March 2022

A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
Dear Friends,
I always feel very hopeful when we begin the month of March. It means that
spring is in sight, and even though I know that the snowflakes may still fly, I know
that the snow drops will be blooming by the end of the month. It is a time of
waiting and hoping, and the perfect time to begin the season of Lent.
Lent is the time for each of us to think about the hope that our Lord Jesus brought
to each of us through the cross. It is a time for us to go inward and examine our
lives and our conscience. A time to repent, and a time to think about what the
world would be like if the cross had never happened. It is, also, at time to savor
the awe of Christ and His resurrection.
I hope you will join me in praying Psalm 51:10 each day. “Create in me a clean
hears, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.” For Lent is a time when we
work toward renewing our spirit and strengthening our faith.
May God bless each of you as we move through the month toward the
celebration of spring, the rebirth of our spirits, and the miracle of Easter.
Blessings,
Pastor Linda

Health Care Facilities:

Dot Berrier, Ruth Dunkelberger, Marhtea Keck.

At home: Joan Carroll, Marilyn Eckert, Martha & Dick Hoffner, Bruce & Sara
Miller.
Friends & Neighbors: Louise Clouser, and Ruth Shepherd.
Everyone affected by the COVID-19 virus in any way.
Please contact the office (717-582-4356) with additions, corrections or deletions.

Lectors for February are: March 2 – Sally Ann Ely
March 6 – Darlene Dum
March 13- Emma Eicher
March 20 – Jean Sanderson
March 27 – Sue Adams

A big thank you to all of you for your generosity which has
allowed us to continue paying our church expenses, and serving those in need in
our community. We may be small, but we are”scrappy” and with God’s help we
will continue to survive this pandemic. God’s Blessings to Each of You!

This year we will focus on learning about the Jewish religion during Lent. Please
sign the sheet in the narthex if you plan to come. However, even if you have not
signed up, please feel free to come to any session. We will meet at 1 p.m. in the
Sunday School Room on March 10, 17, 24, 31. In case of snow or ice, the group
will not meet and material will be adjusted accordingly.

No! Say it isn’t So!
Yep, it is that time of year again…..LENT!... The time when most of us think of
giving up something for the 40 days of Lent, or perhaps adding something! Now,
you all know about my various Lenten failures, especially the chocolate one. So,
this year I am trying something different! Here are just a few ideas that might
work for you also. During Lent:
 Don’t use the dishwasher
 Don’t use credit cards, spend only cash
 Don’t buy anything (except maybe food and other necessities )
 Don’t watch TV or movies
 Read the Bible for at least 20 minutes each day

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE
Come join us for the traditional Ash Wednesday Service, on Wednesday evening
March 2nd at 7 p.m. Each year, Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent and
is always 46 days before Easter Sunday. Lent is a 40 day season (not counting
Sundays) marked by repentance, fasting, reflection, and ultimately celebration at
the end. The 40 day period represents Christ’s time of temptation in the
wilderness, where He fasted and where Satan tempted Him.

The Grief Share Program will be offered again this
spring starting on Thursday, March 3rd from 3 to 5 p.m. in the Sunday School
Room. Grief Share is a Christian Based Program for people grieving the death of a
family member or friend. If you know someone who might be interested and
benefit from this 13 week program, please let Pastor Linda know.

Happy Saint Patrick’s Day – March 17th
Saint Patrick's Day, or the Feast of Saint Patrick is the Day of the Festival of
Patrick, is a cultural and religious celebration held on 17 March, the traditional
death date of Saint Patrick (c. 385 – c. 461), the foremost patron saint of Ireland.
Saint Patrick's Day was made an official Christian feast day in the early 17th
century and is observed by the Catholic Church, the Anglican
Communion (especially the Church of Ireland), the Eastern Orthodox Church, and
the Lutheran Church. The day commemorates Saint Patrick and the arrival
of Christianity in Ireland, and celebrates the heritage and culture of the Irish in
general. Be sure to celebrate by wearing the green.

CALENDAR FOR MARCH 2022
Wednesday, March 2

Ash Wednesday Service, 7 p.m.

Thursday, March 3

Grief Share, 3 to 5 p.m.

Sunday, March 6

Sunday Service with Communion
Lent Begins

Tuesday, March 8

Council, 7 p.m.

Thursday, March 10

Lenten Bible Study, 1 p.m.

Thursday, March 10

Grief Share, 3 to 5 p.m.

Sunday, March 13

Sunday Service

Daylight Savings Time Begins

Thursday, March 17

Lenten Bible Study, 1 p.m.

Thursday, March 17

Grief Share, 3 to 5 p.m.

Sunday, March 20

Sunday Service

Thursday, March 24

Lenten Bible Study, 1 p.m.

Thursday, March 24

Grief Share, 3 to 5 p.m.

Sunday, March 27

Sunday Service

Thursday, March 31

Lenten Bible Study, 1 p.m.

Thursday, March 31

Grief Share, 3 to 5 p.m.

“GUARDIAN ANGEL PROJECT”
We will be taking the fixings for Easter Dinner and food for the kids to make for
their lunches over the Easter Break to the families we support. If you would like
to donate items, please place them in the grocery cart in the Sunday School
Room. We could use healthy snacks, juice, soups and other canned items that can
easily be heated, cereal, pop tarts and so forth. All of our families are extremely
thankful for the food we provide. Let us continue to help cut down food
insecurity in our community.

MARCH WORSHIP
Wednesday, March 2, 2022
Ash Wednesday
Lent begins with a solemn call to fasting and repentance as we begin our journey to the baptismal waters of
Easter. As we hear in today's readings, now is the acceptable time to return to the Lord. During Lent the
people of God will reflect on the meaning of their baptism into Christ's death and resurrection. The sign of
ashes suggests our human mortality and frailty. What seems like an ending is really an invitation to make
each day a new beginning, in which we are washed in God's mercy and forgiveness. With the cross on our
brow, we long for the spiritual renewal that f lows from the springtime Easter feast to come.

GATHERING
PSALM 51: 1-18

The assembly gathers in silence.
Pastor

EXHORTATION
P: Brothers and sisters: God created us to experience joy in communion with him,
to love all humanity, and to live in harmony with all of his creation. But sin
separates us from God, our neighbors, and creation, and so we do not enjoy the life
our Creator intended for us. Also, by our sin we grieve our Father, who does not
desire us to come under his judgment, but to turn to him and live.
As disciples of the Lord Jesus we are called to struggle against everything that
leads us away from love of God and neighbor. Repentance, fasting, prayer, and
works of love—the discipline of Lent—help us to wage our spiritual warfare. I
invite you, therefore, to commit yourselves to this struggle and confess your sins,
asking our Father for strength to persevere in your Lenten discipline.
CONFESSION
P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: God of heaven and earth, you come in close and make us yours.
Equip us by your Spirit to confess our sin, embrace your forgiveness,
and seek the way you set before us in your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.

P: With honesty of heart, let us confess our sin. Merciful God,
C: forgive us. Our will is handcuffed to sin, and we cannot break free.
We have spoken when we should have kept quiet.
Silence.
We were silent when we should have said something.
Silence.
We acted when we knew better.
Silence.
We were still when we know we should have moved.
Silence.
For the wrong we have done, for the good we have failed to do,
have mercy on us, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
P: People of God, look to the ☩ Son, given to heal you and set you free
because God loved the world so much. Take hold of life—eternal life!
C: Amen.
IMPOSITION OF ASHES
People may come forward and kneel or stand to receive the ashes. Ministers mark
the forehead of each person with a cross of ashes, saying:
P: Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.
After those who desire ashes have received them, all may kneel or sit, and the
minister continues.
P: Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation,
C: that we may show forth your glory in the world.
P: By the cross and passion of your Son, of Savior,
C: bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection.
P: Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us

in eternal life.
C: Amen.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
ALL: Almighty and ever-living God, you hate nothing you have made, and
you forgive the sins of all who are penitent. Create in us new and honest
hearts, so that, truly repenting of our sins, we may receive from you, the God
of all mercy, full pardon and forgiveness through your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen

