service bore the weight of human need, who upon
the cross, forsaken, worded your mercy’s perfect deed: we, your servants, bring
the worship not of voice alone, but heart; consecrating to your purpose every gift
which you impart.
2. Still your children wonder homeless; still the hungry cry for bread; still the
captives long for freedom; still in grief we mourn our dead. As you, Lord, in deep
compassion healed the sick and freed the soul, by your spirit send your power to
our world to make it whole.
3. As we worship, grant us vision, till your love’s revealing light in its height and
depth and greatness dawns upon our quickened sight, making known the needs
and burdens your compassion bids us bear, stirring us to ardent service, your
abundant life to share.

*APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I
believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of
the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he
rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy
Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen
*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to pray
for the church, the world, and all that God has made.
A brief silence.
You teach us to love our neighbors and enemies alike. Encourage your church to
follow the leading of your love, especially when it is risky or difficult. Help us to
show mercy just as we have first received mercy. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Nurture fields that lie dormant, resting until it is time to bloom again. Bless
farmers and all who cultivate fields and urban gardens. Give favorable weather
for planting. Bring forth from buried seed an abundant harvest, and guard against
famine and disease. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Look upon our world with mercy, that we delight in an abundance of peace.
Protect all whose lives are marred by war and civil unrest. Release political
prisoners and amplify the voices that challenge us to seek forgiveness and pursue
nonviolence. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Your people cry out for mercy. Console hearts that long for forgiveness. Mend
broken relationships. Heal bodies that suffer chronic pain or illness. Strengthen
and deliver all whose spirits are troubled (especially). God of grace,
hear our prayer.

You bind us together into one family. Teach us to forgive one another and to
resolve conflicts with humility and patience. Bless families of all shapes and sizes,
and show love to those who are lonely or grieving. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
We praise you for the saints who have inherited the fullness of your kingdom
(especially). As you have raised them to imperishable and eternal life, sustain us in
faith by the promise of resurrection. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of
our prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

*THE LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen
*BENEDICTION
P: God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, who rejoices over you, and
who calls you by name, ☩ bless your going out and your coming in, today and
forever.

*SENDING HYMN:

# 433

*DISMISSAL
P: Go with Christ into a weary world. Share the good news.
C: Thanks be to God.

February 27 -

Transfiguration of Our Lord

Witnesses to the glory of God in the face of Jesus reflect that glory in the
world. It was true for Moses. It was doubtless true for Peter, James, and John. We
pray that it will be true of all of us who see God’s glory in the word and in the
supper and who are being “transformed into the same image” by God’s Spirit.

FELLOWSHIP
ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates us, redeems us, and calls
us by name.
C: Amen.
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P: Most merciful God,
C: we confess that we have sinned against you and your beloved children. We
have turned our faces away from your glory when it did not appear as we
expected. We have rejected your word when it made us confront ourselves. We
have failed to show hospitality to those you called us to welcome. Accept our
repentance for the things we have doneand the things we have left undone. For
the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us and lead us, that we may
bathe in the glory of your Son born among us, and reflect your love for all
creation. Amen.
P: Rejoice in this good news: In ☩ Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven. You are
descendants of the Most High, adopted into the household of Christ, and
inheritors of eternal life. Live as freed and forgiven children of God.
C: Amen.

*ENTRANCE HYMN

# 403

*GREETING
P: The boundless grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the wisdom of God, and the light
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

*KYRIE
A: In Peace, let us pray to the Lord!

A: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

A: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

A: for this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us
pray to the Lord.

A: Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord.

* HYMN OF PRAISE
A: This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.

