
                                                                                       April 2022 

 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR                                                          

Dear Friends, 

I love the month of April!  For me, it is the month of new birth, a month that 

promises things to come.  My spring flowers push up through the ground, bright 

blooms are here and there, and the smell of the earth has a pungent, earthy smell.  

Yet, it is also a month that can try our patience.  It can be warm and sunny one day, 

enticing us to go outdoors and enjoy the weather and the next day snowflakes can 

fly.   

James 5:7-8 reminds us that we need to have patience in all things.  “The farmer 

waits for the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the 

early and the late rains.  You also must be patient.  Strengthen your hearts, for the 

coming of the Lord is near.” 

This month as we sow our flower or vegetable seeds in a good time to remember 

that the seeds God has sown in us as His disciples are the seeds of our potential.  

They must take root in the earthiness of our lives and grow in our hearts.  My wish 

for each of you this spring is to let the Word of God grow in your hearts.  May the 

bounty of God’s love and grace surround you, and lead you to greater spiritual 

grown. 

Many Blessings,                                         Pastor Linda 



 

Health Care Facilities:      Dot Berrier, Ruth Dunkelberger, Marhtea Keck. 

At home:   Joan Carroll, Marilyn Eckert, Martha & Dick Hoffner, Bruce & Sara 

Miller. 

Friends & Neighbors:  Louise Clouser, and Ruth Shepherd. 

Everyone affected by the COVID-19 virus in any way. 

All involved in the conflict in the Ukraine. 

Please contact the office (717-582-4356) with additions, corrections or deletions. 

         

 A big thank you to all of you for your generosity which has 

allowed us to continue paying our church expenses, and serving those in need in 

our community.  We may be small, but we are”scrappy” and with God’s help we 

will continue to survive this pandemic.  God’s Blessings to Each of You! 

 

 

 

 

Lectors for February are: April 3 – Erin Eckert 

                                             April10 – Ashley Eckert 

                                             April 15 – Kelly Spotts 

                                             April 17 – Matt Nulton 

                                             April 24 -  Youth Service 
     



      DID YOU KNOW? 

The largest Easter egg ever made was over 25 feet high and weighed over 

8,000 pounds. It was built out of chocolate and marshmallow and 

supported by an internal steel frame.  Yum! 

 

    THE TRADITION OF THE EASTER EGG 

Easter is a religious holiday, but some of its customs, such as Easter eggs, are 
likely linked to pagan traditions. The egg, an ancient symbol of new life, has been 
associated with pagan festivals celebrating spring. From a Christian perspective, 
Easter eggs are said to represent Jesus’ emergence from the tomb and 
resurrection. Decorating eggs for Easter is a tradition that dates back to at least 
the 13th century, according to some sources. One explanation for this custom is 
that eggs were formerly a forbidden food during the Lenten season, so people 
would paint and decorate them to mark the end of the period of penance and 
fasting, then eat them on Easter as a celebration. 

 

CALENDAR FOR April 2022 

Sunday, April 3    Sunday Worship with Communion 

Thursday, April 7    Bible Study, 1 p.m. 

Thursday, April 7    Grief Share, 3 to 5 p.m. 

https://www.history.com/news/easter-foods-from-lamb-to-eggs


Sunday, April 10    Palm Sunday Worship Service 

Tuesday, April 12    Council Meeting, 7 p.m. 

Friday, April 15    Good Friday Service, 7 p.m. 

Sunday, April 17    Happy Easter!  Sunday Service 

Thursday April 21    Grief Share, 3 to 5 p.m.  

Sunday, April 24    Youth Sunday 

Thursday, April 28    Grief Share, 3 to 5 p.m. 

 

    “GUARDIAN ANGEL PROJECT” 
We will be taking the fixings for Easter Dinner and food for the kids to make for 
their lunches over the Easter Break to the families we support.   If you would like 
to donate items, please place them in the grocery cart in the Sunday School 
Room.  We could use healthy snacks, juice, soups and other canned items that can 
easily be heated, cereal, pop tarts and so forth.  All of our families are extremely 
thankful for the food we provide.  Let us continue to help cut down food 
insecurity in our community.   

  

 

May we all be showered with eternal happiness and unlimited blessings of Jesus. 

Happy Easter. 



APRIL WORSHIP 

April 3, 2022 
 

Lent 5 

Our God makes all things new. In the first reading God promises it. In the gospel 

Mary anticipates it, anointing Jesus’ feet with costly perfume in preparation for the 

day of his burial. In the second reading Paul recalls his transformation from the 

persecutor Saul into an apostle. In baptism, God’s new person (you!) rises daily 

from the deadly mire of trespasses and sins. 

FELLOWSHIP & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE  

*GATHERING SONG                                                  # 116  

 



*GREETING 

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

*DIALOG Lent to Pentecost  

 L: The word is near you, 

 C: on your lips and in your heart. 

 

 L: If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord, 

 C: and believe in your heart that God raised him from the 

  dead, you will be saved. 

 L: Faith comes from what is heard, 

 C: and what is heard comes through the word of Christ. 

*SCRIPTURE SONG 

 

 

 



 

 

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY L: The Lord be with you. 

  C: And also with you. 

ALL: Creator God, you prepare a new way in the wilderness, and your grace 

waters our desert. Open our hearts to be transformed by the new thing you 

are doing, that our lives may proclaim the extravagance of your love given to 

all through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   Amen. 

 

FIRST LESSON:      Isaiah 43:16-21 

The prophet declares that long ago God performed mighty deeds and delivered 

Israel from Egyptian bondage through the waters of the sea. Now, God is about to 

do a new thing, bringing the exiles out of Babylon and through the wilderness in a 

new Exodus. 

 16Thus says the LORD, who makes a way in the sea, a path in the mighty waters, 
17who brings out chariot and horse, army and warrior; they lie down, they cannot 

rise, they are extinguished, quenched like a wick: 18Do not remember the former 

things, or consider the things of old. 19I am about to do a new thing; now it springs 

forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the 

desert. 20The wild animals will honor me, the jackals and the ostriches; for I give 



water in the wilderness, rivers in the desert, to give drink to my chosen people, 
21the people whom I formed for myself so that they might declare my praise. 

L: The word of the Lord.   C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Please join me in responsively reading Psalm 126. 

 

 1When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, then were we like those who 

dream. 

 2Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of 

joy. Then they said among the nations, “The LORD has done great things for 

them.” 

 3The LORD has done great things for us, and we are glad indeed. 

 4Restore our fortunes, O LORD, like the watercourses of the Negeb.  

 5Those who sowed with tears will reap with songs of joy.  

    6Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, will come again with joy, 

shouldering their sheaves.  

 SECOND LESSON:     Philippians 3:4b-14 

Writing to Christians in Philippi, Paul admits that his heritage and reputation 

could give him more reason than most people to place confidence in his spiritual 

pedigree. But the overwhelming grace of God in Jesus calls Paul to a new set of 

values. 

[Paul writes:] 4bIf anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have 

more: 5circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe 

of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6as to zeal, a 

persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. 

  7Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of 

Christ. 8More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value 

of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all 

things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9and be found 

in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one 

that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. 10I 

want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his 

sufferings by becoming like him in his death, 11if somehow I may attain the 

resurrection from the dead. 



  12Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I 

press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13Beloved, 

I do not consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting 

what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14I press on toward the 

goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God. 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

 

*GOSPEL  

Judas willfully misinterprets as waste Mary’s extravagant act of anointing Jesus’ 

feet with costly perfume. Jesus recognizes that her lavish gift is both an expression 

of love and an anticipation of his burial.  

P: The Holy Gospel according to John 12th  chapter. 

 C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

1Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom 

he had raised from the dead. 2There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and 

Lazarus was one of those at the table with him. 3Mary took a pound of costly 

perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped them with her hair. 

The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 4But Judas Iscariot, one of 



his disciples (the one who was about to betray him), said, 5“Why was this perfume 

not sold for three hundred denarii and the money given to the poor?” 6(He said this 

not because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept the 

common purse and used to steal what was put into it.) 7Jesus said, “Leave her 

alone. She bought it so that she might keep it for the day of my burial. 8You always 

have the poor with you, but you do not always have me.”  

P: The Gospel of the Lord.   C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

MESSAGE          John 12:1-8 

Today’s Gospel lesson is a story that I am sure we are all familiar with.  Jesus has 
raised Lazarus from the dead, and it has caused quite a stir.  Jesus is well aware 
that he is being watched by the religious leaders, yet He returns to the home of 
Lazarus.  It is clear that Jesus knows that this is the beginning of the end.  While 
the dinner is being served in the home of Lazarus, his sister Mary realizes that 
Jesus is more than just a healer, more than just a good teacher or preacher.  She 
recognizes something in Him has changed her, changed her values and those 
things which she valued, and she then uses the expensive nard to anoint Jesus’ 
feet and then wipe them with her hair.   

