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Spiritual Practice Invitation: 

Agenda Examination 

Reflection offered by Deacon Marsha Roscoe 

The Apostles’ ministry mirrored Jesus and reached countless people. To do so 

necessitated aligning with Christ’s agenda for the sake of the world rather than 

aligning with their own. This is no easy task. As a matter of fact, in Thy Will Be 

Done, Peter Danilchick writes, “For many Christian leaders, this perspective may 

represent a radical change in the way we view our daily responsibilities. It forces 

us to go back to the beginning, back to basics. Such an overwhelming love for and 

unwavering commitment to Christ is how many of us began our Christian life, 

perhaps as idealistic young people who were caught up in a vision of Christ and 

love for him and his church,” (p. 74). However, for a variety of reasons, Christ’s 

motivations become lower priority. 

How often do our personal or ministry agendas stop short of loving all God’s 

children and spreading the Gospel? 

This week I invite us to reflect on our mission and ministry motives and actions. 

As Danilchick contends, “we all take our status as Christians for granted 

sometimes” (p. 76). By examining and rediscovering our values, we can take an 

honest look deep inside about the daily activities and relationships that govern our 

moments and days. We know we need to set priorities; too often the urgency of the 

moment takes precedence over what we say is most important. The values we 

imprint in our minds and hearts deeply influence our behavior, especially in times 

of conflict. 

 



Where our values no longer align with loving God and following Jesus, may we 

find ways to pause and consider God’s path for lives. 

Where egos get in the way of our call to focus on others, may we rediscover each 

person as a beloved child of God made in the image of Christ. 

Where fears reside, may we pray for the discernment and patience of Gamaliel, 

who trusted God to show up in unexpected ways. 

Where personal agendas and motives exert pressure and power over others, may 

we empty ourselves and rediscover a humble posture. 

Where busy-ness replaces time alone with the One who made us, may our lives 

become ceaseless prayers entreating to God’s help and mercy in all that we do. 

Where gospel living is uncomfortable, and even violent in hidden ways that others 

do not see, may we take up the armor of God as a warrior of prayer to be strong in 

the Lord in all ways. 

Prayer 

Holy Spirit stir us up.  Challenge us, change us, transform us.  Make us anew to be 

who we are meant to be, so that we may live and proclaim the Gospel with 

boldness and power, and you may use us to heal our communities and bless our 

neighbors.  In the name of Christ, Amen. 

 

Health Care Facilities:       Ruth Dunkelberger, Marhtea Keck, Ruth Shepard. 

At home:   Joan Carroll, Marilyn Eckert, Jeanne Fry, Martha & Dick Hoffner, Bruce 

& Sara Miller. 

Everyone affected by the COVID-19 virus in any way. 

All involved in the conflict in the Ukraine. 

Our Congregation and members of Council during our transition process. 

Please contact the office (717-582-4356) with additions, corrections or deletions. 



 A big thank you to all of you for your generosity which has 

allowed us to continue paying our church expenses, and serving those in need in 

our community.  We may be small, but we are ”scrappy” and with God’s help we 

will continue to serve in this place.        God’s Blessings to Each of You! 

Financial Report –   

July 1, 2022 through July 31, 2022  Jan. 1 – June 30, 2022 year to date 

Income  $8,432.83    Income $94,787.72 

Expenses    - $7,514.98    Expenses    - $89,707.18 

$   917.85      $  5,080.54 

 

CALENDAR FOR September 2022           Remember service time is 10:30 am 

September 1 – Grief Share in the Sunday School room 3 pm – 5 pm 

Sunday September 4  –  Worship with communion  

September 8 - Grief Share in the Sunday School room 3 pm – 5 pm 

September 11 – Second Sunday Sweets following worship 
God’s Work Our Hands Luncheon in the Parish House at noon 

September 13  –  Tai Chi class in the parking lot 6 – 7 pm 
Congregation Council meets at 7 p.m. in the Sunday School room 

September 15 - Grief Share in the Sunday School room 3 pm – 5 pm 
Tai Chi class in the parking lot 6 – 7 pm 

Sunday September 18 – worship 

September 20 - Grief Share in the Sunday School room 3 pm – 5 pm 
Tai Chi class in the parking lot 6 – 7 pm 

September 22 - Grief Share in the Sunday School room 3 pm – 5 pm 
Tai Chi class in the parking lot 6 – 7 pm 



Sunday September 25 – worship 

September 27 - Grief Share in the Sunday School room 3 pm – 5 pm 
Tai Chi class in the parking lot 6 – 7 pm 

September 29 - Grief Share in the Sunday School room 3 pm – 5 pm 
Tai Chi class in the parking lot 6 – 7 pm 

 

 

Lectors contact Sue Adams if you need copies of the lessons. 