*SALUTATION
P: The Lord be with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

All: Holy God, mighty and immortal, you are beyond our knowing, yet we see
your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. Transform us into the likeness of your Son,
who renewed our humanity so that we may share in his divinity, Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.
FIRST LESSON:

Exodus 34:29-35

Moses’ face shone with the reflected glory of God after he received the Ten
Commandments on Mount Sinai. The sight caused the Israelites to be afraid, so
Moses wore a veil to mask the radiance of God’s glory, taking it off when he spoke
directly with God.
29

Moses came down from Mount Sinai. As he came down from the mountain with
the two tablets of the covenant in his hand, Moses did not know that the skin of
his face shone because he had been talking with God. 30When Aaron and all the
Israelites saw Moses, the skin of his face was shining, and they were afraid to
come near him. 31But Moses called to them; and Aaron and all the leaders of the
congregation returned to him, and Moses spoke with them. 32Afterward all the
Israelites came near, and he gave them in commandment all that the LORD had
spoken with him on Mount Sinai. 33When Moses had finished speaking with them,
he put a veil on his face; 34but whenever Moses went in before the LORD to speak
with him, he would take the veil off, until he came out; and when he came out,
and told the Israelites what he had been commanded, 35the Israelites would see
the face of Moses, that the skin of his face was shining; and Moses would put the
veil on his face again, until he went in to speak with him.
L: The word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

Please join me in responsively reading Psalm 99
1

The LORD is king; let the people tremble. The LORD is enthroned upon the
cherubim; let the earth shake.
2
The LORD, great in Zion, is high above all peoples.
3

Let them confess God’s name, which is great and awesome; God is the Holy
One.
4
O mighty king, lover of justice, you have established equity; you have
executed justice and righteousness in Jacob.

5

Proclaim the greatness of the LORD and fall down before God’s footstool; God is
the Holy One.
6
Moses and Aaron among your priests, and Samuel among those who call
upon your name, O LORD, they called upon you, and you answered them,
7

you spoke to them out of the pillar of cloud; they kept your testimonies and
the decree that you gave them.
8
O LORD our God, you answered them indeed; you were a God who forgave
them, yet punished them for their evil deeds.
9

Proclaim the greatness of the LORD and worship upon God’s holy hill; for
the LORD our God is the Holy One.
SECOND LESSON:

2 Corinthians 3: 12- 4: 2

In his debates with the Corinthians, Paul contrasts the glory of Moses with the glory
of Christ. The Israelites could not see Moses’ face because of the veil. But in Christ
we see the unveiled glory of God and are transformed into Christ’s likeness.
12

Since, then, we have such a hope, we act with great boldness, 13not like Moses,
who put a veil over his face to keep the people of Israel from gazing at the end of
the glory that was being set aside. 14But their minds were hardened. Indeed, to
this very day, when they hear the reading of the old covenant, that same veil is
still there, since only in Christ is it set aside. 15Indeed, to this very day whenever
Moses is read, a veil lies over their minds; 16but when one turns to the Lord, the
veil is removed. 17Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is,
there is freedom. 18And all of us, with unveiled faces, seeing the glory of the Lord
as though reflected in a mirror, are being transformed into the same image from
one degree of glory to another; for this comes from the Lord, the Spirit.
4:1
Therefore, since it is by God’s mercy that we are engaged in this ministry, we
do not lose heart. 2We have renounced the shameful things that one hides; we
refuse to practice cunning or to falsify God’s word; but by the open statement of
the truth we commend ourselves to the conscience of everyone in the sight of
God.
L: The word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

*GOSPEL
The conversation about Jesus’ suffering and death is enclosed in a dazzling
foreshadowing of the resurrection. God affirms Jesus’ identity, the disciples are
stunned speechless, and Jesus resumes his mission with a demonstration of his
power over evil.

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 6th chapter.