Mary’s anointing is raw, vulnerable, and frankly erotic. Mary blatantly disregards 
gender norms: she wipes Jesus’s feet with her hair. Oil is pouring over the floor, 
running over Jesus’s toes, trickling down Mary’s neck. The scent is filling the 
entire house.  What is important as well about this story is not just what she gave, 
but what the gift represented.  It represented the anointing of a king, as David 
was anointed, and, as Jesus said, the anointing of one to be given over to death. 
 
Then, we have Judas who speaks up and criticizes Mary for using the oil to anoint 
Jesus when it could have been sold and the money given to the poor.  Of course, 
by this point we know that some of that money would have remained in Judas’ 
own pocket. 
Judas will always be something of a mystery to us because he had been with Jesus 
almost from the beginning and had all the evidence he needed to convince him 
that Jesus was the Savior sent from God. And yet he willingly turned against Jesus 
and offered to betray Him for 30 pieces of silver. 



Why did he do it? Was it greed? That may have been part of it, because the Bible 
tells us that as treasurer of the little band of disciples Judas sometimes stole 
money from them. Or was it disappointment, because Jesus refused to become a 
king and Judas wanted power for himself? We can only speculate about this.  We 
will never know for sure.  Was he just a piece of the puzzle God used to bring 
about the crucifixion and Jesus’ rising from the dead for the atonement of our 
sins?   

But what, just what if there is another message in this story that we should be 
thinking about?  What if we are to be thinking about how Jesus saw and felt about 
Judas?   For us, Judas is so easy to dislike or even hate.  Could it be that we are 
too quick to judge.  Let’s not draw any conclusions here about Mary or Judas.  It 
would be easy to oppose them.  Mary is good, and Judas is bad.  Perhaps we have 
all had times in our lives when we have lived as Judas and times when we have 
lived as Mary.   

So, let us turn our attention now to what Jesus had said in the past by hearing the 
words of Matthew 5:43-48.  “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your 
neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for 
those who persecute you, so that you may be sons of your Father who is in 
heaven; for He causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on 
the righteous and the unrighteous.  For if you love those who love you, what 
reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? If you greet 
only your brothers, what more are you doing than others? Do not even the 
Gentiles do the same?  Therefore you are to be perfect; as you’re heavenly Father 
is perfect.”  

Surely, Judas would be considered an enemy of Jesus.  Yet, here Jesus is telling us 
to love our enemies and pray for them.  According to these words, Jesus would 
then have still loved Judas and would pray for him.  Now let me hasten to say 
that Jesus was very serious when he gave this command; he wasn’t playing. He 
realized that it’s hard to love your enemies. He realized that it’s difficult to love 
those persons who seek to defeat you, those persons who say evil things about 
you. He realized that it was painfully hard, pressingly hard. But he wasn’t 
playing, He meant what he said. 

By saying “Love your enemies,” Jesus meant that we should not take revenge on 
them or harm them but instead we should show kindness to them and pray for 



them.  Jesus, in fact, did that when He was hanging on the cross in pain and 
agony.  Luke 23:34 tells us that, “Jesus said, forgive them, for they do not know 
that they are doing.”  In short, if Jesus could forgive and love Judas, then we too 
must look at him with understanding and forgiveness, instead of our image of 
him as the villain.   

God wants us, His children and disciples, to forgive those who have hurt us, 
those who we know are our enemies.  There were countless people who 
ridiculed and hurt Jesus when He walked this earth, but Jesus still died on the 
cross for them and for us.  All we need to do is turn to Him in love and trust and 
we can be forgiven of our sins.  

As we leave here this morning, let us remember the parable of the Good 
Samaritan.  (Luke 10:29)  In the story Jesus taught us that we must demonstrate 
love to all types of people, no matter what creed, sexual preference, and 
nationality, economic or political status.  If we truly try to forgive and love our 
own enemies and pray for the, then we can make this a much better world and 
gentler world and truly reveal that Jesus is Lord of our life.   

Amen 

*HYMN OF THE DAY # 123 

 



 

*RESPONSE TO THE WORD 

L: In Christ, you have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. 

C: We believe in him and are marked with the seal of the promised Holy 

Spirit. 

L: Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I  

believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the  

power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under 

Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On 

the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 

hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe 

in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 

L: Build yourselves up on your most holy faith; 

C: pray in the Holy Spirit. 

L: Keep yourselves in the love of God; 

C: look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

L: If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: 

C: Everything old has passed away; behold, everything has become new! 

L: God has given us the ministry of reconciliation. Therefore, let us be reconciled to 

God and to one another. 

Silence for reflection and examination. 



L: Gracious God, 

C: have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and 

unknown, things done and left undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so that we may 

live and serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your holy name; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

L: The almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon, forgiveness, and remission of 

all our sins. C: Amen. 

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church, the world, 

and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

Do a new thing in the church. Free us from paradigms that no longer serve the 

gospel and bring forward leaders who imagine fresh ways of doing ministry. Give 

us courage in the face of change. Merciful God,  receive our prayer. 

Do a new thing for creation. Reverse the trajectory of climate change and 

environmental catastrophe. Revive habitats already impaired by human disregard. 

Amplify the voices of climate scientists and researchers working to chart a new 

course. Merciful God,   receive our prayer. 

Do a new thing in our world. Break barriers that prevent political enemies from 

working together for the well-being of all. Make a way for peace and collaboration 

among the nations. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Do a new thing for those who suffer. Reveal a path for any who are unemployed or 

underemployed, for those experiencing homelessness, and for all who struggle 

with money. Comfort those who grieve and restore those who are sick (especially). 

Merciful God,    receive our prayer. 

Do a new thing within us. Direct us into encounters that broaden our understanding 

of the human experience. Amplify voices that are ignored or devalued (especially). 

Deliver us especially from the scourge of racism. Merciful God,    

      receive our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 



Do a new thing in our death. Fill us with the knowledge of Christ and the power of 

his resurrection as we give thanks for (names and) all the saints who have attained 

the prize of their heavenly call. Merciful God,  receive our prayer. 

Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, for the sake of 

Jesus Christ.     Amen. 

*THE LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 

*BENEDICTION 

L: You are children of God, anointed with the oil of gladness and strengthened for 

the journey. Almighty God, motherly, majestic, and mighty, ☩ bless you this day 

and always. 

 

*SENDING SONG:  # 92 LBW 

Were You There 

 

1 Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

 Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

 Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 

 Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

 

2 Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 

 Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 

 Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 

 Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 

 

3 Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 

 Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 



 Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 

 Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 

 

4 Were you there when God raised him from the tomb? 

 Were you there when God raised him from the tomb? 

 Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 

 Were you there when God raised him from the tomb? 

 

*DISMISSAL 

L: Go in peace. Jesus meets you on the way. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

April 10, 2022 

Palm Sunday 
 

Today we follow Christ from triumphal entry to the cross, each waypoint of the journey 

marked by Jesus’ compassion for those who would betray, mock, accuse, or do violence to 

him. Though persecuted and beaten, Jesus the Son of God is not disgraced; instead, he 

asks forgiveness for those who put him to death. We have walked the Lenten pathway these 

forty days, each of us invited through baptism to “let the same mind be in you that was in 

Christ Jesus.” We enter this holy week accompanying Jesus to the cross with both grief and 

thanksgiving in our hearts, trusting in God’s redeeming love. 
 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------        

 

PRELUDE  

 

P:  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

C:  Hosanna in the highest. 

P:  The Lord be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 

P:  Let us pray. 

P:  Mercifully assist us, O Lord God of our salvation, that we  

  may enter with joy upon the contemplation of those mighty acts  

  where by you have given us life everlasting; through your Son,   

  Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 



*PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL:     Luke 19:28-40 

Entrance into the final days 

28After he had said this, [Jesus] went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 

  29When he had come near Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called the 

Mount of Olives, he sent two of the disciples, 30saying, “Go into the village ahead 

of you, and as you enter it you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden. 

Untie it and bring it here. 31If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ just say 

this, ‘The Lord needs it.’ ” 32So those who were sent departed and found it as he 

had told them. 33As they were untying the colt, its owners asked them, “Why are 

you untying the colt?” 34They said, “The Lord needs it.” 35Then they brought it to 

Jesus; and after throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus on it. 36As he rode 

along, people kept spreading their cloaks on the road. 37As he was now 

approaching the path down from the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the 

disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all the deeds of power 

that they had seen, 38saying, “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the 

Lord! Peace in heaven, and glory in the highest heaven!” 39Some of the Pharisees 

in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, order your disciples to stop.” 40He answered, “I 

tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out.” 