FIRST READING

Joel 2:1–2, 12–17

Because of the coming Day of the Lord, the prophet Joel calls the people to a
community lament. The repentant community reminds God of his gracious
character and asks God to spare the people, lest the nations doubt God's power to
save.
1

Blow the trumpet in Zion; sound the alarm on my holy mountain! Let all the
inhabitants of the land tremble, for the day of the LORD is coming, it is near— 2a
day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness!
Like blackness spread upon the mountains a great and powerful army comes; their
like has never been from of old, nor will be again after them
in ages to come.
12
Yet even now, says the LORD, return to me with all your heart, with fasting,
with weeping, and with mourning; 13rend your hearts and not your clothing. Return
to the LORD, your God, for he is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and relents from punishing.
14
Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, and leave a blessing behind him,
a grain offering and a drink offering for the LORD, your God?
15
16
Blow the trumpet in Zion; sanctify a fast; call a solemn assembly;
gather
the people. Sanctify the congregation; assemble the aged; gather the children, even
infants at the breast. Let the bridegroom leave his room,
and the bride her canopy. 17Between the vestibule and the altar let the priests, the
ministers of the LORD, weep. Let them say, “Spare your people, O LORD, and do

not make your heritage a mockery, a byword among the nations. Why should it be
said among the peoples, ‘Where is their God?’ ”
L: The word of the Lord.
SECOND READING

C: Thanks be to God.
2 Corinthians 5:20b—6:10

The ministry of the gospel endures many challenges and hardships. Through this
ministry, God's reconciling activity in the death of Christ reaches into the depths of
our lives to bring us into a right relationship with God. In this way, God accepts us
into the reality of divine salvation.
20b

We entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21For our sake he
made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the
righteousness of God.
6:1
As we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the grace of
God in vain. 2For he says, “At an acceptable time I have listened to you,
and on a day of salvation I have helped you.” See, now is the acceptable time; see,
now is the day of salvation! 3We are putting no obstacle in anyone’s way, so that
no fault may be found with our ministry, 4but as servants of God we have
commended ourselves in every way: through great endurance, in afflictions,
hardships, calamities, 5beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights,
hunger; 6by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine
love, 7truthful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness
for the right hand and for the left; 8in honor and dishonor, in ill repute and good
repute. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; 9as unknown, and yet are well
known; as dying, and see—we are alive; as punished, and yet not killed; 10as
sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing,
and yet possessing everything.
L: The word of the Lord.
*VERSE FOR LENT

C: Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL
P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 6th chapter.

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus commends almsgiving, prayer, and fasting, but
emphasizes that spiritual devotion must not be done for show.
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Beware of practicing your piety before others in
order to be seen by them; for then you have no reward from your Father in heaven.
2
“So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the
hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be praised by
others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. 3But when you give alms,
do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4so that your alms
may be done in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.
5
“And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand
and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by
others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. 6But whenever you pray,
go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret; and
your Father who sees in secret will reward you.
16
“And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they
disfigure their faces so as to show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they
have received their reward. 17But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash
your face, 18so that your fasting may be seen not by others but by your Father who
is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.
19
“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust
consume and where thieves break in and steal; 20but store up for yourselves
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do
not break in and steal. 21For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord.

MESSAGE

MATTHEW 6:1-6, 16-21

My question for you this Lenten evening is, “How is it with your soul?” As you
walk up the aisle this evening and receive the sign of the cross on your forehead,
and here the words, “Remember you are dust and to dust you will return,” I urge
you to think about how it is with your soul.
Tonight, we begin the season of Lent. It is a time to examine ourselves to see if we
are in the faith, to ask the hard questions of ourselves, and it is a time to step
back and concentrate on our spiritual growth; as well as a time to repent of our
sins as we move toward Easter. It is also a time to work toward constructive
change in our lives.
If you think about it, repentance is about recognizing that we are going in the
wrong direction and the need to turn ourselves about and head in the opposite
direction. It means turning away from those things in our lives that are sinful in
nature, and turning toward God and the way of life He teaches us.
In fact, this is the time when we impose the ashes on our foreheads to remind us
that we are all sinners and our only hope is to receive salvation through Jesus
Christ, alone. The ashes themselves, possess no magic, but are a symbolic
reminder of the depth of our sin. The sign of the cross on our flesh is a reminder
that the cross of Christ is able to cancel our sins and the sins of the whole world.
It is a reminder that in the darkness of this world, we are not alone nor forgotten.
They are also a reminder of God’s great love for each of us as Children of God,
and of God’s great mercy; for no matter how we might try, we cannot escape our
humanness and our sinful nature.
Lent is also a time that reminds us of the time Jesus spent in the wilderness after
He was baptized by John the Baptist. It was a time of trial and testing for Jesus,
just as Lent is a time for us to wonder in our own wilderness testing our own faith,
and answering for ourselves, how it is with our soul. That is, where are our
hearts? Are the centered on the many things of this world, or are they fully
centered on Christ. Is He really first in your life? Is He always in your thoughts?
Do you turn to Him often for guidance, or do you just bungle ahead in life?
Jesus tells us very plainly tonight in our Gospel lesson, “Do not store up for
yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and where
thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where
moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and
steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. Treasures doesn’t
refer to only material things, but can also refer to things such as being overly
proud of our accomplishments or even our spiritual gifts. In short, treasure can

be defined as anything that we focus our attention, energy, imagination, and
resourcefulness on.
At Lent, it is common to give up something that is important to us. Something
that is really a sacrifice that will remind us daily of the sacrifice Jesus made for us.
Perhaps we give up watching television during lent, or eating a particular food
that we love such as chocolate. Instead of giving something us, some people add
something to their everyday activities instead, such as reading a book of the Bible
every week or sending cards to all those they have not seen in a long while.
All of these are great things to do, yet, we need to be careful that these practices
don’t turn into something that is really about us. For example, we want others to
see that we are very pious in our religious behavior, or that we are this extremely
nice and caring person. In short, we need to be vigilant that they do not become
our new treasure.
This is the caution Jesus is giving in the Sermon on the Mount to those who are
practicing their faith in ways that are more about showing off to others than
showing up with God. Jesus says, “When you fast, do not look somber as the
hypocrites do, for they disfigure their faces to show others they are fasting. Truly I
tell you, they have received their reward in full. 17 But when you fast, put oil on
your head and wash your face, 18 so that it will not be obvious to others that you
are fasting, but only to your Father, who is unseen; and your Father, who sees
what is done in secret, will reward you.”
As we leave here this evening, what my hope is that we may all sing these words
from this lovely hymn and mean them down deep in our souls.
Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come,
Let this blest assurance control,
That Christ has regarded my helpless estate,
And hath shed His own blood for my soul
It is well (it is well)
With my soul (with my soul)
It is well, it is well with my soul
Amen

*HYMN

#91

* NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the
only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the
Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he
came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate
from the virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death
and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his
kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who
proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is
worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We believe in
one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one Baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the
world to come. Amen
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Seeking the grace, mercy, and love of almighty God, we offer our prayers for the
church, for people in need, and for all of creation.
A brief silence.
Holy and righteous God, teach us, your church, to be honest about our sinfulness.
Turn our hearts back to you to receive the fullness of your forgiveness and
redemption. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Open wide your hand to satisfy the needs of every living thing. Send your Spirit to
places suffering from drought or floods. Fill every habitat with life. Hear us, O
God.
Your mercy is great.
Raise up reconcilers who point us to the sources of injustice and teach us how to
build relationships. Establish your lasting peace among the nations. Hear us, O
God.
Your mercy is great.

Soothe the souls of people who feel like they are beyond your mercy (especially).
Wash away the barriers that keep us far from you, and restore joy in our lives. Hear
us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Fill our fasting bodies with your Spirit of justice. Lead us into the challenging
work of feeding and freeing all people. Fulfill your purpose in us. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
Reveal the treasures of heaven through the witness of all your saints (especially).
Give us the will to journey faithfully and to bear Christ’s salvation to all who yearn
for it. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Reveal your will as you receive our prayers, and conform our ways to your ways;
through the saving work of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
*THE LORD'S PRAYER
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

*BENEDICTION
P: God, who fills the creation with abundance, Christ, who spreads his arms in
forgiveness, Holy Spirit, who draws ever near to us, ☩ bless you and bring you to
life everlasting.
C: Amen
*DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Remember the poor.
C: Thanks be to God.