 

 

 

Scripture lessons for the month of September – 

September 4th     September 11th  
Deuteronomy 30:15-20   Exodus 32:7-14  

Psalm 1     Psalm 51:1-10 

Philemon 1-21    1 Timothy 1:12-17 

Luke 14: 25-33    Luke 15: 1-10 

September 18th     September 25th  

Amos 8:4-7     Amos 6:1a, 4-7 

Psalm 113     Psalm 146 

1 Timothy 2:1-7    1 Timothy 2:1-7 

Luke 16: 1-13    Luke 16: 19-31 

 

 

Lectors for September are: Sept. 4 – Rick Lamb 

    Sept. 11 – Suzanne Eicher 

    Sept. 18 – Emma Eicher 

    Sept. 25 – Jean Sanderson 

 

 
     



“GUARDIAN ANGEL PROJECT” 
Our Guardian Angel Project continues under the direction of Jayne and Ashley 
Eckert. Our next collections will be for Thanksgiving.  If you would like to donate 
items, please place them in the grocery cart in the Sunday School Room.   All of 
our families are extremely thankful for the food we provide.  Let us continue to 
help cut down food insecurity in our community.   

 

 

 

TAI CHI for Arthritis 

Tai Chi for Arthritis will be offered here every Tuesday and Thursday evening  

6-7 p.m. beginning September 13, 2022 and 

ending November 17, 2022. 

Classes will be held outside weather permitting and 

in the Parish House in case of bad or cold weather. 

Contact the Allyson Valentine, Perry County Office of Aging,  

717-5825128  or  avalentine@perryco.org 

to sign up for these classes. 

Come join the fun! Hope to see you there! 

 



 
 

We grandparents are God’s special gifts to grandchildren, to our adult 

children and to the world. We believe that the Lord is providing additional years of 

life to us grandparents in order for us to heap hope and encouragement on our 

loved ones. We are called to mentor, model and minister to people of all ages and 

in all stages of life, especially those in our families. May God bless and empower 

you as you live out God’s promise with your grandchildren and their parents. 
 

God of grace and God of glory, help us to be grace-filled as we live and 

interact with our family. As you have gifted us with your grace, enable us to look 

at our children and their children through grace-filled eyes. Help us see in others 

the grace that you have given to us. As we try to recall how we acted as children 

and young adults and how we too failed and flubbed in our lives, give us the 

patience and persistence of your grace to share and to show forgiveness and 

understanding to our family members as they stumble and struggle through their 

life choices. Let them know, Lord, through us, that you have already chosen them 

as gracefilled people, continually loved and forgiven in you.  
 

Lord, you have allowed our family to grow and expand through these years. 

As we grow older, help us all to realize that aging is the only way to live. 

Regardless of our years, help each of us to celebrate your gift of aging each day. 

May we grandparents model the gifts of aging as we continue to serve and 

celebrate life. May our children model what it means to become “empty-nesters” 

and deal with the challenges of finances, health issues and changes that surround 

them. May our grandchildren see their future, not through fearful and unfocused 

ways, but rather through hopeful and encouraging eyes. And may we all grow in 

our faith in you, even though we may differ on ways to worship, priorities of the 

Church, and issues of life that can break and bend family togetherness. Through it 

all, Lord, help us to grow, not by attempting to “fix” everything that is wrong with 

us and them, but rather by growing closer to you, the Lord and giver of growth.  
 

You give life to us, Lord, so that we can give life to others. Life is for 

giving, and we are glad. Help our family realize that all of life is forgiving, also! 

Without the gift of forgiveness which you give to us each day through your death 

and resurrection, we would really have nothing to give to others in our family, or 

even in this world. When we worry about the mistakes and muddles and messes 



which family members create, including us, please forgive us. When we think that 

we are “in charge” of how our grandchildren should be “growing up,” forgive us. 

When we become discouraged when our expectations of others are not met, forgive 

us. When we focus too much on wanting our own needs to be accepted and 

remembered, forgive us. When we become fearful of the “world” out there which 

our grandchildren are entering, forgive us. Turn our hassles to hope, our cautions 

to creative living, and our worries to “wows,” because life is for giving, in you. 
 

Lord of laughter and smiles, help us and all family members see that every 

day is a day to celebrate. Thanks for the special celebrations throughout the years, 

for birthdays, anniversaries, confirmations and graduations, and keep them coming. 

Family celebrations are ways that you force families to see that all people are 

gifted, different and unique. As sorrows and disappointments continue to try to 

break up our celebrations, make it clear to each of us that “This is the day the Lord 

has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!” Help us, Lord, not only to giggle but 

also to be present to cry and to wipe the tears of others when disappointments hit 

and when hopes and dreams dissolve. Lord, thanks for showing us each day that 

after every Good Friday in our lives, there is always an Easter. Amen. 
 

By Rich and Hazel Bimler 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Our Treasurer has suggested we collect donations for the  

New Bloomfield Volunteer Fire Company to assist them with the ongoing needs of 

their organization. They work to protect our community and this is a small way we 

can show our appreciation. We will collect donations now through the end of 

September and forward them to the Fire company. 

 



Anyone interested in the plant exchange contact Sue Swenson to register. 

717-636-8269 
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