  

P:  The Lord be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 
 

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

P:  We praise and thank you, …,who lives and reigns with you and  

       the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 

 

P:  Let us go forth in peace, 

C:  in the name of the Lord. 

 

 

*GATHERING HYMN:  # 108 

 



 

*GREETING: 

  P: The immeasurable grace of Christ Jesus, the rich mercy of God, 

and the unity of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C: And also with you. 

 

*SALUTATION 

P: The Lord be with you.  

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY: 

ALL:  Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord 

Jesus Christ to take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy 



enable us to share in his obedience to your will and in the glorious victory of his 

resurrection, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.            Amen. 

 READING Isaiah 50: 4-9a 

The servant of the Lord expresses absolute confidence in his final vindication, 

despite the fact that he has been struck and spit upon. This characteristic of the 

servant played an important role in the early church’s understanding of the 

suffering, death, and resurrection of Jesus. 

4The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to 

sustain the weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens—wakens my ear to 

listen as those who are taught. 5The Lord GOD has opened my ear, and I was not 

rebellious, I did not turn backward. 6I gave my back to those who struck me, and 

my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face from insult 

and spitting. 

 7The Lord GOD helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have 

set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 8he who  

vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who 

are my adversaries? Let them confront me. 9aIt is the Lord GOD who helps me; who 

will declare me guilty? 

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Please join in responsively reading Psalm 31:   

 9Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I am in trouble; my eye is consumed with 

sorrow, and also my throat and my belly. 
  10For my life is wasted with grief, and my years with   

 sighing; my strength fails me because of affliction, and   

 my bones are consumed. 

 11I am the scorn of all my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors, a dismay to 

my acquaintances; when they see me in the street they avoid me. 
  12Like the dead I am forgotten, out of mind; I am as   

 useless as a broken pot.    

 13For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is all around; 



 they put their heads together against me; they plot to take my life. 
14But as for me, I have trusted in you, O LORD. I have said, "You are 

my God. 

 

15My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and 

from those who persecute me. 
16Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast 

love."   

  

READING Philippians 2:5–11 

Paul uses an early Christian hymn to help us comprehend Jesus’ obedient 

selflessness on the cross and how God has made Christ lord over all reality. The 

perspective of the cross becomes the way we rightly understand God, Christ, our 

own lives, and fellowship within the community of Christ. 

5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was in the 

form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, 7but 

emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And 

being found in human form, 8he humbled himself and became obedient to the point 

of death—even death on a cross. 

 9Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above 

every name, 10so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and 

on earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is 

Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God. 

 

 LENTEN VERSE   

 



*GOSPEL  

 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 22nd  chapter. 

 

Please be seated. 

GOSPEL      Luke 22:14--23:56 

Through the teachings and events of the passion story we see and hear the great 

contradictions that characterize the coming of God’s reign. The leader serves the 

followers, proud Peter is revealed in his cowardice, and Jesus—the innocent 

bringer of life—is arrested, beaten, executed, and buried. 

14When the hour came, [Jesus] took his place at the table, and the apostles with 

him. 15He said to them, “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before 

I suffer; 16for I tell you, I will not eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of 

God.” 17Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he said, “Take this and divide 

it among yourselves; 18for I tell you that from now on I will not drink of the fruit of 

the vine until the kingdom of God comes.” 19Then he took a loaf of bread, and 

when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying, “This is my 

body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 20And he did the 

same with the cup after supper, saying, “This cup that is poured out for you is the 

new covenant in my blood. 21But see, the one who betrays me is with me, and his 

hand is on the table. 22For the Son of Man is going as it has been determined, but 

woe to that one by whom he is betrayed!” 23Then they began to ask one another 

which one of them it could be who would do this. 

  24A dispute also arose among them as to which one of them was to be regarded 

as the greatest. 25But he said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; 

and those in authority over them are called benefactors. 26But not so with you; 

rather the greatest among you must become like the youngest, and the leader like 

one who serves. 27For who is greater, the one who is at the table or the one who 

serves? Is it not the one at the table? But I am among you as one who serves. 

  28“You are those who have stood by me in my trials; 29and I confer on you, just 

as my Father has conferred on me, a kingdom, 30so that you may eat and drink at 

my table in my kingdom, and you will sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of 



Israel. 

  31“Simon, Simon, listen! Satan has demanded to sift all of you like wheat, 32but 

I have prayed for you that your own faith may not fail; and you, when once you 

have turned back, strengthen your brothers.” 33And he said to him, “Lord, I am 

ready to go with you to prison and to death!” 34Jesus said, “I tell you, Peter, the 

cock will not crow this day, until you have denied three times that you know me.” 

  35He said to them, “When I sent you out without a purse, bag, or sandals, did 

you lack anything?” They said, “No, not a thing.” 36He said to them, “But now, the 

one who has a purse must take it, and likewise a bag. And the one who has no 

sword must sell his cloak and buy one. 37For I tell you, this scripture must be 

fulfilled in me, ‘And he was counted among the lawless’; and indeed what is 

written about me is being fulfilled.” 38They said, “Lord, look, here are two 

swords.” He replied, “It is enough.” 

  39He came out and went, as was his custom, to the Mount of Olives; and the 

disciples followed him. 40When he reached the place, he said to them, “Pray that 

you may not come into the time of trial.” 41Then he withdrew from them about a 

stone’s throw, knelt down, and prayed, 42“Father, if you are willing, remove this 

cup from me; yet, not my will but yours be done.” 43⟦Then an angel from heaven 

appeared to him and gave him strength. 44In his anguish he prayed more earnestly, 

and his sweat became like great drops of blood falling down on the 

ground.⟧ 45When he got up from prayer, he came to the disciples and found them 

sleeping because of grief, 46and he said to them, “Why are you sleeping? Get up 

and pray that you may not come into the time of trial.” 

  47While he was still speaking, suddenly a crowd came, and the one called Judas, 

one of the twelve, was leading them. He approached Jesus to kiss him; 48but Jesus 

said to him, “Judas, is it with a kiss that you are betraying the Son of 

Man?” 49When those who were around him saw what was coming, they asked, 

“Lord, should we strike with the sword?” 50Then one of them struck the slave of 

the high priest and cut off his right ear. 51But Jesus said, “No more of this!” And he 

touched his ear and healed him. 52Then Jesus said to the chief priests, the officers 

of the temple police, and the elders who had come for him, “Have you come out 

with swords and clubs as if I were a bandit? 53When I was with you day after day 

in the temple, you did not lay hands on me. But this is your hour, and the power of 

darkness!” 

  54Then they seized him and led him away, bringing him into the high priest’s 

house. But Peter was following at a distance. 55When they had kindled a fire in the 

middle of the courtyard and sat down together, Peter sat among them. 56Then a 



servant-girl, seeing him in the firelight, stared at him and said, “This man also was 

with him.” 57But he denied it, saying, “Woman, I do not know him.” 58A little later 

someone else, on seeing him, said, “You also are one of them.” But Peter said, 

“Man, I am not!” 59Then about an hour later still another kept insisting, “Surely 

this man also was with him; for he is a Galilean.” 60But Peter said, “Man, I do not 

know what you are talking about!” At that moment, while he was still speaking, 

the cock crowed. 61The Lord turned and looked at Peter. Then Peter remembered 

the word of the Lord, how he had said to him, “Before the cock crows today, you 

will deny me three times.” 62And he went out and wept bitterly. 

  63Now the men who were holding Jesus began to mock him and beat him; 64they 

also blindfolded him and kept asking him, “Prophesy! Who is it that struck 

you?” 65They kept heaping many other insults on him. 

  66When day came, the assembly of the elders of the people, both chief priests 

and scribes, gathered together, and they brought him to their council. 67They said, 

“If you are the Messiah, tell us.” He replied, “If I tell you, you will not 

believe; 68and if I question you, you will not answer. 69But from now on the Son of 

Man will be seated at the right hand of the power of God.” 70All of them asked, 

“Are you, then, the Son of God?” He said to them, “You say that I am.” 71Then 

they said, “What further testimony do we need? We have heard it ourselves from 

his own lips!”23: 

  1Then the assembly rose as a body and brought Jesus before Pilate. 2They began 

to accuse him, saying, “We found this man perverting our nation, forbidding us to 

pay taxes to the emperor, and saying that he himself is the Messiah, a king.” 3Then 

Pilate asked him, “Are you the king of the Jews?” He answered, “You say 

so.” 4Then Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowds, “I find no basis for an 

accusation against this man.” 5But they were insistent and said, “He stirs up the 

people by teaching throughout all Judea, from Galilee where he began even to this 

place.” 