Silent Meditation

March 6, 2022
Lent 1
These forty days called Lent are like no other. It is our opportune time to return to
the God who rescues, to receive the gifts of God’s grace, to believe with the heart
and confess with the mouth the wonder of God’s love in Jesus, and to resist
temptation at every turn. This is no small pilgrimage on which we have just
embarked. It is a struggle Jesus knew. It is a struggle Jesus shares. The nearness
of the Lord, in bread and wine, water and word, will uphold and sustain us.

FELLOWSHIP & ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE
*GATHERING SONG

# 385 ( ON THE NEXT PAGE)

*GREETING
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

*DIALOG

Lent to Pentecost

L: The word is near you,
C: on your lips and in your heart.
L: If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord,
C: and believe in your heart that God raised him from the
dead, you will be saved.
L: Faith comes from what is heard,
C: and what is heard comes through the word of Christ.

*SCRIPTURE SONG

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

L: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

ALL: O Lord God, you led your people through the wilderness and brought
them to the promised land. Guide us now, so that, following your Son, we may
walk safely through the wilderness of this world toward the life you alone can
give, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
FIRST LESSON:

Deuteronomy 26:1-11

The annual harvest festival, called the Feast of Weeks, provides the setting for this
reading. This festival celebrates the first fruits of the produce of the land offered
back to God in thanks. In this text, worshipers announce God’s gracious acts on
behalf of Israel.
1

When you have come into the land that the LORD your God is giving you as an
inheritance to possess, and you possess it, and settle in it, 2you shall take some of
the first of all the fruit of the ground, which you harvest from the land that
the LORD your God is giving you, and you shall put it in a basket and go to the
place that the LORD your God will choose as a dwelling for his name. 3You shall
go to the priest who is in office at that time, and say to him, “Today I declare to
the LORD your God that I have come into the land that the LORD swore to our
ancestors to give us.” 4When the priest takes the basket from your hand and sets it
down before the altar of the LORD your God, 5you shall make this response before
the LORD your God: “A wandering Aramean was my ancestor; he went down into
Egypt and lived there as an alien, few in number, and there he became a great
nation, mighty and populous. 6When the Egyptians treated us harshly and afflicted
us, by imposing hard labor on us, 7we cried to the LORD, the God of our ancestors;
the LORD heard our voice and saw our affliction, our toil, and our
oppression. 8The LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an
outstretched arm, with a terrifying display of power, and with signs and
wonders; 9and he brought us into this place and gave us this land, a land flowing
with milk and honey. 10So now I bring the first of the fruit of the ground that you,
O LORD, have given me.” You shall set it down before the LORD your God and
bow down before the LORD your God. 11Then you, together with the Levites and
the aliens who reside among you, shall celebrate with all the bounty that
the LORD your God has given to you and to your house.
L: The word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

Please join me in responsively reading Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16:
1

You who dwell in the shelter of the Most High, who abide in the shadow of the
Almighty—
2
you will say to the LORD, “My refuge and my stronghold, my God in
whom I put my trust.”
9

Because you have made the LORD your refuge, and the Most High
your habitation,
10
no evil will befall you, nor shall affliction come near your dwelling.
11

For God will give the angels charge over you, to guard you in all your ways.
Upon their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike your foot
against a stone.
12

13

You will tread upon the lion cub and viper; you will trample down the lion and
the serpent.
14
I will deliver those who cling to me; I will uphold them, because they know
my name.
15

They will call me, and I will answer them; I will be with them in trouble; I will
rescue and honor them.
16
With long life will I satisfy them, and show them my salvation.
SECOND LESSON:
Romans 10:8b-13
Paul reminds the Christians at Rome of the foundation of their creed, the
confession of faith in the risen Christ as Lord.
“The word is near you, on your lips and in your heart” (that is, the word of
faith that we proclaim); 9because if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord
and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be
saved. 10For one believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses with
the mouth and so is saved. 11The scripture says, “No one who believes in him will
be put to shame.” 12For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same
Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. 13For, “Everyone who
calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”
L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
8b

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

*GOSPEL
After being filled with the Holy Spirit at his baptism, Jesus is led in the wilderness.
Through his responses to the temptations of the devil, he defines what it means to
be called “the Son of God.”
P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke 4th chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
1

Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit
in the wilderness, 2where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate
nothing at all during those days, and when they were over, he was famished. 3The
devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command this stone to become a loaf
of bread.” 4Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘One does not live by bread alone.’ ”
5
Then the devil led him up and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the
world. 6And the devil said to him, “To you I will give their glory and all this
authority; for it has been given over to me, and I give it to anyone I please. 7If you,
then, will worship me, it will all be yours.” 8Jesus answered him, “It is written,
‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.’ ” 9Then the devil took him to
Jerusalem, and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, saying to him, “If you are

the Son of God, throw yourself down from here, 10for it is written, ‘He will
command his angels concerning you, to protect you,’
11
and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot
against a stone.’ ” 12Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘Do not put the Lord your God
to the test.’ ” 13When the devil had finished every test, he departed from him until
an opportune time.
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
MESSAGE

C: Praise to you, O Christ.
LUKE 4:1-13

Is there is anyone here this morning who has never faced temptation, please raise
your hands. Just what I thought, there are no hands up! If we are honest with
ourselves, hardly a hour goes by that we are not tempted in some way. Let’s face
it, temptation is just plain seductive and it lures us into things that often make
everything in our lives seem, as my mother would say, “hunky-dory” for at least a
while. Yet, we know that temptation is what draws us and lures us into sinful
behavior, and in the end we lose.
Temptation is as old as God’s creation. God had no sooner created and placed
Adam and Eve in the garden of Eden, when the serpent, the devil, began to temp
them, and finally Eve could not withstand the temptation, and took and ate the
fruit from the tree of which God had told her she could not eat. We can imagine
the serpent whispering to Eve and distorting God’s words and promises, until she
broke down and satisfied herself, and we all know what happened to humankind
after that.
It does not matter who you are, everyone is tempted to sin. Let me tell you a
story about 4 pastors. Once four pastors were spending a couple of days at a
cabin. In the evening they decided to tell each other their biggest
temptation. The first pastor said, “Well, it’s kind of embarrassing, but my big
temptation is bad pictures. Once I even bought a copy of the Sports Illustrated
Swimsuit Edition.”
“My temptation is worse,” said the second pastor, “It’s gambling. One Saturday
instead of preparing my homily I went to the race track to bet on the ponies.”
“Mine is worse still,” said the third pastor. “I sometimes can’t control the urge
to drink. One time I actually broke into the sacramental wine.”

The fourth pastor was quiet. “Brothers, I hate to say this,” he said, “but my
temptation is worst of all. I love to gossip – and if you guys will excuse me, I’d
like to make a few phone calls!”
The first Sunday in Lent is traditionally the day that we focus on the Temptation of
Jesus in the Wilderness. Jesus’ 40 days of fasting and wondering in a wild place
where there would have been little food and water, if any, and no people or sign
of civilization. It is a story that most of us know well.
Most of us are well aware that it was Satan’s attempt to derail Jesus’ mission of
establishing God’s kingdom here on earth. Perhaps we aren’t as aware that the
temptations we face each day come from Satan’s attempt to derail us too, an
attempt to separate us from God and from being part of God’s kingdom here on
earth. The devil’s whispers in our ears can be just as seductive as the words that
he whispered in Eve’s ear so long ago.
In fact, the temptation of Jesus in the wilderness tells us a lot about Satan himself,
and if we pay close attention it can help us understand the Devil’s mindset and
methods. It can help us be forewarned about the type of temptation that he will
throw in our way to try and destroy us and our faith.
In the temptation of Jesus, Satan’s aim was to tempt Jesus into disobeying God,
the Father, and ultimately destroying Jesus’ mission. Since Jesus was both human
and divine at the same time, Satan’s methods reflected that fact. For example, it
is highly unlikely that we as humans would be tempted to change a rock into
bread if we were starving. What Satan really wanted was for Jesus to act in a
selfish way and use His powers to save himself, rather than trusting God the
Father to take care of Him.
Satan continually seeks to make inroads into our lives too, tempting us to act in
self-serving ways. We live in a corrupt world where temptation is a part of
everyday life, and our temptations are more direct coming most often through
the flesh. Greed, envy, riches, the desire to be on top of the heap, lurk around
every corner, inviting us to think only of selves.
We are all good people here in this church this morning, disciples of Christ, loving
and giving people, but in our humanness, we cannot help but sin. Listen to this
verse from Matthew 26:41. “Watch and pray that you many not enter into
temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” People are
tempted every day to lie, cheat, steal, to be unfaithful, to do the unethical thing,