28

Now about eight days after these sayings Jesus took with him Peter and John
and James, and went up on the mountain to pray. 29And while he was praying, the
appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became dazzling
white. 30Suddenly they saw two men, Moses and Elijah, talking to him. 31They
appeared in glory and were speaking of his departure, which he was about to
accomplish at Jerusalem. 32Now Peter and his companions were weighed down
with sleep; but since they had stayed awake, they saw his glory and the two men
who stood with him. 33Just as they were leaving him, Peter said to Jesus, “Master,
it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for
Moses, and one for Elijah”—not knowing what he said. 34While he was saying this,
a cloud came and overshadowed them; and they were terrified as they entered
the cloud. 35Then from the cloud came a voice that said, “This is my Son, my
Chosen; listen to him!” 36When the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And
they kept silent and in those days told no one any of the things they had seen.
37
On the next day, when they had come down from the mountain, a great
crowd met him. 38Just then a man from the crowd shouted, “Teacher, I beg you to
look at my son; he is my only child. 39Suddenly a spirit seizes him, and all at once

he shrieks. It convulses him until he foams at the mouth; it mauls him and will
scarcely leave him. 40I begged your disciples to cast it out, but they could
not.” 41Jesus answered, “You faithless and perverse generation, how much longer
must I be with you and bear with you? Bring your son here.” 42While he was
coming, the demon dashed him to the ground in convulsions. But Jesus rebuked
the unclean spirit, healed the boy, and gave him back to his father. 43aAnd all were
astounded at the greatness of God.
P: The Gospel of the Lord.

MESSAGE

Luke 9:28-36 (37-43)

Today, is also the Sunday that we traditionally focus on the “Transfiguration” of
Jesus. I have to admit that “Transfiguration” is a strange churchy word, a word
that most of us have never used in a conversation with someone. Most of us are
familiar with the word, transformation, and transfiguration is similar except that
its focus is on appearance. So, when Jesus appeared in glowing, dazzling white in
our Gospel lesson today, we say that He was “transfigured.” That is, Jesus
appearance was dramatically changed.
At first read, this section of Scripture may leave some of us saying to ourselves,
“Say What! What could be happening here and what does it all mean? Not only
does Jesus begin to shine with unworldly light, but all of a sudden Moses and
Elijah appear. In fact, it has been said that Luke’s account of Jesus’ transfiguration
is one of the “most elusive and evocative scenes in the Gospel.
To help our understanding, we need to look at what comes just before this
particular passage of Scripture. Just a few weeks ago, Luke told us of Jesus’
Baptism by John the Baptist. Who remembers what happened? Yes, heaven was
opened and the Holy Spirit descended on Jesus in the bodily form like a dove, and
a voice came from the heaven saying, “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I
am well pleased.” Jesus baptism signaled the beginning of His ministry.

Now let’s look at today’s Scripture. Just a few days after Peter proclaims that
Jesus is the Messiah, Jesus takes Peter, John, and James up a steep mountain to
pray, and as Jesus was praying all of a sudden Jesus physical appearance changes,
and His clothes become dazzling white.
As if things could not become more surprising, suddenly Moses and Elijah appear,
and begin talking to Jesus about His departure, or exodus, making it clear that
Jesus is in fact, faithful to His redemptive mission. To suffering, rejection, and
death, Jesus is resolutely moving toward Jerusalem and the cross.
Perhaps you are still wondering, why Moses and Elijah? So, let’s step back a
minute and try to understand why. First both Moses and Elijah played the role of
being mediators between the people and God; just as Jesus is the mediator
between us and God for the forgiveness of our sins. Moses and Elijah are also
from the Old Testament time, and their appearance connects them as
representatives of the Old Testament Law to Jesus, the Messiah and the Good
News.
Then another surprising event happens after their appearance. Even though Peter
did not understand what was happening on the mountaintop that day, he
somehow understands that whatever it was, was important. So, he offers to build
three dwelling places for Moses, Elijah and Jesus. Although it reveals the disciples
lack of understanding, the Greek word used for the structures indicates that most
likely Peter saw the event as the fulfillment of Israel’s celebration of the
wilderness wanderings of the “Feast of the Booths” each year.
The Feast of the Booths is also known as the Feast of the Tabernacles. In Leviticus
chapter twenty-three, God commanded ancient Israel to celebrate the Feast of
Booths by constructing and living in temporary housing built out of tree branches,
boughs and other naturally occurring materials. The feast was held at harvest
time to rejoice over God’s abundant blessings. It also served to remind the
Israelites that God lovingly took care of them when they sojourned the wilderness
after leaving Egyptian bondage. While Peter was making his offer, a cloud
overshadowed them, and from the cloud came a loud voice saying, “This is my
Son, my Chosen, listen to him!”