  6When Pilate heard this, he asked whether the man was a Galilean. 7And when 

he learned that he was under Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him off to Herod, who 

was himself in Jerusalem at that time. 8When Herod saw Jesus, he was very glad, 

for he had been wanting to see him for a long time, because he had heard about 

him and was hoping to see him perform some sign. 9He questioned him at some 

length, but Jesus gave him no answer. 10The chief priests and the scribes stood by, 

vehemently accusing him. 11Even Herod with his soldiers treated him with 

contempt and mocked him; then he put an elegant robe on him, and sent him back 

to Pilate. 12That same day Herod and Pilate became friends with each other; before 



this they had been enemies. 

  13Pilate then called together the chief priests, the leaders, and the people, 14and 

said to them, “You brought me this man as one who was perverting the people; and 

here I have examined him in your presence and have not found this man guilty of 

any of your charges against him. 15Neither has Herod, for he sent him back to us. 

Indeed, he has done nothing to deserve death. 16I will therefore have him flogged 

and release him.” 

  18Then they all shouted out together, “Away with this fellow! Release Barabbas 

for us!” 19(This was a man who had been put in prison for an insurrection that had 

taken place in the city, and for murder.) 20Pilate, wanting to release Jesus, 

addressed them again; 21but they kept shouting, “Crucify, crucify him!” 22A third 

time he said to them, “Why, what evil has he done? I have found in him no ground 

for the sentence of death; I will therefore have him flogged and then release 

him.” 23But they kept urgently demanding with loud shouts that he should be 

crucified; and their voices prevailed. 24So Pilate gave his verdict that their demand 

should be granted. 25He released the man they asked for, the one who had been put 

in prison for insurrection and murder, and he handed Jesus over as they wished. 

  26As they led him away, they seized a man, Simon of Cyrene, who was coming 

from the country, and they laid the cross on him, and made him carry it behind 

Jesus. 27A great number of the people followed him, and among them were women 

who were beating their breasts and wailing for him. 28But Jesus turned to them and 

said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and 

for your children. 29For the days are surely coming when they will say, ‘Blessed 

are the barren, and the wombs that never bore, and the breasts that never 

nursed.’ 30Then they will begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us’; and to the 

hills, ‘Cover us.’ 31For if they do this when the wood is green, what will happen 

when it is dry?” 

  32Two others also, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with 

him. 33When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus 

there with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34⟦Then Jesus said, 

“Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.”⟧ And they cast 

lots to divide his clothing. 35And the people stood by, watching; but the leaders 

scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah 

of God, his chosen one!” 36The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering 

him sour wine, 37and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save 

yourself!” 38There was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.” 

  39One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, 



“Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 40But the other rebuked him, 

saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of 

condemnation? 41And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting 

what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong.” 42Then he 

said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 43He replied, 

“Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.” 

  44It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in 

the afternoon, 45while the sun’s light failed; and the curtain of the temple was torn 

in two. 46Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands I 

commend my spirit.” Having said this, he breathed his last. 47When the centurion 

saw what had taken place, he praised God and said, “Certainly this man was 

innocent.” 48And when all the crowds who had gathered there for this spectacle 

saw what had taken place, they returned home, beating their breasts. 49But all his 

acquaintances, including the women who had followed him from Galilee, stood at 

a distance, watching these things. 

  50Now there was a good and righteous man named Joseph, who, though a 

member of the council, 51had not agreed to their plan and action. He came from the 

Jewish town of Arimathea, and he was waiting expectantly for the kingdom of 

God. 52This man went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. 53Then he took it 

down, wrapped it in a linen cloth, and laid it in a rock-hewn tomb where no one 

had ever been laid. 54It was the day of Preparation, and the sabbath was 

beginning. 55The women who had come with him from Galilee followed, and they 

saw the tomb and how his body was laid. 56Then they returned, and prepared spices 

and ointments. 

  On the sabbath they rested according to the commandment. 

 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 



* NICENE CREED 

 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the 

only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 

Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the 

Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he 

came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate 

from the virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he was crucified 

under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he 

rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;  he ascended into heaven and 

is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge 

the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 

from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped 

and glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy 

catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one Baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 

world to come. Amen 

* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church, the world, 

and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

We pray for the church, called to follow Jesus in the way of the cross. Make us 

unflinching servants of the gospel. Deliver us from hardship as we confront the 

forces of injustice and practice radical compassion. Merciful God,   

         receive our prayer. 

For the earth and all its inhabitants, created in love: Train us to recognize your 

divine goodness in the world around us. Rouse in us a reverence for creation, that 

we take greater care of its resources. Merciful God,  receive our prayer. 

For those in positions of authority called to lead with integrity and compassion: 

Supply them with courage and vulnerability when challenged with new ideas. 

Deliver them from fear that limits imagination and impedes justice. Merciful God, 

         receive our prayer. 



For those who suffer, waiting expectantly for mercy and consolation: Accompany 

those who feel abandoned or betrayed, defend those who are wrongly accused, and 

embrace those who are incarcerated or detained. Heal those who are ill 

(especially). Merciful God,     receive our prayer. 

For Christians around the world, preparing this week to journey with Jesus to the 

cross: Reveal to us once again the earthshaking power of humble service, 

unmerited forgiveness, and sacrificial love. Lead us all from death to life. Merciful 

God,         receive our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

We remember those who have died (especially Mikael Agricola and . . .), who 

were commended into your hands. Remember us when you come into your 

kingdom, and prepare a place for each of us with you in paradise. Merciful God, 

         receive our prayer. 

Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, for the sake of 

Jesus Christ.        Amen. 

 

 *THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P: The Lord be with you. 

 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

 

P: Let us give thanks and praise to the Lord our God. 

 

 



*PREFACE  It is indeed right and salutary….we praise your name  

 and join their unending hymn: 

 

*SANCTUS 

 

 

*THANKSGIVING 

P: Holy God, our living Water, our faithful Companion, our true Guide, 

by your Word you created a world with rivers and seas, wells and springs, 

and in mercy you provided water for your people in the wilderness. 

For your Word with the water of baptism, we thank you, O God. 

We thank you, O God. 

We praise you for Christ, who joined us in our desert, calling us to righteousness, 

granting forgiveness, and walking with us into newness of life. For Jesus, your 

gracious Word, we glorify you, O God. 

We glorify you, O God. 

Through these days of Lent we plead for your Spirit,  that strengthened by your 

Word, we may care for others and for the world you made, and work for justice 

and peace for all. For your Word in our hearts and minds, we praise you, O God. 

We praise you, O God. 

  

Receive our thanksgiving, and grant us your blessing, Holy God, now and forever. 

Amen. 



*THE LORD'S PRAYER 

 C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy   

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Here is food and drink for the journey. 

Take and be filled. 

THE MEAL  

*COMMUNION BLESSING 

 

   P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep  

         you in his grace. 

   C: Amen. 

 

*POST COMMUNION CANTICLE  

 



 

 

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER    

ALL: Blessed Jesus, in this rich meal of grace, you have fed us with your 

body, the bread of life. Now send us forth to bear your life-giving hope to a 

world in need. Amen. 

 

*BLESSING 

 P: You are children of God, anointed with the oil of gladness and strengthened for 

the journey. Almighty God, motherly, majestic, and mighty, ☩ bless you this day 

and always. 

 

 

 

 

*SENDING HYMN # 171 LBW 

 

 

 



 

*DISMISSAL:  

  P: Go in peace. Jesus meets you on the way.    C: Thanks be to God. 



Good Friday Service of Light and Darkness 

April 15, 2022  7:00 PM 

 Life and death stand side by side as we enter into Good Friday. In John’s 

passion account, Jesus reveals the power and glory of God, even as he is put on 

trial and sentenced to death. Standing with the disciples at the foot of the cross, we 

pray for the whole world in the ancient bidding prayer, as Christ’s death offers life 

to all. We gather in solemn devotion, but always with the promise that the tree 

around which we assemble is indeed a tree of life. We depart silently, and we 

anticipate the culmination of the Three Days in the Easter Vigil. 

 

GATHERING All gather in silence.  

The assembly stands when the ministers stand. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

All: Almighty God, look with loving mercy on your family, for whom our 

Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed, to be given over to the hands of 

sinners, and to suffer death on the cross; who now lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.   

C: Amen. 

The assembly is seated. 

READING:  Isaiah 52:13—53:12 

The fourth servant poem promises ultimate vindication for the servant, who made 

his life an offering for sin. The early church saw in the servant’s pouring himself 

out to death and being numbered with the transgressors important keys for 

understanding the death of Jesus. 

 13See, my servant shall prosper; he shall be exalted and lifted up, and shall be 

very high. 14Just as there were many who were astonished at him —so marred was 

his appearance, beyond human semblance, and his form beyond that of mortals—
15so he shall startle many nations; kings shall shut their mouths because of him; for 

that which had not been told them they shall see, and that which they had not heard 

they shall contemplate. 