to please any part of what the Bible calls, their flesh. That is, the desires of their
egos and their bodies.
About this time, you may be thinking, “Yes, Pastor Linda, I’m being tempted to
just tune out the rest of this morning’s sermon. Temptation is something that we
hear about all the time, and since I am human and can not help but sin, there isn’t
much I can do about it. However, I ask that you resist until you have at least have
heard what I am to say next.
Jesus came to the wilderness to do what we, the people of God could not do on
our own. Jesus was there to face the temptation we can’t bear up under on our
own. And Jesus did this in order to give each one of us hope, and strength to
recognize and resist temptation, and to bring redemption and forgiveness to
those of us who have fallen to temptation.
We can take comfort in these words from 1 Corinthians 10:13, “No temptation
has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he will not let
you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide
the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it.”
The season of Lent is the time that we mindfully face our own sins, our own
shortcomings and ask for forgiveness for them. It is the time when we also
experience the hope and grace that God gives to each one of us. A time when we
really contemplate our human condition, and humbly realize the extent of what
Jesus did for each of us on the cross. Let us not forget that Satan never slacks off,
and despite how much we might try to resist temptation, despite how much we
read the Scripture and pray, we will fall short. Yet, Jesus offers us hope that we
can recognize and resist temptations that pull us from the path of Christian
behavior.
Not only are we tempted as individuals, but the church as a whole is challenged
and tempted, especially in today’s world. The church and its people are tempted
to remain complacent, to resist change, to turn a deaf ear to God’s mission for
that church. Let us resolve, to step outside of our comfort zone, to build bridges
to the community and to those outside our doors who are in need of Jesus’ love.
So, stay strong, beware of the temptations around you, and heed this old saying.
“When you flee temptation, don’t let a forwarding address.” AMEN

*HYMN OF THE DAY

# 660 WOV

*RESPONSE TO THE WORD
L: In Christ, you have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation.
C: We believe in him and are marked with the seal of the promised Holy
Spirit.
L: Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I
believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On
the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe
in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen
L: Build yourselves up on your most holy faith;
C: pray in the Holy Spirit.
L: Keep yourselves in the love of God;
C: look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ.
L: If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:
C: Everything old has passed away; behold, everything has become new!
L: God has given us the ministry of reconciliation. Therefore, let us be reconciled to
God and to one another.
Silence for reflection and examination.
L: Gracious God,
C: have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and
unknown, things done and left undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so that we may
live and serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your holy name;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
L: The almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon, forgiveness, and remission of
all our sins.
C: Amen.

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church, the world,
and all who are in need.
A brief silence.
We pray for the church. Sharpen its proclamation of the word so that your people
learn to reject voices of deception and distraction. Strengthen all who are tempted
to believe lies about themselves or others. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
We pray for the earth and all its creatures. Protect wilderness places and all plant
and animal species that call them home. Sustain farmers and all laborers who work
the land and harvest the fruits of its abundance. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
We pray for the nations of the world. Awaken elected leaders and government
officials to the needs of those who are oppressed and grant them compassion to
deal mercifully with immigrants and refugees who reside among us. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
We pray for those in need. Rescue those experiencing mental illness or contending
with addiction. Ease the anxiety of those who live with dementia. Command your
angels concerning all who are sick (especially). Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
We pray for this assembly. Bless those who bake bread and prepare the table for
our communion celebration. Accompany those who share the bounty of this meal
with those who are homebound or hospitalized. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
We give thanks for those who have died (especially). Gather them with all the
saints into your heavenly dwelling place. Encourage us with the promise that all
who call upon your name are saved. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, for the sake of
Jesus Christ.
Amen.

*GREAT THANKSGIVING
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give God thanks and praise.
It is indeed right and salutary…we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might:
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

*THANKSGIVING
P: Holy God, our living Water and our merciful Guide, together with rivers and
seas, wells and springs we bless and magnify you. You led your people Israel
through the desert, and provided them water from the rock. We praise you for
Christ, our Rock and our Water, who joined us in our desert, pouring out his life
for the world.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and resurrection, we await your salvation
for all this thirsty world. Pour out your Spirit on this holy food and on all the
baptized gathered for this feast: wash away our sin, that we may be revived for our
journey by the love of Christ. Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty
Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever.
C: Amen.

*THE LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen
THE MEAL

Here is food and drink for the journey.
Take and be filled.

*THE COMMUNION BLESSING:
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.
C: Amen.
*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
ALL: Blessed Jesus, in this rich meal of grace, you have fed us with your
body, the bread of life. Now send us forth to bear your life-giving hope to a
world in need. Amen.
*BENEDICTION
L: You are children of God, anointed with the oil of gladness and strengthened for
the journey. Almighty God, motherly, majestic, and mighty, ☩ bless you this day
and always.

*SENDING SONG:

*DISMISSAL
L: Go in peace. Jesus meets you on the way.
C: Thanks be to God.

# 503 (next page)

March 13, 2022
Lent 2
Though we sometimes doubt and often resist God’s desire to protect and save us,
our God persists. In holy baptism, God’s people have been called and gathered into
a God-initiated relationship that will endure. Lent provides the church with a time
and a tradition in which to seek God’s face again. Lent provides another occasion to
behold the God of our salvation in the face of the Blessed One who “comes in the
name of the Lord.”

FELLOWSHIP & ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE
*GATHERING SONG

# 429 ( ON THE NEXT PAGE)

*GREETING
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

*DIALOG

Lent to Pentecost

L: The word is near you,
C: on your lips and in your heart.
L: If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord,
C: and believe in your heart that God raised him from the
dead, you will be saved.
L: Faith comes from what is heard,
C: and what is heard comes through the word of Christ.

*SCRIPTURE SONG

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

L: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

ALL: God of the covenant, in the mystery of the cross you promise everlasting
life to the world. Gather all peoples into your arms, and shelter us with your
mercy, that we may rejoice in the life we share in your Son, Jesus Christ, our

Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.
FIRST LESSON:
Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18
God promises a childless and doubting Abram that he will have a child, that his
descendants will be as numerous as the stars, and that the land of Canaan will be
their inheritance. Abram’s trust in God is sealed with a covenant-making
ceremony, a sign of God’s promise.
After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be
afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2But Abram
said, “O Lord GOD, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of
my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3And Abram said, “You have given me no
offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.” 4But the word of
the LORD came to him, “This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own
issue shall be your heir.” 5He brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven
and count the stars, if you are able to count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall
your descendants be.” 6And he believed the LORD; and the LORD reckoned it to
him as righteousness.
7
Then he said to him, “I am the LORD who brought you from Ur of the
Chaldeans, to give you this land to possess.” 8But he said, “O Lord GOD, how am I
to know that I shall possess it?” 9He said to him, “Bring me a heifer three years
old, a female goat three years old, a ram three years old, a turtledove, and a young
pigeon.” 10He brought him all these and cut them in two, laying each half over
against the other; but he did not cut the birds in two. 11And when birds of prey
came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away.
12
As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram, and a deep and
terrifying darkness descended upon him.
17
When the sun had gone down and it was dark, a smoking fire pot and a
flaming torch passed between these pieces. 18On that day the LORD made a
covenant with Abram, saying, “To your descendants I give this land, from the river
of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates.”
1

L: The word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

Please join me in responsively reading Psalm 27.
1

The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I fear?
The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?
2
When evildoers close in against me to devour my flesh, they, my foes and
my enemies, will stumble and fall.
3

Though an army encamp against me, my heart will not fear. Though war rise up
against me, my trust will not be shaken.
4
One thing I ask of the LORD; one thing I seek; that I may dwell in the
house of the LORD all the days of my life; to gaze upon the beauty of
the LORD and to seek God in the temple.
5

For in the day of trouble God will give me shelter, hide me in the hidden places
of the sanctuary, and raise me high upon a rock.
6
Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies who surround me.
Therefore I will offer sacrifice in the sanctuary, sacrifices of rejoicing; I will
sing and make music to the LORD.
7

Hear my voice, O LORD, when I call; have mercy on me and answer me.
My heart speaks your message— “Seek my face.” Your face, O LORD, I
will seek.
8

9

Hide not your face from me, turn not away from your servant in anger.
Cast me not away—you have been my helper; forsake me not, O God of my
salvation.
10
Though my father and my mother forsake me, the LORD will take me in.
11

Teach me your way, O LORD; lead me on a level path, because of my
oppressors.
12
Subject me not to the will of my foes, for they rise up against me, false
witnesses breathing violence.
13

This I believe—that I will see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the
living!
14
Wait for the LORD and be strong. Take heart and wait for the LORD!