Perhaps you are beginning to see some similarities between Jesus’ baptism and
His transfiguration on the mountainside. The two messages both come from the
heavens, and both messages are quite clear that Jesus is the Son of God. Just as
Jesus’ Baptism indicated the beginning of His mission, the transfiguration suggests
a new turning point in Jesus’ ministry. In short, it announces Jesus’ final
preparation for His final journey to Jerusalem, and our preparation for the season
of Lent. Both events impress on us just what Jesus was about on this earth and
who He truly was.
The voice of God tells the disciples as well as each one of us to listen and to
understand Jesus; to really comprehend that He is the Son of God. To understand
what discipleship and following Jesus really means; to understand that it is not
easy, and that it requires courage, perseverance, sacrifice, and love. In fact,
listening to Jesus is our calling as a disciple.
The question we need to ask ourselves this morning is, “when was the last time
we really listened to Him?” Have we really heard Him this morning in the
Scripture, this sermon, in the songs we have sang? If we’re honest, it’s not a
question we like to be asked as it implies, we may not be listening, especially if
you are a male and your wife is doing the asking. Yet, it is a question that we
need to constantly ask ourselves in reference to our spiritual life. What I hope you
will get out of the sermon this morning is the clear and compelling invitation to
listen to the voice of Jesus.
Luke emphasizes the power that prayer has in our experiencing the presence of
God. So, as we leave here today and begin our Lenten journey this week, let us
resolve to spend time reading the Scripture and in daily prayer. Let us listen
quietly for the voice of the Holy Spirit, remembering that the resurrected Christ is
with us throughout our journey of life, whether we are in darkness, or whether
we are on the mountain top, He journeys with us and is the only one we should
listen to. Did you hear what God said about Jesus in today’s reading? “This is my
Son, whom I love; with Him I am well please. Listen to him!” Are you listening?
Amen
HYMN

# 783 WOV

1. Seek ye first the kingdom of God and its righteousness, and all these things

shall be added unto you. Allelu, allelluia.
2. Ask and it shall be given unto you; seek and you shall find; knock and the door
shall be opened unto you. Allelu, allelluia.
3. We do not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the
mouth of God. Allelu, allelluia.
*APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I
believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of
the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he
rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy
Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to pray
for the church, the world, and all that God has made.
A brief silence.
Transform us by your greatness, O God. Send us down the mountain to share joy
with all people. Make us agents of change, confident that your hope will vanquish
despair and your goodness will conquer evil. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

The mountains and valleys sing your praise. Dazzle us with your presence in every
landscape: bluffs built by ancient glaciers, canyons carved by flowing rivers, flat
horizons with uninterrupted views, and sands shaped by ocean tides. God of
grace,
hear our prayer.

You love justice and establish equity. Strengthen leaders of local governments,
community nonprofits, and grassroots campaigns. Bless them with gifts of
integrity, creativity, and sound conscience. Build up safe and joyful communities
where all people may thrive. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Heal those who are in distress (especially). Give patience to those waiting for
answers. Grant hope to those who have reached the limits of treatment. Give
compassionate hearts to those who accompany loved ones through illness and
uncertainty. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Today we shout alleluia from the mountaintop; this week we enter the wilderness
of Lent. Bless all who prepare and lead us in worship during this change of season:
pastors, deacons, musicians, and all who contribute to our worship life
(especially). God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
Blessed are they who listened to Christ’s voice in this life and now rest with him
(especially). Transform us from glory into glory, and give us your peace, that we
do not lose heart. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of
our prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.
*THE LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen
*BENEDICTION
P: God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, who rejoices over you, and
who calls you by name, ☩ bless your going out and your coming in, today and
forever.

*SENDING HYMN:

# 654 WOV

*DISMISSAL
P: Go with Christ into a weary world. Share the good news. C: Thanks be to God.
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