 53:1Who has believed what we have heard? And to whom has the arm of 



the LORD been revealed? 2For he grew up before him like a young plant, and like a 

root out of dry ground; he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, 

nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 3He was despised and rejected 

by others; a man of suffering and acquainted with infirmity; and as one from whom 

others hide their faces he was despised, and we held him of no account. 

 4Surely he has borne our infirmities and carried our diseases; yet we accounted 

him stricken, struck down by God, and afflicted.5But he was wounded for our 

transgressions, crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the punishment that made 

us whole, and by his bruises we are healed. 
6All we like sheep have gone astray; we have all turned to our own way, 

and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 

 7He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; 

like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is 

silent, so he did not open his mouth. 8By a perversion of justice he was taken away. 

Who could have imagined his future? For he was cut off from the land of the 

living, stricken for the transgression of my people. 9They made his grave with the 

wicked and his tomb with the rich, although he had done no violence, and there 

was no deceit in his mouth. 

 10Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him with pain. When you make his life 

an offering for sin, he shall see his offspring, and shall prolong his days; through 

him the will of the LORD shall prosper. 11Out of his anguish he shall see light; he 

shall find satisfaction through his knowledge. The righteous one, my servant, shall 

make many righteous, and he shall bear their iniquities. 12Therefore I will allot him 

a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; because he 

poured out himself to death, and was numbered with the transgressors; yet he bore 

the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors. 

 

Refer to Hymn 112 LBW 

 

THE PASSION ACCORDING TO ST. JOHN 

 PART ONE: John 18:1–11 

After Jesus had spoken these words, he went out with his disciples across the 

Kidron valley to a place where there was a garden, which he and his disciples 

entered.  2Now Judas, who betrayed him, also knew the place, because Jesus often 



met there with his disciples.  3So Judas brought a detachment of soldiers together 

with police from the chief priests and the Pharisees, and they came there with 

lanterns and torches and weapons.  4Then Jesus, knowing all that was to happen to 

him, came forward and asked them, "Whom are you looking for?"  5They 

answered, "Jesus of Nazareth." Jesus replied, "I am he." Judas, who betrayed him, 

was standing with them.  6When Jesus said to them, "I am he," they stepped back 

and fell to the ground.  7Again he asked them, "Whom are you looking for?" And 

they said, "Jesus of Nazareth."  8Jesus answered, "I told you that I am he. So if you 

are looking for me, let these men go."  9This was to fulfill the word that he had 

spoken, "I did not lose a single one of those whom you gave me."  10Then Simon 

Peter, who had a sword, drew it, struck the high priest's slave, and cut off his right 

ear. The slave's name was Malchus.  11Jesus said to Peter, "Put your sword back 

into its sheath. Am I not to drink the cup that the Father has given me?" 

First candle is extinguished. 

HYMN: JESUS, IN THY DYING WOES               LBW 112 PART I 

THE PASSION ACCORDING TO ST. JOHN 

 PART TWO: John 18:12–27 

12So the soldiers, their officer, and the Jewish police arrested Jesus and bound him.  
13First they took him to Annas, who was the father-in- law of Caiaphas, the high 

priest that year.  14Caiaphas was the one who had advised the Jews that it was 

better to have one person die for the people. 

 15Simon Peter and another disciple followed Jesus. Since that disciple was known 

to the high priest, he went with Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest,  16but 

Peter was standing outside at the gate. So the other disciple, who was known to the 

high priest, went out, spoke to the woman who guarded the gate, and brought Peter 

in.  17The woman said to Peter, "You are not also one of this man's disciples, are 

you?" He said, "I am not."  18Now the slaves and the police had made a charcoal 

fire because it was cold, and they were standing around it and warming themselves. 

Peter also was standing with them and warming himself. 

  19Then the high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and about his 

teaching.  20Jesus answered, "I have spoken openly to the world; I have always 

taught in synagogues and in the temple, where all the Jews come together. I have 

said nothing in secret.  21Why do you ask me? Ask those who heard what I said to 

them; they know what I said."  22When he had said this, one of the police standing 

nearby struck Jesus on the face, saying, "Is that how you answer the high priest?"  



23Jesus answered, "If I have spoken wrongly, testify to the wrong. But if I have 

spoken rightly, why do you strike me?"  24Then Annas sent him bound to Caiaphas 

the high priest. 

  25Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. They asked him, 

"You are not also one of his disciples, are you?" He denied it and said, "I am not."  
26One of the slaves of the high priest, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut 

off, asked, "Did I not see you in the garden with him?"  27Again Peter denied it, 

and at that moment the cock crowed. 

Second candle is extinguished. 

 

HYMN: JESUS, IN THY DYING WOES             LBW 112  PART II  

THE PASSION ACCORDING TO ST. JOHN 

 PART THREE: John 18:28–40 

28Then they took Jesus from Caiaphas to Pilate's headquarters. It was early in the 

morning. They themselves did not enter the headquarters, so as to avoid ritual 

defilement and to be able to eat the Passover.  29So Pilate went out to them and 

said, "What accusation do you bring against this man?"  30They answered, "If this 

man were not a criminal, we would not have handed him over to you."  31Pilate 

said to them, "Take him yourselves and judge him according to your law." The 

Jews replied, "We are not permitted to put anyone to death."  32(This was to fulfill 

what Jesus had said when he indicated the kind of death he was to die.) 

  33Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked 

him, "Are you the King of the Jews?"  34Jesus answered, "Do you ask this on your 

own, or did others tell you about me?"  35Pilate replied, "I am not a Jew, am I? 

Your own nation and the chief priests have handed you over to me. What have you 

done?"  36Jesus answered, "My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom 

were from this world, my followers would be fighting to keep me from being 

handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here."  37Pilate asked 

him, "So you are a king?" Jesus answered, "You say that I am a king. For this I was 

born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who 

belongs to the truth listens to my voice."  38Pilate asked him, "What is truth?" 

 After he had said this, he went out to the Jews again and told them, "I find 

no case against him.  39But you have a custom that I release someone for you at the 

Passover. Do you want me to release for you the King of the Jews?"  40They 



shouted in reply, "Not this man, but Barabbas!" Now Barabbas was a bandit. 

Third candle is extinguished. 

HYMN: JESUS, IN THY DYING WOES                    LBW 112 PART III 

THE PASSION ACCORDING TO ST. JOHN 

 PART FOUR: John 19:1–7 

Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged.  2And the soldiers wove a crown of 

thorns and put it on his head, and they dressed him in a purple robe.  3They kept 

coming up to him, saying, "Hail, King of the Jews!" and striking him on the face.  
4Pilate went out again and said to them, "Look, I am bringing him out to you to let 

you know that I find no case against him."  5So Jesus came out, wearing the crown 

of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to them, "Here is the man!"  6When the 

chief priests and the police saw him, they shouted, "Crucify him! Crucify him!" 

Pilate said to them, "Take him yourselves and crucify him; I find no case against 

him."  7The Jews answered him, "We have a law, and according to that law he 

ought to die because he has claimed to be the Son of God." 

Fourth candle is extinguished. 

HYMN: JESUS, IN THY DYING WOES                        LBW 112 PART IV 

THE PASSION ACCORDING TO ST. JOHN 

 PART FIVE: John 19:8–16a 

8Now when Pilate heard this, he was more afraid than ever.  9He entered his 

headquarters again and asked Jesus, "Where are you from?" But Jesus gave him no 

answer.  10Pilate therefore said to him, "Do you refuse to speak to me? Do you not 

know that I have power to release you, and power to crucify you?"  11Jesus 

answered him, "You would have no power over me unless it had been given you 

from above; therefore the one who handed me over to you is guilty of a greater 

sin."  12From then on Pilate tried to release him, but the Jews cried out, "If you 

release this man, you are no friend of the emperor. Everyone who claims to be a 

king sets himself against the emperor." 

  13When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus outside and sat on the 

judge's bench at a place called The Stone Pavement, or in Hebrew Gabbatha.  
14Now it was the day of Preparation for the Passover; and it was about noon. He 

said to the Jews, "Here is your King!"  15They cried out, "Away with him! Away 



with him! Crucify him!" Pilate asked them, "Shall I crucify your King?" The chief 

priests answered, "We have no king but the emperor."  16Then he handed him over 

to them to be crucified. 

Fifth candle is extinguished. 

HYMN: JESUS, IN THY DYING WOES                LBW 112 PART V 

THE PASSION ACCORDING TO ST. JOHN 

 PART SIX: John 19:16b–22 

16bSo they took Jesus;  17and carrying the cross by himself, he went out to what is 

called The Place of the Skull, which in Hebrew is called Golgotha.  18There they 

crucified him, and with him two others, one on either side, with Jesus between 

them.  19Pilate also had an inscription written and put on the cross. It read, "Jesus 

of Nazareth, the King of the Jews."  20Many of the Jews read this inscription, 

because the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city; and it was written in 

Hebrew, in Latin, and in Greek.  21Then the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, 

"Do not write, 'The King of the Jews,' but, 'This man said, I am King of the Jews.'"  
22Pilate answered, "What I have written I have written." 