SECOND LESSON:
Philippians 3:17--4:1
Although Paul’s devotion to Christ has caused him to be persecuted, he does not
regret the course he has taken. Writing from prison, he expresses confidence in a
glorious future and encourages other Christians to follow in his footsteps.
17

Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe those who live according
to the example you have in us. 18For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; I
have often told you of them, and now I tell you even with tears. 19Their end is
destruction; their god is the belly; and their glory is in their shame; their minds are
set on earthly things. 20But our citizenship is in heaven, and it is from there that we
are expecting a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. 21He will transform the body of our
humiliation that it may be conformed to the body of his glory, by the power that
also enables him to make all things subject to himself. 4:1Therefore, my brothers
and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in
this way, my beloved.
L: The word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

*GOSPEL
Neither Herod’s plotting nor Jerusalem’s resistance to maternal love will deter
Jesus from his sacrificial mission.

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke 13th chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to [Jesus,] “Get away from
here, for Herod wants to kill you.” 32He said to them, “Go and tell that fox for me,
‘Listen, I am casting out demons and performing cures today and tomorrow, and
on the third day I finish my work. 33Yet today, tomorrow, and the next day I must
be on my way, because it is impossible for a prophet to be killed outside of
Jerusalem.’ 34Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those
who are sent to it! How often have I desired to gather your children together as a
hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing! 35See, your
house is left to you. And I tell you, you will not see me until the time comes when
you say, ‘Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.’ ”
31

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
MESSAGE

C: Praise to you, O Christ.
LUKE 13:31-35

When I was a young girl, a long, long time ago, I would spend time with my
grandmother and grandfather Deiter who lived up Sheaffer’s Valley. I vividly
remember many nights that the chickens would start clucking and raising cane,
and my grandfather would grab his riffle and head for the chicken coop to chase
out a fox who had gotten in somehow. So, it’s easy to see what Jesus meant
when He called Herod a fox and referred to Himself as a hen protecting His chicks.
You don’t have to be a farmer to understand how that story might end.
Foxes in general are thought to be sly and smart. Always looking for ways to
sneak in and get their prey. If they get into the chicken coop, violence occurs and
they leave a bloody mess. Perhaps the use of these barnyard images is meant to
make us think about this dark time, the time of violence and abuse of Jesus as He
moves toward Jerusalem, Good Friday and the crucifixion.
We all remember Herod who married his brother’s wife, and whose stepdaughter
later danced for him at his birthday celebration, then asked for John the Baptist’s
head on a platter as her reward. In my opinion, Herod himself is not sly like a fox,
but is controlled by the foxes around him. Herod was an insecure political leader,
and so was inclined to listen to the advice of those he trusted. Unfortunately, he

trusted the wrong people. He was what we might refer to as a “wild card.” Yet,
because of this, he was a power to be reckoned with and to feared.
Which brings us to the question of why the Pharisees would warn Jesus about
Herod. After all, the Pharisees were not particularly known for their great love of
Jesus. Although there are a few instances of Jesus being invited to eat at a
Pharisees home, most of Jesus encounters with them were unpleasant. Since
Jesus brought a message that was counter cultural, it threatened the status quo,
and went against all that the Pharisees believed. So, obviously, Jesus was not
one of their favorite people. Their warning to Jesus doesn’t make much sense,
does it? Perhaps they were hoping to “spook” Jesus, since Jesus should be afraid
of Herod, so that He would go elsewhere and not be a visible threat to their way
of life. They attempted to manipulate Jesus into doing what they wanted Him to
do.
My guess is that they were very surprised when Jesus did not act with fear
and continued on with His plans. Jesus refused to run and hide, nor would He
give up the mission His Father had set for Him. His response speaks clearly of
Jesus’ courage and determination. Jesus made it perfectly clear that He was busy
caring for those who are in need, and He sent a message back to Herod through
the Pharisees, “You go tell that fox, that untrustworthy and corrupt one, that I’m
busy doing my work of healing and when I finish, then I will go to Jerusalem.”
We are also challenged to emulate the example that Jesus has set for us as His
disciples. To stand up to the difficulties of life with similar courage, and resolve to
do the right thing. It challenges us to not remain hidden in the shadows but to
step forth into the bright light where we can be seen and our voices heard, and
stand up for what is right and just for all people regardless of race, economic
status, or sexual orientation.
After all, Jesus’ message is a message of love. Not just love for His disciples, but
for all mankind. We are to remember that when we look at the face of an addict,
of a murderer, of someone poor and dirty, we are to see the face of someone that
Jesus loves just as much as He loves us. We are to put away the fear we might
have of someone very different from ourselves, and minister to those who are
most in need as our Lord Jesus did.
If we let fear rule our lives, it steals our joy of living. Our life becomes very
limited, and we keep ourselves from feeling pleasure because we fear that if we
do, something bad will happen. We operate on the premise that if we never

venture out of our own little circle, we will not be hurt physically or emotionally.
Most of you that we host a “Grief Share” support group here at Christ Lutheran
that I help to facilitate. Everyone sitting around the table on Thursday evenings is
feeling the pain and grief that losing a loved one brings. Yet, if we strive to avoid
this type of pain, it would mean that we never would have experienced love. It is
only through overcoming our fear and feeling the emotions of pleasure and hurt,
that we grow spiritually, and it is clear that fear can keep us from doing the very
things that we most desire in our lives.
According to the Webster dictionary, courage can be defined as, “The quality or
power of dealing with or facing danger, fear, pain and so forth, or the confidence
to act in accordance with one’s belief.” Jesus is our role model for having
courage. He had the courage to continue on His mission regardless of the threats
to His physical wellbeing, and the courage to continue on to Jerusalem and the
cross.
As we leave here this morning, to continue our walk through the darkness of Lent,
let us ask ourselves what type of fear is in our lives that is attempting to control
us and suck the joy out of our lives. Do we have the courage to stand up to those
fears and the confidence to act in accordance with our beliefs? Let us resolve to
have the courage to stand firm in our faith and for what we know is true in our
hearts and in the Scripture. Let us remember Jesus’ courage as He approached
the cross, and what He did for each one of us so that we might have ever lasting
life. Stand firm, have courage and remember where your citizenship really
belongs, in the Kingdom of God.
Amen
*HYMN OF THE DAY

# 104

*RESPONSE TO THE WORD
L: In Christ, you have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation.
C: We believe in him and are marked with the seal of the promised Holy
Spirit.

L: Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I
believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He
descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into
heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to
judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen
L: Build yourselves up on your most holy faith;
C: pray in the Holy Spirit.
L: Keep yourselves in the love of God;
C: look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ.
L: If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:
C: Everything old has passed away; behold, everything has become new!
L: God has given us the ministry of reconciliation. Therefore, let us be reconciled to
God and to one another.
Silence for reflection and examination.
L: Gracious God,
C: have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and
unknown, things done and left undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so that we may
live and serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your holy name;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
L: The almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon, forgiveness, and remission of
all our sins.
C: Amen.

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church, the world,
and all who are in need.
A brief silence.
You gather the church into a community of mercy and grace. Unify Christians
around the globe in efforts to proclaim good news even in the face of opposition
and to protect those whose lives are imperiled by the gospel. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
You create the entire universe and call it good. Hinder those who would cause
further destruction to our planet’s fragile ecosystems, and augment the calls of
those who advocate for thoughtful stewardship of the earth’s resources. Merciful
God,
receive our prayer.
You raise up leaders committed to love and justice. Nurture in those who govern
patience to receive criticism, openness to new ideas, and courage to change course
when needed for the sake of the common good. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
You hear us when we cry to you. Attend to those expecting a child, and console
those who have experienced miscarriage. Comfort veterans enduring posttraumatic stress. Shield those endangered by domestic violence. Uphold those who
are ill or grieving (especially). Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
You kindle faith that moves us into action. Guide children and adults preparing for
baptism or confirmation. Empower Sunday school teachers, confirmation leaders,
and parents who share their faith with younger generations. Give us all a renewed
sense of vocation. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
You welcome us into your heavenly realm. We give thanks for those whose labors
on earth are ended and who now rest with you. On the final day, gather all of us,
with them, in your loving arms. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, for the sake of
Jesus Christ.
Amen.
*THE LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen
*BENEDICTION
L: You are children of God, anointed with the oil of gladness and strengthened for
the journey. Almighty God, motherly, majestic, and mighty, ☩ bless you this day
and always.

*SENDING SONG:

# 99

*DISMISSAL
L: Go in peace. Jesus meets you on the way.
C: Thanks be to God.

March 20, 2022
Lent 3
The warnings are plentiful and blunt on the third Sunday in Lent. Cut it out or get
cut down! The warnings are accompanied by God’s invitation to attentiveness:
“Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live.” The landowner’s
ultimatum is forestalled by the gardener’s readiness to till the ground one more
year. That is good news for all of us. Thanks be to God!

FELLOWSHIP & ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE
*GATHERING SONG

# 107 ( ON THE NEXT PAGE)

*GREETING
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

*DIALOG

Lent to Pentecost

L: The word is near you,
C: on your lips and in your heart.
L: If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord,
C: and believe in your heart that God raised him from the
dead, you will be saved.
L: Faith comes from what is heard,
C: and what is heard comes through the word of Christ.

*SCRIPTURE SONG

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

L: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

ALL: Eternal God, your kingdom has broken into our troubled world
through the life, death, and resurrection of your Son. Help us to hear your
word and obey it, and bring your saving love to fruition in our lives, through

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
FIRST LESSON:
Isaiah 55:1-9
To those who have experienced long years in exile, the return to their homeland is
a celebration of abundant life. God calls them into an everlasting covenant of love.
Those who return to God will enjoy new life and forgiveness, because God’s ways
are not our ways.
1

Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no money,
come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price.
2
Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, and your labor for that
which does not satisfy? Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, and delight
yourselves in rich food. 3Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may
live. I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for
David. 4See, I made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander for the
peoples. 5See, you shall call nations that you do not know, and nations that do not
know you shall run to you, because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel,
for he has glorified you.
6
Seek the LORD while he may be found, call upon him while he is near; 7let
the wicked forsake their way, and the unrighteous their thoughts; let them return to
the LORD, that he may have mercy on them, and to our God, for he will abundantly
pardon. 8For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
nor are your ways my ways,
9
says the LORD. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher
than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.
L: The word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

Please join me in responsively reading Psalm 63:1-8.
1

O God, you are my God; eagerly I seek you; my soul thirsts for you, my flesh
faints for you, as in a dry and weary land where there is no water.
2
Therefore I have gazed upon you in your holy place, that I might behold
your power and your glory.
3
4

For your steadfast love is better than life itself; my lips shall give you praise.
So will I bless you as long as I live and lift up my hands in your name.

5

My spirit is content, as with the richest of foods, and my mouth praises you
with joyful lips,
6
when I remember you upon my bed, and meditate on you in the night
watches.
7

For you have been my helper, and under the shadow of your wings I will
rejoice.
8
My whole being clings to you; your right hand holds me fast.
SECOND LESSON:
1 Corinthians 10:1-13
Paul uses images from Hebrew Scriptures and prophecy to speak the truth of Jesus
Christ: He is our rock, our water, our food, and our drink. Christ is the living sign
of God’s faithfulness.
1

I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were all
under the cloud, and all passed through the sea, 2and all were baptized into Moses
in the cloud and in the sea, 3and all ate the same spiritual food, 4and all drank the
same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual rock that followed them, and
the rock was Christ. 5Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of them, and
they were struck down in the wilderness.
6
Now these things occurred as examples for us, so that we might not desire evil
as they did. 7Do not become idolaters as some of them did; as it is written, “The
people sat down to eat and drink, and they rose up to play.” 8We must not indulge
in sexual immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a
single day. 9We must not put Christ to the test, as some of them did, and were
destroyed by serpents. 10And do not complain as some of them did, and were
destroyed by the destroyer. 11These things happened to them to serve as an
example, and they were written down to instruct us, on whom the ends of the ages
have come. 12So if you think you are standing, watch out that you do not fall. 13No
testing has overtaken you that is not common to everyone. God is faithful, and he
will not let you be tested beyond your strength, but with the testing he will also
provide the way out so that you may be able to endure it.
L: The word of the Lord.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

C: Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL
Asked about current tragic events, Jesus turns a lesson about whether suffering is
deserved into a hard call to obedience. He then tells a parable that holds out hope
that the timeline for ultimate judgment will be tempered by patience.
P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke 13th chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
1

At that very time there were some present who told him about the Galileans whose
blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices.2[Jesus] asked them, “Do you think
that because these Galileans suffered in this way they were worse sinners than all
other Galileans?3No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish as they
did. 4Or those eighteen who were killed when the tower of Siloam fell on them—
do you think that they were worse offenders than all the others living in
Jerusalem? 5No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish just as they
did.”
6
Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he
came looking for fruit on it and found none. 7So he said to the gardener, ‘See here!
For three years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none.
Cut it down! Why should it be wasting the soil?’ 8He replied, ‘Sir, let it alone for
one more year, until I dig around it and put manure on it. 9If it bears fruit next year,

well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.’ ”
P: The Gospel of the Lord.

MESSAGE

C: Praise to you, O Christ.

LUKE 13:1-9

The parable of the Fig Tree is one that most of us have heard many times. Before
we talk about the parable, however, I have a couple of questions for you. “What
do you get when you cross a tree with an artificial waterway? (A root canal).
Okay, I admit this is kind of corny! So, let’s try another! “What do you get when
you cross a cat with a lemon tree? Yes, a sour puss! Okay, this one is pretty bad
also, so let’s move on to today’s Gospel lesson.
I know this might sound a little far- fetched, but I think that the fig tree reminds me
of me, and possibly of you. Just listen to what Jeremiah 17:8 has to say. “He is
like a tree planted by water, that sends out its roots by the stream, and does not fear
when heat comes, for its leaves remain green, and is not anxious in the year of
drought, for it does not cease to bear fruit.” And Psalm 92: 12-13 says, “The
righteous man will flourish like the palm tree, He will grow like a cedar in
Lebanon. Planted in the house of the Lord, They will flourish in the courts of our
God.” As humans, we are indeed created by God and planted on this earth for a
purpose.
Of course, every tree on this earth has a purpose, and the purpose of the fig tree is
to produce figs. So, it is no surprise when the owner came to check on his tree, he
expected to see some fruit. The owner knew that the tree was capable of bearing
fruit, and so he felt justified in expecting something would be there as it was the
season for the fig tree to bear fruit.
God also created us to bear fruit in His kingdom, and I wonder how many times He
looks at us and realizes that alas, we are bearing little or no fruit. As Disciples of
Christ, we are to bear fruit, to love one another, serve one another, and to work
toward peace and justice for all. In John 15:16 Jesus says, “ You did not choose
me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that
your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, He may
give it to you.” And the words are sharp and clear in Colossians 1:10, “So as to
walk in the manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to Him, bearing much fruit
in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God.”