Sixth candle is extinguished. 

HYMN: JESUS, IN THY DYING WOES                          LBW 112 PART VI 

  THE PASSION ACCORDING TO ST. JOHN 

 PART SEVEN: John 19:23–30 

23When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and divided them 

into four parts, one for each soldier. They also took his tunic; now the tunic was 

seamless, woven in one piece from the top.  24So they said to one another, "Let us 

not tear it, but cast lots for it to see who will get it." This was to fulfill what the 

scripture says,  "They divided my clothes among themselves, and for my 

clothing they cast lots."   25And that is what the soldiers did. 

 Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his 

mother's sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene.  26When Jesus saw 

his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing beside her, he said to his 

mother, "Woman, here is your son."  27Then he said to the disciple, "Here is your 

mother." And from that hour the disciple took her into his own home. 

  28After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to 



fulfill the scripture), "I am thirsty."  29A jar full of sour wine was standing there. So 

they put a sponge full of the wine on a branch of hyssop and held it to his mouth.  
30When Jesus had received the wine, he said, "It is finished." Then he bowed his 

head and gave up his spirit. 

Seventh candle is extinguished. 

HYMN: JESUS, IN THY DYING WOES                     LBW 112  PART VII 

THE PASSION ACCORDING TO ST. JOHN 

 PART EIGHT: John 19:31–42 

31Since it was the day of Preparation, the Jews did not want the bodies left on the 

cross during the sabbath, especially because that sabbath was a day of great 

solemnity. So they asked Pilate to have the legs of the crucified men broken and 

the bodies removed.  32Then the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first and of 

the other who had been crucified with him.  33But when they came to Jesus and 

saw that he was already dead, they did not break his legs.  34Instead, one of the 

soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at once blood and water came out.  35(He 

who saw this has testified so that you also may believe. His testimony is true, and 

he knows that he tells the truth.)  36These things occurred so that the scripture 

might be fulfilled, "None of his bones shall be broken."  37And again another 

passage of scripture says, "They will look on the one whom they have pierced." 

  38After these things, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, 

though a secret one because of his fear of the Jews, asked Pilate to let him take 

away the body of Jesus. Pilate gave him permission; so he came and removed his 

body.  39Nicodemus, who had at first come to Jesus by night, also came, bringing a 

mixture of myrrh and aloes, weighing about a hundred pounds.  40They took the 

body of Jesus and wrapped it with the spices in linen cloths, according to the burial 

custom of the Jews.  41Now there was a garden in the place where he was crucified, 

and in the garden there was a new tomb in which no one had ever been laid.  42And 

so, because it was the Jewish day of Preparation, and the tomb was nearby, they 

laid Jesus there. 

The Paschal Candle is extinguished. 

SILENT MEDITATION FOR REFLECTION 

BIDDING PRAYER     

P: Let us pray, brothers and sisters, for the holy church throughout the world.

 C: Amen. 



Silent prayer. 

P: Almighty and eternal God, you have shown your glory to all nations in Jesus 

Christ. By your Holy Spirit guide the church and gather it throughout the world. 

Help it to persevere in faith, proclaim your name, and bring the good news of 

salvation in Christ to all people. We ask this through Christ our Lord.  C: Amen. 

P: Let us pray for those preparing for baptism. 

Silent prayer. 

P: Almighty and eternal God, you continue to bless the church. Increase the faith 

and understanding of those preparing for baptism. Give them new birth as your 

children, and keep them in the faith and communion of your holy church. We ask 

this through Christ our Lord. C: Amen. 

P: Let us pray for our sisters and brothers who share our faith in Jesus Christ. 

Silent prayer. 

P: Almighty and eternal God, you give your church unity. Look with favor on all 

who follow Jesus your Son. Make all the baptized one in the fullness of faith, and 

keep us united in the fellowship of love. We ask this through Christ our Lord.

 C: Amen. 

P: Let us pray for the Jewish people, the first to hear the word of God. 

Silent prayer. 

P: Almighty and eternal God, long ago you gave your promise to Abraham and 

your teaching to Moses. Hear our prayers that the people you called and elected as 

your own may receive the fulfillment of the covenant's promises. We ask this 

through Christ our Lord.  C: Amen. 

P: Let us pray for those who do not share our faith in Jesus Christ. 

Silent prayer. 

P: Almighty and eternal God, gather into your embrace all those who call out to 

you under different names. Bring an end to inter-religious strife, and make us more 

faithful witnesses of the love made known to us in your Son. We ask this through 

Christ our Lord. C: Amen. 

P: Let us pray for those who do not believe in God. 



Silent prayer. 

P: Almighty and eternal God, you created humanity so that all may long to know 

you and find peace in you. Grant that all may recognize the signs of your love and 

grace in the world and in the lives of Christians, and gladly acknowledge you as 

the one true God. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

 C: Amen. 

P: Let us pray for God's creation. 

Silent prayer. 

P: Almighty and eternal God, you are the creator of a magnificent universe. Hold 

all the worlds in the arms of your care and bring all things to fulfillment in you. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. C: Amen. 

P: Let us pray for those who serve in public office. 

Silent prayer. 

P: Almighty and eternal God, you are the champion of the poor and oppressed. In 

your goodness, give wisdom to those in authority, so that all people may enjoy 

justice, peace, freedom, and a share in the goodness of your creation. We ask this 

through Christ our Lord. C: Amen. 

P: Let us pray for those in need. 

Silent prayer. 

P: Almighty and eternal God, you give strength to the weary and new courage to 

those who have lost heart. Heal the sick, comfort the dying, give safety to travelers, 

free those unjustly deprived of liberty, and deliver your world from falsehood, 

hunger, and disease. Hear the prayers of all who call on you in any trouble, that 

they may have the joy of receiving your help in their need. We ask this through 

Christ our Lord. C: Amen. 

P; Finally, let us pray for all those things for which our Lord would have us ask. 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 



ADDORATION OF THE CROSS 

P: Behold, the life-giving cross, on which was hung the Savior of  the whole world. 

C: Oh, come, let us worship him. 

 

P: Behold, the life-giving cross, on which was hung the Savior of  the whole world. 

C: Oh, come, let us worship him. 

 

P: Behold, the life-giving cross, on which was hung the Savior of  the whole world. 

C: Oh, come, let us worship him. 

 

After a brief silence, the minister continues. 

 

P: We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you. 

C: By your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 

 

 

April 17, 2022   Easter Day - Resurrection of Our Lord 

“The last enemy to be destroyed is death,” Paul writes. Today Christ is risen, and 

we gather together with astonishment and joy. Christ is risen, and we have been 

set free from the bonds of death. Christ is risen, and we are forgiven. Christ is 

risen, and with the women at the tomb and Peter, we are amazed. Let us rejoice: 

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

FELLOWSHIP 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

P: In the waters of baptism, we have passed over from death to life with Jesus 

Christ, and we are a new creation. For this saving mystery, and for this water, let 

us bless God, who was, who is, and who is to come. 

We thank you, God, for your river of life, flowing freely from your throne: through 

the earth, through the city, through every living thing. You rescued Noah and his 



family from the flood; You opened wide the sea for the  Israelites. Now in these 

waters you flood us with mercy, and our sin is drowned forever. You open the gate 

of righteousness and we pass safely through. In Jesus Christ, you calm and trouble 

the waters. You nourish us and enclose us in safety. You call us forth and send us 

out. In lush and barren places, you are with us. You have become our salvation. 

Now breathe upon this water and awaken your church once more. Claim us again 

as your beloved and holy people. Quench our thirst; cleanse our hearts; wipe away 

every tear. To you, our Beginning and our End, our Shepherd and Lamb, be honor, 

glory, praise, and thanksgiving, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 *ENTRANCE HYMN   # 151 

 

 



 

 

*GREETING 

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

*KYRIE  

A: In Peace, let us pray to the Lord! 

 

A: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

A: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and 

for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 



A: for this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us 

pray to the Lord. 

 

A: Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord.  

 

* HYMN OF PRAISE 

A: This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia. 

 

 

 



 

*SALUTATION          P: The Lord be with you. 

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

All: O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our 

redemption, and by his glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power 

of death. Make us die every day to sin, that we may live with him forever in 

the joy of the resurrection, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

FIRST LESSON:  Acts 10: 34-43 

Peter’s sermon, delivered at the home of Cornelius, a Roman army officer, is a 

summary of the essential message of Christianity: Everyone who believes in Jesus, 

whose life, death, and resurrection fulfilled the words of the prophets, receives 

forgiveness of sins through his name. 

34Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God shows no 

partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is 

acceptable to him. 36You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, 

preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37That message spread 

throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John 

announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with 

power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the 

devil, for God was with him. 39We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and 

in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised 



him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41not to all the people but to us 

who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he 

rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that 

he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the 

prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness 

of sins through his name.” 

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God. 

Please join me in reading Psalm 118 responsively: 

 1Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good; God’s mercy endures forever. 

 2Let Israel now declare, “God’s mercy endures forever.” 

 14The LORD is my strength and my song, and has become  my salvation. 

 15Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous: 

  “The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly! 

 16The right hand of the LORD
 is exalted! The right hand of the  LORD acts 

valiantly!” 

 17I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the LORD.  

 18The LORD indeed punished me sorely, but did not hand me over to death. 

 19Open for me the gates of righteousness; I will enter them and give 

thanks to the LORD. 

 20“This is the gate of the LORD; here the righteous may enter.” 

 21I give thanks to you, for you have answered me and you have become my 

salvation.  

 22The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief  cornerstone. 

 23By the LORD has this been done; it is marvelous in our eyes. 

 24This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.  

 

 SECOND LESSON:     1 Corinthians 15: 19-26 

Paul describes the consequences of the resurrection, including the promise of new 

life in Christ to a world that has been in bondage to death. He celebrates the 

destruction of evil and the establishment of God’s victorious rule over all. 

 



19If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be 

pitied.  20But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those 

who have died. 21For since death came through a human being, the resurrection of 

the dead has also come through a human being; 22for as all die in Adam, so all will 

be made alive in Christ. 23But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, then at 

his coming those who belong to Christ. 24Then comes the end, when he hands over 

the kingdom to God the Father, after he has destroyed every ruler and every 

authority and power. 25For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his 

feet. 26The last enemy to be destroyed is death. 

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God. 

*Gospel Acclamation          SPOKEN  

ALL:  Alleluia. Christ, our paschal lamb, has been sacrificed. 

Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

*GOSPEL  

Evidently expecting to find Jesus’ corpse, some of the women among his followers 

go to the tomb with embalming spices. After a perplexing encounter with the empty 

tomb and angelic visitors, the women become the first to proclaim the amazing 

news of resurrection. 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 24th chapter. 

 

1On the first day of the week, at early dawn, [the women] came to the tomb, taking 

the spices that they had prepared. 2They found the stone rolled away from the 

tomb, 3but when they went in, they did not find the body. 4While they were 

perplexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood beside 

them. 5The women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, but the men 

said to them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but 

has risen. 6Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, 7that the Son 

of Man must be handed over to sinners, and be crucified, and on the third day rise 

again.” 8Then they remembered his words, 9and returning from the tomb, they told 

all this to the eleven and to all the rest. 10Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, 



Mary the mother of James, and the other women with them who told this to the 

apostles. 11But these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe 

them. 12But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the 

linen cloths by themselves; then he went home, amazed at what had happened. 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

 

MESSAGE          JOHN 20: 1-18 

It is Easter Sunday, the day that we celebrate one and only one thing, the 
Resurrection of Christ, and what that means to each one of us who believe.  It is a 
day of joy and hope!  A day of new beginnings!   

What I love about the Gospel of John is that he has the ability to craft the event of 
Jesus Resurrection with a maximum amount of detail and symbolism.  Yet, he also 
shows repeatedly the inability of Jesus disciples and followers to grasp the fact of 
the resurrection.  Although Jesus himself had told them that he must die and 
would then come back to life again, they had not really comprehended that 
reality.   

This past summer I attended a week long seminar on Mary Magdalene. I have 
always been a great admirer of her as one of the strong women who are 
mentioned in the Bible.   

The gospels of Mark and Luke tell us that Mary of Magdala had been cured by 
Jesus from seven demons.  In Jesus’ time it was language for saying that she’d had 
many serious problems, and through Jesus, God had utterly changed her life. 
None of the gospel writers felt the need to catalog what Mary’s troubles had 
been, but today we still understand “demons,” don’t we? The things that eat at 
us, plague our thoughts, creep into our dreams at night and wake us up in a 
sweat.     
Have you ever experienced the demon of being riddled with self-doubt, taunted 
by fears for the future, the fear of death, or whether you have lived up to what 
you had hoped you would be able to accomplish in this world?   I know that I 
have.  For at times, we all have demons who call to us to examine ourselves and 
find ourselves coming up short! 



 
 We don’t know whether Mary Magdalene’s demons were worry over a life-
threatening disease, dementia or the result of some physical or emotional trauma 
she had suffered. But we do know these demons are real, the stuff of the life we 
live, or others we know and love.  And this also we know, by all accounts: that 
Jesus – by word or healing touch – had somehow made Mary of Magdala new. 
We know from the other Gospels that Mary had followed Jesus along with other 
women from Galilee, providing from her own resources for Jesus’ needs and 
those of His mission.    
She and those women followed Jesus to the Cross, and she had seen where Jesus 
was buried, so it is no wonder that Mary got up in the early hours of the morning 
on that first Easter day.  We can imagine her making her way through the dark, 
back to the tomb, weeping as she went.  
 
Just seven short days before, Mary Magdalene and the other women had entered 
the city of Jerusalem along with Jesus and His disciples.  She had seen the 
multitude of people who gathered to wave palms at Jesus, singing and shouting 
praise as He rode into the city on the donkey.  We can imagine her singing with 
joy,  for she thought that they saw what she saw in Jesus.  She thought they saw 
him as the Messiah. 
It wasn’t long, however, until all this jubilation started to go tragically wrong. 
Jesus was arrested, and we can imagine Mary and the other women following 
along, trying to get a glimpse of Jesus, or to hear what was to happen to Him.  
Most likely they heard through the grapevine that Jesus was being mistreated, 
whipped and jeered at.   
 
Jesus was tried and condemned to death on the cross as the women once again 
stood at the edge of the crowds of people, hoping to hear of Jesus fate.  And then, 
following the crowd, they see a procession coming down the street with a mob of 
people yelling and jeering.  Eventually, men carrying crosses came into view, and 
there was Jesus with a crown of thorns, dragging a cross.  
 
They watched in horror as Jesus was crucified, and then hastily buried because it 
was the eve of the Sabbath.  We can only imagine the horror of that scene.  Like 
any good Jew, Mary Magdalene would have observed the Sabbath, and then early 
the next day, walked through the dark to the tomb. And we can imagine her 



horror when she comes to the tomb, and the stone had been rolled away and 
Jesus’ body was gone.   
 
We can imagine Mary running as fast as she could to tell the disciples that Jesus’ 
body was missing, and we have to admit that the scene of Peter and the other 
disciples having a footrace to Jesus tomb.  Once they found it empty though, they 
returned back to where they had been.  Then, and only then does Jesus appear to 
Mary Magdalene.   
As we leave here this morning, to eat our special Easter dinner, and perhaps even 
eat the ears off of a chocolate bunny, let each of us experience the joy of the 
Resurrection, and the gift of life and love that God and Jesus bring to all who 
believe.  For as believers, Jesus calls us each by our names, for we are Beloved 
Children of God.   

 Alleluia, Christ is Risen.  Christ is Risen Indeed?   Amen 

 

HYMN #  131 

 

 



 

*APOSTLES CREED 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I 

believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power 

of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the 



third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 

hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I 

believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen 

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

On this day of resurrection joy, let us offer our prayers for ourselves, our 

neighbors, and our world. 

A brief silence. 

Renewing God, the good news of your resurrection changed the world. Give 

church leaders and all the baptized the same excitement as the women at the tomb, 

and inspire us to share your abundant life. Merciful God,  receive our prayer. 

Sustaining God, your creation abounds with signs of new life in budding trees and 

newborn creatures. Provide fertile soil, ample sunlight, and nourishing rain for the 

growth of plants, and provide farmers with a plentiful harvest. Merciful God,  

          receive our prayer. 

Sheltering God, strengthen and sustain all who support vulnerable people across 

the world (especially). Empower government agencies and international 

organizations that provide for refugees and migrants forced to leave their 

homelands. Merciful God,    receive our prayer. 

Encouraging God, you do a new thing among us. We pray for those gripped by fear 

and anxiety or who suffer in any way (especially). Send us as your healing 

presence to places of hunger, pain, illness, or overwhelming sorrow. Merciful God, 

        receive our prayer. 

Surprising God, you offer endless ways for us to delight in your grace. Give this 

community of faith a sense of joy and wonder in exploring new avenues of faith 

formation, worship, and discipleship. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Resurrecting God, you make us alive in Christ. Thank you for blessing us with 

faithful witnesses who now rest in you (especially). Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 



We offer to you these petitions and those we carry in our hearts, trusting in your 

abundant and ever-present mercy.  Amen. 