To be productive and bear much fruit in God’s kingdom, we need to have “fruit of
the Spirit.” Here is what Galatians 5:22 tells us, “But the fruit of the Spirit is love,
joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, and faith.” Perhaps faith is the
most important of these. What is faith? It is the confident assurance that what we
hope for is going to happen. It is the evidence of things we cannot yet see. Faith is
not a feeling or emotion. Faith is the foundation of our relationship with God, and
without it, it is hard to have the other fruits of the spirit, love, joy, peace,
longsuffering, gentleness, and goodness.
Think of it like this, if our feet are grounded, our roots need to go deep into the
Word of God. That means we need to regularly hear, read, and study God’s Word.
No one can do it for you. Only you can seek this kind of relationship with God,
and if you seek Him, Jesus has said that you will find Him.
When we are connected and intentional about our relationship with God, we
produce the fruit God cultivates within us. It is God who does the work in us;
our fruit-bearing is simply a result of what He does. Jesus said, " You did
not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and
bear fruit and that your fruit should abide. John 15:16 and Ephesians
2:8–10 has a similar message. Second Corinthians 3:18 also talks about us
being transformed into the image of Christ. The Holy Spirit sanctifies us,
and we become more Christ like, and we bear much fruit.
I think some Christians think of their lives this way. It is so difficult to bear fruit
for the Kingdom. It is so difficult to be joyous, to have peace. The tree does not
bear fruit by striving, but by abiding, by being what God has designed it to be, the
tree bears fruit. And the only way to know what God has designed us for is to
build a relationship with Him, and as we build that relationship through knowing
God’s Word and through prayer, our faith increases.
As beloved children and disciples of God, we are freely given what we need to
grow and to mature. Just as surely as the garden owner expected his tree to bear
fruit, so does Jesus expect us to bear fruit for His kingdom.
As we leave here this morning to begin this new week in our lives, let us remember
that God loves unconditionally. The ultimate sign of Jesus’ love was the cross.
Let us resolve to consciously walk in the Spirit this week, letting the Spirit guide
us so that we can bear much fruit for Jesus and God’s kingdom here on earth. As
we walk in the Spirit, God’s unconditional love will flow out of us to those around
us. This is the kind of love that the world community needs to feel today, as hate,

crime, discrimination, economic woes, and fear and anxiety over the pandemic that
still rages. Let us each resolve to bear fruit at least once this week. It may be
something as simple as smiling and saying hello to someone who looks like they
could use cheering up. May God be with each of you and may you be firmly
rooted in His Word and His Love, and bear much fruit.
Amen

*HYMN OF THE DAY

# 451

*RESPONSE TO THE WORD
L: In Christ, you have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation.
C: We believe in him and are marked with the seal of the promised Holy
Spirit.
L: Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I
believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He
descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into
heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to
judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen
L: Build yourselves up on your most holy faith;
C: pray in the Holy Spirit.
L: Keep yourselves in the love of God;
C: look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ.
L: If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:
C: Everything old has passed away; behold, everything has become new!
L: God has given us the ministry of reconciliation. Therefore, let us be reconciled to
God and to one another.
Silence for reflection and examination.
L: Gracious God,
C: have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and
unknown, things done and left undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so that we may
live and serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your holy name;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

L: The almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon, forgiveness, and remission of
all our sins.
C: Amen.

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church, the world,
and all who are in need.
A brief silence.
We pray for the church around the world in all its forms: for pastors, deacons,
bishops, chaplains, and mission developers; for church councils, committee chairs,
and all lay ministry leaders; for congregations that contemplate difficult decisions
about the future of their ministry. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
For the health of this planet and the well-being of its creatures: for lands impacted
by droughts and at risk of wildfires; for fig trees and vineyards that produce fruit
for our nourishment and delight; for animal habitats threatened by climate change.
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
For those called into positions of civic responsibility: for judges, attorneys, and
court administrators tasked with uncovering truth and delivering justice; for
activists and community leaders who cast a vision of a more compassionate and
equitable society. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
For those who call upon you for mercy: for all who live in poverty and experience
hunger; for any who feel tested beyond their strength; for those who are
hospitalized or near death, and for all in need of healing (especially). Merciful
God,
receive our prayer.
For the advocacy efforts of this congregation: for those whose faith leads them to
speak difficult truths and engage in difficult conversations with policymakers; for
those who promote mercy over vengeance or retaliation. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

For those whose earthly journeys have ended, we give thanks. With (names and)
all the saints, we praise you for the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, for the sake of
Jesus Christ.
Amen.

*THE LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

*BENEDICTION
L: You are children of God, anointed with the oil of gladness and strengthened for
the journey. Almighty God, motherly, majestic, and mighty, ☩ bless you this day
and always.

*SENDING SONG:

*DISMISSAL
L: Go in peace. Jesus meets you on the way.
C: Thanks be to God.

# 365 (on the next page)

March 27, 2022
Lent 4
The psalm sets the tone this day: “Happy are they whose transgressions are
forgiven, and whose sin is put away!” Happy are those who have “become the
righteousness of God” in the merits of Christ Jesus. Happy are those for whom the
forgiveness of God has “rolled away . . . the disgrace” of former times. Happy is the

father at the return of his prodigal son. Happy are we that our sins are forgiven for
Jesus’ sake. Rejoice!

FELLOWSHIP & ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE
*GATHERING SONG

# 230

*GREETING
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
*DIALOG

Lent to Pentecost

L: The word is near you,
C: on your lips and in your heart.
L: If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord,
C: and believe in your heart that God raised him from the
dead, you will be saved.
L: Faith comes from what is heard,
C: and what is heard comes through the word of Christ.

*SCRIPTURE SONG

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

L: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

ALL: God of compassion, you welcome the wayward, and you embrace us all
with your mercy. By our baptism clothe us with garments of your grace, and
feed us at the table of your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
FIRST LESSON:
Joshua 5:9-12
By celebrating the Passover and eating the produce of the promised land instead of
the miraculous manna that had sustained them in the desert, the Israelites
symbolically bring their forty years of wilderness wandering to an end at Gilgal.
The LORD said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away from you the disgrace of
Egypt.” And so that place is called Gilgal to this day.
10
While the Israelites were camped in Gilgal they kept the passover in the
evening on the fourteenth day of the month in the plains of Jericho. 11On the day
after the passover, on that very day, they ate the produce of the land, unleavened
cakes and parched grain. 12The manna ceased on the day they ate the produce of
the land, and the Israelites no longer had manna; they ate the crops of the land of
Canaan that year.
9

L: The word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

Please join me in responsively reading Psalm 32.
1

Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, and whose sin is put away!
Happy are they to whom the LORD imputes no guilt, and in whose spirit
there is no guile!
2

3

While I held my tongue, my bones withered away, because of my groaning all
day long.
4
For your hand was heavy upon me day and night; my moisture was dried
up as in the heat of summer.
Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and did not conceal my guilt. I said, “I will
confess my transgressions to the LORD.” Then you forgave me the guilt of my sin.
6
Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of trouble;
when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them.
5

7

You are my hiding-place; you preserve me from trouble; you surround me with
shouts of deliverance.
8
“I will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go;
I will
guide you with my eye.
9

Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding; who must be fitted
with bit and bridle, or else they will not stay near you.”
10
Great are the tribulations of the wicked; but mercy embraces those who
trust in the LORD.
11
Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the LORD; shout for joy, all who are true
of heart.
SECOND LESSON:
2 Corinthians 5:16-21
One way to describe the gospel is the promise that in Christ everything is
transformed into newness. All mistakes, all deliberate sins, all old history is
reconciled with Christ’s resurrection. This is Paul’s strong message to the
congregation in the city of Corinth.
16

From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even
though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer
in that way. 17So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has
passed away; see, everything has become new! 18All this is from God, who
reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of
reconciliation; 19that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not

counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation
to us. 20So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through
us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21For our sake he
made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the
righteousness of God.
L: The word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

*GOSPEL
Jesus tells a parable about a son who ponders his father’s love only after he has
spurned it. The grace he receives is beyond his hopes. That same grace is a crisis
for an older brother who believes it is his obedience that has earned his place in
the father’s home.
P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke 15th chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
1

Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to [Jesus.] 2And
the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes
sinners and eats with them.”
3
So he told them this parable: 11b“There was a man who had two sons. 12The
younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property that

will belong to me.’ So he divided his property between them. 13A few days later
the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant country, and there he
squandered his property in dissolute living. 14When he had spent everything, a
severe famine took place throughout that country, and he began to be in need. 15So
he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him
to his fields to feed the pigs. 16He would gladly have filled himself with the pods
that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything. 17But when he came to
himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired hands have bread enough and to
spare, but here I am dying of hunger! 18I will get up and go to my father, and I will
say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; 19I am no longer
worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired hands.” ’ 20So he set
off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was
filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. 21Then
the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no
longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly,
bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and
sandals on his feet. 23And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and
celebrate; 24for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is
found!’ And they began to celebrate.
25
“Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the
house, he heard music and dancing. 26He called one of the slaves and asked what
was going on. 27He replied, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the
fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.’ 28Then he became angry
and refused to go in. His father came out and began to plead with him. 29But he
answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these years I have been working like a slave
for you, and I have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me
even a young goat so that I might celebrate with my friends. 30But when this son of
yours came back, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the
fatted calf for him!’ 31Then the father said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me,
and all that is mine is yours. 32But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this
brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has been found.’ ”
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
MESSAGE

C: Praise to you, O Christ.
LUKE 15: 1-3, 11-32

Sermon writing is a process, and sometimes I think to myself, we have heard this
over and over again. Then I remember that there is a reason for repetition. The
more we hear something the easier it is to remember and to internalize into our
everyday habits. An analogy would be some of the things we heard over and over

as children and teens. Lessons that were very important to learn such as: look both
ways before you cross the street, or don’t run with scissors in your hands.
Today, our Gospel lesson is about the Prodigal Son. A story that we have heard
many times, but a story that holds several important lessons for each of us. Of all
the parables that Jesus spoke, this one featuring the prodigal son may be the most
touching and best remembered. The word “prodigal” means “spending one’s
resources carelessly or indulgently.” So, this parable focuses on how the younger
son squandered his inheritance and much more. As we read the account, however,
we can’t help but be captured by the story of a father’s love for his wayward son.
Not only does the father forgive this wayward son, but he does it with great joy and
celebration, suggesting that the son will now have a life of abundance.
When we understand that a parable is an imaginary story to illustrate a spiritual point,
we can quickly perceive that Jesus is using this account to teach us of God the
Father’s love for each of us. And while we are all sinners, as was the prodigal son,
it is heartwarming, comforting and, yes, almost incomprehensible that God the
Father is willing to accept us back, given the mistakes we have made. The story
shows us that God is compassionate and is filled with grace, and we as sinners are
given much unwarranted grace.
The prodigal son, or lost son, was an abuser of grace. Grace is most often defined
as unmerited or unearned favor. He had a loving father, a good home, provision, a
future, and an inheritance, but he traded it all in for earthly pleasures. If we are
honest with ourselves, at times we have been and perhaps are the prodigal son.
Often, when we hear the parable, we can identify with one of the two. Maybe
we're like the older brother, who snubs the grace given to him by the father. Even
though he's home, he is never truly is home. He feels that he has not been given
his just award for what he has done for the father by staying home and tending to
the family fields. And when the party starts, he refuses to go in to celebrate the
return of the lost son. Why should this son be honored for his bad behavior and he
who has been a rock for the father, not be honored, and at this point, he is also a
lost son to the father.
Or perhaps we identify more with the youngest son. Like him, we had squandered
our wealth and ran as far away from the church and the faith as much as possible.
The prodigal son, or lost son, was an abuser of grace. Grace is most often defined
as unmerited or unearned favor. He had a loving father, a good home, provision, a
future, and inheritance, but he traded it all in for temporal pleasures. We are the
prodigal son. We think we know better and we go for those worthless earthly
treasures. Isaiah 53:6 tells us that, “We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of

us has turned to our own way…,” and Luke 15:10 tells us that “There is rejoicing
in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”
At times we all have relationships that break down. Pride and anger can cause
deep and hurtful divides between family members or friends. Yet, another key
lesson of the prodigal son is that there is always hope for reconciliation, just as
there is always hope that we can be reconciled to God when we have strayed.
Perhaps you actually find yourself at present in a position similar to that of the son
in the parable. You have been estranged from a parent or friend and feel you
cannot return to him or her. You can't bring yourself to pick up the phone or reach
out and begin to mend a broken relationship.
It's a sad feature of life today. We're connected by so much social media yet we
can't always connect at the deepest level of love and meaning. You can have
hundreds, even thousands, of "friends" on Facebook but be all alone in your life at
the most critical moments. It's vital to have friends and those we can talk with to
receive counsel, encouragement and support. It also takes effort to keep the lines of
communication open.
As we leave here this morning, let us remember that unless we see ourselves as
unworthy, we cannot possibly fall upon the grace of God. We are all like the two
brothers in the parable of the Prodigal Son, at times we squander our time, energy
and perhaps even our money, and at times we still hold feelings of hurt and
resentment from things that have happened to us over our lifetime. Henri Nouwen
in his book, The Return of the Prodigal Son, says that when anger, resentment,
jealousy, antagonisms and rivalries bubble up in his life, he knows they are
obvious signs that he has left home. Let us all recognize these signs in our lives
and turn back to the grace of God. Let us realize in every moment of our lives that
God, our loving Father, is eagerly waiting, hoping, and watching for us to return
when we have strayed from the path. Let us also remember that it is never too late
to reconcile with family and friends.
Let me leave you with these words from Ephesians 2: 8-9, “For it is by grace you
have been saved, through faith, and this is not from yourselves, it is a gift of God,
not by works, so that no one can boast.” Amen

*HYMN OF THE DAY

# 494

*RESPONSE TO THE WORD
L: In Christ, you have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation.
C: We believe in him and are marked with the seal of the promised Holy
Spirit.
L: Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I
believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On
the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe
in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen
L: Build yourselves up on your most holy faith;
C: pray in the Holy Spirit.
L: Keep yourselves in the love of God;
C: look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ.
L: If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:
C: Everything old has passed away; behold, everything has become new!
L: God has given us the ministry of reconciliation. Therefore, let us be reconciled to
God and to one another.
Silence for reflection and examination.
L: Gracious God,
C: have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and
unknown, things done and left undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so that we may
live and serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your holy name;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
L: The almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon, forgiveness, and remission of
all our sins.
C: Amen.

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church, the world,
and all who are in need.
A brief silence.
Jesus formed the disciples in the ways of extravagant mercy and profound
welcome. Lead your church to be a community marked by forgiveness, hospitality,
and celebration. Send us to transform a world plagued by fear and condemnation.
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
You make the land to produce a harvest that sustains your entire creation. Equip
farmers and farm workers who till the soil. Nourish the earth with ample rainfall
and abundant sunshine. Heal grounds tainted by pollution or misuse. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Countries are divided and leaders often harbor grudges. Reconcile nations that
experience conflict (especially). Act quickly to bring an end to war. Anoint
peacemakers trained in the art of diplomacy and foster a spirit of collaboration
among political rivals. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Your people cry for help in times of distress. Resolve disagreements among family
members. Save those experiencing financial hardship. Hear our prayers for those
who are sick or grieving (especially). Console us with the promise that everything
can become new. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Your love comes to us when a table is set and a feast is prepared. Bless the feeding
ministries of this congregation (especially). Bring an end to hunger in our
community and around the world. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
The one who was dead is alive again. We give thanks for those who have died,
confident that steadfast love surrounds them. Shelter them in your love until we are
gathered at your heavenly banquet. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, for the sake of
Jesus Christ.
Amen.
*THE LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen
*BENEDICTION
L: You are children of God, anointed with the oil of gladness and strengthened for
the journey. Almighty God, motherly, majestic, and mighty, ☩ bless you this day
and always.

*SENDING SONG:

# 296

*DISMISSAL
L: Go in peace. Jesus meets you on the way.
C: Thanks be to God.
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2007 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24118.

Christ Lutheran Church
PO Box 448
New Bloomfield, PA
17068