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P: The Lord be with you. 

 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

P: Let us give thanks and praise to the Lord our God. 

 

*PREFACE   It is indeed right and salutary….we praise your name  

 and join their unending hymn: 

*SANCTUS 

 

 

*THANKSGIVING 

P: Holy, living, and loving God, we praise you for creating the heavens and the 

earth. We bless you for bringing Noah and his family through the waters of the 

flood, for freeing your people Israel from the bonds of slavery, and for sending 



your Son to be our Redeemer. We give you thanks for Jesus who, living among us, 

healed the sick, fed the hungry, and with a love stronger than death, gave his life 

for others.  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given 

for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 

for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his life-giving death and glorious resurrection, we await 

your promised life for all this dying world. Breathe your Spirit on us and on this 

bread and cup: carry us in your arms from death to life, that we may live as your 

chosen ones, clothed in the righteousness of Christ. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in 

your holy Church, both now and forever. 

C:  Amen 

*THE LORD'S PRAYER 

 C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 

us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

The risen Christ dwells with us here. 

All who are hungry, all who are thirsty, come. 

COMMUNION  

*THE COMMUNION BLESSING: 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 

C: Amen. 

 



*POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 

 

 

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

ALL: We give you thanks, generous God, for in this bread and cupwe have 

tasted the new heaven and earth where hunger and thirst are no more. Send 

us from this table as witnesses to the resurrection, that through our lives, all 

may know life in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

*BENEDICTION 

P: God, the Author of life, Christ, the living Cornerstone, and the life-giving Spirit 

of adoption, ☩ bless you now and forever. 

 

  

        

 

 

*SENDING HYMN: # 128 

 

 



 

*DISMISSAL 

P; Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 



P: Go in peace. Tell what God has done. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

April 24th:      Second Sunday of Easter 

Youth Sunday 

FELLOWSHIP 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose teaching is life, whose presence 

is sure, and whose love is endless.  

C: Amen. 

L: Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

L: God our comforter: 

C: like lost sheep, we have gone astray. We gaze upon abundance and see 

scarcity. We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. We exploit 

the earth with our apathy and greed. Free us from our sin, gracious God. 

Listen when we call out to you for help. Lead us by your love to love our 

neighbors as ourselves. Amen. 

 

L: All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. By the gift of grace 

in ☩ Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous. Receive with glad hearts the 

forgiveness of all your sins. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

 *ENTRANCE HYMN  # 135 

 



 

*GREETING 

L: The boundless grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the wisdom of God, 

and the light of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 



*KYRIE 

A: In Peace, let us pray to the Lord! 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

 

A: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

 

A: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and 

for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

 

A: for this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us 

pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

 

A: Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord. 

C: Amen 

 

*SALUTATION 

L: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY  

L: Let Us Pray: 

ALL: Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe and the 

hope of those who doubt, may we, who have not seen, have faith in you and 

receive the fullness of Christ’s blessing, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

FIRST LESSON:  Acts 10: 34-43 

Peter’s sermon, delivered at the home of Cornelius, a Roman army officer, is a 

summary of the essential message of Christianity: Everyone who believes in Jesus, 

whose life, death, and resurrection fulfilled the words of the prophets, receives 

forgiveness of sins through his name. 



34Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God shows no 

partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is 

acceptable to him. 36You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, 

preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37That message spread 

throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John 

announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with 

power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the 

devil, for God was with him. 39We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and 

in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised 

him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41not to all the people but to us 

who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he 

rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that 

he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the 

prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness 

of sins through his name.” 

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God. 

Please join me in reading Psalm 118 responsively: 

 1Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good; God’s mercy endures forever. 

 2Let Israel now declare, “God’s mercy endures forever.” 

 14The LORD is my strength and my song, and has become  my salvation. 

 15Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous: 

  “The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly! 

 16The right hand of the LORD
 is exalted! The right hand of the  LORD acts 

valiantly!” 

 17I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the LORD.  

 18The LORD indeed punished me sorely, but did not hand me over to death. 

 19Open for me the gates of righteousness; I will enter them and give 

thanks to the LORD. 

 20“This is the gate of the LORD; here the righteous may enter.” 

 21I give thanks to you, for you have answered me and you have become my 

salvation.  



 

 22The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief  cornerstone. 

 23By the LORD has this been done; it is marvelous in our eyes. 

 24This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.  

 SECOND LESSON:      Revelation 1:4-8 

The book of Revelation recounts a mystical vision of the risen Christ experienced 

by a Christian prophet named John. Here he describes Christ as a timeless 

redeemer, the beginning, present, and end of all time. 

4John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from him who 

is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his 

throne, 5and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and 

the ruler of the kings of the earth. 

  To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, 6and made us to 

be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 7Look! He is coming with the clouds; every eye will see him, even those who 

pierced him; and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. 

So it is to be. Amen. 

  8“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was and 

who is to come, the Almighty. 

L: The word of the Lord.   C: Thanks be to God. 

L: Alleluia. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe. 

      C: Alleluia 

*Gospel Acclamation          SPOKEN please stand 

 

ALL:  Alleluia. Christ, our paschal lamb, has been sacrificed. 

Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

*GOSPEL  

The unprecedented events of the day of resurrection continue as the risen Jesus 

appears to his fearful disciples. A week later, after Thomas worships Jesus, Jesus 

pronounces that the blessings of the resurrection are also for those who “have not 

seen and yet believe.” 



 

P: The Holy Gospel according to John the 20th chapter. 

 

 

19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors 

of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus 

came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he 

showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the 

Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so 

I send you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, 

“Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if 

you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 

  24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them 

when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But 

he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger 

in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 

  26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with 

them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 

“Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my 

hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but 

believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, 

“Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not 

seen and yet have come to believe.” 

  30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not 

written in this book. 31But these are written so that you may come to believe that 

Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life 

in his name. 

 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

 



Skit:  Resurrection Story 

  

HYMN #  148 

 

 

*APOSTLES CREED 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I 

believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power 

of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the 

third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 



hand of the Father. He will come  

again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 

catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

L: Set free from sin and death and nourished by the word of truth, we join in prayer 

for all of God’s creation. 

A brief silence. 

L: Risen One, we give you thanks for congregations and ministries throughout the 

world that serve as centers of prayer and action. Empower missionaries, teachers, 

healers, evangelists, and all who are sent to share your song of joy. Hear us, O 

God.        C: Your mercy is great. 

L: Holy One, we give you thanks for generous land that produces abundant 

harvests. Strengthen and protect all soils, from rooftop gardens to prairie 

farmlands, to patio planters to fertile valleys, and bless all who lovingly tend them. 

Hear us, O God.      C: Your mercy is great. 

L: Ruling One, we give you thanks for leaders of nations who work to build up the 

common good. Strengthen efforts of reconciliation among all nations. Here us, O 

God.        C: Your mercy is great. 

L: Healing One, we give you thanks for all who labor for the health of others. 

Comfort and strengthen all who struggle with chronic pain. Send healing and relief 

to all who are sick. Hear us, O God.   C: Your mercy is great. 

L: Providing One, we give you thanks for all who provide for others. Inspire 

generosity in your people, so that we carry out the work of making disciples of all 

nations. Hear us, O God.      C: Your mercy is great. 

L: Living One, we give you thanks for the saints who have increased our faith. 

Give us courage to follow in hope until you gather us all around your table of 

abundance. Hear us, O God.         C: Your mercy is great. 

 



L: Confident that you hear us, O God, we boldly place our prayers into your hands; 

through Jesus Christ, our truth and life.  C: Amen. 

*THE LORD'S PRAYER 

 C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 

us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 

*SENDING HYMN: # 143 

 

 



DISMISSAL: 

L: Go in Peace. Serve the Lord.   C: Thanks be to God! 

 

We thank the Youth for leading our worship service this morning! 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2007 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by 

permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24118. 

 

 

 

Planting your spring garden for your daily living. 

 

Plant three rows of peas:          Peace of mind, peace of heart, peace of soul. 

Plant four rows of squash:       Squash gossip, squash indifference, squash  

                                                       grumbling, squash selfishness. 

Plant four rows of lettuce:       Lettuce be faithful, lettuce be kind, lettuce be  

                                                       patient, lettuce really love one another. 

No garden is complete without turnips:      Turnip for meetings, turnip for  

                                                       service, turnip to help one another. 

To conclude our garden we must have Thyme:      Thyme for each other, 

                                                       thyme for family, thyme for friends. 

Water freely with Patience and cultivate with Love. There is much fruit in your 

garden because you reap what you sow. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Color the egg. 
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